
   Events in Mackinaw City 

January 8 Wednesday
•	 Managing	Fisheries	in	a	Continually	Changing	Lake	Huron	by:	Randy	Claramunt,	Straits	Area	Audubon,	

Cheboygan	library,	6	pm

January 16 Thursday
•	 Weight	Watchers	free	informational	session,	Church	of	the	Straits,	6	pm

January 17, 18 Friday, Saturday
•	 Winterfest
	 Art	display	-	Friday	3	-	4:30	pm,	Saturday,	10	am	-	5	pm
	 Poker	Walk	10	am	-	1:15	pm
	 Escape	room	at	library	-	10	am	-	2	pm	
	 Chili	cook-off	11	-	1	pm
	 Kids’	games	12	-	2	pm

Leena and her mom, Taelar Steward, enjoyed hiking at Heritage Village
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Wellness - Take a Hike
The	Mackinaw	Area	Historical	Society	
is	partnering	with	Taelar	Steward	of	
Strait	to	the	Roots	to	create	a	monthly	
“Wellness	Hike”	on	the	3rd	Saturday	of	
each	month	January	through	May	at	10	
am	at	Heritage	Village.	If	the	snow	gets	
deep	bring	your	snowshoes.	Park	and	
meet	at	the	Headlands	parking	lot	to	the	
right	just	inside	the	Headlands	entry.	Once	
assembled	the	group	will	walk	across	the	
road	to	Heritage	Village

Leap into the New Year
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Weight Watchers Informational Meeting
Thursday,	Jan.	16,	Church	of	the	Straits,	6	pm,	free

Weight	Watchers	is	attempting	to	establish	a	weekly	meeting	in	Mackinaw	City.	This	informational	session	is	free	and	
is	intended	to	provide	general	new	information	regarding	an	individual	personal	Wellness	Journey.	If	you	want	more	
information	call	Pat	at	231-492-3918.

Randy	Claramunt	will	speak	on	“Fish,	Fishing,	and	Cormorants	
in	Northern	Lake	Huron”	for	the	Straits	Area	Audubon	program	
on	Wednesday,	January	8	at	6	pm	at	the	Cheboygan	Library.	

Randy	is	the	Lake	Huron	Basin	Coordinator	for	the	Michigan	
Department	of	Natural	Resources.	Randy’s	program	will	
highlight	work	to	better	understand	fish	populations	and	their	
conservation	in	Lake	Huron.	He	will	focus	on	managing	fisheries	
in	a	continually	changing	Lake	Huron	while	seeking	to	balance	
management	implications	for	Atlantic	salmon,	Chinook	salmon,	
Coho	salmon,	Double-crested	Cormorants,	and	invasive	species.	
In	2014,	Randy	was	recognized	as	the	Fisheries	Biologist	of	the	
Year	by	the	Midwest	Association	of	Fish	and	Wildlife	Agencies	
for	unparalleled	initiative	towards	the	better	understanding	of	
fishes	and	their	conservation.

Evening in the Stimpson homestead at Heritage Village

Fish, Fishing and Cormorants in Northern Lake Huron
Wednesday,	January	8,	Audubon	sponsored	talk,	Cheboygan	library,	6	pm,	free
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Get Ready for WinterFest !

It’s	just	two	weeks	away.	Remember	these	scenes	from	
last	year.	Let’s	hope	for	snow	and	sunshine	again	this	
year.

Chili cook-off

Outhouse races

And snow carving by the 4th grade
page	2 page	3January 5, 2020

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



Village Hall News
Music	in	Mackinaw	was	approved	for	their	summer	concert	schedule	in	the	Performance	Shell.	The	concerts	will	be	
July	3,	4,	7,	10,	11,	14,	17,	21,	24,	25,	28	and	August	4,	7,	8,	11,	14,	15,	18,	21,	22,	24,	25,	28,	29,	and	September	1.	
All	concerts	will	start	at	8	pm	except	the	4th	of	July	at	9	pm.	This	application	came	from	the	Mackinaw	City	Area	Arts	
Council	which	is	handling	Music	in	Mackinaw	accounts	until	the	music	group	gets	its	own	non-profit	status.

Village	staff	received	news	that	
Mackinaw	might	qualify	for	a	Michigan	
Economic	Development	Corporation	
Community	Development	Block	Grant	
for	replacement	and	improvements	to	
water	and	sewer	lines.	Council	gave	
permission	for	the	village	engineer	
contractors,	C2AE,	to	apply	for	the	grant.

The	Parks	and	Recreation	Committee	
heard	a	presentation	from	Justin	

Woolever,	owner	of	Mammoth	Fitness	of	Mackinaw	City.	Justin’s	business	
provides	personal	training,	sports	training,	and	physical	therapy.	He	uses	
the	Recreation	Center	and	brought	to	the	committee	a	design	change	for	
improving	use	of	the	facility	for	all	ages	and	abilities.	He	recommended	
removing	the	wall	between	the	weight	room	and	the	game	room	to	make	one	
larger	exercise	area.	Then	to	increase	usage	he	suggested	removing	damaged	
equipment	and	replacing	it	with	more	space	efficient	new	equipment.	For	

about	$1,700	the	equipment	could	be	upgraded	and	expanded.	However,	he	did	not	have	the	cost	estimate	for	removing	
a	wall,	leveling	the	floor,	replacing	bay	doors	with	a	window,	installing	mirrors	and	a	TV.	These	things,	and	ideally	green	
artificial	turf,	would	make	the	space	much	more	inviting	and	thus	used	by	more	people,	he	reported.	It	would	also	provide	
space	for	individual	trainers	to	work.	The	committee	will	pass	this	idea	along	to	the	Parks	Board	which	can	decide	if	it	fits	
their	overall	plan	for	the	building	and	whether	there	are	special	building	codes	that	might	have	to	be	met.

The	Finance	and	Human	Resources	committee	met.	First,	they	discussed	the	high	water	and	wave	damage	to	the	village-
owned	Shepler	dock.	The	waves	are	beating	on	the	north	side,	dragging	chunks	of	concrete	away.	The	erosion	is	perilously	
close	to	Shepler’s	fuel	storage	tank.	The	Army	Corps	of	Engineers	is	responsible	for	maintaining	the	end	of	the	
dock	which	is	shown	in	yellow	on	the	aerial	photo	below.	Neither	Shepler’s	nor	the	village	is	required	to	repair	
the	dock	under	their	joint	contract.	But	the	village	owns	the	dock.	The	village	will	consult	with	engineers	to	
determine	what	should	be	done	and	if	anything	should	be	done	immediately	to	forestall	larger	costs	later.	The	
other	village	breakwalls	are	holding.	It	was	reported,	however,	that	the	state	dock	breakwall	was	pushed	five	

Sitting in a cold car in Mackinaw waiting for the energy so they can move on

Justin Woolever
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feet	closer	to	shore	by	waves	this	summer.	(I	did	not	have	time	to	verify	this.)

The	Recreation	Center	is	always	cool	to	cold	inside	because	much	of	it	is	not	designed	to	be	heated.	In	the	heated	sections	
one	furnace	has	failed	and	the	electrical	heaters	are	not	able	to	keep	up	on	cold	days.	An	engineering	study	showed	
that	the	building	needed	two	new	furnaces	in	addition	to	the	one	for	the	main	bathrooms	and	dressing	rooms	that	was	
installed	last	fall.	A	furnace	is	needed	for	the	entry	hallway	and	weight	room	and	would	cost	about	$9,000.	The	second,	
for	the	north	end	of	the	building	which	is	now	heated	by	small	electric	wall	units,	would	heat	the	north	restrooms,	referee	
rooms,	and	the	game	room.	Because	duct	work	would	have	to	be	installed	it	would	cost	about	$20,000.	If	the	idea	that	
Justin	presented	at	the	Parks	and	Recreation	Committee	meeting	of	removing	a	wall	between	the	weight	room	and	the	
game	room	is	implemented,	then	the	engineer’s	proposal	would	need	to	be	updated.	Because	the	Park	Board	plans	for	the	
building	are	being	developed,	the	committee	decided	to	wait	a	year	before	making	a	decision	about	buying	two	additional	

furnaces	and	in	the	meanwhile	refer	this	to	the	Park	Board.

A	request	from	a	business	water	user	who	is	delinquent	
on	their	bill	asked	to	have	their	payment	postponed.	
The	ordinance	clearly	says	that	if	you	are	delinquent,	
your	water	will	be	turned	off.	The	ordinance	gives	each	
customer	30	days	consideration	after	the	bill	is	due	before	
a	letters	is	sent,	then	10	days	to	respond	before	the	water	
superintendent	is	sent	out.	He	gives	another	10	days	before	
the	water	is	shut	off.	Thus,	a	customer	has	50	days	to	bring	
their	bill	up-to-date,	although	late	penalties	will	be	added	
along	the	way..	If	a	private	homeowner	just	can’t	pay	they	
are	referred	to	a	social	agency	that	helps	with	bills.	The	committee	recommended	to	turn	off	this	customer’s	water.	They	
have	had	months	to	bring	the	bill	up-to-date	and	have	not	done	so.

The	finance	committee	scheduled	several	work	sessions	to	review	the	staff’s	proposed	budget	for	next	year.	The	
budget	is	expected	to	be	ready	for	a	public	hearing	on	February	6th.	The	budget	year	begins	March	1st.

Erosion

The dock erosion, the parking area is falling into the lake

Village Hall News cont.
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Ron Dye recorded the new high water levels around town. 
Thank	you	Ron	for	sharing.

Soon the anchor at Maritime Park will be under water

Wawatam Park has shrunk. Getting to some signs and the monoscope will mean getting wet feet.

Star Line dock is now wave swept

Motels are in danger
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Christmas bird count - numbers down
Each	December,	the	Mackinac	Straits	Christmas	Bird	Count	seeks	
to	tally	each	and	every	bird	in	a	7	1/2	mile	radius,	with	the	middle	of	
the	Mackinac	Bridge	as	the	center.	This	year,	six	groups	set	out	on	
foot,	car,	snowmobile	and	ferry	to	locate	birds,	beginning	at	8	am	and	
continuing	until	1:30	pm.	In	this,	the	15th	year	of	the	count,	4,617	
individual	birds	and	44	species	were	counted.

Steve	Baker	compiles	the	data	each	year,	submitting	it	to	the	
nationwide	effort	that	collects	bird	surveys	throughout	the	country.	
Such	information	is	valuable	in	understanding	how	bird	populations	
change	over	time	and	are	affected	by	factors	such	as	habitat	loss	and	
climate	change.	Among	the	individual	birds	tallied	were:	165	black-
capped	chickadees,	50	cedar	waxwings,	29	snow	buntings,	75	American	
goldfinches,	100	blue	jays	and	71	house	sparrows.		

Open Water Allowed Enbridge to Retrieve Broken Pipe Pieces
Press	release	from	Enbridge:	“Enbridge	has	successfully	
retrieved	from	the	bottom	of	Straits	of	Mackinac	the	45-foot	
steel	rod	that	had	been	used	in	our	recent	geotechnical	work	
for	the	Great	Lakes	Tunnel	Project.	The	retrieval	operation	
was	completed	Saturday	night.	
	
After	continuing	to	evaluate	available	options	to	retrieve	
the	rod,	Enbridge	deployed	a	specialized	underwater	remote	
operated	vehicle	(ROV)	from	a	work	barge	to	retrieve	the	
rod	from	the	lakebed.	The	project	team	worked	over	the	past	
two	weeks	to	prepare	the	ROV	for	retrieval	operations.	State	
officials	with	the	Michigan	Department	of	Environment,	
Great	Lakes,	and	Energy	(EGLE)	were	consulted	before	the	
ROV	was	deployed.	In	November,	Enbridge	notified	EGLE	
of	the	issue	with	the	rod	on	the	lakebed.
	
Favorable	weather	conditions	at	the	Straits	in	recent	weeks	
prevented	the	water	from	icing	over,	providing	Enbridge	a	
window	of	opportunity	to	complete	this	work.	
	
The	rod	had	moved	from	its	original	position	near	the	
pipeline	and	was	found	resting	on	the	west	leg	of	the	
pipeline.	The	rod	never	posed	any	safety	or	environmental	
risk	to	Line	5,	the	water,	nor	ship	traffic	in	the	Straits.”	

One of two pipeline sections retrieved
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2,752 redheads were counted. 
These in the photo were under the 
Mackinac Bridge. Also 380 common 
golden-eye and 200 mallards were 
counted.
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Mackinaw History
Mackinaw Library Building 10 years old in December 1994 (25-years ago) 
The	Mackinaw	library	building	on	W.	Central	Ave.	is	10	years	old	this	winter,	so	the	paper	said	in	1994.	[That	makes	
it	35	years	old	now.]	During	this	decade	the	collection	of	books	has	continued	to	grow,	the	floor	space	has	continued	to	
grow	but	most	importantly	the	readership	has	continued	to	grow.	It	took	six	years	of	hard	development	work	to	create	the	
building	we	now	use	so	regularly.	A	perusal	through	the	library’s	scrapbook	tells	the	story	in	bits	and	pieces.

In the beginning:
The	Mackinaw	Public	Library	has	a	long	history	dating	back	to	1913	when	it	was	established	by	the	Mackinaw	Woman’s	
Club.	In	1968,	after	55	years	of	community	use	the	library	became	a	public	facility	operating	under	the	Northland	Library	
System.	By	1977	the	public	library	was	formally	established	as	a	state	district	library	extending	its	services	to	surrounding	
townships	and	villages.	Today	it	supports	a	branch	in	Bliss,	and	Pellston.	As	the	library	expanded	the	Woman’s	Club	
building	became	overcrowded	and	hazardous.	Larger	facilities	were	needed.

The planning began:
In	the	summer	of	1978	a	Building	Fund	Committee	was	organized	which	included:	Gladys	LaHaie,	Marcia	Singley,	
Judy	Ranville,	Nancy	Campbell,	Robert	Raible,	Bill	Shepler	II,	Roger	Mendel,	Leo	Vachow,	Charles	LaCombe,	Kenneth	
Teysen,	Raymond	Desy,	Sub	LaTocha,	Audrey	Jaggi,	Bob	Heilman,	Bill	Alexander,	David	Paquet,	and	Elmer	Dann.

In	the	Fall	of	1979	the	Committee	hired	a	consultant	to	do	a	feasibility	study	on	the	expansion	of	the	Woman’s	Club	
building.

The	Cheboygan Tribune	reported	“Members	of	the	Mackinaw	City	Library	Board	are	canvassing	Mackinaw	City,	going	
from	place	to	place,	for	the	next	two	weeks,	seeking	contributions	toward	construction	of	a	splendid	new	addition	to	
the	public	library,	located	on	Jamet	Street.	The	addition	would	add	5,000	square	feet	of	space.	It	would	be	a	two	story	
structure,	with	2,500	square	feet	on	each	level.	An	elevator	would	operate	between	the	two	levels.”	The	elevator	would	be	
a	costly	addition	but	necessary	to	make	the	building	ADA	compliant.	

After	reflection,	it	was	deemed	more	economical	and	farsighted	to	build	a	one-story	structure	
on	a	different	location.	By	the	Fall	of	1980	the	Committee	reported	the	purchase	of	two	lots	
on	West	Central	Ave.

The	Tribune	continued	its	coverage.	“The	library	has	20,000	volumes,	according	to	the	
librarian	Judy	Ranville.	During	the	past	year	of	record,	31,273	books	were	checked	out.	A	
drive	is	on	to	raise	$100,000	[to]	relocate	and	construct	a	new	library	that	would	be	two	and	
a	half	times	the	size	of	the	present	building.”	[Today,	2020,	the	library	has	a	collection	of	
58,000	volumes	not	counting	what	is	online.	They	checked	out	31,000	physical	items	last	
year	and	3,500	digital	items.]

It	took	time	and	work	to	raise	all	that	money.	The	big	boost	finally	arrived	in	December	of	
1983	when	the	library	was	awarded	a	$44,000	federal	fund	grant.	The	grant	“will	
allow	for	the	construction	of	the	first	phase	of	a	$200,000	pre-fabricated	steel	
with	masonry	building.”

Judy Ranville
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The move:
The	process	of	moving	almost	
50	years	worth	of	materials	is	a	
large-scale	project.	It	has	to	be	
done	in	an	orderly	fashion	to	
keep	collections	together	and	
volumes	in	proper	order.

In	August	of	1984	the	new	
library	opened	its	doors.	The	
official	grand	opening	occurred	
March	17,	1985	and	was	
celebrated	with	a	grand	Opening	
Tea.

The Money
While	a	grant	provided	one	large	
chunk	of	money,	the	majority	
of	the	funds	were	raised	in	
Mackinaw	through	donations	and	
the	usual	types	of	fund-raisers	
such	as	auctions,	raffles,	and	flea	markets.	Creative	
fund-raisers	such	as	running	a	used	bookstore	during	the	
summer	raised	$1,161.	Sponsors	such	as	Kite	Festival,	
Wilderness	Golf	Course,	Williams	Donut	Shop	and	many	
others	also	helped.	A	direct	letter-writing	appeal	and	
selling	of	Memorial	Plaques	raised	considerably	more.

Judy	Ranville,	librarian	and	fund-raiser	extended	herself	
so	much	that	during	the	25th	anniversary	of	the	Bridge	
celebration	she	advertised	selling	bear	hugs	for	$1.	The	
locals	were	not	surprised	and	she	did	raise	a	few	dollars	
from	tourists.

Judy	continues	to	raise	funds,	recently	completing	the	
Michigan	room	with	donated	money.	While	having	
acquired	a	few	federal	grants	she	is	reluctant	to	apply	for	
every	one	because	they	often	require	long-term	financial	
commitments	that	the	library	cannot	afford.

The	costs	of	the	library	ended	up	being:
Land	and	improvements	$21,937
Building	and	furnishings	$137,016
Total	$158,954

The original library on Jamet St. was, and 
is, the Woman’s Club building

Library ground breaking with Bob Heilman, Nancy Campbell, and Judy 
Ranville

Judy Ranville and bear hugs
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State News
Water,	water	everywhere:	That	is	Michigan.	Michigan	is	also	the	state	with	intense	water-related	controversies.	There	is	
Flint,	a	pipeline	under	the	Straits,	and	that	Nestlé	plan	to	export	more	Michigan	water	in	bottles.

All	of	these	controversies	have	raised	the	question	of	whether	all	the	water	in	Michigan	is	part	of	a	Michigan	asset	that	
should	be	held	by	the	state	in	trust	for	all	of	the	residents.	The	navigable	waters	of	the	state	are	protected	by	this	public	
trust	legal	status.	Because	these	big	bodies	of	surface	water	are	protected,	for	example,	the	Village	of	Mackinaw	City	
must	rent	the	bottomland	under	our	marina.	Likewise,	the	public	can	walk	the	beaches	in	town	up	to	the	high	water	mark	
because	the	water	and	land	under	it	are	in	public	trust.	(This	right	is	again	being	tested	in	another	legal	case.)	But	what	
about	groundwater,	the	water	we	don’t	see?

Two	bills	have	been	introduced	in	the	Michigan	House.	One	would	put	groundwater	in	the	public	trust.	The	effect	would	
be	to	expand	the	list	of	those	eligible	to	sue	for	misuse	of	ground	water.	In	immediate	and	practical	terms	that	would	
mean	any	state	resident	would	have	the	grounds	to	sue	Nestlé	and	its	request	to	extract	vast	amounts	of	water	for	minimal	
money.	The	second	bill	would	require	that	any	Michigan	groundwater	must	remain	in	the	Great	Lakes	watershed,	assuring	
it	returns	to	the	aquifer.	Currently,	the	Great	Lakes	Compact	says	that	Great	Lakes	water	cannot	be	diverted	out	of	the	
watershed	in	containers	of	20	liters	or	more	(5.7	gallons).	The	Compact,	thus,	does	not	prohibit	shipping	out	drinking-size	
bottles	of	water,	beer,	or	pop.	The	controversy	spread	to	Wisconsin	a	year	ago	over	a	discussion	of	selling	milk,	a	water-
based	beverage,	outside	of	the	watershed.

Although	neither	Michigan	bill	is	likely	to	pass,	it	does	give	pause	to	think	about	who	should	control	Michigan’s	
groundwater	as	well	as	surface	water.	Should	anything	be	done	about	selling	water-based	beverages	outside	of	the	
watershed?	Do	these	rights	belong	to	individual	property	owners	or	the	state	in	general?

On	a	different	topic	Representative	Lee	Chatfield	said,	“I	think	infrastructure	is	one	of	the	key	elements	state	government	
is	required	to	fund.	And	one	of	my	goals	heading	into	2020	is	to	see	a	long-term	roads	plan	fully	developed,	passed	and	
signed	by	this	governor.”	“It’s	going	to	take	time	and	there	will	certainly	be	disagreements,	but	I	think	there’s	many	
important	steps	(we	can	take).”

Petoskey Rotary Annual Venison For Manna project
Area	hunters	donate	the	meat,	and	processors	donate	the	processing.	Venison	goes	to	Manna	Food	Project	that	serves	food	
pantries	and	meal	programs	all	over	our	area.	Jays	Sporting	Goods	gives	a	$500	gift	card	to	the	hunter	drawn	from	all	
donors.	This	year	the	winning	hunter	was	(Bill	Marshall,	Petoskey)	hunting	on	his	family	farm	in	Bliss	donating	an	entire	
buck.	The	processor	was	Krueger’s	Fish	Market	in	Mackinaw	City.	
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Mackinac Bridge Inspires Art Work
Ball	State	student	Chad	Steele’s	assignment	was	to	create	a	public	art	installation	
for	a	public	space	on	Ball	State’s	campus.	He	wrote:	“For	this	installation,	I	created	
a	sculpture	encapsulating	the	idea	of	liminal	space	on	campus.	I	first	heard	about	
liminal	space	from	the	book	Crime and Punishment	by	Fyodor	Dostoyevsky	[sic],	
who	uses	it	within	the	stairwells	of	his	novel.	Branching	off	this	idea,	I	became	
interested	in	the	liminality	of	the	Art	and	Journalism	building’s	stairwells.	Liminal	
space	is	a	transitional	area	in-between	spaces.

The	depiction	of	a	suspension	bridge	in	a	stairwell	matches	the	idea	of	liminal	space	
because	the	Mackinac	Bridge	connects	the	Upper	Peninsula	to	the	mainland.	.	.	Two	
thick	main	finger	knitted	cables	slope	down	to	use	the	entire	open	space.	I	wanted	
the	sloping	movement	of	the	main	cables	to	draw	the	viewer’s	eye	up	towards	the	
stairwell.	The	repetition	of	the	thin	vertical	cables	references	the	repeating	steps	of	
the	stairwell.	I	wanted	to	figuratively	reference	the	idea	of	walking	upstairs	to	reach	
another	level	by	allowing	our	eyes	to	move	up	the	repeated	cables.	Two	small	steel	
boxes	securely	tie	the	thick	cables	to	the	ground.”
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Caring for Your Photograph Collection: What Should You Save?
by Jill Arnold, Archivist 
This	article	was	written	with	an	old	family	print	collection	in	mind,	but	its	points	are	also	useful	for	digital	images.	
Holidays	generate	photos.	You	may	want	to	use	this	guide	to	decide	what	to	have	printed.

Part	of	caring	for	your	photograph	collection	is	deciding	what	to	keep.	The	default	answer	isn’t	“everything!”	Reviewing	
a	collection	to	determine	what	items	have	value	for	you,	a	process	referred	to	as	“appraisal”	in	the	archives	world,	can	be	
tough.	However,	at	the	end	of	the	process	you	will	have	a	smaller	collection	that	will	be	organized	and	easier	to	maintain.	
And	most	of	all,	this	collection	will	hold	material	you	really	value.

Narrow it down
In	the	appraisal	process	the	time	will	come	for	you	to	“weed”	the	collection.	Sure,	the	term	“weeding”	feels	a	little	crass.	
However,	you	will	be	able	to	take	care	of	a	smaller	collection	than	a	larger	one.	Appraisal	is	tricky	because	there	is	no	
official	“right”	and	“wrong”	way.	You	need	to	clearly	define	what	you	value	before	you	start	the	process.	Ask	yourself	the	
following	questions:

•	 Why	are	photographs	important	to	me?	Because	they	show	people?	Because	they	show	a	place	or	community?	This	
definition	is	up	to	you,	but	create	it	before	you	start	and	use	it	as	your	guiding	principle.

•	 What	am	I	trying	to	document	through	these	photographs?	Are	you	trying	to	leave	a	record	of	your	family	for	
future	generations?	Or	maybe	you	simply	want	a	record	of	your	life.	Having	an	idea	of	what	your	end	goal	for	your	
collection	is	will	help	you	determine	what	to	keep	and	what	to	let	go.

•	 If	someone	was	looking	at	my	collection	50	years	from	now,	what	would	I	want	them	to	learn?	Do	you	want	to	
show	what	daily	life	was	like	in	your	home,	family	and	community?	Or	do	you	want	them	to	know	about	major	life	
milestones	like	weddings,	vacations?	This	one	will	help	you	narrow	down	your	appraisal	criteria.

Determine value
Once	you	have	answered	all	three	questions,	use	your	answers	to	develop	your	definition	of	value.	Then	you	are	ready	to	
review	the	collection	and	separate	items	into	two	piles:	material	that	meets	your	definition	of	value,	and	material	that	does	
not.	Keep	those	that	have	value	to	you	and	give	or	throw	away	those	that	do	not.

Another	principle	of	“weeding”	is	to	remove	any	duplicates.	I	would	expand	this	to	include	similar	shots.	You	don’t	need	
both.	Send	the	duplicate	to	a	family	member	who	might	appreciate	it.

Document the stories
Once	you	have	completed	the	appraisal	the	last	thing	you	want	to	do	is	take	the	time	to	describe	items	in	your	collection.	
This	will	help	preserve	your	collection	for	others	to	understand	and	enjoy	in	the	future.	I	would	not	recommend	writing	
long	descriptions	on	the	backs	of	photographs.	
Instead,	mark	the	photographs	with	a	unique	number.	
Describe	the	image	another	place	(paper,	spreadsheet,	
etc)	and	tie	that	back	to	the	unique	number.

I might disagree with this advice. As I work on an 
interpretive sign for the Stimpson homestead at Heritage 
Village I ran across this photo. It is of Kay Slowey, Dennis 
Mikus’ aunt sitting about where Teysen’s Gift Shop is now. 
Why was it saved? I don’t know, but as a historian I am 
very glad it was. Not because I am especially interested in 
Kay, but in the background is the only photo I have seen 
of the back of the stone village hall building before future 
additions. This was probably taken in the 1940s before the 
post-war development of the south side of Central Ave. (and before ticks).
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New Web Site for Michigan History Researchers: Michiganology.org
extracted from an article by Tobi Voigt, Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Each	year,	thousands	of	researchers	looking	for	documents,	photographs	and	maps	that	tell	Michigan’s	stories	visit	the	
Archives	of	Michigan	in	Lansing.	In	addition,	tens	of	thousands	of	visitors	visit	the	archives’	online	collections.

This	fall,	the	archives	launched	Michiganology.org,	a	new	website	that	makes	more	than	10	million	records	available	
online,	free	of	charge.	These	documents	include	death	and	naturalization	records,	which	family	researchers	use	to	learn	
more	about	their	family’s	history.	The	new	website	replaces	“Seeking	Michigan,”	the	archives’	first	online	platform	for	
sharing	digital	records.	(Notice	this	is	a	.org	website.	If	you	type	in	.com	you	get	the	store	where	they	are	selling	Michigan	
stuff.)

Over	the	past	decade,	the	software	
used	to	develop	the	Seeking	
Michigan	website	has	aged	
and	become	difficult	to	update.	
Moreover,	hundreds	of	thousands	
of	new	digital	records	overloaded	
the	system.	Part	of	the	initiative	is	
to	preserve	social	media	accounts	
for	public	officials,	including	
immediate	past	Gov.	Rick	Snyder.	

The	web	site	offers	a	variety	of	
search	methods	and	articles	and	
activities	on	Michigan	history	
topics.	“The	website	includes	
more	than	50	short	articles	about	
interesting	items	in	the	archives,	
little-known	stories	about	people,	
places	and	events,	and	more.	We	
are	adding	more	stories	every	
week.”	The	“Learn”	section	of	
the	website	contains	grade-level	
appropriate	reading	materials	and	
activities	for	students,	as	well	as	
teacher	background	information	on	
content	related	to	Michigan	state	
teaching	standards.

“Moving	10	million	records	is	a	
major	endeavor,	and	there	have	
been	some	minor	glitches.	We	will	
continue	to	work	out	bugs,	listen	to	
users	and	work	to	better	serve	the	
public	as	we	fine-tune	the	website.”	

I checked out the web site searching 
for Mackinaw City and found some 
interesting things but many photos that were misidentified. So be wary.

Plans of the capitol dome stored
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Flu raging around us - much more than last year at this time

The unbelievably clear skies before Christmas gave this satellite image of the Great Lakes, December 22, 2019. Local snow cover was 
restricted to northern Michigan and Wisconsin. Notice the controversial algae bloom on Lake Erie making it green. page	14
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Want a Census Job?
Thinking	of	taking	on	a	census	
job?	The	rates	paid	vary	wildly.	
The	lowest	rate	nationwide	
appears	to	be	$14	an	hour	and	the	
highest	around	$30.	Here	is	what	I	
found	locally:

Census	pay	rates	per	hour
Cheboygan	County	$14
Emmet	County	$24.50

Source:	http://	2020census.gov

Sledding down a snow bank

The Keyhole is getting a face lift. It got one 25 
years ago too. That one raised the ordinance 
issue of the blinking bar sign.

Michigan Population 
Failed to Reach 10 
million
Former	Gov.	Snyder	had	set	a	
goal	of	10	million	residents	and	as	the	state	turns	into	the	next	decade.	It	failed	to	meet	the	goal.	The	population	did	rise	
a	little	bit	over	each	of	the	last	eight	years	and	now	sits	at	9,986,072.	The	slight	increases	are	not	due	to	an	excess	of	
births	over	deaths.	Rather	the	increases	are	a	result	of	net	international	migrants	to	the	state.

Michigan	is	the	10th	largest	state	in	the	union	and	likely	to	lose	in	
the	division	for	U.S.	House	seats	from	the	current	14	to	13	after	
the	census	is	complete.

page	14 page	15January 5, 2020

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



Piezoelectric	nano-generators	are	tiny	generators	used	to	create	
electricity	from	tiny	movements.	These	generators	have	been	in	
use	in	research	on	the	Mackinac	Bridge	to	determine	if	they	can	
help	identify	structural	movements	within	beams.	Now	the	same	
type	of	generators	have	been	incorporated	into	flexible	bandages	
that	you	might	apply	to	a	cut	in	your	skin.

Electrical	stimulation	has	been	shown,	since	the	1960s,	to	be	a	
stimulant	in	the	healing	of	chronic	skin	wounds,	the	type	you	
might	get	on	your	feet	if	you	are	diabetic.	But	applying	the	
electricity	was	a	major	process	done	in	a	hospital.	

The	new	bandages	are	powered	by	the	movement	of	the	person	or	
test	animal	wearing	the	bandage.	A	bandage	was	tested	on	rats	and	
allowed	a	wound	normally	taking	12	days	to	heal	in	just	three.	It	may	or	may	not	work	on	humans,	but	nano-technology	is	
all	around	us,	changing	our	lives.

Another	researcher	at	the	same	school	says	this	technology	could	reverse	baldness	simply	by	wearing	a	cap	lined	with	the	
nano-generators.	Electrical	stimulation	to	the	scalp	causes	hair	to	grow.

Sources:	https://www.medicaldesignandoutsourcing.com/this-electric-bandage-could-heal-skin-wounds/

https://graingerinstitute.engr.wisc.edu/electric-tech-could-help-reverse-baldness/

Same technology used to identify strain on Mackinac Bridge now used to heal 
wounds and grow hair

Wound comparison with nano-generator 
bandage on left and regular bandage on right

Applying the bandage

These caps are now available to purchase online but are very 
very expensive
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