
Bridge Magazine plotted the potential job 
loss across Michigan. The report suggests that 
Northern Michigan tourist areas will lose 25%, 
with the potential for up to 60% job loss.

One economist predicts a loss of up to 2 
million jobs across the state where the total 
working population is 4.3 million.

Governor’s Order
Stay Home, Stay Safe Through April 13

Police Notice
The Mackinaw City Police Department would like all seasonal residents, seasonal 
employees and travelers to follow the Governor’s executive order and CDC guidelines. 
If you are traveling from within or from out of state, PLEASE self-quarantine for 14 
days after your arrival, even if you have no symptoms. Be kind to your neighbors for 
the benefit of our wonderful community. Safe travels and welcome back.

Nearby Positive Case of 
COVID-19 Reported

ST. IGNACE - Mackinac Straits Health System (MSHS) 
has been notified by public health officials that one of our 
hospital employees who works at our St. Ignace Campus 
has tested positive for COVID-19. This individual 
does not live in Mackinac County. This employee 
is recuperating at home and does not have a recent 
international travel history.

The hospital will not release the person’s name nor where they 
live to protect their privacy.
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The State of Michigan coronavirus hotline. 
Calls are accepted daily from 8 am to 5 pm at 
(888) 535-6136 or at their web site
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus

Coronavirus Self-Checker is at https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/
index.html

Contact Sources



District Health Department #4 Sends These Updated Details on the Disease
Everyone needs to assume they may be exposed at some time 

A person can get infected with the virus when they come 
in contact with respiratory secretions of someone who is 
contagious. Generally, this occurs through being in close 
contact (6 feet) with an ill individual, or from touching 
a surface that has viable virus on it then touching your 
mouth, nose, or eyes. If a person becomes infected with the 
virus, they may not develop the disease or they may end up 
getting sick with mild or more severe illness. This process 
from exposure, possible infection, to possible disease, takes 
time and that is the incubation period. For COVID19 the 
incubation period is felt to be 2-14 days, with the average 
being 5 days, and most people who get sick showing 
symptoms by 9 days.

If you are the primary contact, in contact with an ill person having symptoms, we recommend quarantine for 14 days so as 
not to infect others. If you are a secondary contact, you are not at immediate risk and do not need to take any immediate 
action beyond general hand washing and social distancing. Only if the person under quarantine develops symptoms do 
their contacts need to then quarantine.

Four Ways to Prevent Loneliness
1. Exercise more – We are lucky in Mackinaw 

City, there are numerous places to walk or 
ride a bike, with magnificent views and no 
need to be within six feet of anyone. Get out 
and enjoy the spring. Exercise reduces stress 
thus boosting our immune systems.

2. Social closening – Talk on the phone (not 
text) to at least one or two people every day. 
Check in with a family member and call up 
an elderly neighbor.

3. Practice mindfulness – Give your mind the 
chance to un-stress. Practice yoga or prayer. 
There are meditation apps available.

4. Volunteer – Do something small for 
someone. Going to the grocery store? Ask 
a neighbor if they need anything. Or take a 
neighbor’s mail to the post office when you 
go. The smallest thing will help 
another and again reduce the 
stress of isolation.

A total of 11,886 samples have been tested in Michigan by public 
health, commercial and hospital labs as of 2 pm Thursday; 2,616 
were positive and 9,162 were negative. page 2March 29, 2020
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Mackinac State Historic Park Update
When asked about their plans, Phil Porter, Director of the Mackinac State Historic Parks, said, “A lot of work is still being 
done in order to prepare for the season. However, our park operations crews have been reduced to a bare minimum to take 
care of "essential" services. 

Speaking of the season, there remains much uncertainty as to when we (and the rest of northern Michigan) will open for 
the 2020 season. We are in regular communication with other businesses, many of whom partner with us in group sales 
and combination tickets. The overall imperative is to wait until it is safe for our employees and guests and provide as 
much information about the schedule as possible. Of course, we are also under the restrictions imposed by the Governor. 
Maybe mid-May, maybe Memorial Day Weekend, maybe later. We have obviously canceled in-classroom education 
outreach programs and postponed the Fort2Fort running race on Mackinac Island from early May to early October. We are 
encouraging everyone to go to our website for the most recent information. Our Mackinaw City office telephone is still 
being answered Mon-Fri, 8:30 am to 5 pm in order to provide specific information to inquiries. 231-436-4100

Shepler’s Update
Chris Shepler was wary of saying anything for the paper because, as he said, his thoughts at 8 am will probably change 
by noon. But he said, “ We are in the process of researching cleaning and sanitizing products that will be used extensively 
on all boats, bathrooms and surfaces around our property.” Chris is very optimistic about the summer. He believes that 
once the crisis passes, people will be very eager to get out and come to beautiful Mackinaw. With all the open spaces, 
the Straits will be an attractive destination. The Grand Hotel and Mission Point opening dates have been moved back, 
hopefully no later than Memorial Day weekend, and the Detroit Policy Conference has been rescheduled for August 10th.

Mackinac Bridge Update
Bridge traffic from unaudited numbers shows: Monday March 16th the 
number of vehicles crossing the Mackinac Bridge was down about 5%, on 
Thurs the 19th it was down 23%, on Sun 22nd down 45%, and Wed 25th 
down 53%. These are compared with last year which was a good snow 
season and many snowmobilers were going to and fro. The Governor 
issued her Stay Home order on the 23rd.

Kim Nowack, bridge director, said “Most customers are very 
understanding with our no cash policy. They are thankful that the bridge 
is open and they can get through. No one wants to contribute to the virus 
spread and we have eliminated many pathways for the virus by eliminating 
cash handling. We are happy to open MacPass accounts for people and 
then they can slide through here without even rolling down their windows. 
It’s easy and you don’t have to be a local.” 

You can sign up online from anywhere in the world at https://macpass.
mackinacbridge.org/Login  You can even set up an auto pay to 
automatically add $50 to your account when you get below $20. Or you 
can open an account and then go back and add money when you want. Or 
add money with the collector at the booth using cash (later) or credit card. 
Checks have to go to the window inside.

’
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Chamber of Commerce Update
The Chamber held a Zoom meeting with 20 participants on Thursday. Jamie Westfall, director, announced that the 
Chamber is voluntarily postponing their May events: the Annual 
Community Breakfast will hopefully be June 11th and the Magical 
Color Fun Run later. The Chamber is cutting all expenses and Kelly 
will be off work for an extra month. Jamie also mentioned that at this 
moment your state income tax is still due April 15th. To complete it 
you must complete your Federal tax paperwork first. The governor 
has promised a decision soon on whether to change this deadline as 
well as a decision on whether to end the school year.

In an effort to soft-start the season and bring the town back alive, 
the Chamber hopes businesses will target an opening day of May 
13th. With no job fairs, with J1 workers coming late or not at all, 
and with extended unemployment benefits, several businesses on the 
conference call were worried about finding workers. (For updates on J1 workers visit CIEE.org)

Dave Emmel, who is regional representative of the Small Business Development Center of Michigan, spoke about Small 
Business Administration (SBA) loans. He noted that the SBA is offering loans for six month needs, suggesting that they 
see this crisis lasting six months. The SBA web site is currently crashing from demand but should soon be fixed. He also 
discussed MEDC money, and the new $2 trillion Federal aid package. He gave a lot of details but suggested the first 
thing any business anticipating financial problems should do is contact their banker. More resources are available on his 
organization’s web site at SBDCMichigan.org Since the conference call, the MEDC grant applications have been released.

Jamie on Zoom

Dear hawk and nature enthusiasts,
American Robins have returned north in droves, joining 
Common Grackles, Red-winged Blackbirds, and many 
other migrants. These signs of spring bring joy at a time 
of concern about Coronavirus 2019. 

Mackinac Straits Raptor Watch of course changed our 
plans to expand research and education this spring. 
Along with the popular Mackinaw Raptor Fest, we also 
canceled two Owl Banders, the new Mackinac Island 
Hawk Counter, and the Raptor Naturalist. We paid each 
worker part of their fee to compensate for the last-minute 
notice.

Fortunately, Kevin Georg (from Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania) had already settled in to count hawks by 
March 5. He has recorded more than 111 Golden Eagles, 
along with 256 Red-tailed Hawks, our signature species. 
Kevin will continue the hawk research until June 5. 

Many guests already have come, and are still welcome at the hawk watch in Mackinaw City. For the coming 
few weeks, MSRW urges you to stay six feet from others, as experts will call out what birds are overhead.
     -Mackinaw Straits Raptor Watch

Kevin Georg hard at work
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How to Attend a Council Meeting Using Zoom

Here is the Village Council Meeting invitation for 4-2-20. The address below 
“Join Zoom Meeting” is what gets entered as the web address.

Join Zoom Meeting

https://zoom.us/j/149707787

Meeting ID: 149 707 787

One tap mobile
+16465588656,,149707787# US (New York)
+13126266799,,149707787# US (Chicago)

Dial by your location
  +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
  +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
  +1 301 715 8592 US
  +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
  +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
  +1 253 215 8782 US
Meeting ID: 149 707 787
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/aE2vYQcOJ
Once entered, this window pops up. Users will need to click 
“Open URL:Zoom Launcher”

The computer should prompt users to the select the audio for the meeting. Users can either use the microphone/speakers 
on their computer or call one of the listed numbers from their telephone (as some desktops or laptops may not have a 
microphone or speakers). The telephone automated system asks for the meeting ID and then the participant ID specific to 
that meeting. An example is in the below window picture.

After the audio is selected users will enter the meeting.
Users may also enter the meeting using iOS or Android devices but 
may have to install the Zoom app prior to the meeting. 

Below are the directions sent to me by Village Hall staff on 
how to attend the upcoming Zoom council meeting. You can 
also see these directions on the village web site. If anyone 
senses they may have difficulty with the meeting setup, they 
may contact Ofc. John House at jhouse@mackinawcity.org 
to set up a trial run of the meeting operation. 

Still ice in the bays
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Telemedicine: The Future is Now

How life can change so quickly. Having a doctor 
visit on your phone or laptop? Taking your own 
blood pressure, pulse and temperature for your 
doctor visit? Sounds crazy ? Welcome to March, 2020. Life has changed. Telemedicine, 
using a phone or computer to engage with patients instead of a person to person visit, is 
the safest way to practice medicine today. Meeting in the office is extremely risky for both 
patients and doctors and now is only advised when truly necessary. But telemedicine may 
be here to stay! It may be the new norm after this pandemic is over.

Doctors throughout history have tried to practice the art of medicine as a “ hands on “ 
profession. Taking vital signs, listening to a patient’s heart and lungs, pressing on the 
patient’s belly and even the simple handshake while greeting the patient may be a thing of 
the past. Certainly for some patients we will have to continue to address complaints and 
perform physicals in our exam room. However, many visits can now be done without the 
patient being physically present.

Advances in technology have made remote medicine not only practical, but affordable. 
Patients can purchase small forehead thermometers to take their temperature. Automated blood pressure devices are 
inexpensive and simple to use. Pulse oximeters, to measure one’s oxygen level, are small and available at drug stores for 
little cost. Cell phones with FaceTime and computers with cameras allow for easy communication. Patients can even take 
pictures of their wounds or rashes and transmit those images to their doctor! As the old saying goes, “ a picture is worth a 
thousand words.”

The greatest advantage of telemedicine for the patient is convenient, easy access to care. This is especially true living in 
rural areas where the distance is many miles between doctor and patient. Or in areas where bad weather makes traveling 
difficult, telemedicine will make life easy. Those of us living here in northern Michigan can relate to these situations.

The greatest disadvantage of telemedicine for the patient is obviously the inability of the doctor to perform a person to 
person interview, check the vital signs and perform the necessary physical exam. Both the patient and the doctor must 
work together to overcome this disadvantage. Patients must be well prepared before the telemedicine visit begins. For 
example, patients should have their insurance information available for proper billing of the visit. If possible, patients 
should provide their blood pressure and temperature readings to the doctor. Also, it is so much easier for patients to write 
down their complaints, symptoms and questions and read that list to the doctor. All of us develop a “bad memory” when 
we talk on the phone. After hanging up we always remember the question we forgot to ask. It is much more difficult for 
the doctor to make a proper assessment of a patient when they cannot see the whole patient. The patient must provide the 
best information possible.

The Coronavirus pandemic has forced all of us to live differently. Telemedicine will be used by doctors now to provide 
the best medical care possible for patients who do not need a person-to-person doctor visit. It is the safest way to practice 
medicine today to minimize the risk of spreading the virus. Having a doctor visit on your phone or laptop? Don’t be 
surprised if you are having that type of visit today and tomorrow. The future is now. How life can change so quickly.

Most insurance is now covering the cost of tele-medicine with a standard co-pay. Be sure to check with your insurance 
company. If you want to tele-medicine with Dr. Sharon, his office number is 231-436-5793.

Prepare for your tele-visit
Write down your symptoms
Write down your questions
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39% are under 50

Not Just For the Old

Grocery Safety for the Obsessive
Here is a video on how to sterilize the food you 
bring home. The most practical advice from this 
video is, if you can, let your grocery purchases sit 
in your car for three days before bringing them 
into the house. The hope is that in three days the 
virus will die. https://www.youtube.com/embed/
sjDuwc9KBps?rel=0

Tree trimming continues 
around town. This tree was 
obviously not trimmed often 
enough.

Forever confused? Now we know 
there is only One Way

Tesla SuperChargers have arrived

slice of tree limb
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Governor Whitmer had only been in office a few weeks when 
a fire at a natural gas plant, coupled with a polar vortex, put 
Michigan into a heating crisis in January 2019. At the time 
Enbridge was promoting the fact that they were providing 
the Upper Peninsula (UP) with much needed propane. With 
both activities on her mind, she ordered a Statewide Energy 
Assessment. Part of that order required a report, due by March 
31, 2020, on the propane needs of the UP in the event of a 
major disruption, like the shut down of Line 5. A draft of that 
report came out last week. Michigan, according to the report, 
uses more propane than any other state in the country and it 
is first in the amount of propane for residential users. Eight 
percent of Michigan homes are fueled by propane, but in the 
UP 18% use propane. 

The report looked at three possible disruptions:
1. A disruption of Enbridge Line 1 from the oil field in Alberta 
Canada to Superior Wisconsin. This line feeds Line 5. If 
this line is disrupted it would jeopardize just over 50% of 
Michigan’s current propane use.
2. A disruption in Line 5 directly would impact 46% of 
Michigan’s propane.
3. An extreme weather event could result in insufficient 
propane to meet Michigan needs.

The report listed alternatives for Michigan’s propane supply, 
recommending diversification, including rail, pipeline, and trucking from Canada and Conway, Kansas. The report 
identified some alternative supply options with prices comparable to those offered at the Rapid River and Sarnia hubs, 
but, no matter the plans, the overall wholesale propane prices will likely increase in the event of supply disruptions.
 
The report included recommendations on how to buffer the UP propane supply. The state could provide financial 
incentives for building more storage facilities, provide financial aid for weather-proofing homes, and provide better 
forecast information on propane 
supplies and long-range weather-
induced needs. The full report is 
available online, including a detailed 
analysis of propane use in the state. 
EGLE is taking public comments on 
the draft report through April 6. Public 
comments can be submitted by email at 
EGLE-UPEnergy@Michigan.gov 

Find the report at https://www.
michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-
3306_88771_93973---,00.html

Task Force Reports on Michigan’s Propane Use

cold winter
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Oxford Economics modeled the expected downturn in the US travel 
industry in 2020 as a result of Coronavirus. They modeled the economic 
impacts of travel industry losses in terms of GDP, unemployment, and 
taxes. Their report is dated March 16, 2020.

Travel Industry Losses
A decline of 31% for the entire year is expected. This includes a 75% 
drop in revenue over the next two months and continued losses over the 
rest of the year reaching $355 billion.

Employment Losses
The US economy is projected to lose 4.6 million jobs as a result of travel 
declines in 2020. The unemployment rate of 3.5% in February will rise 
substantially in the coming months. Travel-related employment losses 
alone will push the unemployment rate up to 6.3% over the next few 
months.

The Time Opportunity
While typical recovery times from a disease-related crisis range from 
12-16 months, this can be shortened through strategic promotions and 
support of the travel industry. They analyzed two scenarios for shortening 
the duration of losses.

SCENARIO 1: FULL RECOVERY BEGINS IN JUNE
Scenario assumes full recovery is achieved in June. Each month from 
June-December offers a potential average gain of $17.8 billion in GDP 
and $2.2 billion in taxes. Total benefits would tally $100 billion in travel 
industry revenue, $15 billion in taxes, and 1.6 million jobs restored.

SCENARIO 2: 50% RECOVERY BEGINS IN JUNE
Scenario assumes that a recovery is accelerated by 50% (relative to 
expected performance) beginning in June. In this scenario, each month 
offers a potential gain of $8.9 billion in GDP and $1.1 billion in taxes. Total benefits would tally $50 billion in travel industry 
revenue, $7.7 billion in taxes, and 823,000 jobs restored.

The expected financial impact on travel is six times the impact of 9/11. A decline of $55 million in taxes will be realized.
International visits to the US are expected to decline by 23%.

Economic Analysis of Effect of Coronavirus on the Country

page 8 page 9March 29, 2020

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News

page 8



Join the Front Line – Sew Face Masks For Our Local Hospitals
By MaryAnn Moore 

You might have seen it on the news and on Facebook or listened about it 
on the radio. Medical facilities are short of face masks and have asked for 
your help in using your sewing talents to create some. You researched on 
line and saw many types of designs and the questions arose in your mind: 
What kind? Rectangular or “bra cup” design? What fabrics should be 
used? Wire nose piece or not? Pocket for filter insertion?

After thinking about those questions and more, I contacted the McLaren 
Northern Michigan Hospital in Petoskey, Michigan with specific 
questions. Teri Donaldson, Operations Manager gave the following 
specific information about mask making for both their Cheboygan and 
Petoskey campuses.(Other hospitals have different criteria, so check 
before you sew.)

The style of mask being requested by McLaren is the rectangular one 
using the Make Victory Masks pattern. (Please note: the pdf of the mask 
pattern does not print to size. The correct size to cut is two pieces 9” 
X 6”. I experimented and liked the 9” X 7” size for myself. It covered 
more of my face.) https://www.makevictorymasks.org/resources/mask-
instructions-amp-sanitation-guidelines

The masks can be made from clean 100% cotton or cotton blend woven 
fabrics. Cotton withstands more heat from the laundry than cotton blend 
and would be preferred in my opinion. The masks can be made using the same fabric for both layers or from two different 
colors if you choose. The masks should be only two layers thick, no lining. No flannel fabric should be used next to the 
face because it is very warm. 

Tie straps are preferred to elastic loops. Bias tape could be used for the ties, it is more forgiving and easier to manage. If 
you are going to make the tie from regular fabric, cut a piece 1 1/2 inches wide for each corner of the mask. Fold the strips 
in half lengthwise and sew the edge closed. More adept sewers can turn the tie inside out for a neat look, but that is not 
necessary.

Securing wire along one side of the mask for nose pinchers or making a pocket to insert a filter is not necessary. Without 
these two steps the sewing process is faster.

Once you have made masks to donate, you can put them in one bag and drop the bag off at the McLaren Northern 
Michigan Foundation Building, 360 Connable Ave, Petoskey between 8:30 am - 5 pm M-F. Call 231-487-3500 from the 
car and a team member will come and accept your donation. 

To arrange the drop off of masks for Cheboygan McLaren, call Shawna Hancock at 231-627-1200 between 9 am – 4 pm 
M-F and she will give you further directions. 

The hospital will launder the donated masks before they are distributed and used. The McLaren Northern Michigan 
Hospital personnel are “grateful and thankful for the outpouring of love and support from the community” 
during this time of crisis.

Now you have all the facts. It’s time to get that fabric you have been collecting and get to work! If you have 
any questions, email me at matuckermoore@aim.com
Like everything about this virus there are different opinions. Read a different view on page 12.

MaryAnn in her homemade face mask
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Emmet County in Need of Store-Bought Masks and Gloves
Emmet County officials are seeking donations of N95 masks and latex gloves for county employees who still must 
continue to work and interact with the public during the coronavirus pandemic. If you have masks or gloves, 
but cannot take a financial loss by donating them to the county, Reaves said the county may be willing to 
purchase the items at the normal retail price. Donations may be brought to the Emmet County building Lake 
Street entrance. Though the county building is now closed to the public, the building’s security staff will meet 
visitors at the door, Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Please call (231) 348-0660 for questions 
concerning donation drop-offs.

McLaren Asks for More Than Masks
McLaren Northern Michigan currently has the appropriate medical supplies. However, in the coming weeks, medical 
supplies will continue to be in short supply as increased cases of COVID-19 continue throughout the nation.
 
McLaren Northern Michigan Foundation is seeking community donations of:
· New, unused masks (including construction grade)
· Medical grade gloves
· Hand sanitizer and sanitizing wipes with an alcohol content of 60% or more
· Non-contact forehead thermometers
· Homemade Fabric Face Masks
 
Please call the Foundation at 231-487-3500 to arrange a drop off time for your donation. Donations will be accepted in 
Petoskey and Cheboygan. DO NOT bring your donations directly to the hospital or emergency departments – we are 
restricting visitors at this time.
 
Gifts to the McLaren Northern Michigan Emergency Response Fund will provide local support for:
· The purchase of masks, gowns, gloves and other essential personal protective equipment required to ensure the health 
and safety of our healthcare team
· Medical supplies and equipment 
· Patient assistance
· Programs, services, staff education, and other critical 
needs that develop during a health-related crisis
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How Effective Are Home-made Masks - 1/3 as effective

Fit Matters More Than Fabric
Stretchy T-shirt fabric fits best

page 12
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In 2013, Cambridge University tested home-made face masks for their effectiveness against a 
bacteria and a virus. The test was conducted in response to a flu outbreak and the fear of mask 
shortages at that time.

“Objective: This study examined homemade masks as alternatives to commercial face masks.
Methods: Several household materials were evaluated for the capacity to block bacterial and 
viral aerosols. Twenty-one healthy volunteers made their own face masks from cotton t-shirts; 
the masks were then tested for fit. The number of microorganisms isolated from coughs of 
healthy volunteers wearing their homemade mask, a surgical mask, or no mask was compared 
using several air-sampling techniques.
Results: The median-fit factor of the homemade masks was one-half that of the surgical 
masks. Both masks significantly reduced the number of microorganism expelled by volunteers, although the surgical mask 
was 3 times more effective in blocking transmission than the homemade mask.
Conclusion: Our findings suggest that a homemade mask should only be considered as a last resort to prevent 
droplet transmission from infected individuals, but it would be better than no protection. (Disaster med Public Health 
Preparedness, 2013;0:1-6)”

They tested several fabrics which showed a range of filtration qualities, but fit and comfort were more important. Poor 
fit dropped acceptability of home-made masks by half. “The pillowcase and the 100% cotton t-shirt were found to be the 
most suitable household materials for an improvised face mask,” concluded the study. The t-shirt rated best because it was 
stretchy and thus could provide the best fit.
Source: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/258525804_Testing_the_Efficacy_of_Homemade_Masks_Would_
They_Protect_in_an_Influenza_Pandemic



Chapter of the American Rosie the Riveter Association Formed! 
The first new chapter in Michigan in honor of Rosie the Riveter was formed this week in Mackinaw City.
Forming the chapter are Linda Rogers, President; Angie Timan Morthland, Vice-President; Karen Dunkelberg, 
Treasurer; and Anastasia Rogers as Secretary. The short term goals are to get a Rosie Memorial Rose Garden established 
in Cheboygan and do some public speaking as outreach. Members will be marching in the Memorial Day Parade 
in Mackinaw City and offering programs on the Ice Cutter Mackinaw. New members are welcome. Email Linda at 
mackinawmemories@gmail.com

The group is making masks for McLaren hospital. This 
one is by Anatasia Rogers.

A metal Rosie is the group’s mascot

Karen Dunkelberg, Anastasia Rogers, Linda Rogers, and Angie Timan practicing social 
distancing before the “Stay Home” order

Jennifer Cole, Julia Short, and Angie Timan
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Send in Your Census Form Or We Will Get Less Resources
On March 27th the Census Bureau released these response rates to the first mailing of census forms. You can see from the 
map that northern Michigan is going to lose power to the southern counties if we don’t get our census forms turned in. 
Everyone who expected to be here on April 1st, please indicate Mackinaw City as your home. We need every single one 
of us to count.

Cheboygan County 26.8%
Cheboygan City 35.0%

Emmet County 24.9%
Wawatam Township 17.5%

Mackinaw City 18.6%
Mackinaw Township 13.0%

Mackinac County 14.5%
St. Ignace 38.3%
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Auto Makers Turned Ventilator Makers
Ford Press Release: Ford Motor Company, joining forces with firms 
including 3M and GE Healthcare, is lending its manufacturing and 
engineering expertise to quickly expand production of urgently needed 
medical equipment and supplies. Ford plans to assemble more than 100,000 
face shields per week and leverage its in-house 3D printing capability to 
produce components for use in personal protective equipment. Ford team 
members are working with 3M to increase the manufacturing capacity of 
their powered air-purifying respirator (PAPR) designs. To go as fast as 
possible, the Ford and 3M teams have been locating off-the-shelf parts 
like fans from the Ford F-150’s cooled seats for airflow. Ford and GE 
Healthcare are working together to expand production of a simplified 
version of GE Healthcare’s existing ventilator design. Ford’s U.S. design 
team also is quickly creating and starting to test transparent full-face 
shields for medical workers and first responders.

Reuters - General Motors Co and medical equipment maker Ventec 
are speeding up efforts under a partnership code-named “Project V” to 
build ventilators at a GM plant in Kokomo, Indiana, to help combat the 
coronavirus outbreak. As part of the effort to boost ventilator output from 
Ventec, GM has arranged for the supply of 95% of the parts 
needed to build the ventilator and is seeking to source the 
remaining 37 necessary parts. The goal of the venture is to 
build up to 200,000 ventilators.

Dealing With the Uncertainty
I talked to Joe Lieghio about his workers. The workers are 
arriving from their jobs in ski country. They have money from 
those jobs. But they cannot start any jobs in Mackinaw until, 
at the earliest, April 1st because that is when the contracts 
start. Some will start later. By mid-week 20 had arrived in 
town. Unfortunately, school groups will not be coming in 
May this year. This leaves the motels without their May 
revenue stream. Joe said that hotel margins have been down 
in recent years and this loss will cost millions of dollars. But 
he expects July and August to rebound. He noted that if he 
was not optimistic about the summer rebound they would 
shut down for this season, avoiding the costs.

A Ford employee assembling a face mask

Respirators versus ventilators
A ventilator is a machine designed to move breathable air into and out of the 
lungs, to provide breathing for a patient who is physically unable to breathe, or 
breathing insufficiently. While modern ventilators are computerized machines, 
patients can be ventilated with a simple, hand-operated bag valve mask. In 
the 1950s ventilators were also called respirators. But today a respirator is a 
protective face mask that screens out airborne particulate matter. A respirator

Post-Coronavirus males, displaying their hunter-
gatherer prowess in order to attract mates
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Gracie Beauchamp and the Big Boy done with 150 points

Marking Period Project - Connect the Dots
Just before school was closed the students turned in their marking period 
project, using coordinates on graph paper to indicate a local landmark. 
After school was closed their teacher, Jennifer Lee, sent the results.

McGulpin Point by Amelia House

Traci Rogala with Starbucks

Caroline Somers with the Levering Cafe
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Distilleries Allowed to Make Sanitizer
Michigan officials announced Thursday that licensed 
distilleries in the state are now permitted to produce ethanol-
based hand sanitizers in order to help meet demand as the 
state works to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. Iron Fish 
Distillery of Benzie County, a producer of gin, whiskey, 
vodka, and rum, is now turning spirits into sanitizer. 
They created their first 50-gallon batch of hand sanitizer 
earlier this week. A batch fills more than 4,000 containers. 
Containers will now be shipped to stores, hospitals and first 
responders near and far. They said they could make up to 
1,000 gallons of hand sanitizer in the next two weeks.

Dr. Dan Smith a veterinarian answers:

It’s unclear. Just about anything can act as a “fomite,” 
which is a surface upon which a virus can be deposited 
and then transmitted. As of now the research suggests 
that the virus lives longer on nonporous surfaces, like 
metal, than other surfaces, such as pet hair. If that’s the 
case, then pet hair should be lower on the list of likely 
transmission surfaces. But there’s always a chance! At 
my practice we are wearing gloves when interacting 
with all of our patients now, just to take an extra level of 
precaution.

Can I let other people pet my dog? 
Will they leave cooties on her fur? 

In just two and a half weeks!
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Testing Kit Updates
The current testing for covid-19 requires sending a swab to 
a central lab where a decade-old process uses a machine to 
analyze the material. The big advantage of the machine is 
that it is highly accurate and versatile; it can be set to test 
for different diseases. The disadvantage is that the swab has to be sent to the lab and the analysis takes 4 - 6 hours. There 
is a large backlog making the turn around time longer.

But scientists around the world are now developing tests, like a pregnancy test, that can be done on-site. You put a few 
drops of blood on the piece and you get the results. The advantages are a massive speed up in results, taking about 20 

minutes rather than several days and not requiring any special machine 
or technician. The big disadvantages are that they look for your body’s 
antibodies not the virus itself. You have to have been sick for a while, and 

that time differs from person 
to person. Thus the accuracy 
is lower. These new tests have 
been produced in labs, but it 
will take time, maybe a month 
or two, to get government 
approval and then 
mass production.

Emmet Sheriff Update
Emmet County Sheriff Wallin said that roads in Emmet County will be open and his officers will not be stopping vehicles 
checking to see if a person is out purchasing groceries, getting take-out-food, gasoline, needed medical supplies, and any 
other products necessary to maintain the safety, sanitation, and basic operation of residences.

In regards to non-essential businesses that are still operating and violating the governor’s order, Sheriff Wallin stated 
“there will not be any arrests.” His deputies will still investigate complaints that come in regarding persons or businesses 
not complying with the order and advise the person or business they are violating the order that is in place. The violations 
will be forwarded to the health department or to the Liquor Control Commission, if the business has a liquor license.

Sheriff Wallin also stated his office will still be responding 
to citizens’ calls for help. Many of the complaints his 
office receives will be attempted to be handled over the 
phone if the complaint is for a minor situation, instead 
of a deputy responding to the scene, if at all possible. All 
of the Sheriff’s Office lobbies at the downtown Petoskey 
administrative/jail complex, as well as the substations, have 
been closed to the public until further notice. 

Jail visitations have been canceled and fingerprinting and 
weapon purchases have been suspended. A pistol sales 
record that needs to be submitted can be mailed to the 
Sheriff’s Office, 450 Bay Street, Petoskey, MI 49770. 
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Does Humor Help?
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Counties That Were Worse Off Economically Compared to 2016 Before the Virus

Inflatables in the ice
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