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   Events in Mackinaw City 

December 2 Monday
•	 First pep band performance, check with school

December 3 Tuesday
•	 Giving	Tuesday	-	donate	to	your	favorite	non-profit	through	Community	Foundation	at	#GivingtuesdayNEMI

December 4 Wednesday
•	 Chamber	Open	House,	Keyhole,	5	-	7	pm,	free

December 7 Saturday
•	 Christmas	tree	decorating,	Recreation	Center,	start	11	am,	free
•	 McGulpin	Point	Lighthouse	decorated,	11	am	-	3	pm,	$3

December 11 Wednesday
•	 Holiday	Open	House	by	Parks	Board,	library,	10	-	11	am
•	 Library	Christmas	Open	House,	library,	4	-	7:30	pm

December 12 Thursday
•	 School	Christmas	concert	K-12,	6:30	pm

December 14 Saturday
•	 Antique	snowmobile	crossing	of	Mackinac	Bridge,	fort	parking	lot,	11	am

December 15 Sunday
•	  Annual	Church	of	the	Straits	potluck,	after	church	service,	bring	a	dish	to	pass	and	table	service

December 21 Saturday
•	 Winter	Solstice	handicrafts,	Three	Pines	Studio,	1	-	4	pm

December 24 Tuesday
•	  Christmas	Eve	church	service,	Church	of	the	Straits,	7	pm



Cyber Monday at Shepler’s
Buy	a	Shepler	ticket	to	Mackinac	Island	for	$20	ticket	during	the	20	hours	(starting	at	4	am	going	to	midnight)	on	
December	2nd,	2019.	A	regular	ticket	last	season	cost	$27.	The	offer	is	only	available	on	sheplersferry.com.	Tickets	are	
good	for	the	2020	season	which	runs	from	April	21st	to	October	31st.	Tickets	are	non-refundable.

Library Open House December 11
	 The	library	will	be	closed	for	the	holidays	on	December	24-25	and	December	31	-	Jan	1.

Museum Admission Free or Reduced Compliments of our library
Did	you	know	that	your	library	card	can	be	your	best	travel	companion?	Discover	hundreds	of	Michigan’s	cultural	
destinations	and	natural	attractions	with	your	Michigan	library	card!	You	can	“check	out”	free	or	discounted	admission	
passes	(or	other	exclusive	offers)	to	hundreds	of	Michigan	state	parks,	campgrounds,	museums,	trails,	arts	&	cultural	
destinations,	and	more.	To	get	started	go	to	the	library	web	page	and	go	down	the	left	side	until	you	see	the	balloon.	Click	
on	it	and	pick	your	destination.

Thanksgiving dinner at the Church of the Straits

M
ar

yA
nn

 M
oo

re

page	2December 1, 2019

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



Police Chief Todd Woods Village Manager and former Police Chief 
Pat Wyman

Sergeant Nick McIntosh

Police Officer John House Police Officer Ryan Newman

Novembeard closes - Which officer has the best beard?

November	is	the	month	when	our	police	officers	grow	a	full	beard,	starting	from	clean	shaven	on	October	31st.	The	
nationwide	movement	is	an	effort	to	bring	awareness	to	men’s	health	issues	and	cancer.	The	beards	are	a	reminder	that	
cancer	patients	often	lose	their	hair.	Even	in	beards	our	police	are	a	friendly	looking	bunch.	I	didn’t	get	photos	of	two	of	

the	officers	and	apparently	one	
of	them	was	the	officer	with	the	
thickest	beard.	

Starting December 1st the police 
will return to the department 
policy that only allows a 
mustache.	I	don’t	think	there	is	a	
similar	village	manager	rule.

I see a little gray and a little red 
in these examples.
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Citizens National Bank’s President Matthew Keene
Not	your	ancestor’s	bank,	Citizens	National	Bank	is	on	the	cutting	edge	
of	small	town	banking,	according	to	President	Matthew	Keene.	Their	
Universal	Banker	method	of	treating	customers,	a	comfortable	sit-down	
location	for	service,	was	introduced	by	former	president	Sue	Eno	and	is	a	
model	for	modern	banking.	Matthew,	who	came	to	the	bank	in	2015	and	to	
Cheboygan	in	2017,	served	as	executive	vice-president	under	Sue	for	seven	
months	before	becoming	president.	He	is	very	excited	to	be	leading	this	
forward	thinking	bank.

The	bank	has	80	employees	working	in	8	communities.	Those	employees	
are	the	core	of	the	bank.	Bricks	and	mortar	do	not	bring	in	customers,	
people	do,	said	Matthew.	He	marvels	at	the	staff’s	dedication	and	positive	
attitude	which	contributed	to	Citizens	National	being	named	one	of	the	Top	
100	Cool	Places	to	Work	in	Michigan	by	Crain’s Detroit Magazine. 

The	bank	sees	its	size	as	perfect	to	serve	the	tip	of	Michigan.	It	contracts	
for	its	core	data	services.	After	the	employee	expense,	data	processing	is	
the	most	expensive	part	of	the	bank’s	operation.	Maintaining	its	branch	
network	and	regulatory	expenses	are	the	third	and	fourth	most	expensive	
components.	It	is	the	regulatory	rules	and	regulations	that	are	driving	the	
banking	industry,	like	the	hospital	industry,	to	consolidation.	Citizens	
National	has	made	it	clear	that	it	is	not	available	for	purchase.	In	fact,	the	
bank	has	expanded	into	the	Petoskey	market.	You	may	have	noticed	that

They work as a team and seem to like it. The bank leadership dropped the bank’s name into a competition by Crain’s 
Detroit Business Magazine for the coolest places to work in Michigan. The magazine emailed each employee directly, 
so management could not influence the results, and the bank made the top 40 and the only business north of the 
Grand Rapids to Detroit corridor to do so. 

Matthew Keene
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it	has	a	small	drive-through	branch	and	nearby	a	small	office	in	downtown	Petoskey.	In	the	next	year	or	two	you	can	
expect	to	see	these	replaced	with	a	new	building,	probably	near	downtown.	The	bank	is	in	the	process	of	buying	property	
with	hopes	to	build	a	vintage	looking	bank	with	adequate	parking	to	serve	its	growing	client	base.	But	again,	Matthew	
noted	that	having	core	staff	with	deep	roots	in	the	community	will	make	the	Petoskey	branch	a	success,	not	the	bricks.

The	bank	is	publicly	owned	with	shares	that	trade	on	the	Over-the-Counter	market	with	the	call	letters	CNBZ	in	addition	
to	shares	trading	in	the	main	bank	office.	There	are	1.2	million	shares	owned	by	1,100	residents,	primarily	from	the	
Cheboygan	area.	Trading	is	thin,	so	increases	in	the	stock	value	can	take	time.	The	bank	has	been	consistently	paying	80¢	
a	year	in	dividends.	The	2012	federal	JOBS	Act	allowed	companies	with	fewer	than	2,000	stock	holders	to	de-register	
from	the	SEC,	thereafter	reducing	their	reporting	requirements,	a	law	that	saved	Citizens	National	a	lot	of	reporting	fees.

Behind	the	shares	are	$325	million	in	assets	consisting	of	48%	loans,	47%	in	cash	and	investments	securities,	and	the	
remaining	5%	in	other	assets	such	as	physical	assets	(like	the	buildings).	The	bank	is	well	positioned	for	a	possible	future	
economic	downturn.	Since	2008	it	has	reorganized	its	loan	analysis	operation	to	give	staff	more	time	to	thoroughly	
analyze	loan	applications.	In	today’s	low	interest	rate	market,	coupled	with	the	bank’s	strong	deposit	base	and	increasing	
capital	position,	Citizens	National	is	in	a	very	safe	and	secure	position	to	meet	the	strong	loan	demands.

Matthew Keene, President and CEO

Matthew	was	born	and	raised	in	Grand	Blanc.	
His	dad	was	a	carpenter	at	General	Motors,	and	
his mom became an interior designer after he and 
his	two	brothers	were	raised.	He	said	it	was	a	
“Leave	it	to	Beaver”	childhood.	He	went	on	to	get	
a	bachelor’s	degree	in	finance	in	1994	at	Central	
Michigan	University	and	then	a	masters	at	Western	
Michigan	University	in	1997.	He	followed	this	up	
with	a	degree	from	The	Graduate	School	of	Banking	
at	the	University	of	Wisconsin.	During	his	career	
he	worked	at	Old	Kent	Bank	in	Grand	Rapids	in	
consumer	lending.	From	this	he	moved	to	Petoskey,	
still	working	for	Old	Kent,	but	quickly	moved	through	
a	sequence	of	bank	positions	finally	specializing	in	
commercial	lending.	When	Citizens	National	decided	
to	open	in	Petoskey	he	took	the	job	with	fellow	
commercial	banker	Joe	Daly	to	open	the	new	office.	Today	
he	lives	in	Harbor	Springs	with	his	wife,	Lisa,	and	two	
children,	Ayla	and	Crew.

His	goals	for	the	bank	are:
•	 	 Keeping	Citizens	National	Bank’s	independence
•	 	 Keeping	the	headquarters	in	Cheboygan
•	 	 Being	the	bank	of	choice	in	all	its	markets
•	 	 Being	the	employer	of	choice	in	all	its	markets

The future?
•	 Watch for the bank to continue to renovate its branches 

to	accommodate	the	Universal	Banker	format
•	 Watch	for	construction	in	Petoskey,	the	new	growth	

market	for	Citizens	National.

A coffee bar is available for 
customers

Trade data gives an idea of the frequency, value, and amount of stock 
trading. If you would like to buy shares let the bank know.
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Ernest Liebner was the bank cashier at First National Bank. Did he 
start as the janitor? The paper at the time of the fire said:
“Mr. Liebner, janitor of the First National Bank who was at his work 
getting his bank ready for the opening up of business was the first to 
discover the fire.” - Cheboygan Democrat, March 9, 1922 

History of Citizens National Bank
Matt	Friday	did	an	interesting	run	down	of	the	banks	of	Cheboygan	in	the	Daily Tribune, 
April	22,	2019.	First	National	Bank	was	a	private	bank	converted	to	a	national	bank	in	
1884,	thus	guaranteeing	some	federal	oversight.	The	bank	building	was	a	beautiful	edifice	
in	downtown	Cheboygan	but	a	1922	fire,	starting	in	the	building	across	the	street	to	the	
south,	spread	and	consumed	it.	A	less	grand	building	replaced	it.

The	1930s	were	a	time	of	frequent	bank	closures	and	First	National	closed	in	1930	
because	of	a	substantial	theft	of	money	by	an	employee.	But	the	following	year	Citizens	
National	Bank	was	created,	in	the	midst	of	the	depression,	making	it	87	years	old	now.	
They	are	planning	to	have	a	90th	birthday	party	in	2021.	Citizens	sits	on	the	original	First	
National	location.

Here	are	a	few	details	about	the	fire	and	two	cashiers.
The original First National Bank 
was a spectacular, ornate two-story 
building, built in 1883 that burned 
down in 1922.

Henry Friday, great grandfather of Matt Friday, started 
life studying in a seminary but returned to Cheboygan 
as a bookkeeper for Cheboygan County Savings 
Bank. He moved up to assistant cashier at the 
Cheboygan State Savings Bank and then 
as the first cashier of the new Citizens 
National Bank in 1931. During WWII he 
was noted as an outstanding salesman 
for war bonds to the tune of $3 million 
sold in Cheboygan.

photos from Citizens National Bank
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“The	1922	fire	started	in	the	building	to	the	south.	“[T]he	heat	had	ignited	the	wood	work	behind	the	steel	coping	on	
the	top	of	the	First	National	Bank	building	across	the	road	north	of	the	Frost-Kessleer	block.	Streams	of	water	directed	
against	this	fire	could	not	reach	the	fire	as	it	was	burning	behind	the	sheeting	of	steel,	and	it	very	swiftly	ate	its	way	under	
the	roof	and	in	an	incredibly	short	time	the	whole	top	of	the	building	was	on	fire	and	the	fire	had	crept	on	farther	to	the	
roof	of	the	Gerow	block	next	north,	where	it	again	crept	along	under	the	roof	eating	into	the	heart	of	that	block.

Before	the	building	in	which	the	fire	had	started	was	down	the	bank’s	upper	stories	were	aflame	and	there	was	no	means	
to	stop	the	progress	of	the	flames	as	they	were	slowly	and	surely	eating	their	way	to	the	basement.	.	.	.	
When	the	vault	of	the	First	National	Bank	was	opened	on	Thursday	morning	everything	therein	was	found	in	as	fine	
shape	as	it	was	left	on	Tuesday	evening	when	the	bank	was	closed.	One	could	not	tell	by	anything	in	the	interior	that	
there	had	been	a	fire	in	the	bank,	as	the	walls	were	not	even	warm	.	..	The	First	National	Bank	has	got	nicely	located	in	
the	front	part	of	the	Miliken	Garage”	-	Cheboygan Democrat,	March	9,	1922.
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5G Networks May Diminish Quality of Weather Forecasts
According	to	NOAA’s	acting	chief,	the	new	5G	cell	phone	network	could	reduce	the	accuracy	of	weather	forecasts	by	
30%,	setting	them	back	to	the	quality	of	the	1980s.	Why?

It	seems	that	weather	phenomena	emit	very	faint	microwave	radiation	signals	into	the	atmosphere	that	meteorologists	
measure	and	enter	into	models	that	make	weather	maps.	Water	vapor,	for	example,	emits	a	signal	at	a	frequency	of	23.8	
GHz.	But	the	5G	network	will	be	sending	cell	phone	signals	at	just	above	24	GHz,	close	enough	to	cause	an	interference	
problem.	Although	5G	could	use	any	open	frequency,	water	vapor	won’t	change.	As	our	cell	phones	use	smaller	and	
smaller wavelengths 
aka higher frequencies, 
like	the	24	GHz,	two	
problems	arise.	It	takes	
more power to send 
the signals far and the 
signals have trouble 
penetrating	buildings.	

Already	5G	test	
installations show that 
the range is so small 
that a mini-tower 
must be included on 
every	street	block.	
For big cities this 
might develop, but 
not likely in a place 
like	Mackinaw,	at	
least	for	a	while.	
While a compromise 
is negotiated, perhaps 
in the amount of 
power used to broadcast 
5G,	the	problem	won’t	end	
there.	Rain	and	snow	emit	
frequencies	in	the	36-37	
GHz	range	and	clouds	and	
ice	in	the	80-90	GHz	range.	
So	future	conflicts	are	
imminent.	

Weather versus other 
technology – how will the 
trade-offs be decided?

A May 2019 vapor map created using the 23.8 GHz channel. Source: https://www.wired.com/
story/5g-networks-could-throw-weather-forecasting-into-chaos/

Source: https://wattsupwiththat.com/2019/05/21/will-5g-
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Mackinaw History
by Ken Teysen written for me in the 1990s

School Days
Other	outdoor	games	were	hide	and	go	seek,	antie	I	over,	tag,	and	spin	the	bottle.	At	
Halloween	time	soaping	windows,	tipping	over	outhouses,	dragging	the	two	cannons	from	
the	American	Legion	building	to	the	high	school,	and	throwing	toilet	paper	up	into	the	pine	
trees	at	the	school	grounds	were	favorite	pranks.	When	the	first	movie	theater	opened	(with	
silent movies and a piano player playing either fast or slow music as the action on the screen 
demanded)	we	all	saved	our	pennies	for	the	Saturday	night	western.	The	featured	performers	
were:	Tom	Mix,	Buck	Jones,	Hopalong	Cassidy,	Gene	Autry	and	Dale	Evans,	and	a	few	
others.	We	buckled	on	our	cap	guns,	loaded	with	caps,	sat	in	the	first	row,	and	always	shouted	
at	the	hero	to	look	behind	him	when	the	bad	guy	was	sneaking	up.	We	shot	our	guns	to	get	his	
attention.	Unfortunately,	it	also	got	the	attention	of	the	theater	manager	who	threatened	dire	
consequences	if	we	didn't	stop.	
 
Since	there	was	no	TV	we	didn't	miss	it.	Promptly,	after	5:30	p.m.	on	school	days	most	kids	were	glued	to	their	radio	at	
home	listening	to	the	Lone	Ranger,	Jack	Armstrong	the	All	American	Boy,	Amos	&	Andy,	The	Shadow,	Dick	Tracy,	the	
Hermit's	Cave,	and	others.	On	weekends	the	fare	was	Jack	Benny	and	Rochester,	Fred	Allen,	George	Burns	&	Gracie	

Allen,	Eddie	Cantor,	Abbott	&	Costello,	and	
again,	others.		
 
Winter and chores
Winter	sports	consisted	of	sledding	(at	
McGulpin	Point),	skiing	on	skis	made	of	
barrel staves, and skating, both on the Straits 
and	on	Kniffen's	pond	(behind	502	S.	Huron	

An earlier and later version of Teysen’s restaurant

Ken Teysen always tilted his head 
when thinking history
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Ken once told me that this was a favorite time. The deer piled up during the day at the Railway Express office. When no one was looking the 
kids would strip the tenderloins and take them home for a fine dinner.

St.).	Basketball	was	the	most	important	winter	sport.	Mackinaw	had	consistently	winning	teams	and	the	
townspeople	packed	the	small	gym	and	neighboring	gyms	on	Friday	nights	throughout	the	winter.

A	big	change	from	that	period	is	that	chores	for	all	kids	were	an	accepted	way	of	life.	The	chores	included,	
but were not limited to carrying drinking water from an outdoor pump to a pail in the kitchen that had a 
dipper,	keeping	the	hot	water	reservoir	full	in	the	kitchen	wood	stove,	splitting	hard	wood,	fire	wood,	and	
kindling	wood	for	the	kitchen	range	and	the	front	room’s	"Warm	Morning"	pot	bellied	stove,	removing	
the ashes each morning from both stoves, stacking the split wood in the back yard and in the basement as 
needed, shoveling snow in the front and back walks and driveway, helping mothers hanging up laundry 
and then bringing it in the house when dry, feeding the chickens that most people had, collecting their 
eggs, when necessary killing them, plucking their feathers, dressing them and cutting them up, collecting 
dandelions	(if	someone	in	the	family	made	dandelion	wine)	making	your	own	bed	and	keeping	your	room	
picked	up,	looking	after	the	younger	kids,	and	tending	the	vegetable	garden	that	most	families	had.	Chores	
were	a	way	of	life.	No	one	was	paid,	nor	expected	to	be.	Money	allowances	to	youngsters	were	unheard	of.	

While not a chore, many kids hung out at the depot when passenger trains came in and carried baggage 
either	from	the	coaches	into	the	depot	or	down	the	railroad	dock	to	the	steamer	"Algomah"	--	the	ferry	to	
Mackinac	Island.	The	tips	for	this	work	was	usually	10	cents	A	good	day's	earning	could	be	as	much	as	70	
cents	to	a	$1.00.	Another	source	of	spending	money	was	the	selling	of	newspapers	at	3	cents	a	copy,	and	
also	of	selling	magazines	like	the	Saturday Evening Post or Boy's Life.	Again	a	good	weekly	earnings	from	
this	could	be	about	$1.00	to	$1.50.	It	was	certainly	a	good	way	to	learn	the	value	of	a	dollar.
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The toilet - improvements coming
Push	the	lever	and	it	whisks	everything	inside	away	-	the	toilet.	Mine	even	claims	it	could	whisk	away	ten	golf	balls,	
which	I	am	sure	the	Sewer	Treatment	Plant	does	not	want	me	to	test.

But	every	so	often	it	requires	cleaning,	a	nasty	job.	But	there	is	good	news.	Engineers	have	
been	working	on	the	problem,	at	least	indirectly.	The	basic	engineering	problem	under	study	is	
how	to	get	the	toilet	to	flush	with	less	water	for	those	locations	in	the	world	with	an	insufficient	
water	supply.	The	Bill	and	Melinda	Gates	Foundation	has	been	sponsoring	the	Reinvent	the	
Toilet	Challenge,	a	research	competition	on	how	to	build	a	toilet	for	those	without	water.	There	
have	been	some	amazing	high	tech	solutions.	

But	the	solution	I	read	about	this	week	is	low	tech.	The	researchers	marveled	at	the	
carnivorous pitcher plant and how it gets bugs to slide down inside so the plant can dissolve, 
and	thus	eat	them.	The	trick	is	to	make	the	surface	so	slippery	nothing	can	get	stuck	on	it.	
Could	a	very	slippery	toilet	bowl,	more	slippery	than	today’s,	make	things	slide	down	with	
little or no water?

Pennsylvania	State	University	researchers	seem	to	have	the	solution.	A	new	coating,	called	
LESS,	involves	two	coatings	and	it	sounds	like	they	can	be	applied	at	home.	The	first	coating	
consists	of	long	stringy	molecules	of	silicone	that	is	sprayed	inside	the	bowl.	They	hook	to	
the	toilet	bowl	covering	it	with	a	nano-hairs,	like	the	pitcher	plant’s.	On	top	of	that	is	sprayed	
silicone	oil	lubricant	one	thousandth	of	a	millimeter	thick.	The	oil	sticks	to	the	hairs	and	lasts	
about	500	flushes.	Both	chemicals	appear	to	have	little	environmental	impact.	The	resultant	
surface	is	extremely	slippery	as	you	can	see	in	the	comparison	photos	below.

Whether the developing world will be able to afford the surface 
treatments	is	still	being	investigated.	But	for	you	and	me,	these	
coatings purport to cut water usage in half and toilet cleaning 
products	by	90%.	LESS	is	being	introduced	in	some	manufactured	
products, particularly medical products like catheters, but the possible 
applications	are	wide	spread.	Watch	for	it.

Source: Viviane Callier, “Superslipery Toilets Squash Water Wastage,” 
Scientific American, November 18, 2019

Notice the hairs inside the leaf 
that inspired the researchers
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November - National American Indian Month
The	first	American	Indian	Day	was	celebrated	in	May	1916	in	New	York.	Red	Fox	James,	a	member	of	the	Blackfeet	
Nation,	rode	horseback	from	state	to	state	to	get	endorsements	from	24	state	governments	to	have	a	day	to	honor	
American	Indians.

In	1990,	President	George	H.W.	Bush	signed	a	joint	congressional	resolution	designating	November	1990	as	“National	
American	Indian	Heritage	Month.”	Similar	proclamations	have	been	issued	every	year	since	1994,	and	we	now	refer	to	
this	celebration	as	“American	Indian	and	Alaska	Native	Heritage	Month.”

Sex and Age 
Total	population	 59	
Male	 20	
Female	39	
Under	5	years	 14	
5	to	9	years	 6	
10	to	14	years	 1	
15	to	19	years	 2	
20	to	24	years	 3	
25	to	34	years	 9	
35	to	44	years	 13	
45	to	54	years	 2	
55	to	59	years	 0	
60	to	64	years	 3	
65	to	74	years	 0	
75	to	84	years	 4	
85	years	and	over	 2	
Median	age	(years)	 27.5

Income and Benefits
(In	2017	inflation-adjusted	dollars)	
 
Total	households	 20	
Less	than	$10,000	 1	
$10,000	to	$14,999	 2	
$15,000	to	$24,999	 0	
$25,000	to	$34,999	 2	
$35,000	to	$49,999	 6	
$50,000	to	$74,999	 3	
$75,000	to	$99,999	 4	
$100,000	to	$149,999	 0	
$150,000	to	$199,999	 2	
$200,000	or	more	 0	
Median	household	income	(dollars)	 $42,500	
Mean	household	income	(dollars)	 $55,670

Entering the 100th anniversary for women’s vote with a new $1 coin
President	Trump	signed	the	Women’s	Suffrage	Centennial	Commemorative	Coin	Act	into	
law	this	week.	It	says:

(Sec.	3)	This	bill	directs	the	Department	of	the	Treasury	to	mint	and	issue	up	to	
400,000	$1	silver	coins	that	are	emblematic	of	the	women	who	played	a	vital	role	
in	rallying	support	for	the	19th	Amendment	to	the	U.S.	Constitution.

(Sec.	5)	Such	coins	may	be	issued	during	the	period	beginning	on	January	1,	2020,	
and	ending	on	December	31,	2020.

(Sec.	7)	All	surcharges	received	from	the	sales	of	such	coins	shall	be	paid	to	the	
American	Women’s	History	Initiative	of	the	Smithsonian	Institution.

Data on Little Traverse Bay Bands
Little	Traverse	Bay	Reservation	and	Off-Reservation	Trust	Land,	MI
Source:	2013-2017	American	Community	Survey	5-Year	Estimates

This is one design idea

This is census data.  That might explain the low 
numbers.
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What do Michigan Residents Google for Thanksgiving?
Now	that	Thanksgiving	is	over	and	Christmas	is	being	planned,	what	do	Michiganders	cook?
This	report,	first	done	in	2014,	shows	the	most	searched	for	holiday	side	dishes	by	state.	Looking	at	the	bottom	chart,	
Michiganders	searched	9	times	as	often	as	the	rest	of	the	nation	for	cheesy	potatoes	and	six	times	as	often	for	pretzel	jello.	
(What	is	pretzel	jello?	Guess	I	need	to	search.)

In	1970,	the	average	American	consumed	11	pounds	of	cheese	a	year.	That	figure	is	now	33	pounds,	
no	doubt	helped	by	Michiganders	on	Thanksgiving.	With	two	cheese-heavy	dishes	in	its	top	three	
distinct	searches,	the	state	beat	even	Wisconsin	-	American’s	dairlyland	-	in	its	rferences	to	cheese.	
(Wisconsin	managed	only	“beer	cheese	dip.”)
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The tree that inspired this article is at 
Heritage Village near the Anishinaabe 
settlement. It grows on the edge of the 
woods, is small and scruffy. But such trees 
would make great ornamentals downtown.

As the female, seed-bearing pods mature, when the 
seeds are ripe, the pods balloon up and float off on a 
November wind covering the ground like freckles.

Range	map

Hop Hornbeam
The	hop	hornbeam	seeds	are	dispersing	in	November’s	winds,	just	
in	time	for	ruffed	grouse	season.	The	small	tree	in	the	birch	family	
sits	on	the	edge	of	our	woods,	but	it	will	grow	almost	anywhere.	
The	horticulturists	say	“It	thrives	on	neglect.”	“Hop”	part	of	its	
name comes the fruits we see blowing off the trees now, bundles of 
sac-like, seed-bearing pods that look very much like the hops used 
to	make	beer.	“Hornbeam”	refers	to	the	strong	wood	of	the	tree	
trunk that was used as a beam to hook horned animals into a team, 
like	an	ox	yoke.	Today	it	is	used	for	tool	handles,	canes	and	turned	
products.

Its	seeds	are	much	loved	by	deer,	pheasants,	rabbit	and	turkey.	But	
it	is	especially	important	food	for	ruffed	grouse.

Because	of	the	tree’s	limited	size,	growing	only	to	30	feet,	
resistance to disease, and food source for wildlife, it makes a good 
yard	tree.
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