
Events in Mackinaw City 

April 21 Easter Sunday
Bible Church

Easter Sunday 10 am breakfast and 11 am morning service. No evening service. Breakfast is open to all who desire to come 
at no cost, but if you plan to come please call 231-436-5112 for a reservation.

St. Anthony’s
Easter Sunday Mass at 10:00 am on April 21.

April 24 Wednesday
•	 Prohibition Hits 100 - Talk on the effects of prohibition in Northern Michigan, Emmet County Fairgrounds, 6pm
•	 Folk Musician Troy Graham, library, Workshop 6pm, Music 7pm
•	 Straits Wyldlife Club, Recreation Center, 6 pm

April 25 Thursday
•	 Yoga and Dinner at Headlands, 6 - 8 pm, $40. RSVP at 231-427-1001

May 1 Wednesday
•	 Colonial Michilimackinac opens, 9am, $
•	 Enbridge Open House, Little Bear East Arena St. Ignace, 6 - 8 pm - RSVP

May 2 Thursday
•	 Fort Mackinac opens, 9am, $
•	 Enbridge Open House, Library in Cheboygan, 6 - 8 pm - RSVP

May 3 Friday
•	 Mill Creek & Old Mackinac Point open, 9am, $

May 4 Saturday
•	 The Magical Color Fun Run, Registration at Trailhead Pavilion 9 am, Run Northwestern State Trail 10 am

May 6 Monday
•	 Leaf pick-up begins

May 8 Wednesday
•	 Chamber breakfast, St. Anthony’s, 7:30-10 am, $15, RSVP by May 4 at 231-436-5574

Friday RECORD COUNT 
Red-tailed hawks

7,218
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Troy Graham 

Singer - Musician - Poet 
Mackinaw Area Public Library - April 24, 2019 

 6:00 PM: Poetry Workshop! Be challenged to write a six-

word poem or bring your favorite poem to read in this relaxed, 

fun, 45-minute event. 

 7:00 PM: Concert! Troy will be joined by 

fellow musician Colton Ort for a rollicking 

musical show featuring old-time traditional 

blues, bluegrass, and Americana folk music.  
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PROHIBITION STARTED 
100 YEARS AGO

Wednesday April 24 at 6pm at the Community Center, Emmet County Fairgrounds
Free, open to everyone, light refreshments

Fascinating history of America’s 
trial of prohibition. The characters 
the dry environment created and 
how Cheboygan and Emmet County 
changed. Come hear these engaging 
speakers tell our story.

Phil Porter will tell about his family’s 
relation to the industry and the national 
trend that culminated in Michigan, 
followed shortly by the entire state, 
going dry.

Matt Friday will explain how Cheboygan 
and	its	characters	fit

Chris Struble will tell the 
Emmet County version of 
the story.

The Ranville’s, Danny and George, will tell about 
being brewers today and Bière de Mac Brew Works 
in Mackinaw City
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Enbridge Invites the Public
Enbridge announced open house sessions to meet the public. You must RSVP to attend. Link here.

Leaf Pick-Up
May 6th - May 17th

Leaves and Brush Only. Leaves must be in a pile at the curb. Sticks and brush must be piled neatly at the curb. 

Mixed leaves and twigs will not be picked up.

Annual Spring Clean-Up
Saturday, June 15,  8 am - noon

At the recycling center south of the school. Open only to residents of Mackinaw City, Wawatam and Mackinaw Township. 
Accepted will be carpet, wood up to 4’ in length, mattresses, broken furniture and mirrors, and anything else BUT

NO hazardous waste, paints, solvents, chemicals, tires, household and yard waste, motor oil or other liquids, or 
any materials banned by state law.
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Spring work begins

Old Mackinac Point getting ready for work
Decades ago the chimney repairs on Old Mackinac Point used the historically incorrect type of brick, a hard smooth brick 
that the State Historic Parks has always wanted to replace but had postponed for the more pressing brick repairs of last 
summer. While the National Restoration crew was working near the chimneys last summer they noticed structural issues. 
So with the long-standing desire to replace the inappropriate bricks and with experts on-site, MSHP decided now is the 
time to invest in the repairs. The chimneys will come down and be replaced.

Shepler’s getting the tents up

The harbor will easily 
be ready in time for the 
start of the ferry season. 
The start of limited runs:
April 19 Star Line
April 21 Shepler’s
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Re-Fresh with New Ideas
Guy Ohayon, owner of the Sweet Spot and Candy Market, is refreshing the 
Candy Market store by adding owner made ice cream and 
crepes	made	to	order	with	five	or	six	flavors.	Sweet	Spot	
is	open	on	weekends.	Candy	Market	will	open	the	first	
week in May.

Guy Ohayon The new crepe making station Typical spring repairs, changing light bulbs

More t-shirts expected downtown

Oops - garage door malfunction

Patching roads
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Village Hall News

EDC meeting
The EDC met and proceeded with Redevelopment Ready preparations required to acquire development grants from the 
State. Member Lana Jaggi indicated frustration with the slow process. Social media for the village was again discussed. 
The village could host a facebook page but a volunteer would be needed to upload information - there is not enough staff. 
The committee discussed the potential use of the Chamber and Visitor Bureau’s facebook pages to promote the village. 
There was a feeling that Mackinaw is still perceived as a parking lot for Mackinac Island. Does Mackinaw need a slogan? 
What happened to the slogan Living History, Making History?

Village Council Meeting
Village council met and approved more special events for this summer:
	 Zoo-de-Mac	bicycle	ride	finish	line	party	on	Crossings	Property,	May	17,	10	am	-	3	pm
 Owosso Tractor Parade 12th year, September 6, 9 am - 6 pm
 Woman’s Club Plant Sale 4th year, library, May 18-19, 3 pm - 6 pm
 Legion Open to the Public Times - Memorial Day, Car Show, 4th of July, Mustang Car Show, Water Warriors,   
  Corvette Show, Labor Day Weekend, Bridge Walk, Beer and Wine Festival, Semi-Truck Show.
 Star Line luggage tent will be installed from April 19 to October 31.

The Owosso Tractor Parade asked for help reducing their village costs for the parade. Last year it cost them $890 for police 
help,	$2,223	for	DPW	help,	and	$141	for	fire	department	help.	The	village	suggested	one	way	to	reduce	these	costs	is	to	
eliminate the portion of the event that circles through downtown. By eliminating that portion, they could save $2,510.

Department	reports	were	accepted.	The	police	report	continues	to	show	an	increase	in	public	roadway	traffic	crashes	and	
civil complaints. The icy weather was given as the cause for road crashes.

The water department had to deal with two power outages over the last month, causing the use of the village generators 
at the DuJaunay lift station, water tower, main pumping station, and the Shores of Mackinaw lift station. Ground water 
infiltration	of	sewer	lines	was	very	high	this	month,	in	part	because	this	winter’s	heavy	snowfall	has	left	the	ground	water	
table	high.	The	crew	continues	to	look	for	leakage	spots,	which	occur	from	tree	infiltration,	aging	of	pipes,	broken	house	
clean-outs, and other damage. Some leakages have been isolated but can’t be repaired until the frost is out of the ground. 
The water department continues to replace water meters and are about 70-80% complete. They are also busy turning on the 
150-250	water	shut-offs	that	occur	every	fall.	Leon	LaHaie	completed	training	on	water	line	back	flow	equipment.

Repairs to the marina’s docks will begin soon. Both weather and Shepler’s ice break-up caused some damage. The marina 
has a waiting list for the use of slips for the summer.

The WODA (Dexel) building at 115 N. Huron Ave, owned by Terry 
Davis and his wife, sprang a water line leak, using 300,000 gallons 
of water this winter. Once realized, the water was shut off and repairs 
begun. Terry, who was out-of-town all winter, requested a reduction 
in his $5,401 bill and an extension on the due date to pay this bill to 
avoid the $540 penalty. He failed to appear at the council meeting. His 
insurance company paid the full amount of the bill except the late fee. 
Council voted to not reduce his bill. They voted to require that he pay the 
late penalty.

A	lawsuit	over	water	and	sewer	rates	has	been	filed	in	53rd	circuit	court	
by the Visitor’s Bureau and a long list of motels and some restaurants.

Repairs have begun inside 115 N. Huron Ave.
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Can’t Find It?
Visitors	have	trouble	finding	the	Chamber	of	Commerce	Office	and	the	MDOT	Welcome	Center,	but	we	should	be	happy	to	
know	that	they	will	have	no	trouble	finding	our	trash	this	spring.	The	bright	green	is	very	visible.

Starting	Monday,	April	22,	the	DEQ	is	officially	
EGLE. The new agency also takes on the former 
Michigan Agency for Energy.

No More DEQ
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No More DEQ

Mackinaw History
Water Level Gauge
Mackinaw City has always utilized water as a transportation 
link. The earliest founders realized the value of monitoring and 
recording the lake level. In 1749 the French government sent a map 
maker to record the terrain around their fort in Mackinaw City. He 
noted that this rock, at the base of McGulpin Point, was used as 
their gauge of the lake level. 

Complete, precise records date back to May 12, 1899. On that date 
E. E. Haskell recorded the water level of 530 feet off-shore of the 
railroad	ferry	dock,	where	the	Icebreaker	sits	now.	His	scientific	
instrument consisted of a board painted in gradations and nailed to 
a post. The zero in this board was roughly 50 feet below the recent 
average lake level of 580. 

Ice	build-up	around	the	gauge	made	accurate	readings	difficult	in	
the	winter;	wave	actions	complicated	readings	in	the	summer.	In	1901,	L.C.	Sabin	set	out	five	benchmarks	in	the	vicinity	of	
the	official	gauge	and	by	1903	readings	were	being	taken	from	a	float	gauge	which	was	apparently	constructed	from	a	bottle	
and a staff inside a 4-inch pipe. This basic principle of gauge construction is still used.

Also in 1903 W.J. Graves set another staff “in a more sheltered position.” His gauge was of unusual construction. A board 
was mounted and a cleat marked the location at which a glass tube was held. The glass 
tube reduced wave action giving a more accurate summer reading.

In 1905 the graduated board was replaced with a spike driven into the face of the 
dock. Spike A, as it was called, was used as the base lake indicator until 1928. It was 
supplemented with Spike B, which had been driven in 1909 to be used as a winter gauge. 
It served until 1931.

Since these gauges were mounted on railroad 
property, railroad personnel reported the level 
readings. During the period from 1909 until 1931 the 
person doing the readings was not conscientious and 
the reports are of questionable validity.

Besides relying on railroad personnel, these gauges 
also suffered from being mounted on foundations 
which were slowly settling into the lake bottom. In 
1917 temporary repairs were made to the foundation 
under the gauge house and in 1920 a totally new 
foundation was built. Even this was not adequate and 
in 1931 the gauge was moved to its current location on the State Dock. Here 
the gauge was read by a state-trained employee and was mounted in a well 
over a foundation planted on bedrock. Although it appears to have settled 
about an inch in the early years, the dock has been stable since 1939. In 
2008, the building was modernized and computerized. Now the gauge is read 
automatically and the results posted for the public.

The 1931 gauge house

The 2008 transformation of the 
building is now computerized

R.J., my husband, with the rock. He died a year ago this week

page 10 page 11April 21, 2019

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



The Painful Task of Weeding Books
By Jolene Michaels, Director and Tanya Procknow, Youth Librarian, Mackinaw Area Public Library

There was an alarming story in the news recently about a large public library system in Indiana purging books. As many as 
ten thousand per week in 2018, if the newspaper report is accurate. This is an amazing number by all accounts. While our 
library would never dream of clearing the shelves in such an seemingly cavalier manner, a careful and thoughtful weeding 
process must happen if we are to keep collections up-to-date and useful. This can be painful and distressing for those of us 
who love and appreciate books. However, sentimental feelings have to be put aside when it comes to weeding, because the 
sad truth is there is no “unlimited library.” Each library weeds a bit differently according to their space and the needs of 
the community. There are several basic guidelines that we look at when considering a book for weeding. 

•	 Age of the book. How long ago was it published? Is it still relevant? Is there a newer edition? 
•	 When was the last time the book was checked out? Has it been sitting idle on the shelf for ten years? 
•	 What is the book’s condition?

When a book is chosen for discard, most are given a second chance at our library’s perpetual book sale in the back room. 
When a book has been in the sale for a long time, it is usually sent to recycling. Many books get sent to Little Free 
Libraries, the local food pantry and the local jail. We send clearly outdated books (e.g.., Windows XP for Dummies) 
directly to the recycling center. The things that go directly to recycling are encyclopedias, Reader’s Digest Condensed 
Books, 5-year or older medical and self-help books. VHS tapes go into the trash. They can’t be recycled and they don’t 
sell.

When you look at all of the books you have and will never re-read, the music cd’s you don’t listen to anymore 
or	the	DVD	movies	you	haven’t	watched	in	five	years,	please	consider	donating	them	to	our	library.	If	they	
are in good shape and relevant, they may end up on the library shelves. If not they will go to one of the places 
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Tanya Procknow, Youth Librarian at 
Mackinaw Area Public Library, who just 
tackled	the	overfilled	shelves	in	her	own	
home library offers this advice for updating 
your personal collection:

1. Get rid of the old, yellow 
paperback from 1998. Are you really going 
to read it again? 

2. Has something spilled on them 
or did the dog really like them? Then 
recycle them. 

3. Did your grandma give it to 
you? Does it have another special meaning 
or purpose? Keep it (even if it’s an old 
yellow paperback).

4. Do you use it? (Cook books and 
travel guides are examples) If so keep it.

5. Is it offered at the local library 
either in electronic or print form? It’s your 
choice whether to get rid of the item or not; 
but we would love to show you everything 
that the library offers. Come on in.

Two 8th graders from Traverse City plan 
to paddleboard across the Straits on 
Saturday the 27th
The two girls will be wearing dry suits, 
accompanied by two safety boats, an EMT, and 
their families as they represent Stand Up For the 
Great Lakes. They have been practicing in Grand 
Traverse Bay all winter.

Getting ready
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Traci Rogala is working on a modern desk

Logan Smith’s liquor cabinet is made of walnut, maple and purple heartwood

Elena Alexander is making a headboard and footboard

Woodworkers Getting Ready for Competition

Teacher Scott Mills next to a middle school student’s project

Regional will be in Lake City on May 3rd
State will be in Bellaire May 9th

This report is by MaryAnn Moore (thank you)
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Hawk Watch counter Kevin Georg invites visitors to watch the birds circle 
above the Hawk Watch site behind the Recreation Center on W. Central Ave. 
He counts from 11 am to 4 pm on every day of good migration weather until 
June 5. Follow the hawk counts at www.hawkcount.org and the waterbird 
count at https://dunkadoo.org/explore/mackinac-straits-raptor-watch/msrw-
waterbirds-2019-spring
The	waterbird	count	is	finally	starting	to	ramp	up	with	Red-breasted	
Mergansers being common.

Most Common Birds Overhead This Week
    Season total
Red-tailed Hawk  16,866
Turkey Vulture     3,521
Sharp-shinned Hawk       750
Rough-legged Hawk       184
Bald Eagle        293

Frank, the affectionate name the Mackinac Bridge 
Authority staff have given to a resident peregrine 
falcon, was tagged at the International Bridge 
in 2015. He nested at the MBA last year with an 
untagged female and they raised four chicks. The 
mother got hit by a car late in the fall and was taken 
to Wings of Wonder, but didn’t recover. Frank has 
met another untagged female this year and they have 
been getting the nest box ready for a new family. 
MBA has two nest boxes on the bridge, but have 
only had one occupied at a time. The boxes were 
placed so bridge security cameras can take photos of 
the birds, but the shots in this article were taken by 
hand. Frank, on the cable, was photographed by a 
bridge consultant who was a little intimidated as he 
was walking up the cable.

Frank, the Mackinac Bridge Peregrine Falcon

A peregrine falcon is the 
fastest land animal and can 
dive up to 240 mph, taking 
a mere 2 seconds to go from 
the top of the bridge to the 
water. When it pulls out of the 
dive it feels the force of 25g. 
(Cheetahs are the fastest land 
mammal, not animal, at 70 
mph.)
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The peregrine falcon has a special 
transparent eye lid that flicks over to 
protect the eye during a dive, plus an extra eye 
watering duct to keep its eye lubricated.

At its top speed the falcon would have trouble 
breathing except that its nostril has a special 
device that slows down the air.
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Mom and dad
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One of last year’s chicks

Virginia Dept. of Game
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Paper or plastic?
You still get this question once and a while, ponder it for a moment, and then make a hasty uninformed decision. Here is 
the	current	scientific	thinking	on	the	choice	from	the	New	York	Times.

Sooo … 
Your answer should depend on whether you think it is worse to generate 1,000-year trash that blows 
about and rains down as micro-plastic or create global warming and use up water. It matters vastly 
more what you put in the bag than the type of bag you use. One pound of beef has 25 times the global 
environmental impact as one plastic bag. 

Plastic creates litter, 
sometimes	fluttering	about,	
and	will	sit	in	a	landfill	for	
1,000 years.

Paper takes a lot of 
processing which 
causes global 
warming.

Reusable bags are made of 
harmful materials too.
. 
You must reuse a cotton 
bag 131 times to have the 
equivalent effect of one 
cheap plastic bag. 

You must reuse a reusable 
plastic bag 4 to 11 times 
to be equivalent to one 
cheap plastic bag.
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The United States is not settled densely and has a good supply of fresh water
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