
Able to Give Help?
Michigan has set up a volunteer web site to match volunteers with 
needs. They are looking for volunteers between the ages of 18 and 
60 and people who are “not family friendly” whatever that means. It 
is organized by area of the state.
Check in and find how you can help
https://www.michigan.gov/
coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98811---,00.html

Need Help? Call 2-1-1 
Call 2-1-1 from any phone to be connected to a list of statewide resources for everything from food and diapers to rental 
assistance and bus fare. You can also search their online database at https://www.mi211.org

Phone Scams Hitting Town
Mackinaw City police asked me to tell everyone that scammers are calling saying they are from the Health Department. It 
is a scam. No one from the Health Department will be calling you. If you get such a call hang up immediately.

Mackinaw’s Food Bank Needs
Our local food bank received another infusion of fresh produce, this time from the Keyhole Bar. This fresh produce is 
most appreciated by recipients. If you would like to donate, the food bank would especially appreciate:
• fresh produce
• paper towels
• feminine products
• cereal

When you are at the store pick up an extra bag of apples, an extra cauliflower, some onions, or any type of produce and 
drop them off at the Church of the Straits which is open Monday through Friday from 9 am to 2 pm. Go to the church 
door, ring the bell, and Judy will come retrieve the items. You can leave them by the door with no contact.

$1,000 fines for those who won’t stay home

Bridge - The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services issued an order on Thursday:
Chiefs of police, sheriffs, and other local law enforcement leaders 
are specifically authorized to investigate potential violations of 
the series of governor orders culminating in Stay Home. Those 
people violating executive orders restricting large gatherings, 
nonessential travel and in-person work that is not necessary to 
sustain or protect life could see $1,000 civil fines and potential 
license enforcement. Law enforcement is specifically authorized to 
bar access to businesses and operations that fail to comply with the 
procedures and restrictions. Previously, violations were considered a 
misdemeanor, with a fine up to $500.
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Restaurant Hours - Be Sure to Enjoy Eating Out in Mackinaw
Call before you go, place your order and arrange payment. This keeps everyone safe. Also hours and options are changing 
constantly.

Rusted Spoke 231-436-5773
Open seven days for take-out or delivery, see their limited menu online
Hours Monday -Wednesday 3 pm – 8 pm
Thursday – Sunday 11 am – 8 pm

Keyhole Bar 231-436-7911
Open for take-out
All menu items available except ribs, walleye, and peel-and-eat shrimp
Hours Monday – Wednesday Noon to 7 pm
Friday – Saturday Noon to 8 pm
Closed Sunday and Thursday

Dixie 231-436-5449
Open seven days a week for take-out or delivery from noon – 9 pm
The menu is slightly limited and available online, you can order online

Biere de Mac 231-427-7007
Open for drive-by or delivery, call in and order in advance, see menu online
Open Wednesday through Sunday - 5 pm - 8 pm
Special on Friday and Saturday - buy one menu item get one free

BC Pizza 231-436-5500
Open for delivery or pick-up, Pick up can be at the counter or if you pay over the phone they will run it out to your car
Thursday half price on large and extra-large after 4 pm is still available
Open Thursday – 11 am - 9 pm
Friday - Saturday 11 am - 10 pm

Audie’s has construction projects underway that are held up by the Stay Home order. They cannot open until the projects 
are finished. So keep watch for their re-opening.
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Nature is springing forth - enjoy the exuberance 
around you. It will help your mood.

Hey Sandy,
Every week I get a question or two from readers. Usually they ask for a clarification that I wish I had thought of before 
the paper went out. But some are just curiosity questions. I received one this week on how the Tesla Super 
Chargers work. I will answer that next week.

If you have such a question send it along. I would gladly write about something other than covid-19.
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Why Michigan? The theories: the Detroit airport with direct 
flights to Wuhan, the auto industry which imports from Wuhan, 
the big rallies before the presidential primary. This graph was 
from mid-week, currently deaths are higher.

Governor Asks Legislature For 70 Day Extension of State of Disaster 

Gongwer - On Wednesday, Whitmer asked the Michigan Legislature to extend a disaster declaration that gives her 
emergency authority during the pandemic for 70 days. That would not impact her stay-at-home order but would ensure 
she could extend it if deemed appropriate. “I would anticipate that there’s a possibility that I will have to lengthen the 
stay home order,” Whitmer said, “but precisely how long it is and when that announcement will be made, I’m 
not prepared to say right now.” Legislative leaders have said that 70 days is too long. They will meet to decide 
on April 7.

Could hydroxychloroquine stop coronavirus? Detroit is first in nation for study
Bridge - Henry Ford Health System will lead the first large-scale study in the nation to determine the effectiveness of 
hydroxychloroquine in preventing COVID-19. The Detroit-based hospital system seeks 3,000 health care workers and first 
responders for the study, which may determine whether the drug helps prevent COVID-19, especially among those most 
exposed to the deadly virus. Participants won’t know whether they’re receiving a regimen of hydroxychloroquine, the anti-
malaria drug, or a placebo. That allows researchers to tease out from the comparison groups whether the drug had an impact.

page 2 page 3April 5, 2020

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



Village Hall News
This was the first ever virtual council meeting. It used Zoom software. Although it took about 15 minutes to get rolling the 
meeting went smoothly. Every vote was taken as a roll call vote and closed captioning was available.

Manager Wyman noted that the DPW and Water Department are working split shifts and the police are available 24/7. A 
question of how Covid-19 will impact the village budget was raised by the council. Staff is considering this and will have 
a meeting about it in the future. All council members were concerned about the governor’s request for a 70 day extension 
of disaster powers. One council member received word from his contacts in Lansing that the legislature will probably not 
approve 70 days, but rather two weeks with short term extensions possible as needed. The council also indicated their 
concern that the governor wants to allow schools to open in August without the usual waiver. Since the summer is going to 
be short anyway, they felt a further shortening would only hurt the tourism businesses more. They agreed to contact Rep. 
Chatfield individually and the village staff will write a letter to the governor expressing the council’s displeasure at this 
part of her school executive order. The Chamber of Commerce had already contacted the state with their displeasure.

The Chamber of Commerce asked for restaurants that are open to have additional signage during this crisis. The council 
agreed and restaurants will be allowed a banner up to 24” by 96” and a sandwich board 45” high and 28” wide at each 
entry. The information on the signs will be limited to the business name, menu, daily specials, phone number, hours of 
operation, and whether the business offers take-out, curbside or home delivery. No costs can be displayed.

Usually the council’s finance committee reviews all of the village’s bills before each council meeting and suggests 
corrections and ultimately payment of the bills. With no face-to-face meetings the bills are being sent to the committee as 
they are received and if the committee approves, then the bills pass by the village president for his approval. Then the bills 
are paid.

Village attorney Ken Lane is being replaced by Greg Longworth and Marshall Grate of the law firm Clark/Hill. 
Longworth has been the village’s attorney in the Hiser case. Both have been brought up to date. The contract calls for 
paying the firm $275 an hour in 0.1 hour billable units for a lawyer and $140-$235 an hour for associate and paralegal 
work. If the village retains the firm for all its employment and labor legal needs, the rate will drop to $265 per hour. Time 
will include travel time to and from Grand Rapids, expenses, and lodging. They have offered Zoom meetings.

A resolution in support of the Enbridge tunnel was passed by village council. The arguments presented were 1) a good 
safety record, 2) the need for propane, 3) the pipeline delivers fuel and jobs, 4) the economy of Michigan needs the 
pipeline until the tunnel is completed, and 5) Enbridge is willing to work with the state to continue safe delivery. 

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Mackinaw City hereby joins other Michigan governmental 
agencies in extending its support for Enbridge’s proposed tunnel replacement project in the Straits of Mackinac and urges 
the State of Michigan to work with Enbridge to complete the tunnel project as quickly, safely and effectively as possible 
and not disrupt the Line 5 pipeline service before the tunnel can be completed.”

Jeff Hingston resigned from the Park Board and Angie Timan Morthland was appointed his replacement. 

Council passed a second resolution on declaring a high-water shoreline disaster of the following:
“NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The Village of Mackinaw City requests that the Governor of the State of 
Michigan, along with the State Legislature, give favorable consideration to the declaration of the Great Lakes’ shoreline in 
the State of Michigan as a disaster area, and seek assistance from Congress and the President of the United States for this
devastating situation which has an impact statewide.”

Flint Mayor Sheldon Neeley has ordered a 9 pm to 6 am curfew to limit movement within the city to help fight 
the spread of the coronavirus.
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Pistol Permits from Mackinaw Curtailed For Now
Due to the COVID-19, I want residents to know that the Police Department is temporarily suspending the issuance of 
purchase permits. If a resident has already purchased a pistol and just needs to drop off the permit so it can be registered, 
please put the permit in an envelope and write on it “Mackinaw City Police Department only” and put it in the mailbox at 
Village Hall. 

You Can Still Recycle Batteries
You can still recycle your batteries at Village Hall. The recycling can has been put into the foyer.

Leaf Pick-Up Still Planned
Mike Karll, head of DPW, says that at this time curb-side leaf pick-up is still planned but not yet scheduled. Any plan 
about this depends on staff availability, for safety reasons.

Mackinaw’s Department of Public Works Still Working
Mike Karll reports: Currently the DPW is reduced to 2 staff members max per day. 
Employees are maintaining the social distancing protocol by not driving in the same 
vehicle, limiting indoor work as much as possible, and working independently when 
possible. Staff are on standby for any emergency work that is needed. All public 
restrooms are currently closed. We are continuing cleaning/sanitizing at Village Hall 
to maintain a healthy work environment for staff that is working. We are checking 
and emptying garbage cans as needed. We are checking sewers to ensure that lines are 
flowing. We are checking roads for hazards such as pot holes and working to correct 
any. We are also working on limited spring clean up activities so we do not get too far 
behind. We want to make sure that the town looks nice when the stay at home order is 
lifted so that visitors have the feeling that the town is open for business. 

AP- U.S. sales of alcoholic beverages rose 55% in the week ending March 21, according to market research firm Nielsen. 
Spirits like tequila, gin and pre-mixed cocktails led the way, with sales jumping 75% compared to the same period last 
year. Wine sales were up 66% while beer sales rose 42%. Online sales far outpaced in-store sales.

Nature - Efforts to curb the spread of the virus might mean that the planet itself is moving a little less. 
Researchers who study Earth’s movement are reporting a drop in seismic noise—the hum of vibrations in the 
planet’s crust—that could be the result of transport networks and other human activities being shut down. They 
say this could allow detectors to spot smaller earthquakes and boost efforts to monitor volcanic activity and 
other seismic events.

Winter creates work for DPW
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Virtual Medicine: Try it, you’ll like it !
How many times have we been told, “ try it, you’ll like it! “ Well this week in my office, my 
patients and I do like it. Virtual medicine is here. It refers to the “ virtual visits “ that take place 
between patients and doctors - the video and audio connectivity that allows “ virtual “ meetings 
in real time, from virtually any location. It combines with telemedicine, connecting by phone, 
so now we are actually looking at each other, like FaceTime or Skype. But this technology is 
attached directly to your electronic medical record in my office. It insures confidentially in your 
information and ease of use for both you and me.

I was extremely hesitant to start using telemedicine and virtual medicine. We were “ forced 
into it “ because of the Coronavirus pandemic. While this technology has been around for a few 
years, we never really endorsed it. It took us out of our comfort zone. We are comfortable with 
our exam room, our exam table, blood pressure cuff and all of our “ in house “conveniences. 
Most importantly, we like the ability to see our patients! Also, the health insurance companies 
did not cover this type of medicine for all of their members. Definitely uncharted territory for all 
of us.

What has impressed me the most is how receptive my patients have been to this new type of 
visit. We have been scheduling appointments just as usual. The difference now is I call you 
instead of you visiting me. It seems that my patients are sitting at their phone waiting for 

my call! Yes, they pick up the phone usually on the first ring! They are truly engaged on the phone and are extremely 
appreciative of the convenience of not leaving their home, especially during these difficult times.

While telemedicine allows me talk to the patient on the phone, virtual medicine allows me to talk and see the patient in 
real time on my computer. The patient 
sees me too! Mackinac Straits Health 
System is investing in the software 
to make these visits possible. As a 
Mackinac Straits doctor, I am very 
fortunate to have this technology 
for my patients. Soon, all of the 
providers at Mackinac Straits Health 
System will be using this technology. 
This is a major commitment by this 
health system for the patients of this 
community.

I encourage all patients to maintain 
good health by reaching out to their 
healthcare providers. While some 
medical services have been stopped 
or reduced temporarily, patients still 
need their medicines refilled, questions 
answered and communication with 
their doctor. We cannot neglect our 
health even though we are in this crisis. 
Telemedicine and virtual medicine will 
allow us to maintain our connection in 
a safe way. Virtual medicine is here to 
stay. Try it, I know you’ll like it.
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Mask or No Mask?
With the updated understanding that people can be contagious before they feel 
sick, the government now suggests that people wear a mask in public. The 
recommendation is to wear a home-made mask and not compete for precious N95 
masks that medical staff need. 

If you have no sewing skills, see the CDC directions below.

Also, take care not to touch your face when putting on or taking off a mask. To do it 
safely, clean your hands with soap and water or hand sanitizer before touching the 
mask. Avoid touching the front of the mask which is possibly contaminated. Only 
touch the ear loops/ties/band. Throw paper masks in the trash. Then clean your 
hands again with soap and water or hand sanitizer.

McLaren Has Enough Home-made Masks
McLaren stopped accepting homemade masks on Wednesday. They have enough, and thank the community for its 
support. If McLaren needs more they will send out a new request. On the other hand, Mackinac Straits is asking for them.

Can’t Sew? - CDC No Sew Mask
The CDC promoted plans for a no-sew, scissors-only t-shirt mask using Hanes Heavyweight 100% preshrunk cotton 
T-shirts. Since fit is the most important factor, these masks ranked 67 when a good N95 mask ranks 100. Below are their 

directions for making the mask. Just as this was going to press an far easier t-shirt 
mask was demonstrated by the US Surgeon General.  I recommend it.  
https://youtu.be/tPx1yqvJgf4

Prototype mask. A) Side view, B) Face side. This mask consisted of 1 outer layer (≈37 cm × 72 cm) rolled and cut 
as in panel B with 8 inner layers (18 × 18 cm) placed inside (against the face). The nose slit was first placed over 
the bridge of the nose, and the roll was tied below the back of the neck. The area around the nose was adjusted to 
eliminate any leakage. If the seal was not tight, it was adjusted by adding extra material under the roll between 
the cheek and nose or by pushing the rolled fabric above or below the cheekbone. Tie b was tied over the head. A 
cloth extension was added if Tie b was too short. Finally, Tie c was tied behind the head. page 8April 5, 2020
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State Historic Parks Delay Opening
MACKINAW CITY, MICH. — Out of overwhelming safety concern for our visitors and staff, as well as in following 
state and federal guidelines, Mackinac State Historic Parks (MSHP) has made the decision to delay the opening of its 
historic sites on Mackinac Island and in Mackinaw City. MSHP is now looking at the following tentative opening dates:

These sites on Mackinac Island will tentatively open Friday, May 22:
• Fort Mackinac
• The Richard and Jane Manoogian Mackinac Art Museum
• Mackinac Island State Park Visitor’s Center
• Fort Holmes Blockhouse
• Mission Church
• Bark Chapel
• Restrooms at Arch Rock and British Landing

The Biddle House, featuring the Mackinac Island Native American Museum, will open at a date to be determined, due to 
construction delays. The British Landing Nature Center will still open May 23, and Historic Downtown Mackinac will 
open June 6.

The following Mackinaw City sites are scheduled to open on Saturday, May 23:
• Colonial Michilimackinac
• Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse

Restrooms adjacent to the Colonial Michilimackinac Visitor’s Center and within Michilimackinac State Park
Historic Mill Creek Discovery Park are now scheduled to open on Saturday, June 6.

The COVID-19 pandemic is an ever-changing and fluid situation, and the staff of Mackinac State Historic Parks will 
continue to follow all federal and state guidelines set forth. These opening dates are subject to change.

State News
Governor’s Office on the shifting of $150 million in the state budget to Covid - 19 response, Monday - “To date, the 
state has already expended more than $130 million to secure more than 20 million masks, more than 2,000 ventilators, 
nearly 9 million ounces of hand sanitizer, more than 255,000 boxes of gloves, 2.4 million gowns, more than 2,000 beds, 
210,000 testing supplies, 3,000 thermometers, 185,000 face shields, 22,000 cartons of disinfecting wipes, as well as other 
needed supplies. The additional funding provided today, along with the supplies and funding provided by the federal 
government, helps ensure that Michigan has the necessary resources to save lives and slow the spread of COVID-19.”
Pure Michigan funding and the “pork” projects earlier agreed to were canceled to provide the money. The state is looking 
into its $1.2 billion rainy day fund.

The team at McLaren Northern Michigan is working to expand the hospital’s capacity for isolation units. Currently, 
McLaren Northern Michigan has one isolation unit treating respiratory patients. The future plans include:
·  Implementing additional isolation units for respiratory patients when more beds are needed.
·  Care plans for treating COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 patients separately within the hospital.
·  Enhanced emergency department triage to treat patients by separating respiratory and non-respiratory conditions.
·  Keeping a percentage of beds available to accept patients from other regions of the state. McLaren Northern Michigan 
may be called upon to serve as a relief site for COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 patients from other parts of the state. 
Conversely, downstate hospitals will be asked to support McLaren Northern Michigan should we see an influx 
of patients beyond our capacity.
·  The COVID-19 preparedness plans include the Petoskey Campus, the Cheboygan Campus, McLaren Home 
Care & Hospice, Boulder Park Terrace, and McLaren outpatient clinics.

McLaren medication & sharps drop-offs scheduled for April have been canceled. 
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McLaren Northern Michigan Clinics Adapt Telehealth Technology During 
COVID-19
 
McLaren Northern Michigan has expanded telehealth capabilities for patients in our community. McLaren Northern 
Michigan clinicians have been seeking innovative ways to respond to patient needs. 
 
In 2019 McLaren Health Care launched the McLarenNow app to allow consumers to see a board-certified physician 
through their smart phone, tablet, or computer (with web cam) to treat minor illnesses and injuries. These were primarily 
used for an urgent 
care visit. In the last 
two weeks, McLaren 
has adapted this 
technology to connect 
directly with their 
regularly scheduled 
patients virtually.
 
Patients will still 
schedule visits 
with their doctor’s 
office just like they 
would a regular 
appointment. During 
the registration 
process they will be 
offered the option 
of a telehealth visit 
and will receive a 
link to access their 
appointment. Patients 
will connect to a 
virtual waiting room 
from their smart 
phone, tablet, or 
computer (with web 
cam) 10 minutes prior 
to their appointment, 
and their provider 
will connect at 
the designated 
appointment time. 
For any questions 
regarding telehealth 
appointments, 
please contact your 
provider’s office. 

How Small is a Virus?
The coronavirus is 0.1 microns or PM0.1

page 10April 5, 2020

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



Had the Stay Home, Stay Safe rule been followed by everyone, the peak would have been hit 14 days after the governor’s 
Stay Home order on March 23. Of course, not everyone followed orders and people entered the state since the order. One 
prediction now says the peak will be May 4th.

Your Job Is Safe If You Stay Home Because Of Close Contact With Virus
Friday, Governor Gretchen Whitmer signed Executive Order 2020-36, prohibiting all employers from discharging, 
disciplining, or otherwise retaliating against an employee for staying home from work if they or one of their close contacts 
tests positive for COVID-19 or has symptoms of the disease. Executive Order 2020-36 also strengthens the governor’s 
“Stay Home, Stay Safe” executive order by declaring that it is the public policy of the state that all Michiganders who 
test positive or show symptoms, or who live with someone who tests positive or shows symptoms, should not leave their 
homes unless absolutely necessary.

Cases Increasing at an Increasing Rate

Emmet County Hires Michael Reaves as County 
Administrator
Reaves has been acting administrator and will now sign a three-year contract. He came to 
Emmet County in 2018 from Port Huron where he served as Police Chief and Director of 
Public Safety.

Mike Reaves
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School Update
LANSING, Mich. April 2 — Governor Gretchen Whitmer today signed 
Executive Order 2020-35, which orders all K-12 school buildings to close for 
the remainder of the school year — unless restrictions are lifted — and ensures 
continuing of learning by setting guidelines for remote learning. This closure 
also includes all extracurricular school activities. District facilities may be used 
by public school employees and contractors for the purposes of facilitating 
learning at a distance while also practicing social distancing. 

The School Aid Act requires schools to offer at least 1,098 hours and 180 days 
of student instruction. Schools with an approved plan for the remaining school-
year education can waive this requirement. There is allowance for closed 
days caused by the governor and days for the school to ramp up for remote 
education. The district will develop the local plan and it must be appropriate, 
equitable accessible, and implemented before April 28th. Schools will continue 
to provide mental health services and meals for those who need them. 

School districts will have the flexibility to adopt a balanced calendar for the 
2019-2020 school year and/or to begin the 2020-2021 school year before Labor 
Day without having to seek additional approval. Teachers and school employees will be paid for the remainder of the 
school year. All Michigan high school seniors will be given the opportunity to graduate this year. Standardized testing for 
the remainder of the year is canceled.

Mackinaw School Was Ready With Chromebooks For Students
Mackinaw Superintendent Jeff Curth gave this information before the governor’s announcement. “All of our staff are 
currently providing students with a combination of packets, online instruction, live videos etc. We are uniquely positioned 
as a school district to continue to provide a wide range of high quality instruction to our students. We have the ability to 
provide every student with a Chromebook to take home. On March 13, our last day we encouraged all students to check 
out their Chromebooks and take them home to be able to complete work. I scheduled a virtual staff meeting for Thursday 
(the day of the governor’s announcement) so that all teaching staff and I can discuss how things are going and map out the 
rest of our school year.

Raptor Watch Numbers for April
Warm, calm sunny weather has filled the sky with raptors

Turkey vulture - 924
Bald Eagle - 197
Sharp-shinned - 48 
Red-shouldered - 132 
Red-tailed - 4,862
Rough-legged - 158 
Golden Eagle - 165 
Northern Harrier - 11 
Cooper’s Hawk - 3
Peregrine Falcon - 1
Merlin - 7
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Tax Stimulus and You
There are a lot of things in the new tax stimulus bill that will affect many of us, above and beyond the cash payout. 

Are You Taking RMDs?
If you are taking Required Minimum Distributions, the new law essentially eliminates that requirement for 2020. Talk to 
your financial advisor.

Want to Give to Charities?
The 2017 tax law change took away the incentive for many people to donate to charity. The standard deduction 
was large enough to preclude any great tax advantage to a typical charitable deduction But the new tax law 
allows $300 of charitable deduction in addition to the standard deduction before calculating taxes. So if you 
want to donate to charity it is advantageous to give up to $300. And the good news for charities is this tax 
change might continue and even be allowed to increase in the future.

Please Turn In Your Census Data

Help Mackinaw Be Counted

Michigan Response Rate 49.5%
Macknaw City Response Rate 24.2%

as of April 1
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How And When Will It End?
Thinking past the next trip to the grocery, The Washington Post reported on four ways life could possibly return to normal, 
ways the country could emerge from the pandemic, as outlined by Dr. William Hanage, epidemiologist at Harvard.

Timeline One: One to Two Months
 If we encourage the virus to run rampant, perhaps millions of people will die, the rest will be immune and 
normalcy will return

Timeline Two: Three to Four Months
 With extensive testing and study, researchers learn how the virus works so the most contagious and most 
vulnerable people are still restricted in movement. But the remainder, plus those previously infected, can return to 
something like normal, with wider spacing at public recreation spots, small business could re-open. Also it is possible that 
in this time frame a treatment, not a vaccine, for the disease could be developed that would ease symptoms and prevent 
deaths, dramatically reducing the fear factor.

Timeline Three: Four to Twelve Months
  Covid-19 subsides during the warm humid summer months. Small group summer activities could resume. 
Whether this is going to happen should be obvious by early June. In this time frame, the percentage of the population with 
the disease could be essentially the same everywhere, making travel restrictions less necessary. Travel might resume.

Timeline Four: Twelve to Eighteen Months
 By the Fall of 2021 a vaccine could be available and gradually it is mass produced and gradually everyone is 
vaccinated. The doctor warns, however, that there is no guaranteed that a vaccine is possible. Another way the 12-18 
month scenario could be achieved is the critical mass of survivors, 60-80% of the population, is reached and the disease 
becomes far less damaging. Either way life should return to normal.

By Joe Pinsker, The Atlantic, March 26, 2020

Malaria Drugs Carry Risks
The FDA authorized widespread use of malaria drugs to treat the coronavirus, though they remain unproven. Millions 
of doses of hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine will be distributed to hospitals across the country. Cardiac death is a 
possible risk in taking the drug, doctors say. The FDA’s approval does not include long-term use to prevent an infection. 
(See page 3.)

DNR Says Don’t burn yard debris this weekend; campfires are okay
Permits for open burning of yard debris remain suspended across most of the state in response to the governor’s “Stay 
Home, Stay Safe” Executive Order to reduce the effects of the COVID-19 virus.

Fire danger is also on the increase as temperatures warm up for spring. A number of recent fires have been 
caused by backyard debris burning, including a 21-acre wildfire in Presque Isle County. Burning debris is the 
top cause of wildfires in Michigan. DNR firefighters also have stopped conducting prescribed burns at this 
time.

page 14April 5, 2020

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



Jeff Hingston was born 
in Mackinaw City to 
parents Gilbert and Phyllis 
(Amick) Hingston. Several 
years later Phyllis met and 
married George Stemkoski, 
a local businessman. 
George owned the Fort 
Restaurant and Gift Shop 
and later added a candy 
kitchen. Jeff and his four 
sisters, Beverly, Barbara, 
Linda, Liessa and his 
younger brother Kyle 
all worked in the family 
business. 

Like many kids in Mackinaw, 
Jeff worked many different jobs, 
related to tourism. It was at the 
family business that he learned to 
make fudge and other candies as 
well as the more mundane jobs 
of running a store, like washing 
dishes. 

After being away from Mackinaw 
a few years, Jeff returned and 
rejoined the family business. 
His career started as a stock 
boy, progressing to candy 
maker, and then manager. As 
he entered adulthood 
he remembers, “One 
wintry day my dad 
said, ‘Let’s go for a 

Candy Corner and Windjammer Gifts - A History

Craig Hingston, Jeff Hingston, and 
Frank Smith

Mackinaw History
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ride.’” They came 
down to Central 
Ave.’s main 
intersection and his 
dad said “Look.” Jeff 
swiveled his head 
to see the attraction. 
It was only after his 
dad pointed out the 
For Sale sign on 
the northeast corner 
that the providential 
discussion for Jeff 
began. Although 
he readily admits 
he was a handful to 
raise, Phyllis and 
George trusted him 
as a young adult and 
they co-signed a 
loan so he could buy 
his own store. Jeff 
was newly married 
with two young 
stepchildren and with 
two more children 
to follow. He needed his 
own spot..

The back story was that 
the building had been 
Shields Grocery Store 
since the 1930s or so, 
owned by Jack Shields. 
It was the place to buy 
groceries until the 1950s 
when Sub LaTocha, back 
from WWII, opened the 
IGA at the west end of 
downtown by the traffic 
light. Shields sold out 
sometime after 1957 
(does anyone know the 
date?). Jane and Casimer 
(Cass) Hacklinski 
bought the corner. Cass 
blew and sold glass 
animals in the store. 
When Cass died, Jane 
tried to keep the store 
but apparently struggled. 
It reverted to a supplier who, in the 1970s, wanted to sell. 

In its later incarnations as the Glass Menagerie, 
it was owned by Cass and Jane Hacklinski
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When they tore down the original tinderbox building they found walls that were 18” thick, 
a floor 2’ thick, and huge white pine planks in the upstairs that were almost two feet wide 
and 12 to 14 feet long.

R. J. Fisher had already bought the 
Windjammer Gifts, just to the west so the 
Glass Menagerie was a logical addition. 
R.J. ran it shortly as a gift shop, then as a 
hot dog stand, and finally as a t-shirt shop.

R. J. Fisher decided to sell and Jeff 
became the new owner in 1982. Jeff, 
who knew the candy-making business, 
converted the t-shirt shop into a fudge and 
souvenir store. The three existing fudge 
shops in town, Heilman’s, Marshall’s 
and Ray Fisher’s dime store, all voiced 
concern about the new competition. Jeff 
bought his new marble table and copper 
pots and he and the bank were in business. 
He remembered his mom and dad saying, 
“Do your very best and don’t think about 
the competition.”

Competition in Mackinaw has always been a concern and 
Jeff admits that when McDonald’s came in across the corner 
he thought it might be fatal. But, in fact, it was a bonus. 
People disembarked from the ferry, grabbed a quick burger 
at McDonald’s, and walked over to buy a box of fudge as 
they rushed out of town.

The corner store Jeff bought was terribly narrow and he 
was able to buy Windjammer Gifts from Fishers a few 
years later. In 1988 he broke out a doorway between the 
two stores and spruced up the front. But the two buildings 

were about 100-years old, they had different roof lines, 
and Windjammer’s flat roof sloped back to a vertical wall, 
a natural place for roof leaks. Finally in 2002, Jeff took a 
leap, tore down both old buildings and put up the modern 
store we see today, ready to open in May of 2003. When 
George, his step-father, heard of his re-build plans, he felt 
the plan was too ambitious, but he added, “I admire you 
for your moxie.” Later, 10 years after the ambitious move, 
George said, good businessmen take chances. Your mother 
and I think you are a good businessman and we are proud of 
you. Today Jeff’s sons, Craig Hingston (38 years 
old) and Frank Smith (50 years old), are taking 
over the business.

There is a gap in my knowledge about the store. The 
next two pages contain the very early history of the 
spot.

Jeff inside his store
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Michigan DNR Closes Bathrooms, Dispersed Camping, Enforces 6-Foot Rule
The DNR continues to urge the public to visit state parks but now with some restrictions. 
• Only visit the state parks and recreation areas near your home, do not travel far. Also avoid high traffic areas; if the 

parking lot appears full go somewhere else. Some parking lots are closed.
• Camping in recreation areas, state forests, and dispersed camping at state parks are closed.
• The Tippy Dam Recreation Area is closed
• All bathrooms are closed
• Violaters of the 6-foot distance spacing will face a civil violation with the penalty of 90 days in jail and/or a fine up to 

$1,000.

Because of a theft of toilet paper and hand sanitizer at state park bathrooms, all bathrooms are closed. Trash left by visitors 
threatens the closure of all the parks - take your trash home. Before you head to a state park check the DNR COVID-19 
response page https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79137_79770_98458---,00.html?utm_campaign=covid19%20
tippy%20dam%20closure&utm_medium=pr&utm_source=govdelivery

Freighters and Covid-19
With the opening of the Soo Locks on March 25th, Great Lakes shipping has resumed. The St. Lawrence Seaway opened 
on April 1st and foreign vessels are now entering the Great Lakes. This movement has the port cities where products are 
loaded and unloaded worrying about the virus. The Coast Guard now requires a report of any crew member found with 
the virus. Port cities are quarantining crews on the docks during loading and unloading. As the economy slows so has 
shipping. Los Angles reported shipping down 22.9% in February and it is predicted that shipping at all ports will drop 
20% due to supply chain disruptions. 
Source: by Lorraine Boissoneault, GreatLakes Now, March 30, 2020

Sault Tribe Concerned About Public Review of Enbridge Pemits
The Sault Tribe Chairman Aaron Payment wrote Governor Whitmer this week expressing concern about Enbridge 
applying for permits to continue their tunnel work. He says he learned that Enbridge will submit many permit applications 
possibly as early as this week. He said, “ There are several permits required and/or likely required, that will be subject to 
review and public comment periods of varying lengths. . . During the current state of emergency, the statutory timelines 
for these permit processes are impossible. . . I am urging you to take the necessary Executive action as governor to relax 
the statutory timelines for these expected permit applications.”

Mackinac Straits Hospital Will Take Homemade Masks
ST. IGNACE - Mackinac Straits Health (MSH) Foundation is coordinating a collaborative effort to accept community 
donations of much needed items for Mackinac Straits Hospital. This request includes personal protection equipment for 
staff, such as N-95 masks, surgical masks, face shields, disinfecting wipes, and hand sanitizer. Homemade personal masks 
are also being accepted.

Donations can be dropped off at the St. Ignace United Methodist Church, 615 U.S. Highway 2 West, weekdays during 
business hours, 9 am to 5 pm. There are signs posted at the handicap entryway on the backside of the church. 
Please note, due to visitor restrictions, items should NOT be dropped off at the hospital!

Those making masks at home to donate should use a pattern provided by a healthcare group. Many of these 
patterns can be found online at no charge. All other suggested items that are listed should be store bought and 
unopened.
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Lake Michigan Breaks March Record
Lake Michigan is set to break the March high water record and is now forecast to rise 4 more inches by the end of April.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ recent weekly report showed Lake Michigan has risen 1 inch over the past week and 
is now 5 inches above the March record set in 1986. Monthly records are set by taking the average water level for the 
entire month. Lake Michigan broke high water records in both January and February. Lake Michigan is 14 inches higher 
than it was on March 27, 2019.
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Ventilators - How Do They Work?
A ventilator is a mechanical system that powers the lungs. It pushes air through a tube that has been inserted into a 
patient’s lungs, by either going through the mouth, nose or for long-term use through a hole cut in the windpipe. The 
tube does not hurt but may be uncomfortable. If inserted through the nose or mouth is passes through the vocal cords on 
the way to the lungs. This mechanical interruption means the person on the 
ventilator can neither speak nor eat. A feeding tube is required.

The ventilator provides a mix of ordinary air and oxygen in a combination 
required for the specific patient. Hospital rooms are equipped with wall 
outlets for both compressed regular air and oxygen, and of course electricity. 
These gases are pressurized to 50 psi, all moisture has been removed, and 
when released the gas is cool. For use with human lungs the pressure must 
be decreased to 20 psi, moisture and warmth added. The machine has an 
adjustment to allow the appropriate mixing of air and oxygen to meet the 
needs of the patient.

In pop-up hospitals these three inputs may be lacking and battery power and 
compressed air tanks will be substituted.

The air being pushed into the lungs must match ordinary breathing in the 
speed with which the air is pushed in, the pressure under which it is pushed, 
and the volume pushed with each breath. Once one “breath” is pushed in 
then the machine must cease pushing air and open for the exhale of CO2. 
This is all controlled by computer-chip-driven valves and must be regulated 
to match the ability and effort of the patient. These controls require trained 
personnel to operate.

Thus a modern ventilator consists of over 600 parts that must fit together 
physically and electronically. Unlike masks, which can be homemade, 
ventilators require complex assembly processes. Before the pandemic an 
ICU hospital ventilator could cost between $25,000 and $50,000 each. They 
are not cheap and not quickly made out of car parts.

Source: Tobin, M.J. Principles and Practice of Mechanical Ventilation, 
3rd edition, www.accessanesthesiology.com

Most hospital beds are equipped with an emergency hand-powered bag 
ventilator (Ambu-Bag). MIT and other universities are working on a 
device to pump these bags mechanically. MIT has released their open-
source information in the hope of encouraging local businesses to produce 
a product for FDA testing. https://e-vent.mit.edu

The government began preparing for a possible shortage of ventilators 
five years ago according to a ProPublica article this week. The US Dept. 
of Health and Human Services (HHS) signed a $13.8 million contract 
with a Pennsylvania manufacturer to create a low-cost, portable, easy-to-
use ventilator to be stockpiled for emergencies. The company did develop a machine approved by the FDA. 
The HHS ordered 10,000 at $3,280 each. But the company did not produce any and according to the article is 
only obligated to produce the 10,000 by 2022. The company has taken the process developed and made more 
expensive ventilators it is selling overseas. In the process of all this the company was bought out by a larger 
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Is It Useful to Microwave Your Mail?
from the Washington Post

“Our mail is about the only thing we have coming into our home. Can we disinfect it, like by putting it in 
the microwave for one minute?” — Jack Elwell, California

We asked Benjamin Neuman, the chair of the Biological Sciences department at Texas A&M University at Texarkana. 
Neuman said there is actually some research that shows some viruses can be killed by being microwaved. “One study 
from 2004 demonstrated that microwaving on high in a 900-watt microwave for as little as 5 seconds was able to 
inactivate a chicken coronavirus on cotton swabs,” Neuman told us via email. 

But those experiments were done in a controlled lab setting, and the scientists knew exactly what they were microwaving 
and how much virus was on the swabs. There are a lot of unknowns in our own kitchens — how much wattage our 
microwaves are actually pumping out, how much virus is on the material and what that material is really made of.

“But any inactivation protocol would probably have to take into account the size and material to be sterilized,” Neuman 
said. “And microwaving could be hard on some kinds of mail — there are some kinds of paper that print via heat rather 
than ink, and those would probably become unreadable if microwaved.”

Even if microwaving the virus kills it, which scientists haven’t verified, there’s still risk in microwaving anything other 
than food. First, many masks — especially the super-effective N95 ones — have a little metal bar across the top that the 
wearer is supposed to use to form a seal around the top of the nose. Neuman said there’s also a plastic box that holds 
the filter that will melt. So N95 masks absolutely cannot go in a microwave. Second, the materials in other masks, even 
non-N95 masks, could be damaged by the heat of the microwave, rendering them ineffective. Finally, mail and other paper 
could be damaged or even catch on fire if put in the microwave.

Some reassuring news: even though the virus lives on paper or cardboard surfaces for some amount of time, the risk of 
catching the virus from those surfaces is very low, according to Joseph G. Allen, an assistant professor of exposure and 
assessment science at Harvard University’s T.H. Chan School of Public Health. If you can’t get past the idea of opening 
mail during the outbreak, the safest thing to do would probably be to quarantine it in a closet for two or three days and 
open it after the virus dies naturally.

Penguin Watch Looking for Volunteers
Citizen science, where you and I help scientists collect data, can be done from home and Penguin Watch is 
asking for folks to help count penguins. If you have free time and want to help penguins go to their web site at 
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/penguintom79/penguin-watch

MSU Sterilizing N95 Masks
Michigan State University plans to use a commercial oven to sterilize N95 masks that protect medical workers from the 
virus. Dr. Norman Beauchamp Jr., the school’s executive vice president for health sciences, said the method will allow the 
reuse of the masks at a time of shortages at hospitals.

The process began this week at the school’s Food Processing and Innovation Center. Staff retooled equipment to heat the 
masks so it kills viruses and bacteria. The masks then are sealed in individual bags and left to further decontaminate for 
three days. A test confirmed the process was successful. “The early data on it says you can do it 20 times, perhaps more, 
but we’re going to start with that,” Beauchamp said.
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