
   Events in Mackinaw City 

February 6 Thursday
•	 Public	hearing	on	proposed	village	budget,	Village	Hall,	7	pm

February 10 Monday
•	 Historical	Society	presentation	on	Bird	Rehabilitation,	Tonya	Procknow,	Library	7	pm

February 12 Wednesday
•	 Straits	Area	Audubon	talk,	Cheboygan	library,	6	pm

 
February 22 Saturday
•	 Job	Fair	by	DNR,	St.	Anthony’s,	10	am	-	2	pm

Ever wonder what those racks on the back of vehicles are for? Here is the answer.
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Northern Michigan Policy Conference
Many	of	the	wealthier	northern	Michigan	Chambers	of	Commerce	have	come	together	to	agree	on	the	major	issues	
facing	northern	Michgian	on	which	the	legislature	and	state	staff	should	be	informed.	They	recently	came	out	with	this	
list.	It	echos	well	with	Mackinaw’s	issues.	The	Alliance	identified	and	has	adopted	what	it	calls	“Four	Pillars	of	Rural	
Prosperity”:

Rural	Business	Development—business	incentive	parity	for	different	demographics	of	the	state,	rural	research	and	
development	of	state	tax	credits,	and	addressing	rural	infrastructure	including	high-speed	internet.

Attracting	Talent	to	Rural	Areas—Rural	Internship	or	Apprenticeship	Credit,	Rural	Relocation	Tax	Credit	targeting	out-of-
state	relocation	and	advance	rural	health	care,	education,	and	training	interests.

Rural	and	Small	City	Housing	Development—Incentives	for	rural	employers	who	offset	employee	housing	costs	through	
new	development,	rehabilitation,	vouchers,	or	down	payment	programs.

It	also	wants	to	see	a	rural	Payment-In-Lieu	of	Taxes	program	for	qualifying	local	units	of	government	interested	in	
incentivizing	and	promoting	workforce	housing	and	amending	the	MSHDA	Qualified	Allocation	Plan	(QAP)	to	better	
address	rural	housing	needs.

Access	to	Quality	Childcare—Incentive	options	for	employers	to	provide	childcare	on	site	or	through	multi-employer	
cooperatives,	create	an	industry	ombudsman	to	check	compliance	and	regulatory	inconsistencies	across	the	state	as	well	as	
increase	technical	assistance	for	new	childcare	providers.
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Village Hall News
The	budget	is	ready	for	council	approval.	The	committte	met	and	made	a	few	final	adjustments.	One	includes	adding	
$10,000	each	year	for	three	years	to	fix	the	Victorian	street	lights	downtown.	They	were	designed	to	be	computer	
controlled	and	energy	efficient.	But	they	have	failed	and	so	has	the	company	that	provided	them,	the	company	no	longer	
exists.	Village	staff	has	figured	a	way	to	replace	the	internal	workings	for	about	$100	per	post.	With	300	posts	this	will	
cost	the	village	$30,000	in	total.	Village	council	will	look	at	some	sample	light	levels	and	decide	which	to	install.	Once	
under	village	control,	maintenance	of	the	Victorian	lights	will	be	much	easier.

A	second	budget	adjustment	is	a	plan	to	hire	a	new	community	development	director.	Currently	the	village	is	paying	a	
$3,300	per	month	retainer	for	an	attorney.	Staff	feels	it	can	hire	a	full-time	attorney/	community	development	director,	one	
person	to	do	both	jobs,	for	only	an	additional	$3,300	a	year.	The	attorney	would	then	work	in	the	community	development	
officer’s	office,	behind	the	village	manager.	They	with	hold	office	hours	and	be	available	for	the	myriad	of	legal	issues	that	
arise	constantly.	The	village	would	still	employ	specialty	lawyers	as	needed.	No	decision	has	yet	been	made	on	the	fire	
chief	position.

The	facilities	committee	met	to	discuss	an	idea	floated	by	the	school	about	the	Recreation	Center.	The	school	does	not	
have	enough	gym	space	for	team	practices,	tournaments,	and	invitationals.	Team	practices	must	be	scheduled	until	9	pm	
because	space	is	limited.	Across	their	parking	lot	sits	the	Recreation	Center	that	is	under	utilized.	Could	a	partnership	of	
some	type,	or	even	outright	ownership,	be	used	to	increase	usage	of	the	Recreation	Center,	was	the	question	posed	by	
Superintendent	Jeff	Curth.	He	acknowledged	that	this	would	require	new	floor	coverings,	better	heating,	and	possibly	
remodeling	the	front	part	for	classroom	space.	He	felt	the	school	could	use	the	facility	daily	from	August	through	May.	
The	committee	agreed	that	further	discussion	is	warranted	and	that	this	will	probably	have	to	begin	with	the	school	and	
village	attorneys	talking	to	the	DNR	about	the	deed	restrictions	on	the	property	that	were	set	in	place	because	the	building	
was	paid	for	with	DNR	grant	money.

The	Planning	Commission	met	to	discuss	the	
Crossing’s	zoning	application	for	five	igloos.	
Each	will	be	18’	in	diameter	enclosing	254	sq.	
ft.	designed	for	Alaskan	weather.	They	will	be	
permanent	structures	made	of	polycarbonate	and	
thus	transparent.	The	area	will	be	landscaped	for	
segregation	as	required	by	liquor	control	and	to	be	
attractive.	They	will	have	a	solar	vent	in	the	top	for	
summer	heat	control.	Each	will	hold	18	-20	people.	
The	commission	voted	to	accept	the	plan	contingent	
on	a	positive	review	by	the	village	engineers.	The	
commission	then	discussed	the	next	issue	it	wants	
to	consider.	After	some	discussion	about	viewshed	
it	was	decided,	instead,	to	focus	on	investigating	
housing	above	the	downtown	businesses.

The blue igloos will be served 
from the red bar
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Issues bothering village government:
Required Parking Spaces for Restaurants and Taverns
At	a	recent	Planning	Commission	meeting	a	modification	to	the	Rusted	Spoke	building	was	presented.	It	would	expand	the	eating/
drinking	area	into	the	former	motel	wing.	The	plan	submitted	included	42	parking	spaces,	41	for	the	food/drink	operation	and	
one	for	one	remaining	lodging	room.	The	new	planning	commission	believes	in	going	strictly	by	the	book	and	when	they	did	the	
calculations	the	41	spaces	were	way	too	few.	The	difference	resulted	from	whether	parking	spaces	are	determined	by	the	square	
footage	of	the	service	area	or	of	the	gross	area.	The	gross	floor	space	is	defined	as	the	sum	of	the	areas	of	each	floor	measured	from	
exterior	wall	to	exterior	wall.	This	is	in	contrast	to	the	service	area	which	is	the	space	used	by	customers.	The	difference	is	large	
because	the	preparation	area	and	any	storage	spaces	can	amount	to	40%	or	more	of	the	total	space.	The	ordinance	specifies	that	
gross	area	be	used,	but	apparently	service	area	has	been	used	in	recent	years.	

I	researched	some	comparable	governments	to	see	how	their	parking	requirements	for	such	an	establishment	are	calculated.	
	
Mackinaw	City	requires	one	(1)	parking	space	for:
	 RESTAURANT	-	Each	100	square	feet	of	gross	space	(restaurant	involves	consumption	of	beverages,	food	or	refreshments)
	 TAVERN	-	Each	75	square	feet	of	gross	cocktail	lounge	and	tavern	space
	 DRIVE-IN	-	Each	40	square	feet	of	gross	floor	area	with	a	minimum	of	25
	 CARRY	OUT	-	Each	100	square	feet	gross

Why would a tavern need 30% more parking spaces? This is an interesting photo of the Dixie Tavern because most of the patrons are 
women and there is a large sign over the bartender’s head that says No Unescorted Ladies Served at the Bar after 8 PM. Is this a gag 
photo?

cont.
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Cheboygan	requires	one	(1)	parking	space	for:
	 FAST	FOOD	-	Each	60	square	feet	of	gross	floor	area	for	fast	food	restaurants
	 RESTAURANT	-	Each	two	seats	plus	one	space	for	every	ten	seats	based	on	maximum	seating	capacity	
	 BAR	-	Each	two	seats,	based	on	maximum	seating	capacity	for	a	bar	or	lounge
	
Petoskey	requires	two	(2)	parking	spaces	for:
		 Every	five	seats	in	eating	and	drinking	establishments

St.	Ignace	requires	one	(1)	for:
	 RESTAURANT	-	Each	three	persons	allowed	within	the	maximum	occupancy	load	in	establishments	for	the	sale	
and	consumption	on	the	premises	of	beverages,	food	or	refreshments

South	Haven	requires	one	(1)	for:
	 RESTAURANT	&	DRIVE-IN	-	Every	75	square	feet	of	usable	floor	area	or	1	for	each	two	persons	allowed	
within	the	maximum	occupancy	load	for	sale	and	consumption	of	beverages,	food	or	refreshments	

Harbor	Springs	requires	one	(1)	for	:
	 DRIVE-IN	-	Each	two	employees	plus	1	for	every	
two	seats	inside	the	building	plus	one	for	each	20	square	feet	
of	building	floor	area
	 RESTAURANT	-	Each	100	square	feet	of	gross	floor	
space	for	full-line	restaurants	(sale	of	alcoholic	beverages	
shall	be	subordinate	to	the	primary	use)	
	 	SPECIALITY	RESTAURANT	-	Each	300	square	
feet	of	gross	floor	space	(Defined	as	providing	a	limited	
range	of	food	and/or	beverage	for	immediate	consumption	
on	site	like	frozen	desserts)

Applying	these	rules	to	Rusted	Spoke’s	size	as	proposed,	
with	an	occupancy	and	seats	of	214	(estimated	based	on	144	
now)	here	are	the	number	of	parking	spaces	that	would	be	
required:

Mackinaw	City	restaurant	 	 	 69
Mackinaw	City	tavern	 	 	 	 92
St.	Ignace	 	 	 	 	 72
Petoskey	 	 	 	 	 86
Harbor	Springs	 	 	 	 	 69
South	Haven	(if	usable	area	means	gross	area)	 93	or	107	
If	usable	area	is	service	area	then	55.

Of	course,	the	tourist	town	of	Mackinaw	City	is	not	really	
like	any	of	these,	yet	some	of	these	rules	seem	much	more	
reasonable.	Figuring	on	the	number	of	seats	makes	more	
sense	to	me	than	gross	floor	area.	How	much	is	walk	up	
patronage,	snowmobile	partronage?	Currently	the	seating	
capacity	is	144.	How	many	cars	does	that	mean?

World famous outhouse Wee Wee Tee Pee, born in 
2007, has seen its final race at Mackinaw City Winterfest 
Outhouse Races. It was always a crowd favorite and 
she was fast. Over the past 14 years and many different 
pushers/pullers it has compiled one bronze, four silver, 
and two golden trophy toilet seats. Owned and built by 
Matt Cooley, with help from Greg Yoder (Big G).
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State News

Indiana mulls law aiming to limit Lake Michigan beach access
INDIANAPOLIS	(AP)	—	Indiana	lawmakers	are	considering	a	bill	that	would	undo	a	landmark	Indiana	Supreme	Court	
ruling	that	affirmed	that	the	shoreline	of	Lake	Michigan	is	unquestionably	owned	by	the	state	and	held	in	trust	for	use	by	
all	residents.	The	legislation	would	give	up	the	state’s	ownership	of	large	swaths	of	Indiana’s	lake	shoreline	to	adjacent	
private	property	owners	if	the	property	description	in	their	deeds	indicates	their	land	extends	to	Lake	Michigan.

In	its	2018	ruling,	the	Indiana	Supreme	Court	guaranteed	public	access	to	Lake	Michigan	beaches	after	dismissing	a	
claim	that	deeds	showing	property	lines	running	into	the	lake	are	valid.	It	is	ironic	that	this	is	being	discussed	now,	when	
high	water	levels	have	overrun	most	beaches.	This	ruling	has	been	used	to	re-enforce	the	same	beach	access	in	Michigan.	
Should	the	law	change	in	Indiana	it	could	have	an	effect	here.

DETROIT	(AP)	-More air bag recalls - here are the models
The	Toyota	recall	covers	certain	2011-2019	Corollas,	the	2011	to	2013	Matrix,	the	2012	through	2018	Avalon	and	the	
2013	to	2018	Avalon	Hybrid	in	the	U.S.	If	you	have	questions	call	800-333-4331	The	Toyota	problem	has	to	do	with	the	
computer	that	runs	the	air	bag	that	might	fail	and	cause	the	bag	not	to	inflate	fully.

Honda	vehicles	included	are	the	1998	to	2000	Accord	Coupe	and	Sedan,	the	1996	to	2000	Civic	coupe	and	sedan,	the	1997	
to	2001	CR-V,	the	1998	to	2001	Odyssey	and	the	1997	and	1998	EV	Plus.	Acura	vehicles	covered	are	the	1997	and	1998	
2.2CL,	the	1997	to	1999	3.0CL,	the	1998	and	1999	2.3CL,	the	2001	and	2002	3.2CL,	the	2001	and	2002	MDX,	the	1998	
to	2003	3.5RL,	and	the	1999	to	2001	3.2TL.	These	are	the	ones	that	shoot	shrapnel.	Honda	owners	will	be	notified	in	mid-
March	but	replacement	parts	will	not	be	available	until	next	year.

Consumers Energy to pay $545K in MISS DIG violations settlement
The	MPSC	approved	a	settlement	agreement	in	which	Consumers	Energy	Co.	will	pay	$545,000	over	violations	of	the	
MISS	DIG	Underground	Facility	Damage	Prevention	and	Safety	Act.	The	MPSC	last	June	ordered	Consumers	to	respond	
to	findings	that	the	company	did	not	mark	underground	utility	lines	in	a	timely	manner	in	more	than	20,000	instances	
where	MISS	DIG	811	was	notified	of	plans	to	excavate	in	April	and	May	of	2019.	Consumers	Energy	acknowledged	
untimely	responses	while	providing	mitigating	factors	for	consideration.	Under	the	settlement	agreement,	Consumers	will	
pay:
A	$145,000	civil	penalty	to	the	Commission	that	will	be	used	for	underground	facility	safety	education	and	training;
$100,000	directly	to	MISS	DIG	Systems,	Inc.,	for	improvements	to	MISS	DIG;
And	a	donation	of	$300,000	to	The	Heat	and	Warmth	Fund	(THAW),	which	provides	utility	bill	assistance	to	people	in	
need;	to	the	extent	practicable,	the	amount	shall	be	used	for	the	benefit	of	Consumers	customers.

Enbridge Pipe Five Times Longer than Originally Reported
The	pipe	left	buried	in	the	bottom	of	the	Straits	of	Mackinac	by	Enbridge	is	200	feet	long,	not	the	40	feet	Enbridge	
originally	reported.	Does	it	matter?	It	is	yet	one	more	chink	in	the	credibility	of	Enbridge.

Ballot Proposal Would Dramatically Change Lobbying
A	ballot	proposal	unveiled	Thursday	would	amend	the	Michigan	Constitution	to	fundamentally	alter	the	rules	surrounding	
how	professional	lobbyists	interact	with	elected	and	top	appointed	officials	in	state	government.	It	would	prohibit	lobbyists	
and	their	clients	from	giving	anything	of	value	–	including	dinners,	drinks,	event	tickets,	trips	to	conference,	
all	longtime	lobbyist	tools	–	to	public	officials.	Lobbyists	reported	spending	more	than	$540,000	on	food	and	
drinks	for	lawmakers	in	the	first	seven	months	of	2019,	the	Michigan	Campaign	Finance	Network	reported.
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Taken from OZY.com of November 17, 2019

The World is Sick of Switching Time
For	decades,	the	arguments	in	favor	of	switching	clocks	twice	each	year,	as	is	widely	done	in	Europe	and	North	America,	
centered	on	maximizing	use	of	natural	light	to	promote	economic	efficiency.	Shifting	an	hour	of	sunlight	from	the	
morning	to	the	afternoon,	when	more	people	use	it,	simply	added	up.	But	when	the	European	Union	voted	earlier	this	year	
to	end	the	practice	by	2021,	allowing	each	member	state	to	choose	whether	it’ll	continue	to	do	so	on	its	own,	it	joined	a	
fast-growing	tide	against	the	practice.

One	by	one,	countries	across	the	world	are	increasingly	moving	away	from	the	habit	first	introduced	in	Germany	a	century	
ago.	Russia	appeared	a	rarity	when	in	2011	it	ended	daylight	saving,	making	life	slightly	simpler	for	its	11	times	zones.	
But	in	the	past	three	years,	the	move	away	from	the	practice	has	rapidly	gained	momentum.	Turkey	scrapped	it	in	2016,	
followed	by	Morocco	in	2018.	Just	this	year,	Brazilian	President	Jair	Bolsonaro	signed	a	decree	abolishing	daylight	saving	
there	from	next	year.	And	in	the	U.S.,	legislatures	in	more	than	two	dozen	states,	including	Michigan,	are	considering	bills	
seeking	either	greater	flexibility	or	an	end	to	
clock-switching	altogether.

The	shift	away	from	daylight	saving	time	
comes	on	the	back	of	significant	recent	
research	suggesting	that	the	benefits	aren’t	as	
great	as	first	imagined.	Quite	the	contrary,	in	
fact:	Studies	have	drawn	links	between	clock-
changing	and	an	increase	in	the	risk	of	heart	
attacks	and	car	crashes,	or	even	harsher	court	
sentences.	For	some	researchers,	the	debate	is	
increasingly	not	whether	to	switch	clocks,	but	
which	time	to	set	it	to,	permanently.

Steve	Calandrillo,	a	law	professor	at	the	University	of	Washington,	is	among	those	who	advocate	a	permanent	switch	to	
daylight	saving	time	(DST)	—	and	argues	that	the	rival	“standard”	time	is	fundamentally	mischaracterized	since	it’s	only	
four	months	long.	He	points	to	numerous	studies	highlighting	the	benefits.	Among	them	is	one	from	Rutgers	University	
that	found	343	Americans	would	be	saved	each	year,	thanks	to	fewer	fatal	car	accidents.	“As	I	always	say,	‘Darkness	kills	
and	sunshine	saves,’”	Calandrillo	says.

To	be	sure,	most	of	the	world	hasn’t	followed	daylight	saving	time	for	decades.	That	includes	almost	all	of	Asia	—	
including	China,	India	and	Japan	—	and	Africa.	Dumping	daylight	saving	would	also	make	it	easier	for	Western	countries	
to	coordinate	their	watches	with	these	new	economic	epicenters.	.	.	.	

Hawaii	and	Arizona	do	not	observe	daylight	saving	time,	making	them	the	only	two	states	that	don’t	currently	change	
clocks.	.	.	.	government	attempted	a	two-year	experiment	with	permanent	daylight	saving	time	in	the	mid-1970s	in	a	bid	
to	mitigate	the	effects	of	the	oil	embargo.	It	didn’t	work.	“People	around	the	country	didn’t	like	it	enough	that	Congress	
repealed	the	second	year	of	it,”	says	Prerau,	author	of	Seize the Daylight,	a	book	that	argues	for	clock-switching.	

In	Michigan	we	are	currently	in	“standard	time”	and	it	does	last	just	four	months	-	from	November	to	March	8	this	year.	
The	U.S.	history	with	DST	started	toward	the	end	of	WWI,	in	an	effor	to	conserve	fuel	for	the	war	effort.	After	the	war	it	
was	discontiued	until	WWII	when	it	was	re-instated	under	the	name	of	“War	Time.”	After	that	war	there	was	no	federal	
rule	and	states	and	cities	adopted	as	they	wanted,	creating	a	mess.	Finally,	the	transportation	industry	pushed	
for	a	national	standard,	that	was	passed	as	the	Uniform	Time	Act	of	1966	which	set	the	DST	season	to	six	
months,	April	to	October.	Only	entire	states	could	opt	out	of	the	new	rule	-	which	Michigan	and	Arizona	did.	
Michigan	voters	decided	to	switch	to	DST	in	1972.	Beginning	in	2007	the	monthly	switch	moved	to	March	and	
November.	Legislation	has	been	submitted	in	the	U.S.	Senate	and	Michigan	legislature	to	eliminate	the	switch.	
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Shepler’s in the Winter of 2020

A new boat
Shepler’s	is	very	busy	this	season	both	
with	the	routine	boat	repair	cycle	of	the	six	
existing	boats	and	with	getting	a	new	boat	
up	and	running.

When	I	talked	to	Chris	Shepler,	painting	was	
on	his	mind.	Shepler’s	has	a	state-of-the-art	
painting	room	and	generally	they	paint	one	
of	their	boats	every	other	year.	Shepler’s	
paint	room	has	four	exemplary	features.	It	is	
heated	from	65	to	70	degrees	and	insulated	
so	paint	temperature	is	controlled;	it	has	the	
most	modern	ventilation	system	with	two	
big	tower	filters	to	capture	any	over-spray	
and	fumes;	it	has	brilliant	lighting	coming	
from	all	angles;	and	it	is	big	enough	to	house	
any	of	the	boats	but	the	two	newest.	

Painting	involves	not	just	a	great	room	but	
a	great	system.	Painting	the	boats	is	not	like	slapping	a	coat	on	your	house.	First,	the	boat,	new	or	old,	is	taken	down	to	
clean	pure	metal.	Then	primer	is	applied	and	sanded,	then	primer	and	sanding	again,	and	again.	When	they	are	satisfied,	
they	paint	with	a	high-build	coating	to	fill	any	dimples	or	waves.	These	coatings	are	up	to	six	times	as	thick	as	regular	
paint.	If	needed	they	apply	a	second	coating.	Before	the	final	paint	is	applied	the	surface	of	the	boat	is	absolutely	smooth.	
Then	the	20	gallons	of	final	paint,	Imron,	a	car	or	airplane	paint,	costing	up	to	$300	a	gallon,	is	applied.	It	is	a	2-part	
polyurethane	enamel	that	is	very	hard,	durable	and	when	properly	applied,	produces	an	extremely	high	gloss	finish.	The	
result	is	absolutely	smooth,	you	cannot	see	welds,	waves,	or	anything	but	your	reflection.

The	Hope	was	the	most	recently	painted	Shepler’s	boat,	done	two	years	ago.	This	year	they	expected	to	be	painting	the	
William Richard,	the	boat	still	under	construction.	But	with	federal	delays	last	fall,	the	new	boat	could	not	be	put	in	the	
water	before	winter.	It	is	still	in	Onaway.	So	Shepler’s	is	sending	10	people	every	day	to	Moran	Iron	Works	in	Onaway,	
where	the	boat	is	being	constructed,	to	work	on	and	paint	the	new	boat.	Moran	does	not	have	the	same	kind	of	paint	
application	building	so	the	ultra-smooth	paint	job	Shepler’s	prides	itself	on	may	not	result.	This	could	mean	that	the	new	
boat	will	have	to	be	repainted	next	year.	Getting	the	most	from	their	time,	any	parts	that	are	removable	are	brought	back	
and	painted	in	Mackinaw.

The	William Richard	consruction	is	on	a	timetable.	The	boat	is	expected	to	arrive	in	Mackinaw	City	from	Moran	Iron	
Works	on	May	1st.	The	Coast	Guard	inspection	will	then	take	place.	This	is	much	more	detailed	for	a	new	boat	including	
a	stability	test,	how	buoyant	will	the	boat	be	under	certain	conditions,	and	a	full	forward,	full	reverse	test.	The	christening	
will	take	place	on	Saturday	May	16th.	Late	May	the	Coast	Guard	results	should	be	back	and	Shepler’s	is	hoping	to	have	
the	boat	running	by	Memorial	day.

Land operations for a ferry service
In	2017	Shepler’s	business	took	a	huge	jump	because	of	Arnold	Line’s	withdrawal	from	the	passenger	
business.	Suddenly	Shepler’s	needed	more	of	everything	–	boats,	parking,	shuttles,	and	staff.	They	fortunately	
had	a	new	boat,	the	Miss Margy,	in	production	and	since	then	are	completing	the	production	of	the	second	new	
boat,	the	William Richard.	For	two	years	they	worked	on	the	major	parking	expansion	on	S.	Nicolet	that	is	

The William Richard is coming along
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now	complete.	But	parking	cars	off	site	meant	more	shuttle	buses	and	drivers.	
Shepler’s	realized	that	they	were	transporting	as	many	people	across	land	as	
across	water.	They	decided	they	needed	both	new	training	and	new	manuals	
for	their	land-based	operation.	Those	are	now	complete	and	shuttle	drivers	get	
careful	training.	But	monitoring	the	land-based	system	is	also	getting	greater	
attention.	This	year	Shepler’s	will	be	adding	12	video	cameras	capturing	sound	
and	image,	two	cameras	in	each	tram	and	one	in	each	bus,	to	monitor	their	staff	
and	their	passengers.

To	handle	the	other	parts	of	the	expansion,	Shepler’s	has	been	working	on	new	
office	space,	bigger	work	buildings	to	handle	the	bigger	boats,	and	a	better	
luggage	system.	Hopefully,	down	will	come	many	old	facilities	and	a	new	
integrated	office	and	luggage	facility	will	be	built,	if	village	council	agrees.	
The	goal	is	2-fold:	1)	to	eliminate	old,	ugly	and	disjointed	structures	and	2)	
open	up	the	view	of	the	lake.	They	are	working	on	a	PUD	development	plan	
for	the	O’Brien	property	just	north	of	their	day	parking	lot.	The	planning	
is	in	discussion	with	the	village	manager	and	attorney,	to	create	a	good	and	
acceptable	plan.	If	approved,	it	will	be	implemented	after	next	summer’s	season	
when	they	will	tear	down	the	O’Brien	house,	the	two	luggage	tents,	their	
current	office	building	at	the	end	of	the	dock,	a	work	building,	and	put	up	a	new	
building	at	the	north	end	of	their	lake-front	parking	lot.	Residents	of	Mackinaw	
should	appreciate	the	vastly	increased	open	view	of	the	lake.

Looking west across Shepler’s dock, the buildings circled will hopefully be removed if council approves
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Chris’ grandmother Margy and grandfather Cap 
Shepler.  They lived in the house at the end of the 
dock.  I asked Chris if his grandmother is rolling 
over in her grave. He said NO, she did that when 
he turned her living room into a conference room.
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Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse Upstairs to Open in Spring
Could	you	hear	the	pitter	patter	of	little	feet	the	last	
time	you	visited	Old	Mackinac	Point	Lighthouse?	
Probably	not.	But	the	Mackinac	State	Historic	Park’s	
crew	is	working	to	change	that	as	they	open	the	
second	floor	of	Old	Mackinac	Point	lighthouse	for	the	
interpretation	of	the	home	life	of	a	lighthouse	keeper’s	
family.	

The	building	is	a	duplex	home	as	well	as	a	
navigational	aid.	The	keeper’s	family	lived	on	
one	side,	the	assistant	keeper’s	on	the	other.	Each	
residence	had	a	parlor,	kitchen	and	living	room	
downstairs	and	three	bedrooms	up.	But	once	the	
bridge	went	into	full	operation	in	1958,	the	lighthouse	
became	immediately	obsolete,	and	the	families	left.	In	
1960	the	State	Historic	Parks	acquired	the	lighthouse	
and	operated	it	as	a	maritime	museum	from	1972	
through	1988.	The	upstairs	served	a	variety	of	storage	

uses	and	as	employee	housing,	but	it	did	not	rebound	to	a	
family	dwelling	when	the	lighthouse	was	re-opened	to	the	
public.	Even	one	of	the	two	staircases	had	been	removed.	
This	made	it	easy	to	decide	to	restore	the	east	side	upstairs,	
the	side	with	the	still	beautiful	staircase	that	is	so	intricate	
no	one	took	the	time	to	paint	over	the	original	rich	reddish-
color	finish.	

But	many	other	things	have	changed.	Much	of	the	upstairs	
woodwork	is	gone,	the	plaster	and	lath	has	separated	from	
the	wall	in	places	and	fallen	off	totally	in	others,	a	dormer	
with	a	bathroom	was	added,	a	skylight	was	covered	over,	as	
was	the	access	to	the	attic.	It	will	all	be	restored.

The	woodwork	probably	has	taken	the	most	
effort	to	restore.	Paint	had	to	be	removed,	
stripped	off,	then	the	raw	wood	sanded	and	
stained.	Developing	the	correct	stain	color	was	
painstaking	work,	with	recipe	after	recipe	of	

The banister has one little notch broken from the top newel post
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Notice this massive piece of woodwork

color	mixes	tried	until	the	gorgeous	red	was	achieved.	
Molding	cutters	were	created	to	match	the	trim	so	new	
pieces	could	be	cut.	The	baseboards	are	huge,	about	eight	
inches	tall	and	it	takes	time	to	convert	lumber	into	the	
intricate	trim.	Not	only	is	the	baseboard	time	consuming	
but	the	circular	decorations	at	the	door	and	window	corners	
are	extremely	hard	to	cut.	Just	as	the	lathe	is	nearing	the	
final	profile,	the	center	knob	has	a	way	of	
breaking	off.	It	will	take	a	lot	of	patience	to	get	
everything	just	right.

National	Restoration,	the	company	that	did	
the	outside	brick	repairs	last	year	and	worked	
on	the	school	bricks	this	summer,	did	some	of	
the	plaster	work.	To	re-key	the	loose	plaster,	
meaning	reattach	it	to	the	lath,	they	drilled	
1-inch	diameter	holes	through	and	inserted	
massive	amounts	of	glue	behind	the	plaster	
and	lath.	Then	they	drilled	smaller	holes,	
inserted	long	screws	with	big	washer	heads	
and	tightened.	As	they	drew	the	plaster	back	to	
the	wooden	lath	strips	beneath,	the	glue	oozed	
behind	creating	a	new	“key,”	a	mechanical	attachment	
between	the	plaster	and	the	lath.	Any	extra	squirted	out	
and	was	wiped	away.	The	plaster	is	now	securely	glued	
in	place.	One	wall	had	been	removed	completely.	It	was	
rebuilt	and	then	dry	walled.	(When	you	go	upstairs	see	if	
you	can	tell	dry	wall	from	real	plaster.	I	suspect	you	can.)

Four	original	doors	will	be	restored	but	two	new	doors	
will	have	to	be	built.	The	transom	windows	need	new	hardware	if	anyone	has	some.	The	
skylight	will	not	be	re-opened	but	may	be	simulated.	The	attic	access	is	gone,	but	on	
the	other	side	of	the	house	the	original	can	be	used	as	a	model.	The	bathroom	sits	in	an	
extension	of	an	earlier	closet.	This	will	not	be	restored	at	this	time.	The	door	will	be	kept	
closed	and	an	explanatory	sign	will	be	installed.	Each	of	the	three	bedrooms	will	tell	a	
story	of	a	light	keeper’s	family.	Come	in	the	spring	to	see	the	final	interpretation.

What was family life like here?
In	2004	I	interviewed	Dick	Campbell	who	was	14	years	old	when	his	lighthouse	keeper	
family	finally	earned	a	shore	station	at	Old	Mackinac	Point.	They	arrived	from	the	remote	
Huron	Island	Lighthouse.	His	father,	John	Campbell,	first	became	assistant	keeper	then	
was	promoted	to	keeper	at	Old	Mackinac	Point.

Dick	Campbell	said,	“It	was	a	little	more	strict	here.	We	had	to	keep	things	more	in	order	
in	this	station.	Because	we	were	on	land	we	never	knew	who	was	going	to	drive	in	and	
look	the	place	over.	You	know	all	about	the	inspections.	It	was	probably	worse	than	a	
military	inspection.	Our	shoes	had	to	be	lined	up	under	our	bed.	That’s	the	way	it	was.	
Believe	me,	it	was!	It	might	not	be	for	other	lighthouses	but	it	was	for	mine.	They	had	to	
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John Campbell in uniform at Old Mackinac Point
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be	with	no	dust	on	them.	Lined	up	just	like	in	the	army.	In	the	
closets	everything	had	to	be	hanging.	Just	like	in	the	military.	
No	boxes	of	junk.	Nothing	stuffed	under	the	bed.	Beds	made.	
It	reminds	me	so	much	of	being	in	the	army.	There	was	no	
excuse	for	it	not	being	that	way.	You	had	a	little	bit	of	time	
to	run	around	and	straighten	it	up	but	major	things,	as	you	
women	know,	you	can’t	do	it	that	quick.

In	inspections	there	would	be	four	or	five	guys	show	up	at	once.	
One	took	care	of	the	machinery.	One	took	care	of	the	building	
and	grounds.	They	all	had	their	clip	board	and	they	all	walked	
around	and	graded	you.	They	didn’t	tell	you	at	that	time	how	
you	fared.	They	didn’t	tell	you	anything.	You	got	your	letter	
back	later.	That	was	it,	and	it	went	on	your	report	card	of	course.	

My	dad	was	really	good	most	of	the	time.	He	always	passed	
with	flying	colors	on	almost	any	lighthouse	except	once,	I	can	
remember.	One	time.	This	was	to	show	you	how	crazy	they	can	
get.	It	was	this	lighthouse	right	here.	He	had	scrubbed	the	kitch-
en	ceiling	and	painted	it.	Well	when	the	inspectors	came,	later	
he	saw	the	report,	the	next	time	he	paints	the	ceiling	make	sure	
he	brushes	it	all	in	one	direction.	They	could	see	brush	marks.”

Dick and his dad taken in Pellston where the family stayed during the 
winter a few of the years
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When the Campbells arrived in 1944 the house had 
electricity, sewer, and water. An indoor bathroom was a 
treat, no outhouses. The fog signal was also electric, the 
keeper could eat dinner with the family even during a fog, 
another treat compared to Huron Island.
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Michigan Roundabouts – More fender benders, less injuries
Drivers	find	roundabouts	to	be	nerve	racking,	police	find	them	to	
be	life-savers.	They	are	growing	in	numbers	across	Michigan	with	
our	nearest	and	newest	one	in	the	Soo.	Michigan	has	about	160	
roundabouts	and	25	more	are	planned	by	2025.

Roundabouts	are	extolled	as	1)	a	way	to	control	speed,	2)	reduce	
congestion,	and	3)	enhance	safety.	Roundabout	speeds	are	set	at	
about	15	mph	so	speed	is	definitely	slowed	if	drivers	abide	by	
the	posted	limit.	Congestion	is	reduced	because	all	traffic	keeps	
moving	and	big	trucks	can	more	easily	maneuver	corners.	Safety	is	
the	attribute	most	studied.

MDOT	found	that	when	an	intersection	switched	from	a	traffic	
light	to	a	3-lane	roundabout,	injury	crashes	dropped	20%.	
Converting	that	traffic	light	to	a	1-	or	2-lane	roundabout	reduced	
injury	crashes	70%.	Converting	a	stop	sign	to	a	roundabout	reduced	injury	crashes	about	40%.	But	overall	crashes,	not	
just	those	resulting	in	injuries,	increased.	Roundabouts	cause	more	fender	benders.

The	financial	implications	are	also	
two-dimensional.	Fender	benders	
in	modern	cars	with	blind-spot	
monitoring,	back-up	cameras,	and	
automatic	braking	are	expensive.	
AAA	reports	a	fender	bender	now	
costs	$5,300	or	more.	But	cost	
savings	come	from	reduced	traffic	
jams	and	thus	better	gas	mileage.	
A	research	paper	valued	this	at	
$500,000	a	year	for	Michigan.	
Roundabouts	also	eliminate	the	
cost	to	power	traffic	lights	which	is	
estimated	at	$2,000	to	$5,000	per	
intersection	per	year.

Some	police	departments	are	
offering	classes	on	driving	
roundabouts.	The	state	has	
created	a	video	explaining	how	
to	drive	a	roundabout.	You	
can	watch	it	at	https://www.
youtube.com/watch?time_
continue=1&v=ONacAiKXe-
8&feature=emb_logo

Source:	Bridge Magazine,	by	Jeff	
Kurth,	January	23,	2020.
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Anyone have a copy of 1909 Emmet County Appeal Newspaper?
Rick	Wiles,	regional	historian,	is	working	on	an	article	about	the	history	of	northern	Michigan	
newspapers	and	ran	across	references	to	the	Emmet	County	Appeal,	a	socialist	newspaper.	At	least	
one	edition	was	printed	and	he	is	looking	for	a	copy.	The	paper	was	listed	in	a	newspaper	directory	
from	1909	to	1912	with	V.	Kilpatrick,	editor	and	printed	by	the	Worker’s	Publishing	Company.	
The	Socialist	Party	of	America,	a	national	political	party,	was	formed	in	1901	drawing	voters	from	
trade	unions,	populist	farmers,	reformers,	and	immigrants.	Rick	adds,	the	Bliss	born	person	behind	
the	paper	was	Vernon	Kilpatrick.	His	dad	William	was	a	logger	and	then	farmer	and	brought	the	
printing	plant	in	Harbor	Springs	for	his	aspiring	editor	son.	

From the Petoskey Evening News, Monday, Feb. 8, 1909.
“The Emmet County Appeal made its first appearance Saturday, and was 
probably the most carefully read of all the papers in the village, as everybody 
was anxious to see just what sort of a publicaiton it would be. On the whole it is 
a credit to its publishers, being newsy and well arranged.”

If	you	know	where	a	copy	can	be	found	let	me	know.

Cervical Cancer Awareness Month 
20	Minutes	Could	Save	Your	Life

McLaren	Northern	Michigan	-	A	Pap	test	performed	once	
every	3	years	could	save	the	lives	of	thousands	of	women.	
Cervical	cancer	is	the	fourth	most	common	cancer	in	the	
world.	Each	year	it	kills	more	than	4,000	women.	It	is	one	
of	the	most	preventable	types	of	cancer,

As	Pap	tests	(also	called	Pap	smears)	have	become	more	
common	and	more	accurate,	cervical	cancer	deaths	have	
dropped	by	about	2%	each	year	by	allowing	for	early	
treatment.	Tests	should	begin	at	age	21.

One	of	the	reasons	Pap	tests	are	so	important	is	that	
cervical	cancer	causes	very	few	symptoms	in	its	early,	
most	treatable	stages.	Generally,	symptoms	only	appear	
once	the	disease	is	advanced.	Cervical	cancer	symptoms	
include:

·				Bleeding	between	menstrual	periods
·				Bleeding	after	sexual	intercourse
·				Bleeding	after	douching
·				Bleeding	after	a	pelvic	exam
·				Bleeding	after	menopause
·				Pelvic	pain	not	related	to	your	menstrual	cycle
·				Heavy	or	unusual	discharge	(i.e.	water,	thick	or	with	a	
foul	odor)
·				Increased	urinary	frequency
·				Pain	during	urination

Vernon Kilpatrick

Lots of snow last weekend, then 
it warmed up. It has been a 
strange winter.

AT
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Coldest Day Coming
Seasonal	lag	is	the	displacement	of	the	coldest	day	from	the	shortest	day	in	the	calendar	year.	The	lag	is	a	function	of	
the	heat	carrying	capacity	of	earth.	For	us,	along	the	Great	Lakes,	the	water	is	a	huge	thermal	sink.	It	cools	slowly	and	
warms	slowly.	As	the	following	map	shows	our	winter	seasonal	lag	is	about	two	months.	So,	even	though	the	shortest	
day	is	in	December,	expect	the	coldest	days	of	the	year	to	be	in	the	second	half	of	February.
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