
   Events in Mackinaw City 

February 26 Wednesday
•	 Ash	Wednesday,	St.	Anthony’s,	7	pm

February 29 Saturday
•	 Ski	by	Lantern	Light,	Cheboygan	State	Park,	6	-	9	pm

March 5 - June 10
•	 Hawk	Watch,	by	Rec	Center,	watch	for	sign

March 8 Sunday
•	 Cabin	Fever	Dinner	by	Historical	Society,	Audie’s,	4:30	-	7	pm,	$

March 10 Wednesday
•	 Presidential	primary

March 11 Wednesday
•	 Trail	Backpacking	in	Denali	National	Park,	talk	by	Rick	Barber,	Straits	Area	Audubon,	Cheboygan	library,	6	pm

March 18 Wednesday
•	 Memorial	Day	Parade	Fundraiser	Dinner,	Audie’s,	5	-	7	pm,	$
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Ski Cheboygan State Park by Lantern Light - Straits Area Audubon Society	
Saturday,	February	29,	Cheboygan	State	Park,	6	-	9	pm

On	Saturday,	February	29th,	join	Cheboygan	community	members	and	your	fellow	Audubon	members	for	the	Annual	Ski	
and	Snowshoe	event	at	Cheboygan	State	Park.	Note:	Please	call	the	Park	at	231-627-2811,	if	weather	or	trail	conditions	
are	in	doubt.	Snowshoers	are	welcome,	however,	they	are	asked	to	keep	to	one	side	of	the	groomed	ski	tracks.

Drive	into	the	Park’s	entrance	east	of	Cheboygan,	off	from	US-23.	Park	at	the	trail	head	parking	lot.
Beginning	at	the	Park’s	trailhead	off	Seffern	Road,	skiers	will	find	approximately	1.8	miles	of	groomed	and	track-set	trails	
lit	by	lanterns.	Visitors	can	enjoy	a	bonfire	at	the	trailhead,	before	they	start	out.	Another	bonfire	is	planned	at	the	14	Foot	
Shoals	Cabin,	which	is	at	the	halfway	point,	with	snacks	and	hot	chocolate	available.
The	Park	is	open	throughout	the	winter	for	skiing	and	hiking.	The	lantern	light	skiing	event	will	be	held	weather	
permitting.	Note:	A	Recreation	Passport	is	required	for	entry	into	all	Michigan	State	Parks	and	recreation	areas.	
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State News

DeVos Family Donated a Lot of Money to Defeat Peters
Gongwer	-	Members	of	the	DeVos	family	have	donated	a	large	sum	of	money	to	a	conservative	super	political	action	
committee	targeting	U.S.	Sen.	Gary	Peters	in	his	run	for	reelection	against	John	James.	The	race	is	expected	to	be	one	of	
the	most	competitive	in	the	current	election	cycle,	with	Senator	Peters	being	one	of	two	Democrats	holding	U.S.	Senate	
seats	in	states	Mr.	Trump	won	in	2016.

A	filing	with	the	Federal	Election	Commission	shows	that	six	contributions	totaling	$800,000	from	DeVos	family	
members	were	submitted	to	the	Better	Future	MI	Fund.	Better	Future	Michigan	Executive	Director	Tori	Sachs	managed	
Republican	U.S.	Senate	candidate	John	James’	unsuccessful	2018	U.S.	Senate	campaign;	Mr.	James	is	running	again	
this	year	against	Mr.	Peters	(D-Bloomfield	Township).	Mr.	James’	campaign	out-raised	Mr.	Peters	in	each	of	the	last	two	
quarters.	Mr.	Peters,	however,	has	a	cash-on-hand	advantage	with	about	$8.04	million	in	the	bank	to	Mr.	James	having	
about	$6.1	million.

Legislation Pondered After Judge Guts Sex Offender Registry Law
Gongwer	-	U.S.	District	Judge	Robert	Cleland	held	Friday	that	Michigan’s	law	requiring	sex	offenders	to	register	with	
law	enforcement	and	abide	by	various	restrictions	on	their	movements	is	null	and	void	for	anyone	whose	offense	occurred	
prior	to	April	12,	2011.	Mr.	Cleland	also	substantially	scaled	that	requirement	back	for	anyone	whose	offenses	occurred	
starting	on	that	date	or	afterward.

Mr.	Cleland’s	ruling	takes	effect	in	60	days,	providing	a	two-month	window	for	the	Legislature	and	Ms.	Whitmer	to	come	
up	with	a	way	to	bring	the	statute	into	compliance	with	the	ruling.	Legislators	said	Friday	the	decision	means	they	must	
now	begin	a	serious	dialogue	about	whether	a	statewide	registry	for	sex	offenders	is	even	necessary	–	especially	if	aspects	
of	the	previous	registry	law	were	found	to	be	unconstitutional.

Chatfield Agrees With Shirkey Concerns On Absentee Bills
Gongwer	-	House	Speaker	Lee	Chatfield	said	Thursday	he	agrees	with	Senate	Majority	Leader	Mike	Shirkey’s	concerns	
this	week	surrounding	legislation	that	would	allow	election	workers	to	pre-process	absentee	ballots.

Mr.	Shirkey	(R-Clarklake)	said	he	doesn’t	think	the	Legislature	should	try	to	solve	a	problem	before	it	occurs	as	the	
bills	to	allow	pre-processing	(SB	756	and	SB	757)	are	on	the	Senate	floor	and	local	clerks	say	the	state’s	new	no-reason	
absentee	voting	allowance	will	lead	to	a	large	increase	in	those	voters	and	likely	delays	in	obtaining	results	(See	Gongwer	
Michigan	Report,	February	19,	2020).	The	Department	of	State	said	this	week	there	have	been	705,326	absentee	ballots	
issued	for	the	March	10	presidential	primary	and	252,230	have	been	returned.

Senate Appropriation for Higher Ed, Grills Treasury On Loan Refinance Proposal
Gongwer	-	Members	of	a	Senate	appropriations	subcommittee	pressed	officials	with	the	Department	of	Treasury	Thursday	
afternoon	on	whether	Governor	Gretchen	Whitmer’s	proposed	$10	million	student	loan	refinancing	program	is	truly	
necessary.

Ms.	Whitmer’s	proposed	student	loan	refinancing	program	is	an	effort	to	reduce	the	amount	of	outstanding	student	loan	
debt.	The	new	revolving	loan	fund	program	would	enable	qualified	borrowers	to	refinance	up	to	$50,000	of	their	student	
loans	through	the	department	with	a	new	lower	interest	rate.	The	target	demographic	for	the	program	would	be	
graduates	who	took	out	loans	10	years	ago	when	interest	rates	were	as	high	as	6	percent.

Concern	is	if	Ms.	Whitmer	is	attempting	to	compete	with	private	companies	that	could	possibly	offer	a	better	
deal	for	borrowers	seeking	to	refinance.
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Village Hall News
The	EDC	met	and	talked	about	possible	locations	for	a	Dollar	General	store.	The	company	is	interested	in	coming	to	town	
but	rejected	the	first	piece	of	property	they	considered	because	of	its	high	price.	They	want	to	look	at	other	parcels.

The	Zoning	Board	of	Appeals	(consisting	of	the	same	people	as	village	council)	met	to	discuss	Emmet	County	Circuit	
Court’s	remand	to	add	more	support	for	the	village’s	position	on	the	appeal	by	Miriam	Hiser.	She	appealed	the	zoning	
administrator’s	decision	allowing	construction	of	the	garage/house	at	the	Paquet	property	at	726	Lakeside	on	September	2,	
2014.	The	legal	process	is	complicated	and	has	taken	over	four	years.	A	court	recorder	was	assigned	to	this	meeting	to	get	
the	discussion	recorded	correctly.	I	have	tried	on	the	next	three	pages	to	explain	why	the	Hisers	think	the	village	errored	
and	why	the	village	thinks	it	did	not.	(I	hope	I	did	a	fair	job	-	this	is	really	complicated.)

Village	council	approved	the	following	special	events:
	 Chamber	Color	Run	-	DNR	Trailhead,	May	9,	8	am	-	12:30	pm	
	 Women’s	Club	Geranium	Sale	-	May	15,	library,	3	-	6	pm	
	 Women’s	Club	Strawberry	Social	-	July	4,	marina	lawn,	noon	-	4	pm
	 Historical	Society	Historic	Festival	-	July	25,	Heritage	Village,	11	am	-	4	pm
	 Chamber	Walk	of	Iron	Induction	Ceremony	-August	7,	2:30	-	3:30	pm

Jamie	Westfall,	director	of	the	Chamber	of	Commerce	but	speaking	for	herself,	read	a	plea	for	the	village	to	continue	
to	support	the	Corvette	Crossroads	Auto	Show.	She	believes	the	Mackinaw	Steel	car	show	will	also	be	beneficial	to	
Mackinaw	but	asked	the	Visitor’s	Bureau	to	hold	it	earlier,	on	August	7-9,	the	weekend	of	the	Ironworkers	Festival.	The	
new	event	could	be	called	Iron	and	Steel.	She	noted	that	Corvette	owners	have	been	coming	to	Mackinaw	for	30	years,	
supporting	Mackinaw	businesses,	and	she	fears	the	new	event	might	alienate	the	Corvette	owners.

The	police	department	report	shows	that	in	2019	we	had	a	large	increase	in	public	order	crimes,	jumping	from	3	in	
2018	to	11	in	2019.	But	more	worrisome	is	that	already	in	2020	the	village	has	had	8	public	order	crimes.	Also	citations	
are	up	with	17	so	far	this	year	versus	19	for	the	entire	2019.	Police	took	complaints	for	2020	of	63	versus	73	for	the	
entire	previous	year.	The	good	news	is	that	fire	runs	are	down	compared	to	last	year	and	the	council	approved	the	
Intergovernmental	Fire	Protection	Agreement	with	Wawatam	and	Mackinaw	Townships.	The	water	and	sewer	department	
is	working	with	Armstrong	Environmental	to	study	how	vulnerable	our	systems	are	to	the	rising	water	levels	of	the	Great	
Lakes.	They	also	talked	with	Claire	Lowe	from	EGLE	about	the	rising	water	table	and	infiltration	into	our	sewer	system.

The	village	received	encouragement	from	the	DNR	grant	coordinator	to	work	with	the	school	on	taking	over	the	
Recreation	Center.	Two	options	have	been	forwarded	to	the	school.

Belinda	Mollen	was	re-appointed	to	the	EDC	and	Enzo	Lieghio	and	Pat	Wyman	were	re-appointed	to	the	Fire	Board.

As Businesses Close, What to do about Nicolet St.?
With	two	additional	businesses	closing	on	Nicolet	(Burger	King	and	Mystery	Town),	the	street	is	looking	pretty	
downtrodden.	

I	texted	with	Joe	Lieghio	and	he	confirmed	that	they	bought	Burger	King	and	are	looking	to	rent	it	out.	They	have	not	
bought	Mystery	Town.

When	asked	what	he	thought	could	perk	up	Nicolet,	Joe	suggested	the	street	needs	to	be	marketed	to	passing	
traffic	on	I-75.	If	people	could	see	what	is	available	adjacent	to	the	freeway	and	then	see	an	exit	sign,	more	
would	stop.	Joe	thought	that	both	pruning	bushes	along	the	freeway	and	a	more	expansive	sign	allowance	for	
Nicolet	businesses	would	help	make	the	corridor	more	profitable,	with	fewer	closed	businesses.
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Hiser versus Village of Mackinaw City - What is a single family dwelling?
The	Hisers	are	contesting	decisions	made	by	the	2014	village	zoning	administrator	on	the	placement	and	height	of	the	
2015	construction	on	726	Lakeside.	There	are	two	main	points	of	contention.	First,	the	zoning	district	is	limited	to	single	
family	dwellings.	Was	the	new	building	attached	to	the	old	thus	forming	one	dwelling	and	how	tall	could	it	be?	Second,	
the	set-back	of	the	building	depends	on	whether	the	right-of-way	to	the	lake	between	the	Hiser	and	Paquet	property	is	a	
street	or	something	else.	The	courts	have	sent	this	issue	back	to	the	village	zoning	board	of	appeals	several	times	and	the	
court	is	irritated	with	the	inadequacy	of	the	village’s	responses.	Thus,	the	zoning	board	of	appeals	had	to	provide	more	
evidence	of	why	these	two	buildings	were	attached,	and	how	tall	the	new	construction	could	have	been.

Is this a single family dwelling, i.e. are the two buildings attached? 
Zoning	for	this	area	along	the	beach	limits	the	lots	to	single	family	dwellings.	(It	has	been	decided	that	the	2014	Zoning	
Ordinance	applies	to	this	issue	not	the	current	Zoning	Ordinance.)

2014 Zoning Ordinance Definitions
DWELLING, 1 – FAMILY. A “1-family dwelling” is a detached building* designed for or occupied exclusively 
by one (1) family.
DWELLING, 2 – FAMILY. A “2-family dwelling” is a detached building designed for or occupied exclusively 
by two (2) families, living independently of each other.
GARAGE, PRIVATE. A private garage is a building or other structure designed for the
housing of automobiles and having capacity for not more than four (4) automobiles.

* detached building means it is a stand-alone house, not a duplex or other houses that share walls

Original	house

Garage	with	housing	above

The court demands that the village decide what this bigger new structure is. Is it a home or garage? Apparently it 
has 750-square-feet of space with a living room, dining room, bath, kitchen, washer and dryer over a garage. Hisers 
contend it is a house. The village, based on testimony by the Paquets, contends it is a garage with space above for 
summer family visitors, i.e. basically a spare room. Is this one house for one family or two separate but very near 
houses?  (The picture, which came from the Hisers, had the writing on it and I could not remove it.)
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Photos provided by Hiser attorney with 
the Hiser comments on them.

To	be	legal,	the	garage	had	to	be	a	garage,	not	a	house,	and	had	to	have	been	attached	to	the	main	house.	The	Hisers	claim	
it	is	a	house	and	it	was	not	attached,	so	allowing	the	garage/house	to	be	built	violated	the	zoning	that	only	allows	one	
dwelling	on	the	property.	The	zoning	board	had	to	demonstrate	it	was	indeed	a	garage	with	incidental	space	above	and	
how	the	two	were	attached.	Both	sides	used	the	following	photo	of	the	end	of	the	building	to	support	their	position.

The	Hisers	claim:	The	roof	line	was	not	shared	(see	photo	previous	page),	the	foundation	was	not	shared,	there	was	no	
integration	between	the	two	structures,	you	had	to	walk	outside	to	go	from	one	to	the	other-	they	abut	only.	Hisers	look	
at	the	photo	below	right	and	see	that	when	
the	house	was	demolished	last	year	there	
was	no	change	in	the	paneling	of	this	wall,	
therefore	the	two	were	not	attached.	There	
were	apparently	no	screws,	bolts	or	nails	
going	from	one	to	the	other.

The	village	looks	at	this	photo	and	sees	a	
stain	where	the	former	roof	leaned	on	the	
wall.	That	stain	proves	that	the	two	were	
attached,	i.e.	they	abutted	with	no	void.	
The	village	also	looks	at	the	picture	of	the	
footings	being	poured	(below)	and	says	that	
they	are	attached	because	at	the	far	end	the	
new	footing	is	poured	under	the	old.	The	
village	thus	affirmed	the	original	decision	
that	these	two	structures	were	attached.

The	question	of	the	height	of	this	building	
also	had	to	be	resolved.	The	ordinance	
allowed	a	21-foot	height	and	the	building	is	
25-feet	tall.	The	village	conceded	there	was	
an	error	in	allowing	this	height.

Stain on wall

Footing frame at the far right corner runs under the existing 
footer, thus they are attached according to village council.
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Hiser versus Village of Mackinaw City - What is a street?

Is the right-of-way between the Hisers and Paquets a street? 
The	village	ordinance	book	defines	a	street	on	page	2-24:

ROAD OR STREET, PUBLIC. Any public right-of-way which 
provides vehicular access to adjacent properties.

The	Zoning	Ordinance	in	Section	2-101(b)	says	“words used in the 
singular number include the plural; and words used in the plural 
number include the singular.” 

Why	does	it	matter?	If	it	is	a	street	then	these	two	houses	sit	on	a	
corner,	and	corner	setbacks	are	much	larger.	Thus,	the	dwelling	and	
garage,	whose	apron	spreads	across	the	right-of-way,	are	illegal	
because	they	are	in	the	set-back.

The	Hisers	claim	the	right-of-way	serves	both	properties,	that	they,	
the	Hisers,	have	gotten	deliveries	from	trucks	that	ran	down	this	
land,	and,	of	course,	the	Paquets	have	a	driveway	running	off	of	it.

The	village	claims	that	in	this	case	the	plural	word	“properties”	was	
intentional	and	not	covered	by	section	2-101(b).	This	was	never	a	
road,	had	trees	growing	up	in	it,	and	was	a	walking	path.

It	seems	to	me	that	the	word	“access”	is	critical	but	neither	side	
discussed	the	definition	of	this	word.

The	conclusion	of	the	zoning	board	of	appeals,	
that	was	passed	as	a	motion,	was	that	the	
new	building	was	attached,	it	was	built	to	be	
primarily	a	garage,	that	a	10-foot	front	setback	
and	21	foot	height	apply,	that	the	building	
now	standing	is	a	garage	not	a	house,	and	the	
right-of-way	is	not	a	road	or	street.	However,	the	board	did	find	that	the	building	does	exceed	21	feet	and	is	
thus	in	violation.	“[T]he	Zoning	Administrator	is	directed	to	notify	the	property	owners	of	such	violation	in	
accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Zoning	Ordinance	and	to	undertake	required	enforcement	actions.”	(I‘m	
not	sure	what	that	means.)	All	of	this	information	will	be	sent	back	to	the	Emmet	County	Circuit	Court	for	a	
decision.
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This Mackinaw history was provided by Miriam Hiser as part of her case
On	September	5,	1911,	Bishop	Leete	recorded	the	deed	reflecting	his	purchase	of	lots	57,	58,	59	and	60	on	Wawatam	
Beach	from	Vine	Harding,	the	original	developer	of	Wawatam	Beach.

On	September	7,	1911,	Vine	Harding	sent	
the	attached	Exhibit	B	to	Bishop	Leete.	
In	that	letter,	Vine	Harding	states:	“Just	
discovered	a	mistake	in	the	deed	I	gave	
you	of	deeding	you	the	whole	of	lot	57	
which	is	80	feet	wide	and	takes	in	the	
30	foot	street	and	your	50	foot	lot	that	I	
should	have	deeded	should	read	the	west	
50	feet	of	lot	57	instead...	“	Vine	Harding	
goes	on	to	say	that	if	the	deed	from	Vine	
Harding	to	Bishop	Leete	had	already	been	
recorded,	“I	will	make	a	deed	from	you	to	
the	Village	of	Mackinaw....”.

October	3,	1911	letter	also	from	Vine	
Harding	to	Bishop	Leete	states	at	page	
two:	“Lot	57	on	the	original	plat	is	80	feet	
the	East	30	feet	is	layed	(sic)	off	for	street	
so	you	have	no	chance	of	less	than	50	
feet.”	

On	October	27,	1911,	Bishop	Leete	
executed	the	Quitclaim	Deed	at	issue	in	
this	case	which	states:	“Said	property	to	be	

improved	by	second	party	(Village	of	Mackinaw	City}	and	used	as	a	street	only.”	
The	consideration	was	one	dollar.

The	purchase	price	for	the	four	lots	was	$710,	or	$177	per	lot	in	
1911.	Bishop	Leete	quitclaimed	3/8	of	one	of	these	lots	for	one	dollar	
when	3/8	of	a	lot	would	have	had	a	then	current	market	price	of	
approximately	$65.	
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Mackinaw History
Dorothy Pierce	(was	interviewed	in	1995,	25-years	ago)
Ebullient	is	the	word	that	comes	to	mind	after	spending	a	few	hours	with	Dorothy	
Pierce.	Full	of	energy	and	enthusiasm,	she	has	happy	memories	of	her	youth	on	
Mackinaw’s	only	dairy	–	the	Pierce	Dairy.	She	tells	the	story	with	quick	smiles	and	a	
flash	of	old	photos	which	she	shares	from	the	edge	of	her	seat.	This	is	a	woman	who	
has	enjoyed	life,	is	enjoying	life	and,	on	this	first	sunny	day	of	spring,	is	anticipating	
enjoying	the	days	ahead.	Just	one	day	after	her	81st	birthday	Dorothy	is	feeling	spring	
gardening	fever.

Her	story	in	Mackinaw	City	starts	in	the	19th	century	when	her	father	and	mother	
met	in	Charlotte,	Michigan,	southwest	of	Lansing.	Her	mother,	Mary	Roll,	was	a	
German	immigrant	and	her	father,	Bert	B.	Pierce	was	of	British	descent.	They	married	
and	moved	to	Canby,	in	what	is	now	Bliss	Township,	in	1896,	shortly	after	the	first	
settlers	arrived	in	the	area.	Their	plan	to	start	a	farm	was	diverted	for	a	few	years	as	
Bert	worked	at	the	lumber	mill	for	$1	a	day.	Their	plan	for	a	family	was	implemented	
immediately	and	just	a	year	after	their	arrival	Carl,	the	first	of	eight	children,	was	born.

By	the	time	Dorothy,	the	youngest,	was	born,	farming	had	reclaimed	the	family.	Bert	
had	moved	his	
family	to	Mackinaw	
City	to	work	with	
Mr.	Risk	on	his	
Mackinaw	dairy	
which	Bert	bought	
in	1913.	The	dairy	
and	farm	consisted	
of	land	which	spread	
north	and	west	from	
the	corner	of	Jamet	
and	Louvigny.	The	
large	farmhouse	
was	decorated	with	
the	first	crop	of	
each	spring,	the	
cobblestones.

The	acreage	was	
small	with	no	
pasture	for	the	cows.	
Early	each	morning	
a	hired	man	escorted	
the	cows	to	various	
road-sides	and	wood	

Pierce home on Jamet where Darrows Restaurant sits now

25 Years Ago
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lots	around	town	for	their	pasturage	and	he	
returned	with	them	at	4	pm.	Free	roaming	
cows	on	borrowed	pasture	was	not	totally	
consistent	with	the	growing	car	traffic	
in	Mackinaw	City.	As	money	could	be	
scraped	together	Bert	began	buying	land	
from	the	McGulpin	estate	on	the	west	side	
of	town.

He	acquired	210	acres	that	extended	
east	and	south	from	McGulpin’s	Point,	
straddling	the	dirt	path	called	Central	Ave.	
It	took	several	years	to	buy	the	land	and	
several	more	to	clear	it	of	its	trees	and	
abundant	rock.	Contract	work,	like	logging,	
hauling	and	clearing	land	generated	extra	
cash.	The	Pierces	cleared	the	old	airport	
land	as	an	example	of	one	money-making	
venture.

In	1926	the	family	began	building	its	modern	dairy	on	Central	Ave.	Bert,	in	conjunction	with	a	Michigan	State	agricultural	
agent,	planned	the	40	stanchion	barn	and	dairy.	Dorothy’s	oldest	brother	Carl	did	the	skilled	construction	tasks.	Everyone	
else	helped	with	brute	labor.	The	wood	was	acquired	from	a	German-owned	Cheboygan	tannery	driven	out	of	business	
because	of	anti-German	nationalistic	fervor	during	World	War	I.	By	1928	the	114-foot	barn	was	complete	and	the	family	
moved	in	1929.	Michigan	State	University	supplied	landscaping	plans	that	were	implemented	and	the	farm	took	on	its	
famed	beauty.

The	dairy	soon	housed	cows,	horses,	chickens,	and	pigs	along	with	eight	
growing	kids.	The	cows	roamed	primarily	on	the	south	side	of	Central	
Ave.	while	feed	crops	such	as	corn,	potatoes	and	oats	were	raised	on	the	
thin	soil	of	the	north	side	of	the	road.

Carl	and	his	younger	brother,	Bob,	took	control	of	the	dairy	from	their	
father	who	developed	crippling	arthritis	and	retired	in	1929.	Bert’s	last	
day	at	work	was	the	day	N.	Huron	Ave.	burned	down,	Dorothy	recalls.	
(cont. next week)

Mary and Bert Pierce

Central Ave. is the dirt path crossing from left to right in this photo. The house and barn 
(Doc’s) are still in their original locations.

The cows in the fields behind the barn



Best Holiday
What	is	the	best	holiday	of	the	year	for	kids?	Not	Christmas,	not	Halloween,	not	their	birthday!	It	is	the	unplanned,	
unstructured	snow	day.	You	get	up,	look	out	the	window,	see	drifts	of	snow	and	zoom	immediately	to	the	radio,	TV,	
or	web	site.	Wait	for	it	–	the	official	
announcement.	Is	school	canceled?	Is	it	
delayed?	Is	it	a	day	for	pure	enjoyment?	
Is	it	a	day	too	severe	to	struggle	to	school	
but	delightful	enough	to	put	on	the	heavy	
pants	and	boots	and	run	outside	through	
the	drifts?

Religion	scholar	Joshua	Dubler	writes,	
“In	the	time	and	space	conventionally	
allotted	for	workday	obligations,	children	
and	adults	are	given	license	to	play.”	Its	
only	rules	are	that	it	has	to	be	a	weekday	
that	would	ordinarily	devoted	to	time	in	
class.	Dubler	identifies	it	as	the	purest	
of	holidays,	no	money	is	made	off	it,	no	
planning	is	required,	it	is	a	free	carnival	for	
both	kids	and	adults.

Dubler	notes	that	it	violates	the	capitalist	concept	of	clock	time,	something	to	be	saved	or	spent,	rather	on	a	snow	day	
it	is	random	requiring	no	planning,	no	accounting,	it	is	for	pure	fun.	Of	course,	not	everyone	gets	to	enjoy	it	but	most	
do.	So	wait	for	it,	it	may	happen	it	may	not,	but	feel	the	excitement	as	you	go	to	bed	on	a	forecast	of	heavy	snow,	cold	
temperatures,	and	high	winds.	Be	a	kid	again.

Umami? What is that?
This	is	a	word	new	to	me	and	it	has	something	to	do	with	food,	which	is	something	important	to	me.	

Turns	out	that	when	we	learned	the	basic	food	tastes	of	sweet,	sour,	salty,	and	bitter,	one	was	left	out.	The	fifth	taste	is	
umami	and	it	was	discovered	in	1908.	Like	the	others	a	family	of	chemicals	called	glutamates.	We	like	it	because	it	lingers	
on	the	tongue	and	promotes	saliva,	making	it	easier	for	the	body	to	digest	proteins.	Enjoying	this	chemical	is	a	survival	
skill.	Proteins	are	big	complex	molecules	that	can’t	attach	
directly	to	our	taste	buds,	but	if	they	are	broken	down	by	
cooking	or	fermenting	they	can	attach	to	umami.	So	we	
like	our	meat	cooked,	our	dairy	fermenting	into	cheese	or	
yogurt,	and	soy	sauce	as	an	additive.

Some	foods	are	naturally	high	in	glutamates,	such	as	
tomatoes,	mushrooms	and	anchovies	in	addition	to	the	
seaweed	kombu	where	glutamates	were	first	found.	From	
that	seaweed,	the	discoverer	of	glutamate	extracted	the	
closest	thing	to	pure	glutamate	that	could	be	used	as	a	
seasoning,	monosodium	glutamate	or	MSG.	Despite	the	
bad	name	that	MSG	got,	researchers	using	blind	tests	found	
people	who	claimed	to	be	“sensitive”	could	not	tell	foods	
with	MSG	from	those	without.	“FDA	considers	the	addition	
of	MSG	to	foods	to	be	‘generally	recognized	as	safe.’”

Our snow day this week left some impressive snow piles
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Dwindling Nutrients in our Food
In	2014,	the	United	Nations	said	there	can	be	roughly	60	harvests	of	a	crop	before	the	topsoil	is	depleted	of	
its	nutrients.	The	micro-nutrients	in	the	soil	are	vital	to	our	health	and	end	up	in	our	food	to	provide	needed	
chemicals.	Once	depleted	the	soil	produces	crops	that	are	not	as	nutritious.

Several	things	are	causing	our	soil	to	become	a	poorer	substrate	for	our	food.	High	on	the	list	are	increasing	
atmospheric	carbon	dioxide,	and	chemicals	added	to	the	soil	including	fertilizers.	But	another	nutrient	killer	
is	picking	the	food	before	it	is	ripe	and	then	artificially	ripening	it	with	gases.	Genetic	breeding	for	other	
qualities	like	pest	resistance,	fast	growth,	and	bigger	size	might	be	squeezing	out	nutrients.

“What	does	this	mean	for	the	apple	in	your	fruit	bowl	right	now?	According	to	Dr.	August	Dunning,	chief	
science	officer	and	co-owner	of	Eco	Organics,	we	would	have	to	eat	26	of	today’s	apples	to	reach	the	same	
nutrient	quantity	of	iron	as	one	apple	consumed	in	1950.”	A	2004	study	at	the	University	of	Texas	identified	
43	different	vegetables	and	fruits	with	“reliable	declines”	in	the	amount	to	protein,	calcium,	phosphorus,	iron,	
riboflavin,	and	vitamin	C	over	the	past	50	years.

The	lack	of	these	nutrients	is	said	to	be	leading	to	poor	cognitive	development,	obesity,	diabetes,	and	immune	
system	deficiencies.	This	is	a	growing	area	of	medical	research.

What	to	do?	Read	the	package	labels,	which	are	written	for	men,	and	get	a	balance	of	nutrients.	Those	apples?	
Buy	them	from	a	variety	of	locations	to	get	a	variety	of	nutrients.

Emily	Reiblein,	Marine Log, Feb. 2020

Straits State Harbor a Harbor Host Location
LANSING,	MICH.	--	Boaters	will	see	a	new	DNR	program	in	action	this	summer	at	two	Northern	Michigan	state	harbors.
In	the	same	spirit	as	the	DNR’s	popular	campground	host	program,	the	new	‘harbor	host’	program	will	use	volunteers	to	
act	as	helpful	guides	for	other	boaters	and	perform	some	light	housekeeping-type	duties	--	and	they’ll	get	a	no-fee	boat	
slip	in	return.	The	pilot	program	will	take	place	this	summer	at	Straits	State	Harbor	in	Mackinaw	City	and	Presque	Isle	
State	Harbor	in	Presque	Isle,	north	of	Alpena.

The	initial	call	for	volunteers	proved	so	successful	that	all	harbor	host	positions	for	2020	are	already	filled,	said	Michelle	
Coss,	who	works	in	DNR	fund	and	resource	development.	She	said	the	hope	is	for	the	hosts	to	act	as	“the	eyes	and	ears	
of	the	harbor”	after	staff	goes	home,	and	serve	sort	of	like	concierges	--	responsibilities	may	include	providing	local	
information,	maintaining	weather	updates,	assisting	boaters	in	and	out	of	slips,	and	the	like.	The	hope	is	that	the	program	
will	expand	to	more	state	harbors	in	2021,	Coss	said.

Harbor	hosts	are	screened	and	interviewed	by	staff	and	selected	on	availability,	familiarity	with	boating,	
special	skills	and	knowledge	of	the	area.	Hosts	must	participate	in	a	two-day	training	session	within	the	first	
two	years	of	being	selected.
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Bad Roads and Bridges in News As Driver Hurt
Bridge Magazine	published	a	report	on	an	accident	on	I-127	fifteen	miles	south	of	Lansing.	A	chunk	of	concrete	fell	
from	a	bridge	overpass,	crashed	through	a	car	window	and	injured	the	driver.	The	driver	was	taken	to	the	hospital	and	the	
injuries	are	not	life-threatening	The	bridge	was	rated	in	fair	condition.	Here	are	the	statistics	the	magazine	published	on	the	
condition	of	Michigan	roads	and	bridges.

Emmet	County	has	663	miles	of	roads
29%	are	good
34.7%	are	fair
34.2	are	poor

Cheboygan	County	has	880	miles	of	roads
11.1%	are	good
24.8%	are	fair
64.1%	are	poor

Mackinac	County	has	miles	907	miles	of	roads
15.3%	are	good
69.2%	are	fair
15.4	%	are	poor
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Ice cover is way down
At	the	beginning	of	February	in	2019,	Lake	Erie	was	totally	iced	in	and	more	of	the	lakes	were	covered.	This	year’s	ice	
coverage	is	much	reduced,	which	mean	evaporation	will	be	up,	thus	helping	keep	the	lake	levels	down.

February 14, 2020

February 1, 2019
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