
Mackinaw Rendezvous and Trade Fair Canceled
The Fort Michilimackinac Pageant Committee announces cancellation of the Mackinaw Rendezvous and Trade Fair, 
scheduled to take place July 29 – August 2, 2020.

Unfortunately, considering the lead time required to bring this event to life, we are unable to be fully confident that the 
entire range of elements necessary to provide a safe environment to gather and celebrate in August can be met. We look 
forward to planning for our 2021 event and the opportunity to gather and celebrate August 3 – August 8, 2021.

Summer Must Be Coming
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Events in Mackinaw City 

May 22
• Woman’s Club Geranium Sale, library, 3 - 6 pm
• Marina planning to re-open

June 1
•  Village Hall planning to re-open



State News

Guns in the Capitol
The Michigan Capitol Commission met and decided to appoint a 4-person committee to study gun regulations in the Capitol 
building. The committee will try to decide if they have the authority to regulate guns and will talk with both Democrats and 
Republicans. The Michigan Supreme Court has long barred firearms in state courtrooms under an administrative rule. The 
Court also authorized school districts to enact their own firearm regulations because state law only forbids cities, villages, 
townships and counties from doing so.

Michigan law generally prohibits firearms in places like banks, churches, theaters, sports arenas, day care centers, schools 
and liquor stores. However, in what critics call a loophole, state statutes exempt concealed pistol permit holders from related 
penalties. That means permit holders can openly carry firearms in some “gun-free” zones, according to a 2018 opinion from 
former Attorney General Bill Schuette’s office. But universities and K-12 schools can set their own policies to ban firearms, 
and guns are never allowed in casinos, airports, or correctional facilities, the opinion said.

The federal government prohibits firearms in various government buildings, including the U.S. Capitol. And in Michigan, 
employers can adopt policies to prohibit employees from carrying guns in their private facilities.

Young Worker Permits
The governor changed the rules for young workers. The permit they need to work can now be obtained by mail, email, 
faxed, or send by the web, rather than necessarily picked up in person. 

Casinos Remain Closed
The Sault’s Kewadin Casinos are planning to open June 1st. The Odawa Casino in Mackinaw City says, on its web site, that 
it will abide by the governor’s rules and remain closed until May 28th.

Death Threats Against Governor
The Detroit Metro Times identified four private Facebook groups, constituting 400,000 members, that have issued death 
threats against the governor. The governor asked Republicans to denounce this. House Speaker Lee Chatfield tweeted after 
the news briefing that “those making physical threats (to both parties) are out of line and should be punished. It’s despicable. 
It’s wrong. It needs to stop.” Senate Majority Leader Mike Shirkey said, “I rise today to condemn the individuals who have 
populated a number of social media posts with crude, violent and threatening messages about our governor, Those folks are 
thugs, and their tactics are despicable.” One person has been arrested and charged with terrorism.

New Soo Lock Begins
Construction has begun on the $922 million Lake Superior locks. Equipment began to arrive last week to deepen the 
upstream channel above the decommissioned Davis and Sabin Locks, which will be replaced. That work will wrap up by 
November 2021. The new lock chamber is still being designed and could take until 2030 to open.

Grand Hotel to Open Late June
The Grand Hotel announced it would postpone opening until Jume 21st. 

Michigan Senate Approved Stimulus Bill - Goes to House
Bridge - The Michigan Senate unanimously approved a $523.7 million stimulus bill Wednesday that would funnel new 
federal money to support Michigan child care, wages for front-line workers, unemployment benefits administration, testing 
supplies and more during the outbreak. It includes $100 million to municipal governments to provide $1,000 
bonuses to police, firefighters, EMTs, paramedics and 911 operators The spending represents around one-sixth 
of the $3 billion the state government received through the CARES Act from the federal government. Another 
$800 million was given to Detroit and the four largest counties in the state, Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and 
Kent. It’s unclear how the state plans to spend the rest of the federal money. The bill must still be approved by 
the House and the Governor.
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Detroit Literacy Case Settled
Students do have a right to a quality education the courts ruled. The settlement says that the governor will propose 
legislation for $94.4 million for Detroit literacy; the state will give $280,000 for the seven litigator students’ literacy 
education, and $2.72 million to the school district; literacy information will be shared with all school districts in the state; 
and two tasks forces will be created to ensure a quality of education in Detroit.

No Evictions
LANSING - Governor Gretchen Whitmer today signed Executive Order 2020-85, which temporarily extends protections 
for tenants and mobile home owners from being evicted from their home during the continuing COVID-19 pandemic.

More to Open?
Governor hints that retail, dog grooming, and groups smaller than 11 people might be allowed in a week.

Mackinac Bridge Authority (MBA) Cancels This Year’s Bridge Walk
The Mackinac Bridge Authority held a meeting this week to discuss the Bridge Walk. The commission voted to cancel the 
walk based upon safety and financial concerns.

Safety
Director Nowack showed photos of last year’s 30,000 participants filling the outside lane reserved for walkers. She made 
it clear that it would be impossible to impose social distancing on walkers and it would be impossible to monitor all 
participants’ temperatures before walking. In fact, using the governor’s 6-phase planning chart, the Bridge Walk would 
only be safe in Phase 6 Post-Pandemic. So it would, in all likelihood, be impossible to assure the health safety of walkers 
and workers.

Finances
Director Nowack reported that April bridge traffic was only 35% of normal, presenting the MBA with $700,000 less 
revenue than anticipated. May traffic is rebounding a bit and is anticipated to be 53% of normal, yet still adding to a 
budget shortfall.

Nowack noted that now is the time to make the decision on the Bridge Walk because both the MBA and the Mackinac 
State Police (MSP) would be starting to spend money on printing signs, flyers etc. Last year the Bridge Walk cost the 
MBA $335,000 and the MSP $154,000 for over 260 troopers.

Commissioner Tricia Kinley summarized saying, “It disappoints me. It is a wonderful event, but it is not an essential 
event.” Chairman Gleason emphasized that the decision was 
for this year only. 

Congestion last year was enough that folks spread into the center two 
lanes, reserved for security vehicles, and onto the outside walkway, not 
allowed at all.

Photos by Mackinac Bridge Authority
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Enbridge Tunnel Application Now Before the Army Corps
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is hearing from the public on Enbridge’s proposal to build an oil pipeline tunnel 
beneath Michigan’s Straits of Mackinac. The public comment period began Friday and ends June 4. A public hearing may 
be requested. Comments should address impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general
environmental effects, and other public interest factors. E-mail comments to: Katie.L.Otanez@usace.army.mil but must 
include your name, mailing address, and the file number LRE-2010-00463-56-A19. To read the report go to 
https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Portals/69/docs/regulatory/PN/20100046356A19_PN.pdf?ver=2020-05-11-143629-877

In addition to state permission, the tunnel requires federal permission. The state has sent the application back to Enbridge 
for more information and now the Army Corps is asking for public input. Here are the details of the report dealing with 
the Mackinaw City side.

The 30-inch pipeline will reside inside a concrete enclosure filled with grout. This unit will sit in the tunnel of 18 to 21 
feet diameter. At McGulpin Point there will be a shallow launch portal up to 1,000 feet long, 60 feet wide, and 75 feet 
deep in uplands shown on the map. This will be the entry point for the Tunnel Boring Machine (TBM). In the Straits, 
roughly 350 feet offshore there will be a water intake and a water discharge station, each marked with a buoy.

Lighthouse
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South Side Siting
Enbridge considered multiple locations for siting of the south side tunnel entrance. There are significant constraints 
locating a tunnel entrance on the south side. Many residential homes, the historic McGulpin Point Lighthouse, Headlands 
International Dark Sky Park and multiple overhead electric transmission corridors and facilities. Similar to the north 
side, a pipeline tie-in will be required from the tunnel entrance to Enbridge’s existing Mackinaw Station. Minimizing 
the length of this tie-in helps reduce additional potential impacts to the human and natural environments. Locating the 
tunnel entrance south or west of the existing station would place it within Headland International Dark Sky Park. This 
is not preferred as above ground operational facilities are required which could impact the benefits that portion of the 
park provides the public and natural communities. Locating the tunnel entrance to the east of the existing station is not 
preferred as there are multiple residential homes and associated infrastructure as well as the McGulpin Point Lighthouse. 

Fencing
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In addition, there is not sufficient area available to safely conduct construction activities in this area without disturbing 
some of these features. There are relatively level open spaces with few existing homes southeast of the existing station. 
However, there is overhead electric transmission and underground natural gas infrastructure along the boundaries of 
the open areas. Additionally, there is an electric transmission substation to the north of these open areas. While there is 
sufficient space for construction in this location, the tunnel alignment would need to be located under the existing homes 
to the north. This area would also require an approximate one-half mile tie-in back to the substation and an associated 
new right-of-way on private property and/or within a portion of the Headlands International Dark Sky Park. Therefore, 
Enbridge determined this area was not preferred for locating the tunnel entrance. Given these constraints and the desire 
to minimize potential impacts to the human and natural environments, Enbridge selected the area adjacent to the existing 
Mackinaw Station as the preferred location for the south side tunnel entrance. In addition, Enbridge owns approximately 
17 acres of land around the station, minimizing the amount of land which would need to be acquired from private 
landowners. The final work site will occupy approximately 25 acres.

There are no wetlands, protected species or significant cultural resources within the area. Enbridge will maintain a 115-
foot buffer from the shoreline of Lake Michigan with the exception of a water discharge structure. The area generally 
slopes downward to the northwest corner. This area will have perimeter berms installed to help prevent stormwater runoff. 
A water management system will be located in the area as well to help manage stormwater and water generated from the 
tunnel. The system will contain an oil-water-separator, a sediment and infiltration basin.

Construction Sequence
Clearing of trees, brush and vegetation will occur during the winter to protect wildlife, taking three months. Then boring 

This map was drawn from the geological data collected since 2018. Most of the tunnel will be in rock but 
in the deep water area it may be through mud. In all cases it will be 60 feet below the water surface.
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will start on the Mackinaw City end. The site will house areas for a portal, slurry and water treatment system including 
sediment and infiltration basins, and a variety of necessary construction equipment, vehicles, storage areas and trailers. 
This staging will take six months. The boring machine and the concrete tunnel housing will be delivered to the Mackinaw 
site. The tunnel excavation will take two years; pipeline installation eight months; cleanup six months. Drilling in 
Mackinaw will occur 24 hours a day, six or occassionally seven days per week for two years. Access to the Mackinaw 
work area will utilize existing public roads and no improvements to them are anticipated.

The TBM (cutterhead, shield, and trailing gear) will be assembled at the surface on Enbridge-owned property on the 
south side, in a shallow launch portal, which is the opening to the tunnel. To begin, or launch the TBM, an elongated 
open trench with vertical sidewalls (portal) will be constructed within the south side area. The portal serves as a gradual 
transition from the surface to the entrance to the tunnel. After the tunnel is completed, a cut-and-cover tunnel structure 
will be constructed within the portal to extend from the tunnel to the ground surface. The portal will be approximately 60 
feet wide by up to 1,000 feet long and 75 feet deep at its northern end, where the TBM will start boring.

The portal will be constructed with a a piece of equipment called an excavator/dozer ripper, which is designed to break up 
rock. If the rock is too hard they will drill and blast.

Spoil from the project will include surface muck, topsoil and rock. Some will be reused on site and the rest removed for 
disposal. The Bentonite slurry, used to cool the drill, will be processed on site and reused in the drilling.
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Chamber Discussion on Outdoor Eating
The Chamber continues to facilitate discussions on how to successfully re-open Mackinaw City. This week interested 
members came together to discuss the potential of adding outdoor eating facilities to help the restaurants whose seating 
capacity is expected to be dramatically diminished this summer. This topic will be up for discussion by the Ordinance 
Committee of village council next Tuesday and this was a chance for the Chamber members to form a consensus on a plan.

The location of outdoor eating took up most of the discussion. Places like Central Ave., Old School Park, the Marina 
Lawn, Langlade by the bakery, and S. Huron Ave. were discussed. Quickly the group focused on Central Ave., with 
comments on how well received Fall into Mackinaw was two years ago, when two blocks of Central were closed. It was 
reported that there were 12 restaurants on Central Ave., although apparently some do not plan to open this summer.

After much discussion the group felt that totally closing the north lane of Central Ave. from the Dairy Queen to Huron 
would open up a location for tables that was safe and friendly, even adding the possibility of evening special events 
downtown. Leaving the south side of the road open to one-way traffic would preserve the parking and allow access to the 
post office. The westbound traffic might be cycled either through Etherington, or N. Huron with detour signs.

The Chamber has since sent out a survey to all Chamber members noting that “the immediate issues we combat are narrow 
sidewalks, midges, geese, gulls, wind, complexities of downtown traffic, table availability, parking pattern, residential 
detours, and a tight budget that does not easily provide for tables or a staff to clean them consistently.” The Chamber will 
take the results to the village council committee meeting on Tuesday.

Work on Headlands Rd. is progressing

Raptor Counts Of Season As Of May 15th
Black Vulture 2; Turkey Vulture 2,992; Osprey 45; Bald Eagle 443; Northern Harrier 77;  Sharp-shinned 
Hawk 1,166; Cooper’s Hawk 23; Northern Goshawk 5; Red-shouldered Hawk 155; Broad-winged 
Hawk 36,047; Red-tailed Hawk 14,395; Rough-legged Hawk 234; Swainson’s Hawk 1; Golden Eagle 
202; American Kestrel 24; Merlin 24; Peregrine Falcon 19.
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Here’s some good news!
There’s a small buzz brewing in Mackinaw City. More cars, more people and more businesses 
are re-opening. Although food is carry-out and curbside, it is still exciting. Mackinac Straits 
Health System is “ buzzing “ too. While our hospital and clinics never really closed, we 
certainly had to temporarily reduce a few services and make a few changes in how we provided 
healthcare. We are ready to safely “ open back up .”

First, located as part of our Emergency Room at the hospital, our Fast Care Clinic is open daily. 
Our Emergency Room never closed and always provides care 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. Staffed with emergency room doctors and nurses, we are so fortunate to have this state of 
the art facility in our small community. Do not delay if you have a medical emergency or need 
immediate care and your doctor is not available.

Secondly, our lab and imaging departments are now open for time sensitive testing. During this 
Covid -19 crisis, we limited testing to more emergent requests. Consequently, many patients 
may have had testing ordered months ago by their doctors and have not been able to have it 
completed. Our lab and imaging departments are now available to perform that testing. Bring in 
your doctors order and get it done! Two months delay is long enough!

Also, our Physical Therapy and Occupational Therapy departments are opening. It has been 
extremely difficult for patients who needed therapy to work on exercises alone at home without the expertise of our 
talented therapists. Hopefully, most patients still did well. It will be nice to once again see our patients in the hospital 
therapy department.

Selective out-patient surgeries have now resumed in our 
Surgery Department . Many patients had been forced to delay 
elective surgeries and colonoscopies. Since re-opening on 
May 4, we are now accommodating these surgical needs. 
We are adding more surgical procedures including total 
joint replacements. Strict pre-surgical protocols have been 
established to insure a safe environment for both staff and 
patients.

Finally, our ambulatory clinics will re-open on Monday, May 
18, for in-office visits. Over the past two months, we have 
provided most patient visits via telemedicine. Patients will 
be scheduled in thirty minute time blocks. Pre-registration 
will be done by phone the day before the appointment. Upon 
arrival to the office, patients will be directed immediately to 
the exam room. All patients, staff and providers must wear a 
mask. Patients will not be seated in a waiting room. These new 
processes will insure the safety of both our patients and staff. 
All of us are so excited to once again see our patients face to 
face! For those who prefer telemedicine, that will continue too.

More cars, more people, more open businesses. The small buzz 
in the streets of Mackinaw City is great to see. I am so pleased 
that our hospital in St. Ignace and the clinics of the Mackinac 
Straits Health System are “ buzzing too!”

Part of the buzz is that Coffman’s is now 
open with all help accounted for.
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My Dog Lucy
This virus is bad and sometimes I feel sad.
However, my dog is always at my side, which makes it better to be inside. 
She loves me being home because she is now never alone.
My dog's name is Lucy and she likes her steak juicy.
She is a little fat, and my uncle calls her a rat.
Chicken is her favorite food and it puts her in a good mood.
Her collar is pink with a heart and she is super, super smart.
She is nine years old and hates being in the cold.
She sometimes runs away but I love her anyway.
She just got a haircut, now she walks with a new strut.
She always sleeps on my bed and can’t help that she sheds.
I can never tell her no because she loves to go.
Lucy was easy to find but she is one of a kind.
By: Giada Lieghio

Fifth grade poets in Mackinaw
During the month of April, Poetry Month, Mrs. Mills encouraged her 5th 
grade students to read, write, and share poetry. Many participated! Some 
found poems they liked and recited them, recording them on video to share 
with Mrs. Mills. Several students spoke about some of their favorite poems. 
She shared blogs and websites with children’s poetry such as this website: 
www.poemfarm.amylv.com Others did some poetry writing of their own. 
Here are a few examples.

Mill Creek
Mill Creek is undoubtfully [sic] green. 
Trees reach up like a huge tent. 
Trails like snakes twist though the park. 
A river stretches calmly along. 
Nature surrounds everything. 
In the winter, everything is white and blue. 
In spring and summer, green and blue. 
In the fall, a rainbow. 
The sun peeks through in small spots. 
The whole place is beautiful.
By: Tyler Allaire

Drone in the Bay
Out of control
Too high to
Reach over
Trees is the
Last sight before 
Propellers snapped 
Vanishing going 
Down into
Ice water
By: Ben Groenewoud

New Scooter 
Blueberries, raspberries, and fruit off a tree, 
Spring is coming because a robin is here, 
So that means a New Scooter is coming,
A golden clamp and a cool pattern on the deck,
Triangular handle bars into flat T golden wheels, 
But nice and quiet because a flat road is up ahead.
By Wesley House 

Tyler Allaire

Giada and LucyBetter late than never
page 10May 17, 2020

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



New Scooter 
Blueberries, raspberries, and fruit off a tree, 
Spring is coming because a robin is here, 
So that means a New Scooter is coming,
A golden clamp and a cool pattern on the deck,
Triangular handle bars into flat T golden wheels, 
But nice and quiet because a flat road is up ahead.
By Wesley House 

Tyler Allaire

Glue?
This week my peering into a vernal pond disclosed an amazing creature 
the caddisfly. Like the mosquito, at this time of year the caddisfly is 
living life as a larva. In our pond the “log-cabin” caddisfly is inside a 
protective stack of pieces of grass and twigs, a stack they constructed 
from debris on the bottom of the pond and a stack they will lengthen as 
they grow. What is amazing about this log-cabin is that it is constructed 
underwater and held together with a type of glue or silk.

Inside that stack is a rather shocking looking critter. Its head, thorax 
and pairs of legs are protected by hardened chitin. But the majority of 
its body is pale, fleshy, and fragile. The pale part sports the fluffy white 
protrusions, gill like, that absorb oxygen for breathing. To protect its 
soft vital organs the caddisfly builds a house using a double-strand of 
chemical extruded from a gland under its chin. Piece by piece it picks up 
usable materials and glues them together with rubber band like strands. This is 
the only freshwater animal capable of creating underwater glue. Did you 
get the significance of that? The ONLY freshwater animal. 
Marine sea worms and corals can do it, but humans 
have not figured it out.

Dr. Russell Stewart, associate professor 
of bioengineering at the Univ. of 
Utah, talked about the potential 
of using synthetically produced 
caddisfly glue. “I picture it 
as sort of a wet Band-Aid, 
maybe used internally in 
surgery -- like using a 
piece of tape to close 
an incision as opposed 
to sutures,” he adds. 
“Gluing things together 
underwater is not easy. 
Have you ever tried to 
put a Band-Aid on in the 
shower?”

Eggs masses are laid in late summer above the water line, 
larvae hatch in autumn but stay attached to the mass until 
submersed by rising spring waters. Once independent 
they build their case with an opening on each end so 
they can undulate and push water through for oxygen 
absorption. In early summer they will pupate and hatch       
 into adults, almost all individuals simultaneously,   
  and mate over the summer. The larvae eat vegetative        
    detritus, thus cleaning up the leaf debris in the 
     pond and the adults eat nectar.

The rubber-band like glue of 
interest to medical science

Using pond debris, the case is ideally camouflaged. It is 
noticeable only when it moves. 

The size
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“Their adhesive is able to bond to a wide range of surfaces underwater: soft and hard, organic and inorganic. If we could 
copy this adhesive it would be useful on a wide range of tissue types.”

The glue the caddisfly weaves is elastic and stringy like silk. It can stretch to double its length and then slowly bounce 
back, unlike a quick rebound of a rubber band. This makes a pliable case for the larvae but also a pliable bandage for 
human organs.

Like silkworm moths, butterflies and spiders, caddisfly larvae spin their silk underwater instead of on dry land. Now, 
researchers have discovered that phosphates in the fly’s 
silk makes it sticky when wet and how that may make it 
valuable as an adhesive tape during surgery. “Phosphates 
are well-known adhesion promoters used in dental fixtures 
such as crowns or fillings,” says Stewart. “They are also 
in latex paints that are water-based, and the phosphates 
increase the adhesion of those paints. The paint industry 

discovered this fairly 
recently. Caddisflies 
have been doing this 
for at least 150 million 
years.”

Research on this glue 
is ongoing.

. The larvae is very sensitive to water quality and thus 
their presence is an indicator of clean water

Caddisfly egg mass

Adult Caddisfly
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25 YEARS AGO May 1995
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Strategic Planning
The village council hosted a 1-1/2 day strategic planning meeting for all regional government officials. Attending were 
representative of Wawatam, Mackinaw, and Carp Lake Townships, the library, school board, Planning Commission and 
public. It was clear that better governmental communication was wanted and resulted from the meeting. A facilitator led 
the group through the SWOT analysis that produced these lists:
Strengths & Opportunities – location, natural beauty, historic heritage, and small town atmosphere, chance to build year-
round jobs and growth, casinos, opportunity to create a land-use plan
Weaknesses & Threats – insufficient housing, insufficient water and sewer infrastructure, possible uncontrolled growth, 
unbalanced land acquisition, diminishing state grant funds, lack of planning, risk to integrity of community
It was decided to hold a meeting every other month just to keep open lines of communication.

As the last of the Marathon fuel tanks came down, the state informed Mackinaw City that the village should lead the 
planning for both the tank farm property and of the state dock. Initial thoughts were for a private marina on the north side 
of the state dock but such a marina would cost roughly $3 million for 100 slips. To pay for this would require private 
development. Preserving the lake view was a high priority. Perhaps a strip of commercial buildings down the center of 
the state dock would generate revenue and not block the view.

As the Shepler development moved forward, he was required to dispose of the cinders that had accumulated on the 
railroad yard. They were deemed a hazard to touch, but fortunately they did not leach pollutants. This imperative 
generated a land swap. The village wanted an easement across Lake St. so they could complete repaving the entire road 
and they wanted an alley behind the Central Ave. stores; Shepler wanted land west of I-75 adjoining Cadillac St. to put 
the cinders; the state wanted an easement for its Rails to Trails trail and trailhead. The village owned parcels wanted by 
the state and by Shepler’s. Shepler’s owned land wanted by the state and the village. A complicated 3-way swap could be 
arranged if the dollar value of the parcels worked out. An appraisal was ordered by Shepler.

The development of Burger King hit two snags. First, if the village gets its 20-foot alley then Burger King, and any other 
development along that edge of the Shepler property would have to move 20 feet to the south. That bumps into a state 
law limiting the splitting of platted parcels of land into no more than four sub-parcels. Splitting off the Burger King 
parcel was approved by the village council. Secondly, the 
elevation drop from Burger King to the Building Center 
could be a hazard and Burger King agreed to put a guard 
rail to warn cars and pedestrians of the hazard. [The guard 
rail never appeared.] The cost of the Nicolet widening 
and deceleration lane would be split between the village, 
paying $4,653 and Burger King paying $16,300.

The height of the cupola on the Hampton Inn on S. Huron 
exposed another problem with village ordinances. The 
ordinance in one section says nothing can be higher than 
45 feet above curb height. In another place it says that 
this excludes cupolas, antennas, and other decorative 
features that can be any height. The top of the cupola is 
49 feet above curb height. The cupola will remain and the 
ordinance will be fixed.

Bill Shepler once told me he paid $10,000 to move cinders and the 
following year they were deemed not to be a hazard and would not 
have required moving
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The recreation field was getting improvements through a state grant but maintaining the fields is costly. Currently both 
townships have been donating $2,000 per year and village 
staff asked the school to donate $2,500. The school board 
agreed to look at a 5-year donation plan but they hoped the 
money would go to improve drainage in the small field and 
the back field, both of which are wet in the spring and thus 
often too wet to host games.

The police department was holding an auction of bicycles 
that had been abandoned over the past years and had been 
accumulating in the basement. They were to be taken “as 
is.”

Ordinance changes were suggested in advance of a June 
public hearing. It was to be recommended that building 
height be limited to 40 feet including everything on top. 
Commercial development would now require 25% of 
the parcel for green space, upon which no cars could be 
parked. It would also require one evergreen tree for every 
1,000 square feet of green space. In anticipation of the 
Shepler development, a condominium ordinance would be 
created that specified setbacks and parking requirements. Private roads would not be allowed. Any road built on a private 
commercial property would have to be built to village specifications and then become a dedicated public street.

Village manager Lawson, in searching for new bathrooms for 1st and 2nd beach, found the ones currently being installed 
by the state to be ideal. The fiberglass units offer two ADA compliant stalls, have revolving vents to keep down the 
odor, are fiberglass on the inside so they can be hosed clean, and have wood on the exterior for aesthetics. Each unit 
costs $14,290 for purchase, delivery and installation. The council agreed to buy two, one for each beach. They should be 

installed by the second half of June.

With growing demand by overnight and 
group ferry boat customers and with the 
introduction of a new Arnold Line ferry 
the ”Straits Express”, the Arnold Line 
Dock needed an upgrade. Mike Frey, 
representing Arnold Line, presented the 
plans that included a 2-story ticket booth 
and information center, a shelter for cars 
and buses loading and unloading, new 
ADA bathrooms, more parking, and an 
improved entry off of S. Huron.

The Voyageur’s Jubilee’ opened. Straits 
Entertainment of Millersburg 
put on the dinner theater 
offering of local Mackinaw 
history performed by 
professional actors featuring 
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high-energy vignettes between food courses. The food was coordinated with the show, 
for example opening with trapper’s stew.

The sewage treatment plant was getting an energy audit and the lagoon aeration system 
used to cultivate bacteria to eat the sewage is a high energy consumer. Dave Cantin, 
sewage manager, was conducting tests to see if a better process would keep the ammonia 
emissions of the plant low.

Miscellaneous
• The village needed a new fire pumper to offset two old small pumpers and to handle 

the taller buildings being built in town.
• The Headlands ad hoc committee was contracting for a feasibility study of 

Headlands using $10,000 from Emmet County and $5,000 of from a private 
donation.

• The American Legion was celebrating the 50th anniversary of V.E. Day and two 
local members, Ford Martin and Bernie Sailier, were veterans from that day.

• The Memorial weekend Pageant was being modified to re-introduce the scalping 
scene and the dance.

• Soap Opera Fan Fare was returning with a bigger tent and more crowd control.
• The cost for a building a covered ice arena went “from the ridiculous to just barely out-of-reach” as a second plan was 

introduced.
• The winners of the Teen Fort Michilimackinac competition were Bridgette Pfeifflemann, Erin Wieferich, and 

Elizabeth Dutta.
• Lawton Smith received an award on the 40th anniversary of his founding the Michigan Driver and Safety Education 

Association, formed to assure qualified school driver education teachers.

McDonald’s ran a big ad in the paper. 
Fast Fred’s Drive-In also advertised, as 
did Ponderosa and Kenville’s Cafe. [Do 
you remember them in town?]

The Streetscape for Huron Ave. would 
cost property owners along the road 
$115 per linear foot. The largest 
property owner is the village with the 
marina, Village Hall, the state dock, 
street ends etc. The village would lease 
the state dock to Arnold Line and the 
streescape assessment increase would 
require an increase in the lease amount.

The bids to pave Lake St. from S. 
Huron to Nicolet arrived and the low 
bid was $57,847.

Jim Carman was running for village council. His platform 
centered on creating living-wage jobs. He was in favor of 
development at Headlands and an industrial park. He felt that 
if jobs were here, housing would follow.

Dave Cantin

Mackinaw’s baseball team with Ford Martin center back

Lawton Smith
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Seven Graduates of 2020:
Lauren Backus

Calysta Bell
Kyra Cryderman

Ariel Durant
Nolan LaLonde
Johnathon Russ
Brooke Whipkey

Seventeen Graduates of 1995:
Kristie Baker
Luke Bootz
Dolores Carmody
Frank Checks
Mike DeMasi
Angela Derhammer
Brad Desy
Allison Krueger
Kelly McGuinness

Kristi Moore
Mike O’Neil
Ryan O’Neil
Niels Reith
Patricia Sousa
Chris Tamlyn
Aaron Weeks
Johnathon Wrobel

Where are they now?
Photos MaryAnn Moore and others



Bridge - Three-fourths of U.S. physicians worked 
independently in 1983. That had fallen to 49 percent 
by 2012, according to the national Survey of America’s 
Physicians. By 2018, just 31 percent of U.S. physicians 
were independent. Hospitals and health groups have been 
buying them out. Indepepdent physicians struggle under 
increased government bureaucracy and computerized 
record keeping, leaving less time for patients. They also 
struggle to compete with the purchasing and marketing 
power of large health groups. Now Covid-19 has cut into 
their patient base. Eighty-four percent of independent 
physicians report their revenue has dropped more than 
40%. Concern is that northern lower Michigan and the 
U.P. maybe be hit harder than the big cities of the state.

Mackinaw Public School Juniors Among Top in Country
According to the College Board, our junior class scored in the TOP 2.5% on the PSAT Test among high school junior test 
takers in the country! As a result, several of our students have been invited to participate in the College Board National 
Recognition Program.

IMPORTANT DATES
MAY 22 - Last day of instruction for Seniors

JUNE 5 - Last day of instruction for grades K-11

The PTO is holding a pop can/bottle drive. Items can be dropped off in the vestibule of the high school at any time.

Independent Doctors Becoming Rare

Grocery Prices Up
Washington Post - Overall, U. S. consumers paid 2.6 percent more in April for groceries, the largest one-month jump 
since February 1974. Broken down, consumers paid 4.3 percent more for meats, poultry, fish and eggs, 1.5 percent more 
for fruits and vegetables, and 2.9 percent more for cereals and bakery products, the Labor Department said. The 
hike in cereal and bakery products was the steepest single-month increase on record, which goes back to 1919. 
The increase in food prices was in marked contrast to a broader decline in the value of a basket of goods that 
makes up the U.S. consumer price index, which fell 0.8 percent in April. 
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A chemist’s guide to disinfectants
by Craig A. Bettenhausen, May 1, 2020 I have taken this article from Chemical and Engineering News thinking it helpful.

Labels offer guidance on how to use disinfectants safely—for instance, in a ventilated area—and they explain which 
cleaning products shouldn’t be mixed with other chemicals; interactions you might not expect can create toxic gases or 
make the mixture stronger or weaker than anticipated.

Even the type of cloth you use when cleaning hard surfaces might alter how a disinfectant works. For instance, paper 
towels can deactivate some disinfectants. The fabric in wipes is specially formulated to be unreactive, so experts advise 
that you don’t try to make your own pre-moistened wipes. Instead, you should spray a liquid disinfectant onto the target 
surface, let it sit for at least the “contact” time listed on the label, and then wipe dry or let the liquid evaporate. 

To disinfect textiles like your clothes, running them through the laundry with detergent is the best choice. For your hands, 
soap is the best tool, and hand sanitizer is a good on-the-go alternative if you’re not near a sink. For fruits and vegetables, 
the US Department of Health and Human Services says to cut away any damaged or bruised areas, then rinse under 
running water without soap, bleach, or commercial produce washes. The agency recommends you don’t wash bagged 
produce marked “prewashed” or meat, poultry, or eggs.

SARS-CoV-2 is surrounded by a lipid membrane which a wide variety of disinfectants can disrupt, killing the virus. Few 
disinfectants have been rigorously tested against SARS-CoV-2 in the lab, but the EPA maintains a public database of 
products it recommends. Users can search this list by product name, active ingredient, and more. 
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2

The list below describes the chemicals used in disinfectants. Use this and read the labels on the products you can find. 
Especially note the wet contact time. Like hand washing it takes longer for these to work than you might think.

Alcohols (Ethanol, Isopropanol) 
 Works by disrupting the virus’s lipid envelope or by clumping or denaturing its proteins
 Wet contact time: 1- 5 minutes
 Ensure adequate ventilation and wear gloves
 Flammable, poison risk upon ingestion and can damage plastics and cause heady fumes
 Found in hand santizers and wipes
Reducers (L-lactic acid, Citric acid) 
 Works by denaturing a virus’s proteins, disrupts its lipid envelope and reduces critical viral components
 Wet contact time: 5 minutes
 Wear gloves
 Generally recognized as safe, though can irritate skin
 Found in disinfecting sprays
Oxidizers (Hydrogen peroxide, Bleach, Peracetic acid)
 Works by denaturing a virus’s proteins, disrupts lipids, and oxidizes sulfur bonds
 Wet contact time: bleach 1 minute, hydrogen peroxide 5 minutes, peracetic acid 2 - 5 minutes
 Ensure adequate ventilation and wear gloves
 Can irriate skin, mucus membranes, and airways and can damage clothing
 Found in wipes, sprays, concentrates
Quaternary ammonium salts
 Works by removing a virus’s lipid envelope, denaturing its proteins, and disrupting its enzymes
 Wet contact time: 10 minutes
 Deactivated by hard water and fabric, wear gloves
 Can irritate skin
 Found in wipes, sprays, concentates, antibacterial hand soap
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Michiganders Have Resumed Traveling
New York Times - “No state saw a larger drop in the share of people staying home last week than Michigan, even though 
its stay-at-home order remained in place. While half of the state’s residents stayed home on average during the preceding 
six weeks, that number declined by nearly 11 percentage points last week, as approximately one million people there 
started moving around again.” Gov. Whitmer responded to this news by saying, “That’s concerning, concerning because 
we know that you don’t see the impact of the decision until about two weeks and so right now, there are a lot of signs to 
feel positive about, but if this activity from the last week results in a spike, we’ll see it next week and we may have to take 
action or slow down, and that’s why it’s so critical that everyone continues to do their part.” Stay home.

New Deer Hunting Rules - Call for Comments
A new package of deer hunting regulations designed to simplify rules and remove barriers to participation was introduced 
to the Michigan Natural Resources Commission Thursday. The regulations, proposed for the 2020 deer hunting season, 
are scheduled for an NRC vote in June. You can read the recomendations at https://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/
DeerRegulations_689593_7.pdf?utm_campaign=2020+deer+regs+proposal&utm_medium=pr&utm_source=govdelivery

Hunters are encouraged to review the proposed regulations and share their feedback by email to NRC@Michigan.gov
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Contact Tracing
It has taken 45 days for “Stay Home” to change our lives forever. Formerly we had dozens of daily up-close contacts, just 
living our lives. Now we have maybe one or two distant, shielded contacts a week. The effect has been to greatly limit the 
spread and hence deaths associated with Covid-19. Now that we are all trained and will probably forever hold back, we 
can count, even name the contacts we have had in the past week. It is this 
knowledge that is the basis of contact tracing.

Contract tracing is when, under health department supervision, volunteers 
call every single person who had “close contact” with someone diagnosed 
with the disease. Those close contacts are quarantined, monitored, and 
assisted to stay home. If they turn up sick then their close contacts are 
contacted. That leaves the rest of society the freedom to move about. This 
works well when we each only contact a person or two a week, not so well 
if we contact hundreds each day.

What is a close contact? The CDC defines close contact as: Being in an 
enclosed area within 6 feet of an unmasked sick person for 10 minutes, or 
having direct contact with infectious secretions (e.g. being coughed on). 
Contact tracers try to collect the names and contact information for those 
in close contact over the past 48 hours.

Our health department, with fewer overall cases, has been using contract 
tracing for a few weeks. You might have seen an alert sent to Alpena 
residents this week “This is intended to make the public aware of locations 
that may have allowed for low risk exposure, therefore making individual 
identification difficult. Individuals who were present at the listed locations, 
at the designated times, have the potential for exposure:

• Auto Value in Oscoda Township, MI: May 2, 2020, late afternoon
• Walmart in Alpena, MI: May 4, 2020, 8:00 pm – Close.” 

This alert was combined with direct calls to individuals who were identified as having close contact.

On April 24th our health department reported, “[M]ore than 500 staff hours have been spent on contact tracing since 
March 29, 2020. This time and effort have resulted in 88 of 90 cases being traced back to their source of transmission. 
Epidemiological investigations divulge the following disease links: 1% domestic travel, 10% in-state travel to areas of 
high incidence, 71% long-term care settings, 16% community settings, 2% unknown.” The health department has to 
follow up on average with four close contacts for each ill person.”

National Association of County and City Health Officials recommends 30 contact tracers for every 100,000 people for 
the effort to be successful. In Michigan, that translates into just under 3,000 workers. The good news is that Michigan has 
identified a list of 3,500 people who have been trained in tracing and can start work when needed. To be a volunteer, some 
medical training is ideal, and each person must be trained on confidentiality and privacy, and pass a background check. 
You can take a free online course on contact tracing, even though it began a few days ago, at: https://www.coursera.org/
learn/covid-19-contact-tracing?edocomorp=covid-19-contact-tracing

To organize the volunteers, the state announced last weekend that it is hiring Rock Connections (a Detroit call 
center) to manage the volunteers and Deloitte to provide the technology, costing taxpayers $1 million. Should 
you get a call that you are a close contact, expect to quarantine at home for two weeks in case you, too, are 
carrying the virus. You shouldn’t even interact with your own family members. Tracers can provide special 
cleaning methods for bathrooms. 

Is The Call Legit? 
With so many COVID-19 scams popping up 
lately, it is hard to know what is legitimate and
what isn’t. If you get a call from a local health 
department, Answer It.
Legitimate questions asked include:
• Current health status
• Symptoms you may be experiencing
• Individuals you may have been in contact 

with
• Places you have been in recent days
• Other health related questions

Health Departments WILL NOT: 
• Offer medication for treatment or 

prevention of COVID-19
• Ask for Medicaid or other insurance 

information for billing purposes
• Request personal financial information 

such as a social security number or 
driver’s license number

page 20May 17, 2020

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



page 20 page 21May 17, 2020

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News
So Many Ventilators
AP - A while ago, President Trump promised 100,000 ventilators in 100 days. It seems his prediction is pretty close to 
correct. Assuming all the companies meet their deadlines, AP’s analysis shows the national stockpile should surpass 
100,000 new ventilators by mid-July. 

The Department of Health and Human Services will spend more than $2.9 billion for 198,890 ventilators by the end of 
2020, an average per-unit cost of $14,618. HHS is buying at least 13 different models of ventilators from 10 different 
companies, all with different capabilities, features and accessories. Is the price fair? AP analyzed the Zoll ventilators and 
found the price had gone up 50% from five months ago, but the models included more attachments. New York State paid 
$25,000 per ventilator that they bought from China. The U.S. is currently shipping ventilators to Russia and Mexico. 
Trump also announced that the U.S. is giving ventilators to Italy, France, Spain, and Nigeria.

Critical care ventilators are more than just air pumps. They are finely tuned machines with software that must be 
constantly adjusted by skilled medical workers to ensure that patients receive the right combination of oxygen level, 
pressure, breath volume, and breathing rate.



Covid-19 Makes Outdoor Attractions More Desirable
The Historical Society is adding more outdoor 
interpretation to its historic buildings at Heritage Village 
to encourage an outdoor interest in history. Darrows put up 
the new sign posts this week. The sign panels are still being 
manufactured.
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Smallest Share of Population Employed Since 1948
Washington Post - Not since the government began collecting official data in 1948 has a smaller share of the U.S. 
population been employed. Barely 51 percent of the population is employed. While the pandemic rages, companies are 
developing new ways to operate with fewer people, replacing the lost workers with machines that are impervious to illness. 
Robots will kill some jobs, often the lowest paying ones. A trio of economists at the University of Chicago concluded that 
“42 percent of recent layoffs will result in permanent job loss.” Most economists expect a sharp rebound in employment 
starting in the third quarter. But high unemployment is likely to persist for years. The nonpartisan Congressional Budget 
Office expects the unemployment rate at the end of next year to be 9.5 percent.
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Small Business Administration Loans

Unemployment Hits the Races Differently
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