
Bio excerpted from Lit-Lovers.com 

 

Fredrik Backman, Swedish author, journal-

ist, and blogger, was voted Sweden's most 

successful author in 2013. 

 

Backman grew up in Helsingborg, Swe-

den.  In college he studied comparative 

religion but dropped out and became a 

truck driver instead. In 2006 he started 

a side career writing for magazines. 

About his move to writing, Backman 

said... 

“I write things. Before I did that I had 

a real job, but then I happened to 

come across some information say-

ing there were people out there will-

ing to pay people just to write things 

about other people, and I thought 

"surely this must be better than 

working." And it was, it really was. 

Not to mention the fact that I can sit 

down for a living now, which has 

been great for my major interest in 

cheese-eating. “(From his liter-

ary agent's website). 

In 2012, Backman debuted as an 

author, publishing  A Man Called 

Ove (U.S. release in 2014). His 

second novel, My Grandmother 

Sent Me to Tell You She's Sorry, 

came out in 2013 (U.S. release 

in 2015). (Adapted from Wikipe-

dia and the publisher. Retrieved 

7/23/2014.) 

His third novel, Britt-Marie Was 

Here was released in the Unit-

ed States in May of 2016. 
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How it works 

 

Read as many of the selected books as 

you are interested in.  Note what you 

liked or disliked about the books (it’s a 

long time between June and Septem-

ber) , then join us for a discussion at 

any of our three branches on the date 

and time listed below. 

 

Mackinaw City -  

Thursday, September 22 at 3:30 pm 

 

Bliss Branch Library -   

Friday September, 23 at 2 pm 

 

Pellston Branch Library -  

Tuesday, September 20 at 5:30 pm. 

 

 

If you can’t join us for the discussion, 

that’s fine.  Enjoy the books and let us 

know what you think about them.  

About the books 

A Man Called Ove - ...a grumpy yet loveable 

man finds his solitary world turned on its 

head when a boisterous young family 

moves in next door.  

My Grandmother Asked Me To Tell You She’s 

Sorry  -  Elsa is seven years old and differ-

ent.  Her grandmother is seveny-seven 

years old and crazy.  When Elsa’s grand-

mother dies and leaves behind a series of 

letters apologizing to people she’s 

wronged, Elsa’s greatest adventure be-

gins. 

Britt-Marie Was Here -  Britt -Marie is an 

acquired taste.  It’s not that she’s judg-

mental, or fussy, or difficult - she just ex-

pects things to be done a certain way.  

When she finds out her husband has been 

unfaithful and her perfectly organized life 

suddenly becomes disorganized, she does 

something bold: she leaves. 

 

Note: All book synopsis excerpted from 

LitLovers.com. 


