
Tests for Whom?
As it currently stands, there are four priority areas for Covid-19 testing laid out by the Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services. These include:
•	 Priority 1: Hospitalized patients and healthcare facility workers with symptoms.
•	 Priority 2: Patients in congregate living facilities with symptoms, patients over age 65 with symptoms, patients with 

underlying	conditions	with	symptoms,	and	first	responders	with	symptoms.
•	 Priority 3: Essential workers with symptoms, individuals who do not meet any of the above criteria with symptoms, 

asymptomatic	healthcare	facility	workers	and	first	responders,	individuals	with	mild	symptoms	in	communities	
experiencing high numbers of COVID-19 
hospitalizations.

•	 Priority 4: Essential workers whether they have 
symptoms or not.

In addition, some facilities are only testing priorities 
1 or 2 based on supply availability. This is a testing 
facility decision and may be adjusted as more 
supplies become available. To see which priorities 
facilities are testing, go to www.michigan.gov/
coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98189---,00.html 

Also, please be aware that some testing sites are 
requiring a doctor’s order to do testing. This also is a 
testing facility decision. If you do not have a primary 
care provider or insurance, call the testing site and they 
will work with you to determine if a test is needed and 
provide a doctor’s order.

Governor Extends Stay At Home Until May 15
Friday’s governor’s order, effective immediately, requires people to wear masks when in enclosed public spaces. 
Employers must provide workers with cloth masks. Landscapers, lawn-service companies, and nurseries can return to 
work, subject to strict social distancing. Retailers that do not sell necessary supplies may reopen for curbside pick-up and 
for delivery. Big box stores can reopen “closed areas,” like garden centers. And bike repair and maintenance can come 
back online. It will allow motorized boating and golf (but no golf carts), consistent with sound social distancing. It will 
also permit individuals to travel between their residences, though such travel during the epidemic is strongly discouraged. 
Stay at Home is extended until May 15th.

Expanded COVID-19 Testing on Mackinac Island for Essential Workers
As a result of recent investigations of COVID-19, the Mackinac Island Medical Center, part of the Mackinac Straits 
Health	System,	is	beginning	testing	of	essential	workers	in	high	profile	positions	on	the	Island.	The	first	
round of testing is being conducted on April 24, 2020 with workers most likely to have frequent contact with 
Island	residents.	Those	being	tested	in	the	first	round	include	grocery,	banking,	UPS,	USPS,	city	employees,	
and medical center staff. On April 27 and 28, a second round of testing of employees will be done for boat 
workers.
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State and National News
Michigan Expects Billion Dollar Budget Shortfall
Forecasting a major state budget shortfall because of the dramatic drop in income across the state, the governor is taking a 
voluntary 10% pay cut from her $159,000 salary. She asked senior staffers to take a 5% pay cut.

SBA Loans That Came to Michigan
Nationally,	$349	billion	was	originally	authorized	for	forgivable,	small	business	loans.	In	the	first	round,	Michigan	
received $10 billion going to 43,000 businesses before the money ran out.

House Republican Re-Opening Plan
House Republicans have offered a plan to re-open Michigan. Divide Michigan’s counties into three tiers, to be reviewed 
weekly. The variables to be used to assign counties to the tiers would be: 
 hospital admission rates
 rate of spread
 positive tests vs. total tests
 population density
 ability to do contact tracing
 reported deaths
 ability to implement workplace best practices. 
Tier one will have the tightest controls. Once the initial stage of assigning tiers is implemented successfully, then stage 
two would open more businesses including tourism and travel industries. Step three would be the new normal.

CARES Act anomaly 
Some local residents have been unpleasantly surprised that they did not receive the $500 for all of their dependents. The 
stimulus check only covers children up through 16-years-old. Those dependents 17 to 24 will not earn a $500 check either 
for their parents or for themselves. They are excluded from the program.

U.S. - 2 to Be Moved
The Michigan Department of Transportation is set to begin 
a	$3.2	million	project	to	move	US-2	away	from	the	Lake	
Michigan shoreline. The project, which will affect 1.4 
miles of the roadway from Prater Boulevard (just east of 
Epoufette) to just west of the Cut River Bridge, will begin 
on April 27 with a completion date of Sunday, Nov. 15. The 
project was planned for 2021 but was moved up to 2020. 
During some periods there will be single lane closures.

Mackinac Island Has Related Cases of Covid-19
“The LMAS District Health Department announced 
confirmed	cases	(plural)	of	Covid-19	related	to	Mackinac	
Island.” (The phrasing of this announcement is strange, what 
does “related to” mean?)

Pay Increase for Some Medical Workers
The governor announced a $2-per-hour pay raise for direct care workers providing Medicaid-funded in-home behavioral 
health and long-term care services to Michigan’s most vulnerable residents for services provided between April 
and June.

Over 60 and Need Help?
Michigan Dept. of Health and Human Services offers help for those over 60 who fear running out of food at 
https://newmibridges.michigan.gov/s/request-meal-delivery-reassurance?language=en_US
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The	only	time	DHD4	will	alert	the	public	to	specific	
locations where an individual who has tested positive has 
been is when the contact-tracing team are unable to contact 
all of the individuals who may have been present. (For 
example, if the ill person had visited a place like Walmart.) 
DHD4 wants to make the public aware of locations that 
may have allowed for low risk exposure. “We cannot over-
emphasize the importance of compliance with the Stay 
Home, Stay Safe order,” remarked Denise Bryan, Health 
Officer	at	DHD4.	“We	want	to	stress	that	this is an order, 
not a suggestion, aimed at protecting the public’s health. 
The rise in cases and ongoing community spread in our area 
reminds us it is imperative that we follow this order and 
NOT leave home.”

District Health #4 will be adding a dashboard to their web 
site to provide more information. It reminds all essential 
businesses that they must develop a “Preparedness and 
Response Plan.”

Because testing capabilities have increased, people with 
mild symptoms can now get tested and this will undoubtedly 
increase	the	numbers	of	confirmed	cases.

District Health Department #4 Alerts Those Potentially Exposed 
(Cheboygan County side of town)

Mackinaw’s E-team Met to Discuss Virus Impacts
The e-team held a Zoom meeting to share, among community leaders, the impact and plans related to 
the coronavirus. The community, as a whole, is trying to confront the unique local problems.

The conversation went to refund checks and SBA loans. Apparently applying for the Small Business 
Administration loans involved a lot of complex paperwork where mistakes and oversights were 
common, causing business applications to be rejected out-of-hand. Check IRS.gov, for detailed 
information particularly if you did not get a stimulus check for the amount you expected. 

Most of the meeting conversation was on how to get businesses open and how to keep employees safe once open. Legal 
questions arose, such as the liability of an employer that offers their employee masks. And the very challenging question 
of how to space customers and how to keep merchandise that tourists are touching free of germs. Lastly, the conversation 
centered on how to arrange for food deliveries for those in quarantine. The e-team will meet again in a few weeks to try 
to report some answers. Angie Ross has joined the Northern Lakes Economic Alliance as their Business Attraction and 
Growth leader and now a member of Mackinaw’s e-team.

Angie Ross

Trails - Trails - Trails
An ad hoc committee of trail leaders in Mackinaw met to discuss intergrating, completing, and marketing all 
of Mackinaw’s trails, including the many new trails developed over the winter.  Watch for details on a naming 
competition for the new trail that runs east and west from the DNR trailhead to Headlands.  The Chamber will 
coordinate	this	naming	challenge	as	soon	as	the	trail	is	completely	flagged	for	identification.
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All proceeds from the 2020 St. Ignace Rock & Run will be dedicated to a special fund designed to assist the staff at Mackinac 
Straits Hospital with necessary supplies and personal protection equipment needed to keep them and their patients safe.

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE MACKINAC STRAITS HEALTH FOUNDATION

8:00 A.M. MAY 15TH   TO  7:00 P.M. MAY 17TH

2020 PRESENTING SPONSOR

10K RUN & 5K RUN/WALK

REGISTRATION  
NOW OPEN! 

REGISTER ONLINE BY VISITING 
MACKINACSTRAITSHEALTH.ORG/EVENTS

ALL RUNNING/WALKING 
LEVELS WELCOME! 

Post your results on the event Facebook page 
“Virtual St. Ignace Rock & Run” 
 and  your own social media profiles using 

#stignacerocknrun
PARTIC IPANTS EACH RECEIVE  

A COMMEMORATIVE TECH-SH IRT 
AND FIN ISHER’S MEDAL!

Rock & Run

Anywhere 

USA

MACKINAC STRAITS 

HEALTH FOUNDATION2020

V I RT UA L
V I RT UA L

$25  
REGISTRATION 

FOR EITHER DISTANCE Participate from ANY LOCATION!  
Your backyard, a nearby trail, on a treadmill,  

or even from another state! PLEASE PRACTICE 
SOCIAL DISTANCING REGARDLESS OF LOCATION!  

 

and Listen to     Music

KEEP WITH THE THEM
E

DURING THE RACE

Let us know what TUNES you 
used to rock your walk or run! 

Rural Hospitals in Financial Trouble
With the governor’s order to cease all elective surgeries, rural Michigan hospitals with few or no Covid-19 cases are 
earning		drastically	diminished	revenue	streams.	They	are	facing	financial	collapse	and	are	asking	the	governor	to	relax	
her stance on elective surgeries. In response, the state released a report on the status of hospitals in Michigan. 

Munson	Hospital	System	has	17	confirmed	Covid-19	patients,	14	in	ICU	and	46%	bed	occupancy.	Mackinac	
Straits Hospital has not had a Covid-19 patient and only has 20% bed occupancy. Both hospitals reported that 
they have more than 21 day’s worth of supplies including N95 masks, surgical masks, surgical gowns, shields 
and gloves except for Mackinac which only has 15-21 days worth of surgical masks and 15-21 days worth of 
gloves.
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Mackinac State Historic Parks Debuts ‘Explore at Home’ Online Resources
 
   MACKINAW CITY, MICH. — The mission of Mackinac State Historic Parks is simple and encompassing – we protect, 
preserve and present Mackinac’s rich historic and natural resources 
to provide outstanding educational and recreational experiences 
for the public. With that in mind, MSHP is excited to announce 
its “Explore at Home” collection of online resources. Included are 
online exhibits and demonstrations, movies detailing the histories 
of Fort Mackinac, Colonial Michilimackinac, Historic Mill Creek 
Discovery Park and Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse, activities for 
kids like coloring books, online puzzles and activities, and easy 
access to our extensive library of blog posts and timeline histories.

“We hope these resources will be helpful to those unable to visit us 
now, but at least provide a glimpse into what our sites have to offer,” 
said Steve Brisson, Mackinac State Historic Parks Deputy Director. 
The online collection can be found at mackinacparks.com/
exploreathome. Content will be updated regularly, and everything 
on the “Explore at Home” tab is free. Like jigsaw puzzles? There are several of different difficulty 

on their site.

Mackinaw City Needs to do Better on Sending in Census Data
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Will Michigan Be Ready By May 1, May 15?
Here are some of the recommended tests to decide when to re-open with data on where Michigan stands.

Number	of	new	confirmed	cases	must	fall	
steadily for 14 days. They have not.

The	number	of	tests	given	must	stay	flat	or	increase	and	the	
percentage of people testing positive must fall consistently for 
14 days..

The World Health Organization adds the criteria that the 
percentage of tests given that come out positive must be 
between 3 and 12%. While the percentage has 
fallen in Michigan, it is still too high.Harvard says that 152 tests must be given per 100,000 

people by May 15th to safely open. Michigan is giving 
65 per 100,000, being limited by supply shortages. 
If supplies arrive Michigan should be able to quickly 
administer 114 test per 100,000. Still short of goal.
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OPENING, REALLY ?

Are we ready to open? How does one answer this question? Return to the way we used to 
do things? A few weeks ago, the federal government presented a transition plan of how the 
States should remove restrictions and open businesses. Coronavirus cases and deaths would 
have to decrease over a fourteen day period before we started Phase I of our attempt to return 
to “ normal.” It offered all of us a glimmer of hope. This health and economic nightmare 
would soon be over. But since the announcement of this long awaited transition, the picture 
is simply not that clear.

Certainly we cannot sustain this economic disaster. During the Great Depression, 
unemployment was 25%. Our current unemployment in the State of Michigan is 24%! 
Restaurants cannot survive on carry-out menus. Protesters have taken to the streets of state 
capitals demanding their “right” to boat and play golf. Landscapers, construction workers 
and mechanics see no reason to remain at home. Their jobs are more independent of 
social interaction. The psychological trauma of social distancing and “ nowhere to go” has 

impacted all of us. But the question remains, are we really ready to “open the doors” even a crack?

All of us appreciate the economic side of the argument to relax restrictions, especially in a tourist town like Mackinaw 
City. But let’s consider the healthcare side. Are we really in a better place than we were six weeks ago or has social 
distancing and closures simply placed a Band-Aid on the real crisis? Let’s review a few facts.

First, while the number of deaths and new cases of Coronavirus have reached a plateau, the numbers in rural areas are still 
increasing. After Easter weekend, Otsego County cases doubled. Was this due to increased travel to this area from other 
parts of the state? Are we prepared for the rush of tourists to areas north of Gaylord and the healthcare consequences this 
may bring?

Secondly,	we	still	do	not	have	adequate	testing	available.	Research	indicates	that	only	1%	of	the	U.S.	population	has	been	
tested	for	Coronavirus.	The	hospitals	have	a	limited	number	of	tests.	Although	we	have	in-office	testing	available	in	our	
ambulatory clinics, none provide immediate results. Simply stated, we still cannot test everyone who needs to be tested to 
insure safe social and working environments.

Also, we have no proven medications to treat the Coronavirus. None of the current medications being used have been 
effective. Preliminary results from studies being done on these medications are not favorable. A vaccine is still months, if 
not years away.

Finally, and most importantly, we do not have the hospital bed capacity in northern Michigan to handle serious numbers 
of	infected	patients.	We	have	129	ICU	beds	covering	33	counties	in	our	region	of	northern	Michigan.	Metro	Detroit	
has	1,910	ICU	beds	covering	6	counties.	Ventilators	and	critical	care	doctors	are	few	and	far,	literally.	As	I	discussed	
previously, we have been so fortunate here that our hospitals have not lived the nightmare experienced in metro Detroit. 
Stories from frontline doctors and nurses have been hard to imagine. Hospitals still are not allowing family members to be 
with loved ones! Patients continue to die alone in hospital beds.

There is no simple solution. The economic toll has been devastating and will continue to worsen the longer this continues. 
But all of us must truly appreciate the healthcare side. Exposing frontline providers to the sick, having loved 
ones die alone, and the risk of getting sick ourselves is the world we still live in today. I’m not sure much has 
changed over the past six weeks in our ability to handle this healthcare crisis. Are we ready to open, even 
slowly? As certain areas of our country relax restrictions next week, this question will be answered.
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CLEAN SAFELY - DON’T POISON YOUR FAMILY
Poison Calls Are Up 20% - Misuse of Cleaners and Disinfectants

Grant Deadline for Projects Providing Health Care Services and Activities
The Straits Area Community Foundation (SACF) is accepting grant applications for the 2020 Straits Area Health Care 
Grant. The deadline to apply is June 1, 2020. These grants are for projects and programs providing health care services 
and activities for residents of Cheboygan County and/or Mackinaw City. This can include general health care, mental 
health services, counseling, wellness programs, access to care, and other health care-related projects and 
programs.	Any	nonprofit	medical	facility	or	other	nonprofit	organization	providing	general	health	care	services	
for the residents of Cheboygan County and Mackinaw City are eligible to apply for up to $2,000 in funding. 
(No grants are made to individuals.) Grant applications are available on the Community Foundation’s website 
at sacf.net.
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U.S.	Travel	released	a	report	on	travel	spending	
trends since the start of February.
The	U.S.	economy	is	projected	to	lose	8	million	
travel jobs by the end of April.
Travel industry losses will result in a GDP impact 
of $1.2 trillion in 2020.
Travel declines in 2020 will result in a loss of $80 
billion in taxes this year.

All regions are experiencing declines in travel 
spending in the range of 84% to 87%.

Travel Industry Hit Hard

Special Web Site Set Up to Monitor Permitting for Line 5
The Public Service Commission (PSC) created the web site www.michigan.gov/MPSCLine5 to enable the public to 
monitor Enbridge’s “siting” application and related requests.

The “siting” request has come from Enbridge to determine legally whether Enbridge can proceed with moving Line 5 
into a tunnel. Enbridge believes the Public Service Commission’s 1953 order automatically granted this right. But under 
a 1929 law the PSC must now rule that Line 5 can be moved to the tunnel. The PSC is asking the public for comments on 
the legal positions. Any interested parties may submit comments, written or electronic, no later than May 13, 2020. The 
Commission explicitly invited commentators to provide legal analysis of the issues presented in the request. Electronic 
comments are preferred and may be e-mailed to mpscedockets@michigan.gov. All comments should reference Case No. 
U-20763.	All	comments	will	become	public	information.

Earlier this month Enbridge applied for tunnel construction permits and for a permit from Michigan to discharge 
wastewater during the tunnel construction and operation. The state is reviewing these applications before it asks for public 
comment.
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12th Grade
Lauren Backus

Calysta Bell
Kyra Cryderman

*Brooke Whipkey

11th Grade
*Elena Alexander

*Evan Cronk
Jillian Lidy
Kal O’Brien
Traci Rogala

Rose Siebigteroth
*Caroline Somers

Carissa Sroka
*Jenna Wiertalla

10th Grade
Gabi Bell

Ella House

9th Grade
Britanya Clayton
*Larissa Huffman

*Lars Huffman
*Marlie Postula

*Jeffrey Siebigteroth
Madison Smith
Julia Sullivan
Noah Valot

*Cooper Whipkey

Banking With Covid
Nancy Lindsay, Citizens National Bank Vice-President of Marketing, 
answered some questions for me this week. About 40% of their staff has 
been	working	from	home	for	the	past	five	weeks.	Some	are	working	the	
drive-up windows on rotating shifts, so no layoffs have occurred. But online 
conferences, discussions and even the board meeting are now the norm. This 
smooth transition, in such a traditionally face-to-face business, has been an 
unexpected surprise for bank management. 

Citizens customer base consists of both individuals and small businesses. 
Bank customers can still get notary service at the drive-up window. 
Residential	mortgages	and	refinancing	are	still	happening,	although	mostly	
through e-signing of documents through title companies. Appraisals are also 
still taking place but most of them are desk top appraisals, meaning pictures 
are taken from outside the home.

The bank believes it has talked to all of its small business customers. Not 
all	of	them	qualified	for	or	needed	the	SBA’s	Payroll	Protection	Plan	loans.	
The banks’ lending and credit teams have been working six and seven days a 
week to help customers navigate the process. 

Citizens number one recommendation for customers is to use the bank’s 
electronic	products.	You	can	pay	your	bills	online	and	email	confidential	
documents. You can do many things with their mobile app including 
depositing a check by sending a photo. And you can get cash from an ATM. 
So almost everything can be handled remotely. If a customer needs to come 
into the bank they must set up an appointment and expect screening before 
being granted admission.

8th Grade
Gracie Beauchamp
Jersey Beauchamp
Lucas Bergstrom

Amelia House
Sabastian Pierce
Ella Poumade

Trystan Swanson

7th Grade
Emily Anderson

Sean Postula
Isaac Valot

Mackinaw City Third Quarter 2020 Honor Roll
(Students that earned all A’s or B’s in all subjects)

* Indicates students that earned all A’s in all subjects.

6th Grade
Braylon Currie
Logan	Duffin

Tyler Hingston
Naomi Knack

Draeven Leithauser
*Isabella Lieghio

Haley Straus
*Ben Strittmatter

RaeLynn Terrian and Jess Gross working in the MC 
branch open Monday - Friday 9 am - 4:30 pm

Individuals started to receive their stimulus payments last week. The government will mail paper checks 
between April 24th to June 26th with the lowest earners getting their checks first. 
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Teacher Jennifer Lee Dealing With Upper Grade Students Remotely
Jennifer Lee teaches middle and high school students math, physics and co-teaches a new experimental STEM course.

Teaching	online	is	a	lot	more	difficult	than	I	thought	it	
would be. The preparation for each class is immense 
and the grading is much more time-consuming than I 
would have guessed. However, the students have been 
amazing and have worked very hard. They actually 
help me out with the technology and have taught me 
quite a bit since we started. I am very proud of them 
and grateful for them.

How many different classes do you teach? 
I teach six classes and one independent study.

What is a typical day like? How do the days 
vary? 
I am online at least a little bit most weekdays. Two or 
three days a week I teach most of my classes, which 
now last between 20 and 30 minutes each. On other 
days I have a couple of classes or help hours.

What are the different instructional techniques you are using? 
Students have their textbooks. Some teachers are using books and worksheet packets that they are sending home. I 
am using their books mostly for the homework problems. In our online class I have prepared notes that we go through 
together	and	the	students	help	me	fill	in	blanks	in	the	notes	or	the	answers	to	the	examples.	While	I	am	presenting	to	
them, they can see the notes on their screen. They have paper, pencils and a calculator and hopefully are working out 
the problems with me as we go. This is for my math classes. For physics I also prepare notes, but the students take more 
detailed notes on the chapter on their own and work a little more independently. For STEM, the students do what we call 
number talks (math thought problems) and are completing projects that were started by Mrs. Vieau about people who have 
made advances in math, science, technology or engineering.

For the online work, do you pre-record lectures or are they all group meetings, or some of both? 
I do all group meetings. We use Google Meet which allows me to see the students and allows them to either see me or 
what I present to them (notes, pictures, whatever is on my computer screen). They can talk to me at any time during the 
class. I have been really impressed at the very high percentage of students who have attended every single class. I have 
also been really happy with the number of kids who come online during help hours, which is totally optional. I have been 
having about 20% of my students coming to help hours on their own time. Our Mackinaw City students always make us 
proud.

We aren't usually having online class at the same time as we did in the classroom because each class is usually not the 
same length as it was in school. We also try to schedule classes more toward the middle of the day to work out well with 
everyone's schedule.

How are you handling grading? 
We are having homework that is due twice a week as well as quizzes once a week. Students come to class and I 
present the quiz to them while they are online with me. When they are done they immediately submit it to me. 
So far, the quiz scores have been pretty good. Students can ask a question during class, during help hours, or 
email me any time. Believe me, they will email any time of the day or night.

Students in math had to produce a drawing exemplifying geometric 
shapes. This local scene was by Caroline Somers.
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What is this doing to your creativity? to the students’ ? 
For me, the creativity level is not as high because it is much harder to do projects in classes like physics and STEM. That 
changes	the	depth	and	enjoyment	of	learning.	I	definitely	look	forward	to	being	back	in	school.	The	students	are	pretty	
creative in the things that they have been doing during this quarantine. I have heard about painting, working on home 
renovations,	and	just	finding	little	things	to	do	that	they	never	thought	of	before.	There	is	quite	a	bit	of	art	being	produced	
and other pretty cool things that the kids have been coming up with on their own.

I am willing to assume the teachers don’t like this, but what about 
the students? 
I think all of the teachers are missing being at school with the kids and 
having the joy of teaching and seeing kids learn. Many of the students have 
also expressed that they are surprised by how much they miss school and 
now realize that you don't know what you have until it is taken away from 
you. They feel bad for the seniors who are missing so many of the things that 
they would usually have - prom, grad night, etc. They care about each other 
and have looked for ways to encourage each other and make things special 
- birthday parades, special online group meetings, banners in the front yard, 
and more. The community has been so supportive of the students. It is a 
very hard time for some of the students and every little bit of positivity is so 
appreciated. We thank everyone for all they do.

Geometric shapes in a stained glass by Katelynn CrossThis challenge in STEM class was to cut one sheet 
of 8-1/2 by 11 paper into as long a strip as possible. 
Amelia House got 32’ 11”
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R. J. Fisher arrived in Mackinaw City in 1967 at 27-years-old with 
his	wife	of	five	years,	Barb.	He	
described himself as strong, a hard 
worker, ambitious, and dumb. He 
had been an industrial salesman, 
selling material handling equipment 
like lift trucks. He sold to the big 
auto companies as well as smaller 
businesses. He owned fourteen 
black and navy suits, a closet full 
of white shirts with French cuffs, 
wingtip shoes, and a hat - the dress 
uniform of professionals at that time. 
Returning from a funeral, he stopped 
in Mackinaw City to see an old 
friend, Larry Yax. Larry bought the 
Belmont Motel and owned Sinbad’s 
Restaurant (502 S. Huron Ave.). The 

stop	inflamed	
R.J.’s ambition 
and he decided 
Mackinaw City 
held his future.

He bought the 
Sundown Motel 
in 1967 and 
things were 
OK until Larry 
asked him to manage Jan’s Restaurant for the 
summer of 1969. R.J. found the restaurant 
business much more interesting than the motel 

R. J. and Barb Fisher - 50 years in Mackinaw’s restaurant business this year

Sundown Motel

Jan’s on S. Huron

Mackinaw History
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business. Restaurants were never dull; it was a chance to interact with the visitors. They presented a steady stream of 
questions; to this day R.J. gets questions. Just this year he got two he never had before. He did a good job managing the 
restaurant and caught the attention of Bud Miller, owner of the Pancake Chef, a restaurant and gift shop on Central Ave. 

The Pancake Chef location had housed a saloon since 1900 and later it turned into the Birchwood Cafe. Bud Miller 
bought the Birchwood Cafe in the early 1950s. In 1957 Bud bought the little white building shown to the west in this old 
photo, from Neil Downing Sr. and created Miller Gifts. (Neil went on to own Cunningham’s and Audie’s.) In 1964 Bud 
tore down the Birchwood and built Miller’s Pancake Chef. His health was failing when he called R.J. Although R.J. had 
to	work	a	financial	deal	with	Bud,	because	he	did	not	have	enough	money,	R.	J.	bought	both	businesses	in	1970.	He	also	
expanded toward the corner in the mid-1970s by purchasing the ice cream shop next door to the east from Bob Liska, 
who was retiring to Florida. R.J. named it the Windjammer. Just a bit later he bought the corner Glass Shop from Jane 
Hacklinski. Her husband had died and she could not sustain the business; it had been repossessed. Then R.J. owned the 
whole corner from what is today the Keyhole to Langlade.

But soon he realized it was too much. In 1982 he sold the Windjammer corner to Jeff Hingston. As the Fishers got on their 
financial	feet,	in	1984,	they	consolidated	both	the	gift	shop	and	restaurant	into	the	expanded	Pancake	Chef	we	know	today.

Pancake Chef

Candy Corner and Windjammer Gifts

Keyhole
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More than 50 years managing Memorial Day Parade

R.J. Fisher came to Mackinaw in 1967. The very next year he attended a 
Pageant committee meeting where he asked some questions. The committee 
recognized an interest and suggested that he take over the parade portion of 
the Memorial weekend activities. The parade was small and included the 
Mackinaw	school	band,	the	fire	department	and	a	few	other	local	groups.

Fortuitously, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan had just celebrated its tricentennial. 
In the process they assembled a list of participants for their big parade. R.J. 
got a copy of the list that included about 1,000 people, groups, or places. 
In 1969 he mailed a request to every entry on the list inviting them to 
Mackinaw’s	parade.	Seventy-five	units	said	they	would	come.	That	year	
was a major leap forward for Mackinaw’s Memorial Day. In recent years the 
number of parade units has remained between 75 and 100.

R.J. enjoyed the entire experience. He personally got to know the leaders of the participating units. This included military 
marching	units	from	both	Canada	and	the	U.S.,	groups	like	the	American	Legion	and	VFW.	Because	the	list	was	created	
by the Soo, it included many Sault, Ontario groups, a vital contribution to the parade. Lately, funding has become a 
problem for many of these groups and some have not been able to continue to come. We have had high school bands and 
of course, the Clown Band from Scotsville which have come almost every year. Annually, the number of high school 
bands varies between six and twenty. Beyond bands, there are queens, clowns, and veterans units.

About 20 years ago the pageant was having funding problems and it was decided to separate the parade from the 
pageant. The new parade committee, constituted as a 501(c)3, would have to raise its own funds, about $10,000 a year. 
Fund	raising	has	included	auctioning	a	deer	rifle,	drawings,	and	then	the	idea	of	a	fish	fry.	At	that	time	no	one	else	was	
providing	a	fund-raising	meal.	The	fish	fry	was	successful	and	they	started	offering	a	steady	schedule	of	fish	fries,	one	the	
third Friday of every month from November through April. That became the nucleus of the fund raising. At that time it 
was	possible	to	use	Pancake	Chef	since	it	started	remaining	open	in	the	winter	in	1998.	But	winter	traffic	has	diminished	
so Pancake Chef closed for the winter starting in 2018 and the event has moved to Audie’s.

For the most part, the participating units in the parade pay their own way. The Parade Committee 
does pay $200 to each of the high school bands, not even enough to pay for gas. There are two 
or three bands who do get a substantial amount, like the Clown Band. Why do groups come 
even though they have to pay their own way? It is, of course, the largest Memorial weekend 
parade in Michigan. Our Saturday parade gives groups a chance to perform twice that weekend, 
performing at home on Monday. History shows that once a band comes they always want to 
return, they enjoy the experience immensely. Some come every two years, every four years, or a 
rotation they can afford.

What does it take to host the parade?

The workload to make this happen is large. R.J. started 
to transfer the work to the next generation in 2018. 
This year a committee, John Lemanski, Marita Archer, 
and Mario Rodriguez, are the managers, helped by the 
Visitors Bureau that would have handled the 850 annual mailings, and 
supported by the village and Chamber.

R.J. and Barb Fisher at the 1997 parade

Do you recognize the people in these 1997 
photos?
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Preparing for the next parade starts during the current parade as 
committee members take notes of successes and less successful 
parts. Immediately after the parade is a critique session. The 
goal is to make the parade more professional, more timely and 
ordered, and create a list of additional units to contact. Last year 
they decided a calliope would be a good addition even though 
safely moving and storing a calliope takes planning. Every unit 
is photographed and receives a thank you note.

It has taken time to perfect the mailing of invitations. Initially, 
they mailed to schools in late September thinking that was 
when the school budget would be settled, but that didn’t work. 
Now most go out in November or in January, but not during the 
holidays.	Confirmations	come	in	as	late	as	the	last	week	before	
the parade. The few months between the mailing and the event 
are spent handling special requests and needs. It is the time to arrange for judges and stands for judges, a narrator, to write 
the	narration,	find	singers	for	the	national	anthem,	drivers	for	queens,	the	parade	marshal	and	a	car	to	transport	them,	a	
sound	system,	and	barricades	for	parking.	Then	confirm	25	or	so	volunteers	for	the	big	day,	including	ham	operators	along	
the route who work on spacing during the parade. And work to secure police from three counties and three state police 
posts to handle security. 

Two weeks in advance, the parade line-up is decided. The order of units starts with a band, then military units in order 
from active units to reserves to veterans. Bands are disbursed throughout. Bands must be kept away from horses or 
moving noisy units, an arrangement striving for audio isolation and safety. Eight spots are left open for last minute 
entrants. All entrants are reminded of the parade’s 15 rules, such as don’t throw candy because children will run out for it, 
which is a safety hazard.

The day of the parade starts with a run down of the check list, copies of narration, judges, parade marshal and the group 
which puts units in order by number on the parade morning, and a weather check. Never, in over 50 years has the parade 
been canceled for weather. It would take a downpour. Although the weather has not always been ideal, they have marched 
in light rain and snow.

It	will	be	a	disappointment	this	year,	for	the	first	time,	to	not	have	the	parade.	But	planning	for	next	year	will	begin	
immediately. Maybe they will celebrate 50 years in 2021.

page 16page 16April 26, 2020

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



Aquatic snails have two tentacles and an eye at the base of 
each (black dots). Terrestrial snails have four tentacles with 
eyes at the tips of two of them. Research suggests tentacles 
are used to emit and to sense reproductive hormones, 
allowing them to find a mate. I photographed the snail 
through my microscope, each square in the back is 1 mm.

The shell grows in a spiral as the snail grows. When the snail 
stops elongating the shell lip thickens for strength.

The foot is a big muscle that moves the snail 
with undulating contractions.

Pond snail
While peering deeply into a pond of May Woods, I picked up some decaying leaves and to my amazement one had a tiny 
snail attached. It is a pond snail that eats small aquatic plants, dead animals, and reportedly also eats mosquito larvae.
(Hurray for snails.)

This species of snail, Stagnicola eloides, is common in the glaciated north 
of	the	U.S.	and	Canada,	living	in	wet	places	rich	in	organic	debris.	Only	
a few studies on this snail have been published, resulting in 
conflicting	information.	Like	so	much	of	nature,	almost	
anyone can add to the body of knowledge.

How Life Goes
As soon as the snow melts, young snails emerge from damp leaf 
debris and head for 
the water, eating and 
growing. After a couple 
of months they reach 
adult size of about ¾ of 
an inch. The snails mate 
in April and lay eggs 
from May through July. 
They are hermaphroditic, 
meaning every individual 
is both a male and female. 
In a pinch they can 
create viable offspring 
by combing both male 
and female gametes from 
their own body. Their reproductive potential may depend on the 
nutritional value of their diet. As part of digestion they ingest sand 
grains into their crop to help pulverize their food.

Once the eggs hatch, the new young will grow to about 1/3 of an 
inch, and then, apparently in response to a light trigger (perhaps 
long daylight), they emerge from the water, climb up on something 
like a grass blade or twig. This is apparently a survival technique 
that keeps them from being stranded in the dry summer, either 
in a dry pond bed or in a tiny pool which is a natural target for 
predators.

Once out of the water they withdraw back into their shell and lay 
down a thick mucus across the opening to keep from drying out. 
Only their respiratory pore, for breathing, is exposed. As the pond 
refills	in	the	fall	rains,	the	young,	following	a	moisture	gradient,	
migrate back toward the pond, to overwinter under the leaf litter. 

Meanwhile old adults, those that overwintered the previous year, 
stick with the receding water of summer and ultimately die from 
attack by predators. The life of a pond snail is about 15 months.

The snail I found was indeed tiny. H
ere it is on a dim

e.
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