
Events in Mackinaw City 

All events listed are still planned, but that may change - check first

June 22 Monday
•	 Blood	drive	at	St.	Anthony’s	noon	to	5	pm

June 27 - 28 Saturday - Sunday
•	 Arts	and	Craft	Show,	Conkling	Park,	10	am	-	7	Sat.,	10	am	-	3	pm	Sun

 
July 4 Saturday
•	 Fireworks	at	sunset
•	 Women’s	Club	Strawberry	Social,	marina	lawn,	noon	to	4	pm

Signs of a Pandemic

Governor’s State of Emergency Order Extended to July 16

Fire danger
Weather	across	Michigan	has	been	
mostly	warm,	sunny	and	dry.	But	that	
means	a	higher	risk	of	wildfires.
Most	areas	in	the	northern	Lower	
Peninsula	and	the	Upper	Peninsula	
currently	are	at	elevated	fire	risk,	and	
that	is	expected	to	continue	through	the	
weekend.	The	Michigan	Department	
of	Natural	Resources	says	permits	for	
burning	yard	debris	will	be	restricted,	
though	campfires	are	still	allowed.	A	
burn	permit	is	required.
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Arts Council Wants Your Pandemic Memory on a Quilt 
The	Mackinaw	City	Area	Arts	Council	(MCAAC)	is	sponsoring	a	“2020	Pandemic	
Memories”	quilt	project.	Members	and	non-members	can	participate	in	this	community	
activity.	Simply	create	a	design	on	a	9”	x	9”	square	of	fabric	leaving	a	one/half	inch	
undecorated	margin	on	all	four	sides	so	none	of	the	design	will	be	hidden	when	the	squares	
are	sewn	together.	Be	sure	to	include	your	name	and	location	in	the	8”	X	8”	portion	of	the	
design	so	your	square	is	identifiable.	White	fabric	squares	are	available	at	the	Mackinaw	Area	Public	Library.

Many	forms	of	art	can	be	used	to	decorate	the	square;	think	embroidery,	painting,	quilting,	stenciling,	block	printing,	
permanent	markers,	crayons,	mixed	media.	Once	completed,	mail	your	9”x9”	square	to	MCAAC	at	PO	Box	113	
Mackinaw	City,	MI.	49701	along	with	the	following	information:	

Name ____
Location (City, State) ____
Contact email____
Materials used_____
Story (if you have one, why you decided to join in on the project, did you include personal materials, what happened to you while 
in quarantine, your history as an artist, really anything you want to tell us) ______

Blocks	will	continue	to	be	accepted	until	September	15,	2020.	You	can	also	share	photos	of	your	square	on	the	MCAAC	
Facebook	page.	https://www.facebook.com/mackinawartscouncil

The	squares	will	be	sewn	together	and	displayed	on	the	MCAAC	Art	Wall	at	the	Pellston	Regional	Airport.	If	your	
organization	would	like	to	display	the	quilt/quilts	at	their	location,	please	contact	MCAAC.	

This project was patterned after one at the Wisconsin Museum of Quilts and Fiber Arts. These squares came from that project; use 
them for inspiration.

MCAAC “Art Walk” - Watch These Spaces!
A	change	is	occurring	in	the	village	parks	along	Huron	St.		Four	sets	of	sign	
posts	have	been	erected	in	anticipation	of	the	completion	of	the	first	annual	
Mackinaw	City	Area	Arts	Council	(MCAAC)	“Art	Walk”!	The	concept	is	
to	install	and	maintain,	with	the	support	and	cooperation	of	the	Village	of	
Mackinaw	City,	a	year-round	public	display	of	weather-resistant	reproduction	art	
prints.	The	purpose	is	to	encourage	art	awareness	and	appreciation,	local	tourism	
engagement,	as	well	as	cultural	awareness	and	enhancement.
					
This	year,	MCAAC	solicited	works	from	prominent	Michigan	artists	which	
reflect	a	theme	of	“The	Nature	of	Northern	Michigan.”	Keep	your	eyes	open	as	these	works	of	art	will	soon	be	
up	and	open	for	your	viewing	pleasure!
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Village Hall News

The	Finance	Committee	met	and	discussed	several	items	impacting	the	village	budget.	First,	the	July	4th	celebration	
is	going	forward.	Crowds	of	250	people	outdoors	are	currently	allowed	by	executive	order	and	that	number	may	go	
up	before	the	holiday.	

Repairs	to	the	Shepler	dock,	owned	by	the	village,	will	proceed	in	two	phases.	The	end	of	the	dock	is	severely	
damaged,	particularly	just	behind	the	house	on	the	east	side,	apparently	because	some	severe	north	winds	hit	the	
shorter	Ryba	dock,	just	north	of	the	main	Shepler	dock,	and	twirled	around	thus	undercutting	the	main	dock.	This	
damage	creates	a	safety	risk,	a	risk	for	Shepler’s	business,	and	a	risk	to	the	village	marina.	Paperwork	indicates	that	
the	dock	was	formerly	repaired	by	the	Army	Corp	of	Engineers	in	1979,	work	termed	temporary.	Phase	I	is	a	near	
term	placing	of	rock	to	protect	and	shore	up	120	feet	on	the	north	side	of	the	dock.	Phase	II	will	require	numerous	
permits	that	have	not	yet	been	obtained	and	will	be	a	rebuild	of	the	underlying	structure	of	the	end	of	the	dock.

Phase	I	will	be	done	soon	and	should	only	take	a	day	or	two.	Rock	will	have	to	be	moved	down	the	Shepler	dock	and	
will	be	scheduled	for	minimal	interference	with	Shepler’s	operations.	The	temporary	repairs	are	estimated	to	cost	
$46,866.	The	village	is	on	a	state	list	for	funding	for	high	water	damage	and	hopes	to	receive	financial	help.	The	rest	
of	the	money	will	come	from	the	marina	fund	since	the	dock	protects	the	marina.	Phase	II	will	come	in	future	years.	
The	council	approved	this	plan.

Money	for	road	repairs	to	Farley	near	Nokomis	and	on	Ridge	Rd.	were	recommended.	Each	will	be	patched	by	
brooming	the	surface	and	laying	1-1/2	to	2	inches	of	asphalt.	Now	is	the	time	to	do	the	work	since	Reith-Reilly	is	
paving	Headlands	Road	and	has	equipment	in	the	area.	The	work	is	expected	to	cost	$52,970	and	be	completed	
before	the	end	of	July.	Council	approved.

The	DPW	had	planned	to	buy	another	lawn	mower	this	year	but	are	asking	to	switch	the	funds	to	buy	a	stump	grinder	
and	a	lift	for	the	vehicle	maintenance	crew.	The	massive	tree	clearing	of	this	spring	left	upwards	of	300	stumps	on	
village	property.	Hiring	the	removal	of	these	stumps	would	cost	more	than	$15,000,	the	approximate	cost	of	a	
stump	grinder.	DPW	would	like	to	buy	a	grinder,	which	can	then	be	used	later	for	other	tree	removals.	The	rest	
of	the	mower	budget	would	be	spent	on	a	lift	for	the	vehicle	maintenance	crew	who	service	all	of	the	village’s	
vehicles.	Putting	vehicles	on	a	lift	is	far	safer	than	the	current	method	of	jacking	up	vehicles	for	maintenance.	In	
total,	the	two	pieces	of	equipment	will	cost	less	than	the	budgeted	mower.	Council	approved.

Ryba	Dock Shepler’s	office	and	fuel	tank

Dock’s	most	severe	damage
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The	sink	hole	on	the	new	Shepler’s	parking	lot	near	Dry	Dock	Lake	that	was	caused	by	the	failed	village	drain	was	going	
to	be	fixed	last	year	with	a	new	technology.	Now	it	has	been	determined	that	a	more	permanent	and	perhaps	cheaper	
solution	is	to	replace	the	failed	pipe.	The	project	will	cost	approximately	$70,000	to	replace	over	200	feet	of	piping.	The	
materials	will	be	purchased	now	at	a	good	price	and	the	work	will	be	done	by	Darrows	and	Reith-Reilly	in	the	fall	when	
schedules	loosen.	Council	approved.

The	school’s	interest	in	using	the	Recreation	Center	
continues.	The	village	spoke	with	a	specialist	attorney.	
Together	the	attorney,	village,	and	school	will	work	on	a	
common	plan	with	the	DNR	to	allow	the	village	to	lease	the	
property	to	the	school,	probably	in	20-year	increments.

The	council	held	this	week’s	meeting	in-person,	using	the	
outdoor	space	at	Conkling	Heritage	Park.	In	order	to	keep	
proper	social	distancing	it	is	expected	that	future	meetings	
will	be	held	at	the	Recreation	Center.	With	this	return	to	in-
person	meetings	the	previously	enacted	process	of	certifying	
the	paying	of	bills	by	email	was	revoked.	Also,	the	council	
agreed	to	waive	the	fee	and	waiting	
period	for	outdoor	retail	sales	like	it	
has	for	restaurants.	The	availability	
of	outdoor	retail	sales	was	not	
expanded.	The	parking	enforcement	
officer	returned	to	duty	this	week.	
The	Historical	Society	updated	
their	capital	budget,	foregoing	some	
projects	in	favor	of	roof	repairs.

The	Rock	Church	in	Fenton	
requested	use	of	Conkling	Heritage	
Park	August	24	from	4	-	9	pm.	
They	would	like	to	recognize	
flrst	responders,	local	and	state	
governments,	and	pray	over	them	
and	the	state.	They	would	like	to	do	
these	events	all	over	Michigan	in	outdoor,	large	venues,	to	promote	social	distancing.	These	events	will	include	worship	
music,	preaching,	and	other	fun	things.	This	would	be	a	free	event	and	open	to	the	public.

Rob and Judy Most, long time Chamber ambassadors, are moving 
downstate. Officer Ryan Edwards arrested Rob for abandonment of 
Mackinaw City at a surprise good luck party.
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Enbridge Reveals More Pipeline Damage
On	Thursday,	Enbridge	alerted	the	State	of	Michigan	that	an	anchor	support	on	one	of	the	pipelines	running	along	the	
bottomlands	of	the	Straits	of	Mackinac	had	incurred	significant	damage.	This	support	lies	approximately	150	feet	from	a	
section	of	the	pipeline	where	damage	to	the	pipeline	coating	was	discovered	around	May	26,	2020.	After	discovering	the	
damaged	anchor	support,	Enbridge	shut	down	the	pipeline	and	is	gathering	more	information	through	divers,	the	use	of	a	
remotely	operated	vehicle,	and	other	means.	The	pipeline	remains	shut	down	as	Enbridge	gathers	more	information.

The	governor	sent	a	letter	to	the		Enbridge	CEO	saying,	“The	information	I	have	received	about	this	incident	
leaves	many	unanswered	questions	as	to	the	cause	of	this	damage,	the	catastrophe	that	may	have	been	
narrowly	avoided,	and	the	threats	that	may	remain	as	a	result	of	the	damaged	infrastructure.”	She	asks	for	
more	information	by	Monday.	The	letter	can	be	read	here	-	https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/
MIEOG/2020/06/19/file_attachments/1478273/Letter%20Gov.%20Whitmer%20to%20Al%20Monaco.pdf
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State News

Flu Vaccines Ready - Get Yours in September and October
There	are	two	new	flu	vaccines	licensed	for	use	during	the	2020-2021	flu	season.	The	first	is	a	quadrivalent	high-dose	
vaccine	licensed	for	use	in	adults	65	years	and	older	which	will	replace	the	previously	licensed	trivalent	high-dose	
vaccine.	The	second	is	a	quadrivalent	adjuvanted	vaccine	licensed	for	use	in	adults	65	years	and	older,	that	has	one	
additional	component	over	the	licensed	trivalent	adjuvant	vaccine.	How	and	where	people	get	a	flu	vaccine	may	need	to	
change	due	to	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	September	and	October	are	good	times	to	get	vaccinated.

Nursing Homes Required Testing
All	nursing	home	residents	and	staff	must	be	tested	for	Covid-19	under	a	new	order	from	the	Department	of	Health	
and	Human	Services.	Facilities	will	be	required	to	test	all	new	or	returning	residents	during	intake	unless	tested	within	
72	hours,	testing	any	staff	member	or	resident	with	suspected	exposure	and	weekly	testing	of	all	previously	negative	
residents	and	staff	in	facilities	with	any	positive	cases	until	14	days	after	the	last	new	positive	result.	Thirty-three	percent	
of	Michigan	Covid-19	deaths	have	occurred	in	nursing	homes.

PIP Coverage Starts July 1
The	Legislature	last	year	mandated	a	four-tiered	personal	injury	protection	(PIP)	offering	for	car	insurance	with	reduced	
rates	by	at	least	10	percent	for	unlimited	Personal	Injury	Protection	coverage;	at	least	20	percent	for	$500,000	coverage;	
at	least	35	percent	for	$250,000	coverage;	and	at	least	45	percent	for	$50,000	coverage.	When	your	insurance	comes	due	
after	July	1	you	will	be	required	to	choose	among	these	four	options.	Hospitals	recommend	choosing	the	highest	level	you	
can	afford.

Governor extends protection in grocery stores
The	governor	extended	these	rules	until	July	16.
•	 Customers	who	can	medically	tolerate	a	face	covering	must	wear	one	when	entering	a	grocery	store	or	pharmacy.		
•	 Grocery	stores	and	pharmacies	must	allocate	at	least	two	hours	per	week	of	shopping	time	for	vulnerable	populations.		
•	 If	an	employee	tests	positive	for	COVID-19,	the	business	must	notify	other	employees	without	infringing	on	private	

health	information.		

Governor Extends Executive Order 
 Permitting Early Refills for up to 90-days’ Supply of Pharmaceuticals
 Allowing Public Bodies to meet Remotely Through July 31

Help for Small Breweries
A	bill	which	would	let	microbrewers	self-distribute	up	to	2,000	barrels	annually	—	up	from	1,000.	went	to	the	governor’s	
desk	for	her	signature.	On-premises	sales	would	no	longer	count	against	the	limit,	either.	This	will	let	them	avoid	the	
requirement	of	selling	to	a	middleman.

The border with Canada will remain closed until July 21.

Michigan unemployment down slightly. far higher than nation
Michigan	remains	one	of	three	states	with	a	jobless	rate	above	20	percent.
	 	 April	 	 May
Michigan	 24%	 	 21.1%	
USA	 	 14.7%	 	 13.3%

Barber gets license back; may still face sanctions
An	administrative	law	judge	on	Tuesday	restored	the	barber	and	shop	licenses	for	Owosso	haircutter	Karl	
Manke.	The	judge	scheduled	a	hearing	on	the	Attorney	General’s	formal	complaint	against	Mr.	Manke’s	
defiance.	If	he	finds	that	Mr.	Manke	violated	the	state’s	operational	code,	the	matter	will	be	forwarded	to	the	
Board	of	Barber	Examiners	for	the	imposition	of	sanctions.
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High Water and Pandemic Hit Shepler’s
Walking	through	Shepler’s	parking	lot	two	things	jumped	out	at	me.	First	was	a	new	wall	along	the	east	edge	of	their	paid	
parking	lot,	the	lot	just	north	of	the	boarding	dock.	The	second	was	that	absolutely	every	staff	member	on	the	dock	was	
wearing	a	mask.	I	talked	to	Chris	Shepler.

Water level
The	high	water	levels	have	created	two	problems	at	Shepler’s.	With	
an	east	wind	the	waves	coming	onshore	at	their	parking	lot	are	leaving	
debris	and	sand	in	the	lot.	In	fact,	they	found	8	inches	of	sand	on	the	lot	
and	decided	last	fall	that	they	needed	a	barricade.	The	cast,	stackable	
blocks	are	now	in	place.	If	the	lake	continues	upward	they	may	install	yet	
another	layer.

Likewise,	the	east	wind	and	waves	are	pounding	the	east	end	of	the	
ferry	dock,	a	dock	they	rent	from	the	village.	Repairs	are	the	obligation	
of	the	owner,	the	village.	If	nothing	can	be	done	to	protect	the	end	then	
Shepler’s	will	be	forced	to	move	their	fuel	tank	in	front	of	the	office	
building.	It	would	be	unsightly	and	cost	more	than	$60,000	to	move,	but	
the	fuel	tank	needs	to	be	near	the	boats.	Shepler’s	is	working	with	village	staff,	
the	village’s	consultant,	and	Darrows	to	patch	the	dock	for	at	least	this	season.

Pandemic
Chris	Shepler	serves	on	the	Mackinac	Island	Public	Health	Task	Force,	which	
he	says	has	been	very	helpful	in	understanding	safety	issues.	The	Task	Force	
felt	that	everyone	coming	to,	and	walking	about	on	Mackinac	Island	should	
wear	a	mask.	Shepler’s	had	signs	printed	advising	riders	of	this	rule.	It	was	
easy	to	enforce	when	the	riders	were	workers	going	to	and	from	the	island.	But	
now	that	tourists	are	arriving,	there	is	resistance	from	some,	especially	those	
coming	from	states	that	did	not	have	hard	lock-down	rules,	like	Ohio.	Talking	
with	folks	on	Mackinac	Island,	Chris	said	he	was	willing	to	hold	fast	to	the	
rule	if	every	business	on	Mackinac	Island	did	the	same.	But	if	others	allowed	
non-mask	wearers	then	Shepler’s	did	not	want	to	be	the	bad	guys.	Both	the	
Visitor’s	Bureau	and	police	on	the	island	said	they	would	not	enforce	the	rule.	
So	now	Shepler’s,	in	their	boarding	message,	asks	everyone	to	wear	a	mask,	
but	they	don’t	require	it.	There	are	obstinate	people	who	won’t.	He	says	it	can	
get	ugly	at	the	ramp.	Shepler’s	has	purchased	11,000	masks	so	far	this	year	and	
given	4,000	away	to	customers,	so	far.	

Also	Shepler’s	
has	ramped	
up	other	
health	safety	
procedures.	They	
bought	back-pack	sprayers	to	disinfect	the	boats	
after	each	one-way	trip.	But	they	left	surfaces	
too	wet.	So	now	they	fog	the	areas.	Fogging	

Fogging the cabin

You can see their safety features at
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DMZntR7z8Qk
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Complementary hand sanitizer when boarding and in dispensers around 
the dock

There are occupancy limits in the bathrooms, office, and even the 
luggage tents.

works	with	a	new	unboarding	process.	The	crew	directs	unloading	row	by	row,	giving	the	disembarking	passengers	time	
to	disperse	on	the	docks.	The	interior	cabin	goes	first.	As	the	last	person	leaves	the	crew	moves	in	and	fogs	the	cabin	with	
NISUS	DSV.	Once	the	top	deck	is	unloaded,	it	is	fogged.	The	back-packs	are	used	to	disinfect	outdoor	areas	like	benches,	
trams,	the	luggage	racks	and	railings.	Shepler’s	has	spent	$20,000	on	these	products	so	far	this	year.

Because	of	the	financial	hardship,	all	capital	improvements	have	been	put	on	hold.	In	fact,	instead	of	putting	all	effort	
on	getting	Shepler’s	boats	into	the	water,	the	effort	was	put	on	getting	customer’s	private	boats	in	this	spring.	This	was	a	
first	for	Shepler’s	but	helped	with	cash	flow.	They	were	able	to	lay	off	their	staff	for	four	weeks	during	the	early	part	of	
the	pandemic	and	continue	to	pay	them.	All	of	this	meant	that	work	on	the	new	boat,	the	William Richard	was	postponed.	
Only	last	week	did	the	crew	start	again	on	painting.	Although	it	is	a	moving	target,	it	is	hoped	that	the	boat	will	be	in	
operation	by	August	1st.

As	Shepler’s	sees	the	visitor	numbers	rebound	they	are	
increasing	their	service.	Now	they	are	departing	every	half	
hour	and	expect	that	business	will	be	about	half	restored	by	
July	4th	when	they	will	go	with	15	minute	departures.

All of the crew are wearing masks
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Mackinaw Area Historical Society (MAHS) Launches New Interpretive Signs
Even	before	all	12	new	interpretive	signs	were	mounted	at	Heritage	Village,	tourists	were	stopping	to	read	them.	The	
MAHS	has	worked	on	new	signage	for	Heritage	Village	for	over	a	year.	The	goal	has	been	to	provide	more	interpretation	
of	the	buildings	when	no	docents	are	on	site,	to	augment	the	OnCell	audio	tour.	The	signs	include	plenty	of	photos,	both	of	
the	buildings’	interiors	and	their	historic	relevance.	Also	added	were	six	new	directional	signs,	making	it	easier	for	visitors	
to	locate	themselves	in	the	43-acre	village	park.	Each	interpretive	sign	is	located	on	an	ADA	accessible	pad	with	a	bench	
for	resting	on	the	walking	loop.	A	tree	for	shade	will	also	be	added	to	each	site.

The	pads	were	paid	for	by	the	village.	The	signs	were	funded	a	grant	from	Shepler’s	Tourism	Fund	and	from	donations	
to	the	Historical	
Society.	A	DTE	grant	
application	has	been	
submitted	which	will	
hopefully	pay	for	the	
trees.

You	can	help	by	
donating	to	the	
MAHS,	P.	O.	Box	999,	
Mackinaw	City,	MI	
49701.

Photos by Angie Timan
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No Covid-19 Found at Testing Performed in Mackinaw City
Results	are	finally	in	for	the	Covid-19	Drive	thru	Testing	event	on	May	30	and	31	in	Mackinaw	City	done	
by	the	Michigan	National	Guard	as	reported	by	Health	Department	#4.
472	tests
466	negative
2	pending
4	test	results	unable	to	be	determined

Pandemic Induced Coin Shortage
Here’s	a	new	crisis,	the	coronavirus	pandemic	is	responsible	for	a	nationwide	shortage	of	quarters,	
dimes,	nickels	and	pennies.	Earlier	this	week,	the	Federal	Reserve	banking	system	issued	a	note	
warning	banks	that	it	would	start	rationing	coins,	along	with	working	with	the	U.S.	Mint,	to	fix	
the	coin	supply	chain	problems.	In	the	past	few	months,	coin	deposits	from	depository	institutions	
—	such	as	credit	unions,	commercial	banks	and	community	banks	—	have	dropped.	The	U.S.	
Mint’s	coin	production	has	also	fallen	“due	to	measures	put	in	place	to	protect	its	employees,”	
the	Reserve	Banks	said.	The	note	added,	“Although	the	Federal	Reserve	is	confident	that	the	coin	
inventory	issues	will	resolve	once	the	economy	opens	more	broadly	and	the	coin	supply	chain	
returns	to	normal	circulation	patterns,	we	recognize	that	these	measures	alone	will	not	be	enough	
to	resolve	near	term	issues,”	The	Citizens	National	Bank	branch	in	Mackinaw	has	not	felt	the	coin	
shortage.	Source: Washington Post

The	National	Weather	Service	
released	this	map	showing	the	
unique	track	of	the	tropical	storm	
Cristobal	that	came	through	
here	on	June	10th	with	very	
high	winds	and	rain.	This	was	
the	first	tropical	storm	to	cross	
Lake	Superior	since	1851	when	
records	were	first	recorded,	which	
amounts	to	1,900	records.
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What Regional Businesses Are Doing for Virus Protection
There	is	a	facebook	page	where	you	can	report	what	businesses	are	doing	to	protect	their	customers.	It	mostly	
deals	with	Petoskey	but	is	interesting	to	get	ideas	on	how	controls	are	in	place.
	https://www.facebook.com/groups/263273968346044/
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Gypsy moth caterpillars are eating leaves; here’s what to do

DNR -Michigan Department of Natural Resources forest health experts are 
getting reports of oak, aspen and maple trees losing leaves to gypsy moths in 
the southwestern and northeastern parts of the Lower Peninsula.

The gypsy moth is an invasive species that caused widespread defoliation in 
the state from the mid-1980s to the early 1990s. This year, defoliation is likely 
to become visible within the next few weeks in localized outbreak areas and 
persist through mid-July.

“Gypsy moths are a nuisance but rarely kill trees,” said Scott Lint, forest 
health expert with the DNR’s Forest Resources Division.

Keep defoliated trees healthy by making sure they get water; avoid damaging 
tree roots and bark. Trees should begin to develop new leaves in July to 
replace those that were eaten.

Obvious Caterpillars
As	I	drove	into	the	Stump	Dump	I	noticed	defoliated	trees	and	tents	with	worms	
inside.	When	I	got	home	I	received	this	report	from	the	DNR.

Gypsy moth DNR photo

A	quick	online	search	revealed	that	the	tent	caterpillars	at	
the	Stump	Dump	are	totally	different	from	gypsy	moths,	
and	to	make	things	more	confusing	there	is	a	third	hairy	
moth	that	also	decimates	our	trees.	Here	they	are:

The	tent	caterpillar	on	the	left	is	the	only	one	that	creates	the	tents	I	saw.	Both	tent	caterpillars	are	native,	
but	all	three	defoliate	trees.	The	DNR’s	gypsy	moth	has	the	amazing	color	scheme	of	blue	dots	forward	and	
red	dots	aft.	None	of	the	three	kill	healthy	trees	but	they	do	weaken	them.

  Eastern tent Forest tent Gypsy

A - Head color  black  blue   yellow

B- Stripe on back   white or yellow yellow dots  blue & red spots

C- color of sides  blue spots   bluish

Eastern	tent	prefers	black	
cherry,	apple,	crabapple.

Forest	tent	prefers	aspen,	
sugar	maple,	oaks,	birch,	
black	gum.

Gypsy	moth	on	oaks,	
aspen,	birch,	willow	and	
250	more.

The adult tent 
caterpillar moth
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Are We Built Like Leonardo da Vinci’s Vitruvian Man?

Doctors	used	scanned	body	types	to	draw	today’s	man	and	woman.	Measuring	63,000	men	and	1,300	women	they	
came	up	with	the	average	modern	body	configuration.	DaVinci	measured	one	Tuscan	man	and	drew	him	with	“ideal”	
proportions.	The	doctors	measured	air	force	recruits.	Measurements	were	all	reported	as	a	percent	of	total	height.	Modern	
Americans	are	within	10%	of	DaVinci	on	most	measurements.	We	are	taller	and	have	longer	arms.

Hiking and Biking - the Sports of the Season
The	data	reveals	that	we	are	getting	outside	more,	thanks	to	a	pandemic	that	requires	social	distancing.

The	DNR	Hike	and	Bike	page	hits	are	up	37%	from	last	year
MDOT’s	map	for	road	and	trail	biking	is	up	30%
Hunting	licenses	are	up	25%;	in	the	young	age	group	of	17	to	24	they	are	up	50%
Fishing	licenses	are	up	11%;	in	the	age	group	17	to	24	they	are	up	30%

Bike	sales	have	soared	to	the	point	that	it	is	hard	to	find	an	inexpensive	bike	to	buy.	Children’s	bike	sales	are	
up	56%	and	adult	leisure	bikes	up	121%.

Mackinaw City’s budget is on the village web site or at https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1b1BOYEYZSQAQrJq_jTcquHx_QmvL9qIn/view

Modern Leonardo		da	Vinci Modern
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Lester Stokes on the railroad (interviewed in 2008 and 2010) 
continued

On the south side of the track was the roundhouse. There was another 
roundhouse on the opposite side of I-75 that was brick. It was the 
Pennsylvania roundhouse where Shepler’s parking lot is. It wasn’t 
quite as big as the North Central one was. The Pennsylvania sat north 
and south, with a bend in the face where the tracks went in. 

My stepbrother got the job of tearing it down in the late 1930s. I got a 
lot of work there, pulling mortar off the bricks. We cleaned the bricks 
for re-use. Jack Paquet’s father had a gas station, Mobile, on the corner 
where the light is, north of the IGA. So you went across Nicolet to 
Central underneath the roof of his gas station. They lived in back of it. 
Nothing there now. North of that he wanted to build a bigger garage 
so we hauled those bricks, we put a 4-door shop where you could 
drive in and change oil. The bridge took it. His dad’s folks lived on the 
other corner across the street, in a big white house. That is where the 
pub [BBQ restaurant] is now. They tore that down and put another 
garage there, a 2-3 door shop there. The pub is part of that building. 
Leo Paquet was his name, short guy. He was shorter than me. 
Across Central was the bunkhouse for the railroad crew 
[where the vacant lot is now, formerly Tundra]. Where my 
gas station was there was a bunkhouse there too. 

The turntable had a round pit under it. It had a cement wall 
all around it about 18 inches high. On top of that sat a track. 
Underneath the turntable were wheels about this high (2 
feet). Sides about this high on the turntable (2 feet) tracks 
went down the center. You had a pivot in the center that kept 
it centered. It cleared the wall. There were two wheels at each 
end that went around in the pit. There was a pole in there 
and a man, or 2 or 3, would stand on each end. You would 
pull it around to the track you wanted.

There were, I think, six bays in the 
roundhouse. So you could have six 
locomotives in there.

Mackinaw History

Lester’s gas station, where Mystery Town was

New York Central Roundhouse 1953
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They drove the engine into the roundhouse. They 
dropped the fire out of it. Up here was a set of 
tracks and they were raised up three feet anyway 
over a length of 30 feet. They dropped the fire down 
here. Over here was the water tank, coal hopper. 
There was a track after the pit to the turntable. 
Inside the roundhouse were pits maybe four feet 
deep where they worked under them. When the 
engines were ready to go out they built a fire and 
drove out.

They had guys who shoveled the ashes into hopper 
cars and backed them down the track to about 

opposite the Marathon. They would shovel them 
onto the ground into a pile. Both roundhouses had a 
place to unload their cinders and stuff.

That is where the cinders came from?
Yes, when I came here the streets were all covered with cinders. I worked for John Krueger, who was the manager, chief 
of police, snow plower, the whole thing for the city with a Model-A Ford truck. In the summer they had a spreader they 
pulled behind that truck. We loaded chloride flakes in that. 

At the roundhouse you could walk along the front of the engines. The Pennsylvania had a real big locomotive that would 
not fit in the roundhouse. They worked on it outside, right alongside of where I had the gas station. It was part of what they 
called the Y. All of these trains had to turn around. They headed into town and they had to head out of town.

When the New York Central came into town from 
Cheboygan it went on the north side of the depot and 
out the dock. They backed it up on the other side of 
the depot, back up to where I-75 is. That was the Y. 
With a switch they then were sent out of town. The 
Pennsylvania did it the other way. They went on the 
other side of the depot then back down by the Marathon 

then out under I-75. Of course there weren’t too many trains here 
once I-75 was built.

Did we have a switch tower?
Not here. Here in Mackinaw a man at the front of the train, the 
brakeman, threw the switches by hand. He was up by 
the engine. The engineer would stop before he got there 
and the head brakeman would throw the switch. After 
the train went through the rear brakeman would get off 
and throw it back again.

John Krueger and police car

Lester’s drawing of the roundhouse area

The roundhouse and turntable at The Henry Ford is very similar to the one that 
was in Mackinaw City
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Who mastermind the whole yard?
Each yard had a yard master. But everyone knew as much as he did. He 
was in the depot. The man’s name was Herb Galworth when I was there. 
When you hired into the railroad you had to take examinations. They gave 
you a switch key and a book of rules which was about that thick (2 inches), 
and a kerosene lantern. A lantern about this high (14 inches) and this 
around (6 inches). That was what you used for signals at night. Later they 
came out with a battery light. They were coming out with those when I quit 
the railroad.

There were many kinds of switches. At Detroit there was a pretzel track, 
one line split into six lines. Once in a while a car went off. They had to send 
for the big crane. There were four switches to move one car. I worked night 
shift. They had seniority whiskers. I didn’t have enough whiskers to work 
day. The switch engine was a little smaller. Switch engines had three drive 
wheels for making shorter turns. The mainline locomotive might have four 
or five. 

Did we have hand cars?
Yes. They were for track repair. Bill Wilks was the foreman for the Michigan Central. Dutch Jewell was the foreman on the 
Pennsylvania. They had a hand car they pumped. About the time I was a teenager they were getting gasoline power. They 
went to Levering. On the New York Central at least to Cheboygan or past. Bill Wilks was a great big guy that I used to hunt 
and fish with.
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A rail line switch. Setting would determine which of the 
two directions (in the distance in this photo) the train 
would go.

The depot showing trains and tracks on both the north and south sidepage	14 page	15June 21, 2020
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Looking for a Reason to Visit the Woods?
Looking for an Activity for Father’s Day?

Join the #100in100 forest cleanup challenge
DNR	-	It	is	well	known	that	regularly	spending	time	in	the	woods	does	a	body	good.	A	strengthened	immune	system,	
reduced	blood	pressure,	increased	energy,	boosted	moods	and	greater	focus	–	all	thanks	to	trees.	Wouldn’t	it	be	great	if	
there	was	a	way	to	say	thanks?	This	summer,	you	can.

Now	through	Sept.	22,	the	DNR	challenges	nature	lovers	to	spend	some	quality	time	among	the	trees	and	clean	up	100	
state	forest	sites	in	100	days.	It’s	all	part	of	celebrating	100	years	of	the	National	Association	of	State	Foresters	and	that	
group’s	work	to	ensure	thriving	forests	for	generations	to	come.

This	cleanup	effort	is	hosted	by	Michigan’s	Adopt-a-Forest	program,	which	tracks	sites	on	public	land	where	trash	has	
been	dumped	and	connects	with	volunteers	to	help	restore	the	land.	An	interactive	map	shows	the	locations	and	type	of	
trash	that	needs	to	be	cleaned	up	at	more	than	600	known	sites.	If	a	site	has	a	large	amount	of	debris	or	items	that	require	
special	disposal,	volunteers	can	request	the	assistance	of	program	managers	who	will	coordinate	placement	of	appropriate	
trash	bins.

Cheboygan	County	has	22	sites	that	need	cleaning	and	Emmet	County	has	9.

To	join	visit	CleanForests.org	to	find	a	dump	site,	learn	about	cleanup	safety	and	sign	the	
volunteer	waiver.	Gather	your	crew,	get	started	and	do	some	good!
When	you’re	done,	report	the	site	as	clean	and	spread	the	word	on	social	media	with	
#trashtag	and	#100in100	forest	cleanup	challenge	to	inspire	others.

Help track valuable tick data with mobile app
Michigan	State	University,	with	other	university	partners,	developed	an	app	for	citizen	scientists	to	
record	their	encounters	with	ticks.	The	Tick	App	invites	users	to	share	information	about	their	own	
tick	exposure.	Use	the	app	throughout	June	to	share	details	and	photos	about	ticks	you	see,	where	
they	were	and	what	types	of	activities	you	were	doing.	Download	the	tick	app	from	the	app	store.	
The	accumulated	data	will	help	guide	tick	research.
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Millennials not seeing economic growth
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Losing Muscle Mass Starts at 30 - But Can Be Countered
Staying	home	during	a	pandemic	can	accentuate	muscle	loss

Extracted	from	an	article	in	the	Washington Post

“Starting	sometime	in	our	30s	(the	data	aren’t	precise),	we	lose	up	to	8	percent	of	our	muscle	mass	per	decade,	a	decline	
called	sarcopenia,	along	with	up	to	30	percent	of	our	strength	and	power.	This	leaves	us	weaker,	less	mobile	and	—	
especially	after	we	cross	age	50	—	more	vulnerable	to	injury	from	falls	and	similar	accidents.”

Extensive	sitting,	which	we	may	be	doing	more	of	now,	allows	the	muscles	in	the	front	of	our	bodies,	like	hip	flexors,	
gluts,	arms,	and	chest	muscles	to	weaken.	In	response,	our	anterior	muscles	also	get	weaker.	These	muscle	groups	are	
critical	for	posture,	balance,	running,	jumping	and	lifting	heavy	things.	(When	was	the	last	time	you	jumped?)

You	can	counter	it	with	strength	training,	a	process	of	getting	more	work	out	of	the	muscles	you	have.	Jordan	Metzl,	a	
sports	medicine	physician	at	the	Hospital	for	Special	Surgery	in	New	York,	said	“Building	and	maintaining	strength	is	one	
of	the	most	important	things	you	can	do	at	any	stage	of	life,	and	it’s	extremely	important	after	age	50.”	He	says	it	is	not	
too	late	to	start,	even	in	your	80s.

Strength	training	exercises	are	things	like	squats,	push-ups,	planks,	and	step-ups.	None	of	these	require	any	equipment.	
You	can	also	move	weights,	doing	more	repetitions	with	lower	weight.	Strength	train	two	to	three	days	a	week,	engage	
in	aerobic	activity	at	least	five	days	at	moderate	intensity,	or	at	least	three	days	a	week	at	high	intensity,	and	
perform	a	stretching	routine	at	least	two	days	a	week.	Short	bursts	of	intensity	are	more	important	the	older	
we	get.	Metzl	cited	a	research	article	in	the	journal	Cell Metabolism	saying	that	high-intensity	training	
significantly	improved	how	the	body	converts	macronutrients	into	energy.	High	intensity	is	defined	relative	

to	your	overall	fitness.	For	some	people	this	may	mean	walking	up	stairs.

If	you	are	old,	expect	strength	training	to	increase	your	strength	and	power,	resulting	in	
better	balance	and	flexibility,	but	don’t	expect	more	muscle	mass.	Muscle	mass	is	not	
important.	Strength	training	can	also	reduce	the	risk	of	osteoporosis.

If you are only going to do one exercise, this one, the burpee, is the best for overall fitness.
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