
   Events in Mackinaw City 
Concerts at Conkling Heritage Park in July and August on Tuesdays, Saturdays, and select Fridays at 8 pm
Friday Night Fireworks, view from Conkling Heritage Park, at dusk, thru Labor Day Weekend
Governor’s Residence Tour Mackinac Island, every Wednesday 9:30 - 11:30 am

August 24 Saturday
Corvette Show, Mackinaw Crossings Parking Lot, 9 am - 5 pm, parade 7 pm

August 23-25 Friday - Sunday
Arts and Craft Show, Conkling Heritage Park, Saturday 10 am - 7 pm, Sunday 10 am - 3 pm

August 30 Friday
Last fireworks

August 31
Water is Life Festival, Conkling Heritage Park, 11 am - 6 pm

September 2 Monday

Labor Day Bridge Walk
September 6 - 7 Friday - Saturday
Tractor Bridge Crossing
Beer and Wine Fest

September 8 Sunday
Softball Tournament, by school

September 14 Saturday
Truck Parade of Lights, downtown Mackinaw City, dusk

Summer time buddies, Conner and Wes, and their RipSticks
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Corvette Crossroads Auto Show
Saturday, August 24, Crossings Parking Lot, 9 am - 5 pm, parade 7 pm

Celebrate 30 years at the Crossroads!

An American automotive classic, the Corvette, is cause for celebration in 
Mackinaw City at the 30th Annual Corvette Crossroads Auto Show. Join 
this #MeetMackinaw showcase event the weekend of August 24th, just 
before Labor Day Weekend.

Friday night Corvettes of various vintages arrive, 
cruise, and prepare for Saturday's festivities. The award 
presentation begins at 3pm. The Corvette procession 
will cross the Mackinac Bridge at 7pm. All Corvettes 
in town are welcome to cross the Mackinac Bridge- 
there is a nominal fee for non-show registered ‘Vettes 
to participate in the parade. Line up for the parade will 
be at 6 pm in the Mackinaw Crossings lot. This is an 
event you won’t want to miss! On Saturday, hundreds 
of Corvettes go on display at the Mackinaw Crossings 
Mall parking lot from 10-2. Winners are selected from 
several categories by “People’s Choice”- this is not 
intended to be an intensely competitive event, rather a 
fun gathering for enthusiasts.

Non-owners come and look, talk to the owners and 
vote.

page 2August 18, 2019

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



page 2 page 3August 18, 2019

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



Land vacation to Morthlands map

Village Hall News
Village council met and passed 
a resolution to vacate land to the 
Morthlands while also clearing up 
title on a portion of the corner of 
Lakeside Dr. and DuJauney. 

The council approved the Lions’ 
annual request to charge for 
parking in various lots around 
town during Labor Day.

A portion of the council meeting 
was held in closed session to 
discuss the litigation on water 
rates brought by the Visitors 
Bureau and to discuss the 
Hiser case. Trustee Lieghio 
excused himself from the former 
discussion.

Mike Fornes, during the public 
comment period, again this year 
asked that council eliminate the 
geese from Conkling Heritage 
Park noting that they are unsightly 
and unhealthy. He also asked 
that the leaks in the windows in 
the bell tower be fixed and that 
does not mean putting a bucket 
under the leak to collect the water. 
Expensive acoustic equipment is 
housed in the building. He also 
asked that the council apply for a 
DNR grant for portable seating.

Trek the Mighty Mac, a St. Ignace 
event for September 21 was 
approved by council. The ATVs 
will leave Darrow’s gravel pit to 
travel across the bridge at 11 am.

The Mackinaw Rendezvous and 
Trade Fair at Conkling Heritage 
Park submitted a request to use 
the park for the entire week of 
July 27 - August 3rd next year. The battle on S. Huron will be August 1st at 
2 pm. The looting of E. Central Ave. will be July 31 at 3 pm. This use would 
overlap and possibly conflict with the long tradition of Tuesday night Music 
in Mackinaw and Saturday night musical shows. Mike Fornes, chairman of 
Music in Mackinaw, complained about the first come first served principal used page 4August 18, 2019
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to allocate the park. He pointed out that Music in 
Mackinaw has run programs for 37 years at the park, 
putting on 28 shows a year. Council has already 
booked a wedding on one of their upcoming 2020 
concert nights. This rendezvous would overlap 
two of their programming nights. He felt Music in 
Mackinaw should be given preference in reserving 
nights. He felt it unwise to create a scramble to 
reserve the park for years in advance, asking 
rhetorically how far in advance should Music in 
Mackinaw reserve, 1 year, 2 years, more? Meghan 
Michalak, speaking for the Rendezvous, said they 
would like to work with Music in Mackinaw and the 
Arts Council to create a bigger night for all. Council 
approved the event. Following up on the discussion, 
Sister Chris, asked why the council was hosting 
weddings in competition with private wedding sites.

Water and sewer
The village will receive a loan to pay for water projects including a new water tower and upgrades to the water mains. The 
sewer loan application was turned down. Council will need to consider how to deal with sewer upgrades. The new well by 
the school, now called well #5, is ready, in service, and online, being approved by EGLE. (new name of DEQ)

Marina
Chris West, marina manager, submitted this report. “The marina has had a very busy summer after the cold and windy 
weather departed in late June. Diesel has been selling well and I have had many positive comments about the upgrades 
and improvements implemented over the past few years. Online reviews have been very positive with a 4.5 out of 5 rating 
on Google, Tripadvisor and Facebook. We have been nearly full since the first part of July and seasonal slips are up from 
43 full seasonal and 12 half seasonal in 2018 to 55 full seasonal and 1 half seasonal in 2019. The new patio is completed 
and a gas fireplace installed and getting a lot of use by the boaters.” Revenues from ice sales, laundry, and parking are 
down. Chris said a very cold June cut into ice sales. Also yacht racers did not come in large numbers to Mackinaw this 
year cutting into ice and laundry sales. 

Rendezvous activity on and near performance shell
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Notice that property taxes only account for a bit over half of the village income

Audit of Village

The annual audit was presented by Trina Edwards of Dennis, Gartland, and Niergarth. The village was given a “clear of 
unmodified opinion” which is the best rating.

The main audit data summary says: “The assets of the Village’s governmental activities exceeded its liabilities at the close 
of the most recent fiscal year by $6,163,268 (net position). Of this amount, $1,219,541 (unrestricted net position) may be 
used to meet the Village’s ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.

The Village’s total net position increased by $433,895 primarily due to significant capital asset purchases in the current 
fiscal year that were capitalized as assets and will be depreciated over their useful lives. The Village repaid approximately 
$386,000 of long term debt during the current fiscal year. At the end of the current fiscal year, the unassigned fund balance 
for the General Fund was $999,372 or 54% of fiscal 2019 total General Fund expenditures and transfers.” This later means 
the village has enough in its savings account to cover a little over half a year’s expenses.

Net position is a measure to compare over the years to see if the village’s financial health is getting better or worse. 
Mackinaw’s increased over the past year, a sign of investing and savings. Additionally, the village has “enterprise” funds, 
i.e. funds for business-like activities of the village. These include the water, sewer and marina. These are businesses in the 
sense that money invested in them generates revenues back to pay for the assets. Your water bill pays for the water plant, 
for example. These three services have a net position of $8,772,643. This balance has given these three segments enough 
financial strength to borrow for major upgrades to facilities - like a new water tower and water mains.

The improvement in fiscal health is attributed to a reduction of general spending for public works and police employees. 
If you recall, both the Dept. of Public Works and Police went through periods where they could not find replacement 
employees. That helped keep the total spent on wages down.

The only two concerns are first, the long-standing issue of not having enough eyes on the financial trail. The village does 
not have enough employees to separate financial tasks. Trina did 
suggest that someone other than the treasurer be the first to open the 
bank statements. That is about all a 2-person office can do to separate 
tasks. The other item is the MERS retirement fund. The village is 
underfunded by $328,395 which the state considers a low number. 
Nonetheless reducing it further should be a goal.
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Another special find at Colonial Michilimackinac
MACKINAW CITY, MICH – A ring fragment with a bust was discovered in House E of the Southeast Rowhouse at the 
archaeological dig at Colonial Michilimackinac this past Saturday, August 10.
 
“The ring was brass with a circular brass bezel, 7/16” in diameter,” said Dr. Lynn Evans, curator of archaeology for 
Mackinac State Historic Parks. “The bust was of an unknown person and unknown material, raised, and likely originally 
covered by a clear glass set. It was found near a support post under the floor of the house near the hearth.
 
“A circular clear glass set with a bust was found on the opposite side of the house in 2014,” Evans added. “It was a 
different figure and was an intaglio, a relief carving, rather than a raised figure.”
 
House E was first occupied by Charles Henri Desjardins de Rupallay de Gonneville, and later by an as-yet-unidentified 
English trader. This find continues an amazing streak of discoveries from the past few years in the root cellar, including 
ceramic vessels, tin-glazed earthenware, creamware plates, Chinese export porcelain, a mostly intact knife, and the handle 
of a sword, all uncovered during the 2018 season, as well as a large ceramic sherd, a silver trade brooch, a door hinge, a 
large piece of feather creamware and a serpent sideplate from a British trade gun already found in 2019.

The face is in profile and looking off to the right and a bit to the back
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The only park in Michigan where you can 
stroll, swim under the Mackinac Bridge

MLive Posted Aug 14, 2019 by Tanda Gmiter

Do you know where this park is that was featured in MLive this week? The lead-in to the story says,

“MACKINAW CITY, MI - There’s only one park in the state where you can dip your toes into Lake Michigan and Lake 
Huron at the same time, and even float on the currents while looking up at the underside of the engineering marvel that is 
the Mackinac Bridge.

Michilimackinac State Park, tucked up against the Mackinac [sic] City side of Michigan’s most famous bridge, is truly a 
unique spot when you look at all the things it offers.”

The article goes on to celebrate the Mackinac State Historic Parks.
https://www.mlive.com/news/2019/08/the-only-park-in-michigan-where-you-can-stroll-swim-under-the-mackinac-bridge.
html
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Visas critical to Mackinaw’s economy
Getting sufficient numbers of employees has been a challenge for local 
businesses, and not just this summer. Fortunately, two visa programs offer 
the opportunity to employ foreign workers during the busy summer. While 
I was interviewing Tony and Anna Lieghio the conversation drifted onto 
visa-enabled employees.

The Lieghios have enough employees this year, although it is hard to get 
housekeepers and desk staff that show up consistently. They hire roughly 
1,000 workers, from housekeepers, to carpenters, managers, to waitresses. 
Roughly 60% of them are Americans, and most of those from Mackinaw 
City or nearby communities. The remaining 40% come from around the 
world on visas. 

The two types of visas that permit foreign workers are H-2B and J-1. 
H-2B visas are for non-agricultural, non-immigrant foreign workers filling 
temporary seasonal jobs. There is an annual cap on how many workers 
can come to the U.S. on this program, so it is critical for the employer 
to apply early. There are two work periods for the United States and our 
period of need in Mackinaw City is the summer work period, which 
begins April 1st and ends November 5th. There is a cap of 33,000 workers 
in the entire country for this visa for that time period. Employer requests must be made starting on January 1st, and those 

approved are usually made within minutes after it turns January 1st. This 
year the government received more than 85,000 applications by 12:11 am on 
January 1 and stopped accepting any more. The 33,000 slots were distributed 
by a pseudo lottery system. It was clear that a worker shortage could damage 
the national economy, so an additional 30,000 spots were opened on May 
8 for H-2B workers who had worked in the U.S. in previous summers. 
Unfortunately, by the time they arrived, it was late in June and too late for 
many employers. 

For an employer, the process of getting any of the H-2B workers is 
complicated. First, the employer must attempt to fill the jobs with U.S. 
workers by advertising in the newspaper and having proof that they were 
unsuccessful. Next, they must arrange their work schedules so that visa 
employees are only needed from April 1 to November 5. Each employee 
hired is hired to do a specific job. They cannot be switched, for example, from 
housekeeping to laundry or to desk if they were hired as a housekeeper. These 
employees cannot be managed as flexibly as non-visa workers. It takes careful 
planning to productively employ these workers as early as April 1st. The 
employer must pay for transportation to and from the employee’s home in the 
foreign country. Most of Lieghio’s foreign workers (and those on Mackinac 
Island) come on the H-2B visa. Some have come as many as 21 years in 
a row. Many U.S. employers prefer Jamaican workers because they speak 
English and because transportation to and from Jamaica is cheaper 
than it is to and from other countries. U.S. employers pay for 
each worker’s visa, their transportation, subsistence and provide 
housing at a minimal rental rate of $11.29 per day including 

From Columbia

From Israel
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utilities. Although housing rental is only collected for seven months a year, 
it must cover utilities, property taxes, insurance, and maintenance year-
round. H-2B are only allowed to have two persons to a room and have one 
full bathroom for every two persons. 

The J-1 workers are students who can only work for two and half to four 
months (depending on country of origin) or less, but generally come in 
mid-June and leave by Labor Day to go back to school (many choose 
to leave early to travel before returning home). This program allows 
workers to teach, study, conduct research, or receive on the job training. In 
Mackinaw’s case, they come to learn about the hospitality industry. They 
can be switched from one task to another because it is a cultural exchange 
program with an emphasis on learning. The students pay their own way 
here and pay an independent sponsor. The cost of travel can be up to 
$3,000. The employer does not pay to bring them, nor do they receive 
any money from the workers. J-1 workers also pay rent of $11.29 per day. 
That rent, although only paid for a few months, must cover the cost of the 
rental unit for a year. Thus the rent is equivalent to $1.86 per day annually 
for rent, utilities, maintenance, insurance, and property taxes. Because 
of these costs, these students come from relatively wealthy families in 
their home countries and are sometimes not accustomed to menial work. 
They can only come one or two times in their lives as J-1’s and they often 
don’t speak English. They are a welcome addition to the summer staff 
during the busiest months of the year according to Anna Lieghio, but 
are not professional housekeepers or desk clerks as are the H-2Bs. 
Most are very hard working, though, and are eager to learn. Soon, 
our J-1workers will be headed back home so be sure to talk to a few 
of them to learn their story. It is amazing how well the entire world is 
represented in Mackinaw’s businesses each summer. 

The availability of the stump dump is 
a great service for all of us.  Abuse 
like this jeopardizes that access. 
Wooden products are NOT allowed.

From Georgia (the country)

DO NOT
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The Piers of the Mackinac Bridge

The Mackinac Bridge sits on 33 piers in the water, 18 on our south side and 15 on the north side. There are more piers on land on 
both the north and south side, but I did not research them. The six water piers in the middle are unique. 

At the left above is an anchor pier, one of the pair that holds the tension on the bridge cables; they keep the cables taut. These 
are big and massive, 180,000 tons each, to counteract the weight of the suspension portion of the bridge and the cars and trucks 
passing over it. Like all of the piers, it sits on bedrock but it is unique in having a huge horizontal pressure pulling on it, 30,000 
tons. The thick overburden surrounding its bottoms helps keep it from skidding inward across the bedrock.

Next are the cable-bent piers where the gracefully curving portion of the cable ends. The cable rests on this pier. All of the 
weight of the bridge is transferred to a direct pull on the very straight, taut end of the cable going into the anchor.

Lastly, are the piers that support the towers. Pressure on them comes from the weight of the towers and the cables draped 
over them plus the vehicles on the bridge. These piers and towers support the cables and thus hold up the roadbed.

When patrolling the Mackinac Bridge in the boat with bridge employee Roger Ryder a few weeks ago, I was awed by the 
massive concrete at water level that dominated my view. The lacy steel work that we all recognize and admire seemed far 
away and hidden up in the fog. I decided to learn more about the concrete piers in the water that support the bridge.

The entire bridge weighs about a million tons and 90% of the weight is in reinforced concrete consisting of the piers 
and anchor blocks that support the delicate steel. It is the massive concrete that protects the bridge from the ravages of 
weather: the ice floes, the freezing and thawing, and the wind pressure. When questioned whether he could design a bridge 
that could withstand the local weather, Dr. David B. Steinman responded, “engineering is the application of natural laws 
for the mastery of natural force.” Yes, he could. His bridge starts, at the bottom, with a concrete base sitting on bedrock. 
So why do the concrete piers look like they do and how were they made?

The Pier Styles

Piers are designed with three factors in mind: 1) depth of the water, 2) depth and condition of the overburden (the dirt 
sitting on the bedrock), and 3) magnitude of the load. Steinman had to consider the cheapest way to satisfy all three by 
shuffling the size, shape and placement of the entire set of piers. 
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A tower pier

We can’t see the main body of the piers, they are under water. What we see are the slender 
projections of the piers, trimmed down substantially from the true pier size to minimize the 
impact of ice, waves, and wind. Because the ice in the Straits can build to three feet deep and 
because the lake level can vary by up to six feet, this trimming occurs at eight feet below the 
low lake level. For example, the piers supporting the towers are 116 feet in diameter but the 
two legs we see are only 38 feet in diameter. A side benefit of this trimming is that it saved $7 
million in concrete costs. 

These trimmed legs are wrapped in wrought-iron, from 8 feet below the water to 10 feet above, 
to deflect the abrasion of ice floes. Ice in the Straits can exert 115,000 pounds of pressure per 
lineal foot on a flat surface at the water line but only 65,000 pounds on circular surfaces, so the 
piers coming out of the water are round even if they are rectangular under water. Four feet of 
ice was used for pressure analysis in the pier calculations.

In the diagram below I tried to summarize all of 
the pertinent data to figure out the differences 
in the appearance of the piers on our side of 
the bridge. Number 1 pier, the starting point 
for counting the piers going north, is inside the 
State Historic Parks gift shop, behind a wall. The first six piers are built on 
rectangular cofferdams, sheet pile pounded on location in shallow water. 
But then the water and the overburden start to get deep. The next ten piers 
are round cofferdams and they are spaced further apart as the water and 
the overburden get deeper. Round is more expensive than rectangular but 
these round piers shed the force of the current better. The anchor pier and 
cable-bent are rectangular under water because the pressures against them 
are directional. More pressure comes from east and west than north and 
south, so round is not needed and resources would be wasted. Finally the 
piers under the towers are round, caissons were built in Alpena and floated 
into location. They are placed at the edge of the old, deep river bed now 
long buried under rising water levels. The very deep water is spanned by 
the suspension portion of the bridge.
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Google earth view of a rectangular cable-bent pier 
sprouting two circular legs up out of the water
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A tower pier

From shore we can not see what was done under the water, nor can we judge 
the spacing of the piers, but we can see that the first ten piers differ from the 
next six. The first ten have two legs, the last six have 
only one leg. Why? Unfortunately, David Steinman did 
not leave the detailed reasoning behind every decision. 
So I asked executive director of the Mackinac Bridge, 
Kim Nowack. First, she explained the single leg pier, 
with a top called a hammerhead, provides less ice 
resistance than the dual legs, thus it is preferable. Ice 
can jam and build between the two legs creating extra 
stress. The pier heads on the hammerhead piers are 
14 to 16 feet in height. Most of the piers using the 
dual leg design only have 15 or so feet clearance from 
the water to the top of the pier cap. The hammerhead 
would not fit. Also remember that Steinman was very 
interested in the aesthetics of the bridge. He could 
have used the hammerhead for pier 8, there was 
enough space, but not for pier 10, so Kim speculates 
that he choose to continue the dual piers all the way 
through pier 10 and then switch to the hammerheads 
on pier 11 continuing to the anchor pier, making the 
overall appearance more aesthetically pleasing.

Pier 5 Pier 10

The first 10 piers have the dual legs

Pier 8

5 ft. tall

There are six hammerhead piers on each side of the 
bridge. A steel frame sits on the pier shaft. It was 
enclosed in a box and the concrete was poured around 
the steel to make this strong support..

14 to 16 ft. tall
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The dark splotches on the 
wings and the gold and 
brown striped body separate 
deer flies from their bigger 
brothers, horse flies
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Life Cycle of Deer Fly

macroscopicsolutions.com

Out west they have been found to carry tularemiapage 12 page 13August 18, 2019
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When it gets hot and sunny, deer flies attack
They are big; they are persistent; they inflict a painful bite, and they 
arrive just when the mosquitoes, ticks, and black flies subside. Deer 
flies are the blood suckers of mid to late summer that specialize in 
attacking your head and upper body. They breed in wet areas and seem 
to swarm in localized areas.

Attack! What draws them?
•  During sunny days with light wind
•  Man, cattle and horses, mammals that move
•  CO2, the breath you exhale
•  Darker colors (maybe)

What can you do?
Bug spray helps, Staying in deep shade 
helps. Wear a light colored hat. Keep your 
skin covered. (Staying inside is a sure 
preventative.)

Some suggest, and some sell, a sticky tape 
you put on your hat. When the flies attack 
they get stuck in the sticky stuff, like 
Tanglefoot.

They seem to swarm in regional areas 
maybe 100 feet in diameter. Move on and 
perhaps you will move out of the attack 
zone.

Like black 
flies, deer flies use their 
knife-like mouth parts to 

slice open skin, creating a pool 
of blood that they lap up. To keep 
the blood flowing they release an 
anti-coagulant which may cause 
an allergic reaction and swelling 

that may last a few days.



Tech Warning - Give out telephone number advisedly
The New York Times just published an article about the risks of sharing your phone number. One of their reporters gave 
his phone number to a mobile security firm, Fyde, to see what they could learn from it. What they learned was:

• name
• birth date
• address, home square footage, cost of the property and taxes paid
• past addresses from the last decade
• full names of family members

Why should your phone number be protected? A hacker could try to reset a password on one of your account using the 
information to answer security questions such as “What is your mother’s name?” or “Which address did you live at?” They 
could trick your phone carrier into issuing a new SIM card, thus giving control of your phone to the hacker. Or simply use 
the phone number for phishing or robo calls.  And more - like extorting your relatives.

In fact, “If you want to give out your number, you are taking additional risk that you might not be aware of,” said Sinan 
Eren, chief executive of Fyde. “Because of collisions in names due to the massive number of people online today, a phone 
number is a stronger identifier.”

Sometimes your phone number identification is a good thing. If it is to be used as the second of two-factor 
verification for access to bank accounts it might be worth sharing. The conclusion of the article is be wary of 
giving out your phone number, whether at the grocery store, pharmacy, or anywhere.

NYT August 15, 2019 by Brian Chen
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How long do you sleep?
This article noted that sleeping long hours does not mean someone is lazy. Einstein slept 10 hours a day if he wanted to be 
at his best.
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