
   Events in Mackinaw City 
•	 Concerts	at	Conkling	Heritage	Park	in	July	and	August	on	Tuesdays,	Saturdays,	

and	select	Fridays	at	8	pm
•	 Friday	Night	Fireworks,	view	from	Conkling	Heritage	Park,	at	dusk,	thru	Labor	

Day	Weekend
•	 Governor’s	Residence	Tour	Mackinac	Island,	every	Wednesday	9:30	

-	11:30	am

August 6 Tuesday
•	 Women’s	Club	Antique	Show	&	Sale,	school,	10	am	-	4	pm,	$
•	 Drawing	Class	by	Arts	Council,	Pellston	airport,	6	-	8:30	pm,	$	
•	 Class	on	Reiki,	Recreation	Center,	5	-	6:30	pm,	free

August 7 -12
•	 Ironworkers	Festival	behind	the	school

August 8 Thursday
•	 Children’s	Free	Art	Workshop,	pavilion	behind	school,	10	am	-	

noon
•	 Driftwood	Class	by	Arts	Council,	6:30	-	9	pm	$

August 9 Friday
•	 Smokey	Bear’s	75th	birthday,	Straits	State	Park,	1	-	3	pm

August 10 - 11 Saturday, Sunday
•	 Gardens	and	Good	Things	to	Eat	at	Colonial	Michilimackinac,	
			9	am	-	7	pm

August 11 Sunday
•	 Mighty	Mac	Swim

“We had an exciting find this morning (July 30),” said Dr. Lynn Evans, Curator of 
Archaeology for Mackinac State Historic Parks. “A serpent sideplate from a British 
trade gun in the west wall of the root cellar. It is 4.75” long.”

All three cross pieces on the south tower of the bridge have 
now been painted. The work has moved to the east tower 
leg. The traffic slowed considerably near the work because 
of gawkers in front of me.

page	1August 4, 2019

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



The	7th	Moon	in	the	Chinese	Calendar	occurred	at	11:13	pm	on	Wednesday,	July	31st	
making	it	the	second	New	Moon	in	one	calendar	month.	The	second	New	Moon	is	sometimes	
referred	to	as	the	“Black	Moon”,	which	means	its	waxing	crescent	can	easily	be	imagined	
as	the	Lavender	Moon.	Add	the	falling	stars	and	tales	of	romance	to	this	rare	and	wonderful	
occurrence,	and	you	have	a	season	rife	with	opportunity	for	exceptional	stargazing	and	sacred	
ceremony.

Herewith,	a	list	of	upcoming	events	with	Star	Lore	Historian	Mary	Stewart	Adams,	
coordinated	with	all	of	this	in	mind	(and	you’re	invited	to	all	of	it!):

1.	Sunday,	August	4	Stargazing	by	the	Light	of	the	Lavender	Crescent	Moon	at	Lavender	Hill	
Farm,	Petoskey,	8	pm
2.	Wednesday,	August	7,	4-5	pm	Star	Stories	of	the	Summer	hosted	by	the	Anthroposphical	
Society	in	America
3.	Wednesday,	August	7	at	Negwegon	State	Park,	Stargazing	by	the	Light	of	the	Lavender	
Moon,	8	pm
4.	The	Seventh	Night	of	the	Seventh	Moon	cruise	on	Thursday,	August	
8	with	the	Thunder	Bay	Marine	Sanctuary	in	Alpena,	aboard	the	Lady	
Michigan	
5.	At	9	pm	on	Saturday,	August	10	at	the	Sleeping	Bear	Dunes	Summer	
Star	Party	
6.	Perseid	Meteor	Moon	Shower	Party	at	White	Hall	Library,	Monday,	
August	12
7.	Wednesday,	August	14	we	cruise	with	Shepler’s	out	under	the	waxing	
gibbous	Moon	as	Sun	sets	in	conjunction	with	Venus,	goddess	of	love	
and	beauty
8.	Full	Moon	of	the	sacred	feminine	occurs	Thursday,	August	15,	
and	we’ll	cruise	with	Shepler’s	again,	west	into	the	sunset	over	Lake	
Michigan	while	the	Moon	rises	in	the	east	over	Lake	Huron,	and	the	
Mackinac	Bridge	stands	elegantly	draped	in	her	evening	sky	robes	
speckled	with	stars!
9.	Summer	Lovin’	Milky	Way	Cruise	with	Drummond	Island	Tall	Ship	aboard	the	Huron	Jewel,	August	28-30
10.	The	last	New	Moon	of	the	summer	season	will	find	us	cruising	the	Straits	with	Shepler’s	Ferry	Service,	August	30	
11.	August	31	Mary	Stewart	Adams	joins	the	folks	at	Sleeping	Bear	Dunes	for	their	monthly	Star	Party

And	you	can	hear	Mary’s	“Storyteller’s	Night	Sky”	segment	every	Monday	morning	at	6:48	and	8:48	am	on	Interlochen	
Public	Radio	or	follow	her	on	facebook.

P
au

lJ
os

ep
h 

N
ew

m
an

From a Shepler’s cruise

Mary Steward Adams at Lavender Hill

Enjoy Mary Stewart Adams and the Night Sky

Historical Society Raffle Winners
1st	prize	of	$3,000	-	Eric	Emmerick	of	Wheaton,	IL
2nd	prize	of	$1,000	-	King	Krueger	of	Graham,	North	Carolina
3rd	prize	of	$300	-	Joann	Leal	of	Mackinaw	City
4th	prize	of	$200	-	Greg	Harwick	of	Mackinaw	City
5th	prize	of	$100	-	Rob	and	Judy	Most	of	Mackinaw	City
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Women’s Club 50th Annual Antique Show
Tuesday,	August	6,	school,	10	am	-	4	pm

This	year,	2019,	is	the	occasion	of	the	Women’s	Club’s	50th	Annual	Antique	Show.	The	date	of	the	show	is	Tuesday,	
August	6th,	open	from	10	am	until	4	pm	at	the	Mackinaw	Public	Schools.

1969	was	a	memorable	year	–	On	July	20th,	one	of	man’s	crowning	
achievements	occurred	when	American	Astronaut	Neil	Armstrong	became	
the	first	human	to	set	foot	on	the	moon	and	uttered	the	immortal	words	
“That’s	one	small	step	for	man,	one	giant	leap	for	mankind”.	The	second	
manned	moon	mission,	Apollo	12,	successfully	landed	on	the	moon	
on	November	14th	of	that	year.	From	August	15th	to	18th	Woodstock	
attracted	more	than	350,000	rock-n-roll	fans;	on	January	30th	The	Beatles	
gave	their	final	live	performance	on	the	roof	of	the	Apple	Building	in	
London,	England	and	the	release	of	their	album	Abbey	Road	on	September	
26th	was	their	final	album	recorded	together;	Golda	Meir	of	Milwaukee,	
WI	became	Prime	Minister	of	Israel;	the	Public	Broadcasting	Service	
(PBS)	was	established;	Richard	Nixon	became	President	of	the	U.S.;	Wal-
Mart	Stores	became	incorporated	and	the	Boeing	747	Jumbo	Jet	made	its	
debut.

This	50th	year,	the	Woman’s	Club	will	celebrate	this	special	anniversary	
by	hosting	fifteen	dealers	from	throughout	the	Midwest	plus	a	booth	
offering	antiques	donated	exclusively	by	members	of	the	Woman’s	Club,	
with	all	proceeds	from	their	booth	going	to	the	club.	
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Children’s Art Workshop
Thursday,	August	8,	pavilion	behind	school,	free	

Foam	Windsocks	–	in	this	workshop,	children	will	create	colorful	and	whimsical	windsocks	using	foam	sheets	and	ribbon	
that	can	be	hung	out	of	doors	to	catch	the	wind	or	in	doors	to	brighten	up	a	room.

Each	piece	of	art	will	be	displayed	as	part	of	the	exhibit	at	the	MCAAC	Winterfest	Art	Show	in	January	2020.
The	workshops	are	free	to	all	ages	and	no	registration	is	required.	First	come	first	served	with	a	20-person	limit.	Children	
should	bring	a	snack	and	wear	clothes	to	get	creative	in.	For	any	questions,	contact	Aliana	at	alianalee.art@gmail.com.
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Who is Johnny Appleseed?
Monday,	August	12,	Heritage	Village	Chapel,	7	pm,	free

Johnny	Appleseed,	like	Paul	Bunyan,	Pecos	Bill,	and	perhaps	even	John	Henry,	is	an	
integral	part	of	the	folklore	of	a	pioneer	culture.	The	legend	of	Johnny	Appleseed	is	
based	on	the	life	of	John	Chapman	(1774	–1845).	He	was	pictured	as	a	missionary	
of	Christianity	and	carried	a	bible	under	a	tin	pan	hat,	presumably	to	keep	it	from	
disintegrating	in	the	weather.	In	his	presentation,	Dr.	John	M.	Dwyer,	will	expand	on	
both	the	life	and	the	legend	to	help	us	understand	why	he	is	such	an	intriguing	part	
of	American	folklore.

Dr.	Dwyer,	mathematician,	statistician,	computer	scientist,	taught	at	the	University	
of	Detroit	and	the	University	of	Detroit	Mercy	from	1969	to	2014	when	he	retired.		
From	1979	to	1983	he	was	a	panelist	on	the	“ask	the	Professor”	radio	show.

Get a Taste of Michigan on this Walking Food Tour 
History	or	food?	Which	do	you	like	more?	A	new	local	business	is	serving	up	generous	helpings	of	both	on	its	new	
historical	walking	food	tours	of	downtown	Petoskey,	Charlevoix,	and	soon	to	be	Traverse	City.	

Michigan	Food	Tours	opened	in	June,	and	will	be	offering	tours	Thursday	through	Sunday	from	now	through	the	end	
of	August,	and	Friday	through	Sunday	in	the	fall.	Tours	run	three	hours	long,	and	feature	local	guides	telling	guests	
interesting	stories	about	downtown	buildings	and	parks,	and	taking	them	to	six	local	eateries	and	shops	where	
they	sample	favorite	menu	items.	Tour	guests	can	expect	to	walk	about	1.4	miles	during	the	course	of	the	three	
hour	tour,	with	frequent	stops	along	the	way.

Details	will	be	finalized	soon.	more	details	about	each	tour,	visit	the	website:	www.MichiganFoodTours.com.	
Book	your	tour	online,	or	call	231-487-2369

Free talk on Reiki relaxation
Tuesday,	August	6,	5	-	6:30	pm,	Recreation	Center

As	part	of	the	arrangement	for	the	new	commercial	
business	in	the	Recreation	Center,	Strait	to	the	Roots,	
the	business	must	provide	a	free,	monthly	recreation	
opportunity	for	residents	of	Mackinaw	City.	The	
advertising	board	outside	their	door	is	announcing	a	free	
talk	on	Reiki.	According	to	Reiki’s	web	site,	“Reiki	is	a	
Japanese	technique	for	stress	reduction	and	relaxation	
that	also	promotes	healing.	It	is	administered	by	‘laying	
on	hands’	and	is	based	on	the	idea	that	an	unseen	‘life	
force	energy’	flows	through	us	and	is	what	causes	us	to	
be	alive.	If	one’s	“life	force	energy”	is	low,	then	we	are	
more	likely	to	get	sick	or	feel	stress,	and	if	it	is	high,	we	
are	more	capable	of	being	happy	and	healthy.”
Check	their	facebook	page	or	call	231-420-3239
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Gardens and Good Things to Eat at Colonial Michilimackinac
Saturday,	Sunday,	August	10	-	11,	included	with	regular	admission

Everyone	loves	a	good	meal,	including	the	historic	residents	of	Michilimackinac!	Join	the	interpretive	staff	at	Colonial	
Michilimackinac	to	tour	and	help	maintain	the	fort’s	5,500-plus	square	feet	of	gardens,	assist	with	running	the	outdoor	
bread	oven	(and	taste	the	results!),	watch	meals	cooked	over	an	open	fire,	and	learn	more	about	the	unique	food	cultures	
of	Michilimackinac’s	French,	British,	and	Native	American	residents.

						The	weekend	schedule	at	Colonial	Michilimackinac:
		9:00	a.m.	–	Colonial	Michilimackinac	Open
10:00	a.m.	–	Musket	Firing	Demonstration
10:30	a.m.	–	Chocolate	at	the	Commanding	Officer’s	House
11:00	a.m.	–	Artillery	Firing	Demonstration
11:30	a.m.	–	“The	Pleasures	of	the	Table:”	A	French-Canadian	Dinner	at	the	Merchant’s	House
12:30	p.m.	–	Gardens	of	Michilimackinac	Tour
		1:30	p.m.	–	A	Taste	of	the	18th	Century:	Samples	and	Snacks
		2:30	p.m.	–	Design	a	Formal	Garden	Activity	at	the	Commanding	Officer’s	Garden
		3:00	p.m.	–	Musket	Firing	Demonstration	and	Soldiers’	Diet	Tour
		4:00	p.m.	–	Tea	at	the	British	Trader’s	House
		5:00	p.m.	–	Gardens	of	Michilimackinac	Tour
		6:00	p.m.	–	Artillery	Firing	Demonstration
		6:30	p.m.	–	Musket	Firing	Demonstration
		7:00	p.m.	–	Colonial	Michilimackinac	Closed	for	the	Evening

Colonial	Michilimackinac	will	be	open	9	am	–	7	pm	during	the	
event.	

“For these events, we’ll be 
doing things that are truly 
special that guests wouldn’t 
be able to see otherwise,” 
said Craig Wilson, Mackinac 
State Historic Parks Curator 
of History. “Even if someone 
has visited in the past, there is 
always something new to see 
or do.”						
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Mighty Mac Swim
Sunday,	August	11,	near	Colonial	Michilimackinac

Jim	Dreyer,	organizer	of	Mighty	Mac	Swim,	explained	their	event.

During	the	49th	Bridge	Walk	Jim	ran	across	the	bridge	with	then	governor	Jennifer	Granholm,	and	during	the	run	they	
bantered	about	doing	something	special	for	the	50th	anniversary.	At	the	end	of	the	run	Granholm	announced	a	50th	
anniversary	swim	under	the	Bridge	simultaneous	with	the	Bridge	Walk.	And	so	it	began.	Jim	expected	the	next	swim	to	be	
50	years	later	but	momentum	was	building	and	there	has	been	a	swim	in	2015	and	then	in	2016.	

Because	Bridge	Walk	weekend	is	so	hectic,	the	swim	will	continue	this	year	and	in	future	years	on	the	2nd	Sunday	of	
August.	This	internationally	sanctioned	event	will	attract	400	swimmers	and	will	conclude	in	St.	Ignace.

The	swimmers	will	start	at	the	Star	Line	ferry	dock	with	a	cruise	to	the	waters	off	of	Mackinaw	City	by	the	fort.	They	will	
jump	off	the	ferry	and	swim	ashore	for	the	start	of	the	race.	They	will	cross	the	timing	machine	and	then	swim	north,	four	
miles,	exiting	near	the	Bridge	causeway	and	then	onto	Bridge	View	Park	to	reunite	with	family.

It	was	explained	that	swimming	south	to	north	minimized	one	of	the	big	concerns	for	the	swim,	crossing	the	shipping	
lane.	Dreyer	indicated	that	it	would	take	22	minutes	less	time	to	swim	north	than	to	swim	south.	He	did	not	explain	why.	
The	event	will	gross	$150,000,	cost	$50,000,	and	the	rest	will	go	to	charity.

Safety	will	be	a	top	concern	with	attention	going	to	wind,	currents,	and	total	cancellation	during	any	
thunderstorm.	Twelve	boats	will	accompany	the	swimmers,	nine	as	safety	boats,	a	Star	Line	ferry	capable	of	
removing	all	400	swimmers	simultaneously	if	necessary,	a	mobile	relay	boat,	and	a	boat	to	accompany	veterans	
who	will	be	swimming	in	front.	Swimmers	who	fall	behind	a	pre-set	schedule	at	four	check	points	will	be	
picked	up	by	one	of	the	boats.

Celebrate Smokey Bear’s 75th birthday
Friday,	August	9,	1	-	3	pm,	Straits	State	Park

Smokey	Bear’s	75-year	legacy	of	promoting	safe,	responsible	enjoyment	
of	the	nation's	forests	will	be	celebrated	by	the	Michigan	Department	of	
Natural	Resources,	the	U.S.	Forest	Service,	the	Bureau	of	Indian	Affairs	
and	other	partners	Friday,	Aug.	9,	at	the	Straits	of	Mackinac.

Fire	prevention	staff	will	be	joined	by	Smokey	Bear	for	a	family-friendly	
birthday	party	from	1	to	3	p.m.	at	Straits	State	Park	in	St.	Ignace.	The	
party	will	feature	a	fire	truck	open	house,	wildland	fire	equipment	on	
display,	fire-prevention	games,	refreshments	and	a	chance	to	meet	Smokey	
Bear.

“For	75	years,	Smokey	Bear	has	gently	reminded	us	that	it’s	easy	to	take	
simple	actions	that	go	a	long	way	toward	protecting	the	places	we	love,”	
said	Debbie	Begalle,	state	forester	and	chief	of	the	DNR	Forest	Resources	
Division.
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Village Hall News
The	Ordinance	Committee	met	to	suggest	refinements	to	the	Code	Enforcement	Policy.	The	goal	of	the	policy	is	to	run	the	
Office	of	Zoning	Administration	fairly	as	a	team,	to	stress	consistency	and	legality.	The	committee	discussed	the	“matrix	
management”	system	being	created	and	the	possibility	that	the	code	enforcement	officer	would	be	caught	between	the	
directives	of	two	bosses.	Matrix	management	is	when	a	person,	in	our	case	a	police	officer,	would	be	assigned	to	a	specific	
project,	code	enforcement,	outside	of	the	home	department,	the	police	department.	If	interpretations	of	the	law	differ;	if	the	
zoning	administrators	sees	a	situation	one	way	and	the	police	chief	sees	it	another,	how	is	the	difference	to	be	resolved?	
After	much	discussion	it	was	decided	that	adding	the	village	attorney	to	the	Office	of	Zoning	Administration	would	solve	the	
problem	by	introducing	a	third	opinion	that	would	also	define	the	reasons	for	a	ruling.	The	team	approach	should	make	the	
process	of	enforcement	more	consistent	and	backed	by	legal	advice	should	a	case	go	to	court.	Village	council	approved	the	
code	enforcement	policy	with	the	improvements	suggested	by	the	ordinance	committee.	

Planning	Commission	met	and	passed	a	clarification	of	the	Shepler’s	parking	lot	plan	on	Cadillac	Street	recognizing	that	the	
rocks	on	the	periphery	of	parts	of	the	parking	lot	are	acceptable.	Also,	the	Planning	Commission	discussed	the	Hike	and	Bike	
Plan	and	the	desirability	of	rolling	it	into	the	Recreation	Plan	and	possibly	also	tying	it	to	the	Recreation	Center.	The	Planning	
Commission	intends	to	take	an	extended	look	at	their	goals	for	hiking	and	biking.

Planning	Commission	also	went	over	the	steps	needed	to	incorporate	the	village	as	a	city.	The	clarity	of	the	document	was	
commended.	This	document	was	produced	simply	to	bring	everyone	in	the	village	up	to	the	same	level	of	understanding.	
What	is	clear	is	that	the	process	would	take	a	lot	of	work	by	village	staff	
and	cost	an	unknown	amount	of	money.	Potentially	the	benefits	could	
outweigh	the	costs.	That	is	a	decision	for	council	to	make.	So	Planning	
voted	to	pass	this	report	along	to	council	for	their	information.	Council	
agreed	to	digest	the	report,	which	can	be	found	in	this	week’s	council	
packet,	and	discuss	it	later	in	the	winter.

Village	council	got	an	update	on	two	court	cases	involving	the	village.	
The	first,	Hiser	vs.	the	Village	concerns	a	building	permit	issued	to	
Edward	and	Cathy	Paquet	for	a	3-car	garage	east	of	the	Hiser	property	
at	800	Lakeside.	Was	the	permit	properly	issued?	This	case	has	gone	to	
circuit	court,	Michigan	Court	of	Appeals,	back	to	Mackinaw	City	for	
clarification,	and	back	to	the	circuit	court.	The	judge’s	ruling	is	pending.	
The	second	was	brought	by	the	Visitor’s	Bureau.	Depositions	have	not	
yet	been	taken.

T-Mobile	rents	space	on	the	water	tower	for	their	transmission	
equipment.	They	plan	to	upgrade	their	equipment	and	thus	their	rent	will	
be	increased	to	$2,938	starting	in	November	and	shall	increase	3%	each	
subsequent	year.	The	amendment	to	their	lease	was	approved.

Council	approved	the	following	special	events:
•	 Water	is	Life	Festival	-	a	festival	that	this	year	will	include	more	

vendors	with	a	food	truck	on	a	trial	basis,	food	vendor,	and	t-shirt	
sales	on	August	31	from	11	am	-	6	pm

•	 A	motorcycle	rally	of	International	Firefighters	will	be	held	at	the	
Starline	Boat	Docks	next	to	the	Hamilton	Inn	on	Sept.	9th	from	9	
am	to	12	pm	with	music

•	 A	wedding	will	be	held	at	Conkling	Park	on	July	11,	2020
•	 A	fence	to	surround	the	Big	Foot	wooden	carving	outside	Mystery	

Town	to	keep	people	from	climbing	on	the	carving.	This	is	an	extension	and	it	was	questioned	why	it	is	
required	annually.

The sidewalk artist left this uplifting message
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Oden hatchery will raise and release Arctic grayling

DNR	press	release	-	
Michigan	is	one	step	closer	
to	bringing	Arctic	grayling	
back	to	state	waters.	The	
ultraviolet	water	disinfection	
system	at	Oden	State	Fish	
Hatchery	in	Emmet	County	
has	been	installed,	meaning	
the	facility	is	ready	to	
welcome	juvenile	Arctic	
grayling.	

“With	the	completion	of	
this	project,	we	can	protect	
the	fish	populations	in	the	
inland	waterway	–	the	series	
of	rivers	and	inland	lakes	that	the	rearing	water	flows	into	–	from	any	pathogens	that	may	inadvertently	arrive	
with	these	fish,”	said	Ed	Eisch,	the	DNR’s	fish	production	manager.	The	UV	system	is	critical	for	the	long-
term	process	of	cultivating	Michigan’s	Arctic	grayling	broodstock	(mature	fish	used	for	breeding),	a	goal	of	the	
Michigan	Arctic	Grayling	Initiative.	

This	project	was	generously	supported	through	grants	and	private	donations.	More	than	$350,000	was	raised	
to	upgrade	Oden’s	isolated	rearing	
facility,	including	engineering	and	
construction	costs.	.	.	.

The	Arctic	grayling	will	arrive	at	
Oden	State	Fish	Hatchery	in	early	
August.	These	fish	were	collected	as	
eggs	in	Alaska	in	May	and	have	been	
housed	at	Michigan	State	University	
since	their	arrival	in	the	state.	This	
is	the	first	in	a	series	of	three	year	
classes	of	fish	that	will	make	up	the	
founding	broodstock	for	the	Arctic	
grayling	effort.

The	juvenile	fish	will	be	reared	in	
isolation	at	Oden	and,	once	cleared	
by	fish	health	testing,	transferred	to	
Marquette	State	Fish	Hatchery	to	
continue	maturing.	

Learn	more	about	the	initiative	at	
MiGrayling.org	or	contact	Ed	Eisch,	
231-922-6056	or	Elyse	Walter,	517-
284-5839.
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Arctic Grayling are blue, have a dramatic dorsal fin, and jump out of the water

Road Construction Begins this Week
Road	work	on	Wilderness	Park	Dr.	from	1st	beach	east	to	
Headlands	Rd,	and	then	Headlands	Rd.	north.	to	Central	Ave.	
begins	this	week.
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Wisconsin Indian Tribe could stop oil passing under Straits
A	Wisconsin	band	of	Chippewa	Indians,	the	Bad	River	Band,	has	filed	a	suit	against	Enbridge	in	District	Court.	Twelve	
miles	of	Enbridge	Line	5	cross	the	tribe’s	reservation	with	numerous	separate	easements.	The	lawsuit	says	15	easements	
expired	on	June	2,	2013.”	The	Band	holds	40%	and	90%	ownership	in	11	of	the	15	parcels.	In	those	same	easements,	
Enbridge	expressly	promised	that	the	company	would	“remove	all	materials,	equipment	and	associated	installations	
within	six	months	of	termination,	and	…	restore	the	land	to	its	prior	condition.”	Rather	than	doing	so,	or	seeking	the	
Band’s	consent	to	a	renewal	of	the	easements	prior	to	their	expiration,	Enbridge	has	continued	to	operate	the	pipeline	as	
if	it	has	an	indefinite	entitlement	to	do	so.	This	constitutes	an	unlawful	possession	of	the	subject	lands,	and	an	intentional,	
ongoing	trespass	upon	them.”	The	tribe	is	concerned	for	their	wetlands,	“recognized	by	international	treaty	as	among	the	
most	sensitive	freshwater	estuarine	ecosystems	on	Earth.”	The	Bad	River	is	meandering	closer	and	closer	to	the	pipeline,	
moving	13	feet	a	year,	threatening	the	pipe’s	integrity	since	the	river	is	currently	only	28	feet	from	the	pipe.

The	tribe	wants	the	court	to,	among	other	things,	“Enter	an	order	enjoining	Defendants	from	further	use	of	Line	5	for	
the	transmission	of	crude	oil	and	natural	gas	liquids	across	the	Reservation;”	If	this	order	is	upheld	no	oil	would	be	
transmitted	under	the	Straits	and	propane	users	in	the	western	U.P.	will	be	left	without	pipeline	supplied	propane.

The	lawsuit	can	be	read	at:	https://www.wpr.org/sites/default/
files/7-23-19_lawsuit.pdf

The Bad River Band reservation with the pipeline marked as it crosses 
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Tony and Anna Lieghio around 1970

Joseph Lieghio, with Tony in front, used this bike to ride 55 miles 
to Naples to buy sea salt after WWII and bring it back to his 
mountain village and sell it for a profit. He would load as much 
salt as he could carry and ride the single speed bike through the 
mountains.

Tony and Anna’s wedding

The	Lieghio	family	plays	a	major	role	in	Mackinaw’s	motel	
industry.	I	wanted	to	learn	the	history	of	this	development	so	I	
interviewed	Anna	and	Tony	Lieghio	(with	some	help	from	their	
sons	Joe	and	Enzo).

Both	Tony	and	Anna	were	born	in	Italy	and	they	married	in	
Italy,	but	the	story	is	far	more	complicated.	Tony’s	parents	and	
grand-parents,	responding	to	the	economic	and	political	forces	
of	the	first	half	of	the	20th	century,	moved	from	country	to	
country.	They	were	residents	of	the	world	who	finally	landed	in	
Mackinaw	City.

The	first	roots	in	Michigan	started	with	Tony’s	maternal	
grandparents,	Anthony	and	Sue	Nardone.	Sue	was	born	and	
raised	in	England,	Anthony	in	Italy.	They	married	in	Italy,	but	
with	Sue’s	perfect	command	of	English	and	the	grinding	poverty	
in	Italy,	they	joined	the	throngs	of	more	than	four	

The Lieghio’s Story
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The Lieghio family in 1974 - Joe, Tony, Anna, and Enzo

million	Italians	who	immigrated	to	the	
U.S.	They	landed	in	Detroit	where	most	
Italian	men	found	work	laying	tile	and	
brick.	In	Detroit	they	had	two	children,	
Palma	in	1913	and	Alfredo	in	1914.	Both	
Palma	and	Alfredo	were	automatically	
U.S.	citizens.	In	1915	Italy	entered	WWI	
on	the	side	of	the	allies.	The	Nardones	
returned	to	Italy	where	Anthony	served	
as	a	solider	and	was	captured	and	held	
as	a	German	prisoner	of	war	for	two	
years.	Two	more	children	were	born	in	
Italy,	Isabella,	Tony’s	mom,	in	1915,	and	
Enrico	in	1923.	

Tony’s	mom,	Isabella,	grew	up	on	a	farm	
in	Italy,	met	Joseph	Lieghio,	married	and	
had	Tony,	their	only	child,	in	1938	in	a	
town	called	Casalattico,	half	way	between	
Rome	and	Naples.	Although	Tony	was	
an	only	child	he	had	relatives;	the	family	
had	close	ties	with	Isabella’s	brothers	
and	sister.	With	growing	war	tensions	in	Europe,	the	two	
American	citizens,	Tony’s	Aunt	Palma	and	Uncle	Alfredo	
moved	to	Detroit.	For	those	left	behind	in	Italy	making	a	
living	was	difficult	and	the	news	from	Detroit	was	that	jobs	
were	available.	Tony’s	parents	were	determined	to	get	to	the	
United	States.	To	improve	his	chances,	Tony’s	dad	moved	to	
Lima,	Peru,	thinking	that	being	an	applicant	for	entry	to	the	
U.S.	from	Peru	would	be	more	successful	than	from	Italy.	
Tony	was	13	when	he	and	his	mother	followed	to	Peru	two	
years	later.	Tony	proceeded	through	8th	grade	in	the	Spanish	
speaking	Peruvian	schools.	In	1951	his	father,	with	Palma’s	
sponsorship,	managed	to	move	to	Detroit.	Tony	and	his	
mom	followed	in	1953.	His	dad	joined	the	Italian	workers	
specializing	in	laying	tile	and	bricks.

Tony,	still	
a	teenager,	
spent	two	
years	in	
a	special	
Detroit	school	
to	learn	
English,	then	
graduated	
high	school	in	
1958.	He	aspired	to	be	a	mechanical	engineer	so	signed	up	for	
night	classes,	but	more	practically	he	worked	in	a	grocery	store	
planning	to	learn	the	business	so	he	could	start	his	own	store.	
He	and	his	parents	saved	money.	
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Then	the	future	opened	with	a	vacation	to	Mackinaw	
City	by	his	Uncle	Alfredo.	By	this	time	both	I-75	and	the	
Mackinac	Bridge	had	brought	the	post-war	travel	boom	to	

Mackinaw	City.	Alfredo	saw	opportunity	in	the	motel	
business.	He	decided	to	build	a	motel,	the	North	Star	
motel,	now	the	Waterfront,	on	U.S.	23	going	out	of	town.	
More	importantly	for	Mackinaw,	he	encouraged	all	of	
his	siblings	to	invest	in	Mackinaw	motels.	His	brother	
Enrico	(Henry)	built	the	Parkside	(across	from	the	entry	
to	Colonial	Michilimackinac).	His	sister	Palma	built	the	
Queen’s	Motel,	now	the	Hamilton	Inn	Select.	And	lastly,	in	
1964,	26-year-old	Tony	and	his	parents	came	and	bought	
the	Travelers	Motel,	now	the	Clarion	(with	the	big	clock).

These	were	all	summer	hotels,	and	Tony	returned	to	
Detroit	in	the	winter	to	work	in	the	grocery	store.	The	
motel	business	was	a	success	and	in	1967	they	added	nine	
rooms	to	the	Clarion.	Tony	also	decided	to	take	a	trip	back	
to	Italy.	He	was	received	by	a	friend	of	his	mothers,	Pace	
Paolini.	She	and	her	husband,	Benedetto,	had	a	daughter	
Anna,	then	19-years-old.	Tony	and	Anna	
were	married	in	December	1967	in	Italy.	The	
newlyweds	returned	to	Michigan	with	its	winter	
-	summer,	Detroit	–	Mackinaw	City	life	style.	

North Star

Queen’s
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The	next	year,	1968,	they	added	seven	more	rooms	to	the	motel	and	a	
son,	Joe	to	their	life.	A	little	over	five	years	later	Enzo	was	born.	

Family	life	grew	into	a	routine.	In	the	summer	everyone	worked	
in	the	motel.	In	the	winter,	Anna	took	care	of	the	kids	while	Tony	
worked.	Once	Joe	got	old	enough	to	start	school	they	decided	to	live	
in	Mackinaw	year-round.	But	when	Joe	reached	tenth	grade	they	
decided	he	needed	a	broader	choice	of	language	classes	and	moved	
back	to	Detroit	for	the	schools.	Tony	spent	April	to	October	up	north	
and	the	family	followed	when	school	was	out.	In	the	winter	Tony	built	
shopping	centers	in	the	growing	suburbs	of	Detroit	and	rented	out	the	
shop	spaces.

As	the	boys	started	off	to	college,	Tony	and	Anna	decided	to	move	
permanently	back	to	Detroit.	But	serendipity	stepped	up.	The	Best	
Western	went	up	for	sale,	a	motel	Tony	thought	had	the	best	location	
in	town	because	it	was	closer	to	downtown	than	the	Clarion	and	had	
great	visibility	being	directly	adjacent	to	the	State	Ferry	Dock	where	
passengers	lined	up	to	take	the	Arnold	Line	Ferry.	They	decided	to	
stay	in	Mackinaw	and	buy	the	Best	Western.	Anna	would	manage	the	
Clarion	and	Tony	the	Best	Western.	This	was	the	start	of	the	family’s	
spreading	motel	and	later	restaurant	businesses	in	Mackinaw.

Anna Lieghio (second from left) and 
Isabella (Lisa) Nardone (right) sit between 
long time repeat visitors. The photo shows 
just how much the guests were like family.

Anna and Tony in 2019 in front of the spectacular view 
from the Best Western

Reflecting Back
The	motel	business	has	changed	over	these	50+	years,	noted	Anna.	
She	fondly	remembers	when	the	Clarion	was	small,	every	guest	was	
like	a	family	member.	Folks	might	return	three	or	four	times	in	one	
summer.	Their	kids	played	with	the	Lieghio	kids,	some	remaining	
friends	to	this	day.	They	treated	her	and	the	motel	like	family	and	
vice	versa.	Now	there	are	so	many	guests	that	it	is	impossible	to	get	
to	know	any.	And	the	guests	are	demanding,	they	want	New	York	
quality,	yet	they	treat	the	rooms	cavalierly.

Tony	now	is	retired.	The	kids	own	the	motels.	But	Anna	can’t	sit	
still.	She	loves	overseeing	the	remodeling	of	the	motels	in	the	
winter.	Unfortunately,	the	manager	of	the	Best	Western	left	shortly	
after	the	season	began	and	Anna	is	now	managing	the	motel.	

What is most important to you?
Anna	Lieghio	–	I	love	people.	But	the	best	part	is	my	family:	two	
kids	and	five	grandchildren.	Being	self-employed	is	good,	but	hard.

Tony	Lieghio	–	The	best	part	was	marrying	Anna.	We	have	always	
gotten	along	well.	We	will	be	married	52	years	in	December.
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A Bear Visits Colonial Michilimackinac
When	a	bear	visits	town	we	get	a	sense	of	the	anxiety	our	
forefathers	felt	living	on	the	edge	of	a	wilderness.	A	week	ago	
a	bear	afforded	us	this	historic	experience	by	climbing	into	
Colonial	Michilimackinac.	Jim	Thompson	sent	us	these	pictures	
and	this	story.	“I	was	going	to	talk	to	my	wife,	Betty,	who	works	
at	Old	Mackinac	Point	lighthouse.	She	said	there	was	a	bear	
inside	the	fence	of	the	park.	I	drove	over	and	saw	other	fort	
employees.	I	took	photos	of	the	bear	from	outside	the	fence.	
About	an	hour	later	I	was	going	west	on	Central	Ave.	There	was	
a	truck	ahead	of	me	and	a	bear	ran	across	the	street	west	of	the	
Catholic	church.	The	truck	turned	and	so	did	I.	We	went	to	Pond	
St.	Jim	Tamlyn,	the	driver	of	the	truck,	and	I	talked.	Then	he	left	
and	I	went	west	on	Pond	St.	Then	I	saw	the	bear	again	next	to	a	
tree	so	I	stopped	and	waited	for	it	to	cross	the	street	and	go	into	
the	woods	by	Ponds	St.	Apartments.”	(Photos	by	Jim	Thompson)	
It,	or	yet	another,	continues	to	be	seen	crossing	back	and	forth	
from	French	Farm	to	May	Woods.

Counterfeit Money Visits Mackinaw
Police	Chief	Todd	Woods	says,	“The	Department	has	received	
several	complaints	in	reference	to	counterfeit	$100	bills.	What	
businesses	need	to	look	for	is	the	color	of	the	bill	and	the	
watermark	that	is	usually	on	the	newer	bills.	.	.	.	Businesses	
should	invest	in	a	special	pen	that	marks	the	bills	to	see	if	they	
are	counterfeit.	The	U.S.	Secret	Service	also	provides	information	at	www.secretservice.gov/data/KnowYourMoney.pdf	.”	
Folks	“passing”	these	bills	seem	to	be	unaware	that	they	have	counterfeits.

(So	the	big	questions	is	which	is	the	bigger	threat,	the	bear	or	the	counterfeiter?)

Where this beige spot is there 
should be a watermark that you can 
see through from either side

Chinese characters on the left
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Donors of the old bed - Jan Engle 
and John Weaver
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*	The	name	has	been	spelled	Daetwyler,	Datwyler,	Dettwiler,	Detwiller,	Detweiller

250 Year Old Donation for Heritage Village
Christian	and	Susanna	Detwiler*	built	the	log	cabin	that	was	moved	from	Red	School	Road	to	Heritage	Village.	He	was	a	
Mennonite	minister	who	brought	his	family	from	Canada	to	Michigan	in	the	late	nineteenth	century.	In	addition	to	serving	
the	church,	Christian	Detwiler	farmed	in	Brutus	and	worked	on	Mackinac	Island.	He	and	Susanna	raised	their	seven	
children	and	one	grandchild	in	the	cabin.

On	June	19,	2019,	Jan	Engle	Weaver,	the	Detwiler’s	great-great	granddaughter,	who	lives	in	South	Dakota	with	her	
family,	brought	several	items	that	belonged	to	the	Detwiler	family	for	donation	to	the	Mackinaw	Area	Historical	Society	
(MAHS).	Included	is	a	bed	made	in	1771	in	Switzerland	and	brought	by	Christian’s	great-great-grandparents	when	they	
emigrated	around	1720.	It	eventually	was	part	of	the	furnishings	in	Christian	and	Susanna’s	home	in	Brutus,	Michigan.	
The	bed,	made	of	several	different	types	of	European	wood,	fits	together	without	the	use	of	nails	or	screws.	The	rails	are	
threaded	and	screwed	into	the	four	posts	and	then	the	headboard	and	footboard	are	tapped	into	the	posts.	It	originally	was	
a	rope	bed	but	now	has	a	spring	that	was	engineered	by	one	of	the	Detwiler	sons.	The	youth	group	that	was	volunteering	
at	Heritage	Village	on	they	day	the	bed	arrived	was	very	helpful	in	unpacking	and	setting	up	the	250	year-old	bed.	

Mrs.	Weaver	also	donated	Christian	Detwiler’s	handmade	snowshoes,	photographs	of	Christian	and	Susanna	and	other	
family	members,	their	granddaughter’s	birth	certificate,	a	family	tree,	a	painting	of	the	cabin	in	its	original	location	(which	
hung	in	the	cabin),	and	an	unfinished	manuscript	written	by	one	of	their	children	describing	their	pioneering	lives	on	
the	farm.	All	of	these	gifts	contribute	to	the	provenance	and	story	of	the	Detwiler	family	and	their	homestead.	They	are	
priceless	examples	of	the	history	of	both	the	building	and	the	family.	The	MAHS	is	very	grateful	to	Mr.	and	Mrs.	Weaver	
for	the	generous	donation	of	these	valuable	additions	to	Heritage	Village	and	the	Detwiler	story.

Read	the	pioneering	story	next	and	visit	the	house	at	Heritage	Village	to	see	what	this	wonderful	home	looks	like.
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Christian (December 31, 1845 - April 1, 1917) and Susanna Detweiller (March 26, 1848 - February 18, 1924)

A Pioneer - The Story of Life for Early Northern Michigan Residents
by	Leah	Detwiler	Barnes	(Daughter	of	Christian	and	Susanna	Detweiller)	(	b.	March	16,	1879,	d.	October	6,	1958)

I was born at Holy Corners. The Natives named it that: reason, 3 churches and a school house. My parents already had 
four girls, so the stork wasn’t welcome when leaving another girl, when my Dad wanted a boy, but that didn’t discourage 
the bird. So on a Sunday he arrived. My Mother couldn’t go to church but as my parents was devout Mennonites, Pap and 
the two older girls had to go.

Grandma came to our house for the day and welcomed the stork about two p.m. He arrived and left his bundle, which I 
wouldn’t call bliss, and my life of pioneering began. I was christened Leah, a good Bible name which my Father selected 
and no doubt breathed a prayer that I would be a serious church goes when I grew up. Well I wasn’t. My life of a period of 
three years was something had to be told me as up to that point I must have had amnesia as I couldn’t remember.

My Dad was a man had itchy feet. Couldn’t stay put. Before my arrival he had taken my mother and sisters west on a get 
rich quick scheme. There they put in eight years where the cinch bugs ate the crops, no fuel to burn on cold nights, sisters 
and Mom had to gather buffalo chips, now know as B.S. So they gave up and came back to Michigan in a covered wagon. 
Broke but one more little bundle of bliss added to their collection.

Sometimes after they all get here I’ll give you their names. They were back at Holy Corners long enough for my arrival 
and the next one after me was, glory be, a boy. Then Dad got another idea. He heard the north part of the state was 
opening up to settlers. The Grand Rapids and Ind. railroad was being built to Straits of Mackinaw [sic] and there was 
great opportunities in the hardwood and pine forests that would soon be cut for lumber. Mom, thinking at least there 
would be fuel, consented. There wasn’t money enough for mom and kids so Dad left – worked at building log homes until 
he could send for his family.

In August, Grandfather came with his lumber wagon and we piled in. The neighbors brought a large clothes 
basked of food and we was taken to Grand Rapids and put on the train for Bonz Landing which was later 
called Alanson. Bonz Landing was as far as the track was laid to …couldn’t go further. Dad met us there with a 
borrowed ox team. He got on the train to help with the small frys. He picked me up, not to kiss me, that would 
make sissies of his family, but he got a nice smart slap for his help. I could protect myself from Indians or any 
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one else tho I was but three years old. My oldest sister had been telling me about the Indians we would see. So that’s what 
I thought he was. Good thing he hadn’t seen me for a long while or I would have gotten a slap – but not on my face. After 
greetings got to normal we was loaded into a huge wagon. It must have had side boards to hold us. We bumped along over 
a trail thru the thick woods.

The squeak of wagon and neck yoke of oxen and I might also have been tired after so much excitement, when we arrived 
at our destination I was sound asleep, but not for long. Dad had rented an old granary some former settler had built; 
then becoming discouraged had left and gone where he hoped for brighter prospects. The grain bins had never been used 
for grain so the front of bins was taken out and straw put on the floor. Blankets over that made a bedroom chamber. They 
called it this. Guess every last one but the baby slept in one bin. We could keep warm that way when the cold winter set in.

I wasn’t old enough to worry about where food would come from but later learned poor mom had many an anxious 
moment. That winter was the hardest, as we hadn’t come north early enough in the season to have a garden. Dad had no 
gun to hunt game. The wild pigeons had been plentiful the year before but now was gone and no one has seen one since.

We must have survived the winter as the family are all here but Mother and Dad, but they lived to a ripe old age. So have 
the bro and sisters. That spring we lived on mushrooms that were plentiful, then dandelions for greens, late pigweed and 
red root. Somehow we always had potatoes. Mother saved the potato peelings and planted a small patch of potatoes with 
just peelings. We was healthy and happy or at least I was even if the older girls objected to my going everywhere they did. 
But I could howl loud enough to make them consent to let me go. We roamed the woods, waded in the creek that was close 
by, helped in the garden, tended the baby and lived in the granary that summer and the next winter.

In the spring we moved to a frame house a mile from where Dad was building a log house for us which would be our 
permanent home unless he got another notion to go elsewhere but mom said, “I am now where the girls and I can gather 
firewood and here we stay.” Mother was a very meek little person but in that she was firm.

The bears that came out of the forest would come close up to the front door. They would stand and look as if they 
wondered what strange animals had invaded their territory. Then they would amble away without a bite out of any of us. 
That fall we moved into our 4 room log house, two rooms above two rooms below. A large box stove in one room, the cook 
stove in the other, plenty of wood to keep warm and vegetables in the dug out under the house and that was a cold winter, 
below zero much of the time. We huddled around the stove. I was frightened when the logs in the house would crack from 
the cold. Dad worked wherever he got a days work and brought flour and molasses home. Dad had a sweet tooth and so 
have I but I did vow if ever I grew up I would never have molasses on my table. It’s called syrup now, so that makes it 
better.

The few neighbors got together to discuss building a school house. Not much need of one as Mennonites are not much 
on educating their children; makes them too worldly. But in due time a log school was erected and across the gable end 
was painted with black paint “School Dis. No. 5 built in 1884.” That fall there was 3 months of school taught – by a pale 
face young man from Petoskey, James Dart. I wasn’t five until March so the poor young man was nurse maid as well as 
instructor as there was children even younger than I. Holey Smokes! Come near telling my age.

The older children had to stay home to help pick up potatoes and gather other vegetables such as beggies, and bring in 
the cabbage. There would be a barrel of crout, also pickles, and cans of wild blueberries, raspberries, blackberries, and 
pumpkin butter in the cellar. God was good to us pioneers to grant the poor soil to raise such crops. I have heard it said 
all you could raise there now is hay and children. The latter yes, but mighty poor hay.

I better get back to school as mentally I grew a foot when Mother told me I was to go to school and parents 
didn’t take their children in those days. So with my slate under one arm and a pencil with the America flag 
around it clutched in my hand so tight it’s a wonder it didn’t snap, Truman going to Lake Success for a 
conference wasn’t puffed up bigger than I. [the tale ends here]
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The	National	Weather	Service	is	offering	an	interactive	map	that	shows	swim	hazards	on	Great	Lakes	beaches.	Now	you	
can	check	before	you	go	at	https://www.weather.gov/greatlakes/beachhazards

Rip current swim risks

Shepler’s Entry Opens
The	main	entrance	to	Shepler’s	Nicolet	St.	parking	lot	opened	this	week.	The	former	entry,	which	backed	up	traffic	onto	I-75,	
was	closed	and	landscaped	to	match	the	adjoining	sidewalk	area.
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Heritage Village Garden by Angie Timan
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