
   Events in Mackinaw City 

December 15 Sunday
•	  Annual	Church	of	the	Straits	potluck,	after	church	service,	bring	a	dish	to	pass	and	table	service

December 21 Saturday
•	 Winter	Solstice	handicrafts,	Three	Pines	Studio,	1	-	4	pm

December 22 Sunday
•	 Christmas	readings	and	songs,	Bible	Church,	6	pm
•	 Winter	Solstice	Celebration,	Headlands,	7	-	9	pm,	$10

December 24 Tuesday
•	 Christmas	Eve	church	service,	live	nativity,	Church	of	the	Straits,	7	pm
•	 Candlelight	Christmas	Eve	Mass,	St.	Anthony’s,	7:15	pm

December 25 Wednesday
•	 Christmas	Day	Mass,	St.	Anthony’s,	10	am
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Christmas readings and songs
Sunday,	December	22,	Bible	Church,	6	pm

“While	Shepherds	Watched	Their	Flocks	By	Night”,	a	collection	of	Christmas	readings	and	songs,	will	be	
presented	at	the	Mackinaw	City	Bible	Church	on	Sunday	night,	December	22nd,	at	6	pm,	followed	by	light	
refreshments.	The	community	is	invited	to	attend.	For	more	information,	please	call	231.436.5112.
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Join	Mary	Stewart	Adams	for	a	hands-on	workshop	of	
recreating	the	ancient	star	wisdom	of	the	Egyptian	sky	
goddess	Nut,	mother	of	planets	and	stars	and	all	things	
celestial.

Over	time,	this	knowledge	of	the	connection	between	the	
divine	feminine	and	the	stars	gradually	withdrew,	until	the	
sacred	star	words	(astro-logos)	gave	way	to	the	science	of	
the	stars	(astro-nomia).

This	year	at	Winter	Solstice,	we’ll	revisit	the	ancient	star	
wisdom,	casting	the	star	biography	into	the	zodiac	as	the	
ancients	saw	it,	as	a	way	to	harmonize	with	our	celestial	
environment,	despite	the	hazards	of	light	pollution	and	
other	distractions!	Register	with	birth	date	(to	personalize	
the	craft)	(231)	526-9447

Celebrate the Stars with a workshop on Egyptian Goddess and Your Birth

Saturday,	December	21,	Three	Pines	Studio	and	Gallery,	1	-	4	pm

Cut your own Christmas tree for $5
By Tanda Gmiter , mLive, November 29, 2019

Michigan’s	national	forests	have	a	sweet	deal	for	holiday	tree-seekers	who	want	their	annual	evergreen	to	come	with	a	
bit	of	outside	adventure.	For	the	cost	of	a	$5	“tree	tag”	permit,	you	can	cut	down	your	own	tree	from	certain	sections	of	
Michigan’s	expansive	federal	forest	lands.	

To	snag	a	tree	permit,	you’ll	need	to	stop	in	at	one	of	the	district	ranger	offices.	Staff	will	give	you	some	guidelines	on	
where	you	can	cut	one,	and	where	you	cannot.	Only	certain	employees	are	authorized	to	sell	permits,	so	you	will	want	
to	call	ahead	to	ensure	they	will	be	in	the	office	when	you	arrive.	You	can	call	the	St.	Ignace	Hiawatha	office	Monday	
through	Friday,	from	8	am	to	4:30	pm	at	(906)	643-7900.

The	U.S	Forest	Service	offers	these	quick	facts.
Price and Availability

Each	tag	is	good	for	1	tree.
There	is	a	limit	of	3	tags	(trees)	per	household.
Christmas	Tree	tags	are	intended	for	personal	use.
Permits	are	sold	from	November	1st	until	the	last	day	offices	are	open	before	Christmas.

What Can I Cut?
You	can	cut	any	type	of	live	conifer	that	is	located	in	an	area	open	for	cutting.
Tress	can’t	be	taller	than	20	feet.
No	topping	trees;	(i.e.	no	cutting	the	top	10	feet	off	of	a	30	foot	tree).
Don’t	leave	a	stump	larger	than	six	(6)	inches	off	the	ground.
A	valid	permit	MUST	be	attached	to	each	tree	and	MUST	remain	on	the	tree	in	transit

Cheboygan Needle Drop-off
When:	Saturday,	December	14	from	9	am	–	1	pm
Location:	McLaren	Northern	Michigan	Cheboygan	Campus	Circle	Drive,	748	South	Main	
Street,	Cheboygan
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Village Hall News
Neighbors	continue	the	5-year	
battle	over	the	house	at	726	
Lakeside	Dr.	This	issue	was	
brought	before	the	recent	Zoning	
Board	of	Appeals.	Last	year	the	
controversy	was	over	a	paved	
entry	to	the	property’s	3-car	
garage,	the	paving	falling	onto	
the	village	owned	access	to	
Lake	Michigan,	a	public	piece	
of	land.	The	garage	has	a	second	
floor	housing	unit	which	was	
also	contested	as	being	a	second	
dwelling	on	the	property.	

This	past	year	the	house	had	to	
be	torn	down.	Now	the	owners	
want	to	build	a	5-bedroom	house	
on	the	property.	The	application	
says,	“	Block	A	Lots	55	and	
56	will	be	used	as	a	primary	
residence	of	John	and	Cathy	
Paquet.	Phase	I	of	construction	
consisted	of	a	three	car	garage	
with	living	space	constructed	
above	to	accommodated	[sic]	
extended	family.	The	living	
quarters	were	also	intended	to	
house	Cathy	Paquet	during	Phase	
II	construction	of	the	primary	
residence.	Phase	I	was	completed	
December	2015.	Phase	II	
construction	started	in	September	
2019	with	the	demolition	of	the	
exiting	[sic]	cottage.	Mrs.	Paquet	
will	be	monitoring	the	new	home	
construction	on	a	daily	basis	
and	is	expected	to	reside	in	the	garage	living	quarters	beginning	the	Spring	of	2020	to	the	completion	of	the	build.	The	
residence	will	consist	of	5	bedrooms	to	accommodate	the	Paquet’s	two	children,	their	spouses,	three	grandchildren,	future	
grandchildren	and	Mrs.	Paquets’	mother.”	Other	than	the	proposed	2-car	parking	space,	the	house	fits	within	the	setbacks	
(red)	as	long	as	the	village	access	parcel	is	not	interpreted	to	make	the	Paquet	property	a	corner	lot.	Should	it	be	deemed	
a	corner	lot	then	the	house	would	sit	in	the	much	larger	required	setbacks.	The	Paquet’s	attorney	contends	there	is	no	
“substantial	damage”	to	Mrs.	Hiser,	the	person	filing	these	complaints.	The	house	will	be	a	2-story	home	of	3,873	square	
feet	with	a	house	footprint	of	2,595	square	feet	according	to	the	Paquet’s	attorney.	

The	Hisers	contended	that	the	property	already	contains	a	single	family	residence,	the	housing	above	the	
garage,	so	additional	housing	is	not	permitted	in	this	R1	single	family	residence	zone.	The	Hisers	were	

Green is boundary encroachments
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appealing	the	decision	of	the	Village	Zoning	Administrator	to	issue	a	zoning	permit	which	authorized	the	new	house	
construction	at	726	Lakeside	Drive.	It	is	imperative	that	the	Zoning	Board	of	Appeal	does	this	correctly,	using	the	village	
attorney,	because	the	Court	of	Appeals	warned	that	if	the	Zoning	Board	of	Appeals	provided	inadequate	justification	for	
their	decision	they	“should	not	expect	the	Court	to	be	lenient.	A	ruling	against	the	village	in	the	next	round,	could	include	
much	more	that	embarrassment	and	further	injury	to	its	reputation,	it	could	include	tearing	down	or	moving	structures,	and	
possibly	even	money	damages.”	(from	Planning and Zoning News,	January	2019,	page	12).	The	Zoning	Board	of	Appeals	
ruled	that	the	construction	could	proceed	because	the	new	construction	will	be	attached	to	the	existing	garage	and	housing,	
thus	creating	only	one	house	on	the	property.	But	the	two	parking	spaces	proposed	on	Lakeside	Drive	are	not	allowed	by	
village	zoning	and	thus	cannot	be	created.	A	new	site	plan	drawn	to	proper	scale	will	be	submitted	to	the	village.

The	village	council	approved	the	following	special	events:
Winter	Fest	by	the	Visitor’s	Bureau	for	January	18	from	9	am	to	7	pm.	The	marina	lawn	will	be	used	by	4th	grade	
students	for	snow	sculpting	the	week	before	the	event	and	the	lawn	will	be	used	for	kids’	games	the	day	of	the	event.	
Shepler’s	parking	lot	will	be	used	for	Outhouse	Races,	sleigh	rides	will	be	provided	by	Marshalls	Fudge,	a	Chili	Cook	
Off	at	MaMa	Mias,	and	the	Poker	Walk	starting	at	BC	Pizza.

Council	also	approved	the	Visitor	Bureau’s	request	for	fireworks	from	May	2020	to	September	2020	with	possibly	three	
dates	in	October.	This	will	be	the	third	year	for	the	Friday	fireworks.

With	two	council	members	absent,	the	remaining	members	postponed	a	decision	on	the	Rusted	Spoke	request	to	place	
two	igloo-type	structures	in	the	village	right-of-way	on	S.	Huron	Ave	to	increase	their	business.	The	beer	igloos	would	be	
in	place	from	early	December	through	April	5th.	They	would	have	lighting	and	electric	heat.	The	domes	are	designed	to	
withstand	winds	up	to	31	mph	and	snow	up	to	90	pounds.	The	igloos	are	11’	9”	in	diameter	and	have	a	height	of	7’2”.	The	
structures	are	good	for	weather	down	to	-4	degrees	F.

Ron	Dye	was	reappointed	to	the	Planning	Commission	for	a	three	year	term		Manager	Wyman	reported	that	staff	is	
investigating	damage	to	the	pier	the	village	leases	to	Shepler’s	Ferry.

Work	on	next	year’s	budget	has	begun.	The	Historical	Society	requested	money	for	signage	areas	at	Heritage	Village	as	
part	of	the	village’s	contribution.	The	Village	of	Mackinaw	City	will	donate	$10,000	and	the	Historical	Society	will	invest	
$59,600	and	965	volunteer	hours	to	the	park	this	upcoming	year.

The	e-team	met	to	decide	its	future	as	a	committee.	It	was	felt	that	two	things	made	it	worth	continuing	to	meet:	1)	outside	
speakers	and	2)	a	chance	for	major	groups	in	town	to	meet	and	share	plans.	Housing	was	discussed	again,	particularly	
a	housing	study	that	included	Emmet	
County.	But	the	study	stopped	at	Pellston.	
It	showed	a	significant	demand	by	renters	
and	home	owners	in	the	communities	from	
Pellston	south.

The	Chamber	of	Commerce	facilitated	
a	meeting	with	Carlin	Smith,	President	
of	the	Petoskey	Chamber,	and	Michelle	
Cortright,	from	the	Boyne	Area	Chamber,	
to	discuss	their	experience	and	success	
in	developing	new	housing	in	their	
communities.	They	both	stressed	that	it	
took	a	lot	of	work	and	a	long	time	to	get	
anywhere	in	developing	new	housing.	It	
also	took	a	lot	of	input	from	community	
members.

The igloo domes the Rusted Spoke would 
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Enbridge now patrolling 24/7 checking freighter anchors for proper storage
In	October,	Enbridge	announced	a	trio	of	extra	
safeguards	to	reduce	the	risk	of	an	anchor	
strike	on	the	dual	Line	5	pipelines,	while	work	
continues	on	the	tunnel	project.	One	of	those	
safeguards	was	the	addition	of	two	support	
vessels	that	monitor	Straits	traffic.	Those	
vessels	have	been	on	the	water	since	mid-
October,	and	are	now	on	patrol	24/7—using	
forward-looking	infrared	(FLIR)	cameras	at	
night	to	confirm	that	ship	anchors	are	stowed.
This	near-term	solution,	along	with	a	vessel	
communication	system	and	high-resolution	
cameras,	makes	the	Straits	safer	for	all	utilities	
traversing	the	bottom	of	the	Straits.	Press 
release Enbridge

	

Trust Issues with Enbridge
Enbridge	again	has	created	questions	of	trust.	They	
had	one	of	their	borings	in	the	lake	bottom	collapse	
and	in	the	process	a	40-foot	piece	of	drill	rod	was	
stuck	in	the	bottom	at	245	feet	deep.	Also	another	
45-foot	piece	was	dropped.	Neither	is	a	big	issue,	but	
both	pieces	must	be	retrieved.	Their	drilling	permit	
requires	them	to	report	such	happenings	and	to	
retrieve	any	debris	“as	soon	as	work	can	reasonably	be	
accomplished	safely.”	

The	bigger	issue	raised	is	why	they	did	not	tell	the	
state	at	the	time	it	happened.	They	waited	two	months,	
until	the	sampling	was	totally	finished,	before	they	
told	the	state.	This	pattern	of	keeping	information	
away	from	regulators	and	the	public	is	the	reason	for	
so	much	concern	according	to	protesters.	Enbridge	has	
now	filed	a	retrieval	plan	with	EGLE,	which	has	30	
days	to	review	the	plan,	a	plan	that	can’t	be	executed	until	spring.

Enbridge	is	now	entering	the	design	phase	for	both	the	tunnel	itself	and	for	the	boring	machine	that	will	be	custom	built	
to	handle	the	lake	substrate.

Source:	https://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/petoskeynews.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/
editorial/a/cc/accec04a-16f4-11ea-93e4-ebbafc4dec8b/5de84d0ac0f22.pdf.pdf
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Enbridge Using Private Security in Straits - Doesn’t Help with Trust
Enbridge	hired	a	private	investigator	to	watch	protesters	in	
Mackinaw	City	last	summer.	This	news,	released	Friday	by	
Interlochen	Public	Radio	(IPR),	appears	to	surprise	no	one,	
especially	protest	leader	Nathan	Wright,	Sault	Ste.	Marie	Tribe	
of	Chippewa	Indians.

The	article	reports	two	emails	from	the	security	employee	
David	Egeler	working	for	Merrill’s	Investigations	&	Security	
Services	to	local	law	enforcement	units	including	Mackinaw	
City	police.	IPR	says	“The	emails	show	the	contractor	kept	
tabs	on	anti-Line	5	activists	(known	as	water	protectors)	in	
the	Straits	of	Mackinac	this	summer.	He	shared	information	
about	their	camp,	protests	and	social	media	posts	with	local	law	
enforcement.”

Wright	said	he	assumed	Enbridge	had	them	under	surveillance	
but	found	the	emails	to	be	“creepy.”	Most	creepy	is	the	second	
email,	sent	just	before	Labor	Day	Bridge	Walk,	which	opens	
with	a	comment	about	mass	shootings	across	the	country	before	
talking	about	the	Bridge	Walk.	

Holly	T.	Bird,	a	lawyer	for	tribal	protests,	said	it	sounded	like	

Egeler	was	trying	to	make	himself	appear	important,	perhaps	
to	get	a	contract	renewal.

Certainly	Mackinaw	City	police,	and	anyone	interested,	had	
noticed	the	protesters	on	Headlands	Road	outside	of	Enbridge.	
Every	time	I	saw	it	the	“protest”	amounted	to	two	or	three	
people	leaning	against	a	street	sign	chatting.	When	they	saw	
my	car	they	lifted	their	protest	signs	and	waggled	them	then	
went	back	to	chatting.

What	is	surprising	to	me	in	this	story	is	that	Enbridge	keeps	
walking	into	these	public	relations	problems.

https://www.interlochenpublicradio.org/post/emails-show-enbridge-private-security-keeping-tabs-activists-straits-mackinac

May 31, 2019
“Just a heads-up . . .

A couple of Line 5 protesters have established a base at the 
McGulpin Point Park (across the street from the Enbridge 
Mackinaw station).

So far they have been peaceful. They have carried a banner 
around and have walked the public street near the Enbridge 
station as well as near the drilling rig that Enbridge has for 
the core sampling.

We are adding uniformed security details at the Mackinaw 
Station and the St. Ignace valve site station for the weekend.

The protesters are livestreaming on Facebook trying to get 
more support and more “medicine” (they appear to be Native 
American).

I have instructed our crews that 911 is only to be called if 
there is an actual crime.

Please contact me directly if you need any further 
information.”

August 23, 2019

“Hi All:

In lights of the recent mass shooting across the country, I 
have confirmed with the Merrill’s and Enbridge social media 
monitoring staff that if any posts-communications should 
appear which indicate immediate harmful or dangerous 
activity (especially with the Bridge Walk and other protest 
activity scheduled for Labor Day weekend), we are 
immediately notifying the appropriate LE [Law Enforcement] 
agencies. This may seem obvious, however, I am 
ensuring timely notifications which will circumvent normal 
communication channels and endless email strings.

I will be in the Straits area for several days on either side of 
the holiday weekend. Please feel free to contact me should 
you wish to discuss this further. Thanks.”

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News
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Mackinaw City boy makes it in the Big Apple
Finding the eternal, the transient and infinite in nature

Sammy	Staffan,	son	of	Kim	and	Sam	Staffan,	wanted	to	be	an	artist	while	in	Mackinaw	City’s	school	with	no	art	program.	
He	studied	on	his	own	and	upon	graduation	launched	himself	to	New	York	City	to	find	his	place.	Once	there	he	re-branded	
himself	as	Samuel	Staffan	and	began	work	on	his	unique	voice.	He	is	now	21-years-old	and	has	found	an	art	form	based	
on	the	nature	he	grew	up	with.	This	past	weekend	he	had	his	first	solo	gallery	opening	in	New	York	City.	The	show,	
entitled	Eternity	in	an	Hour,	was	at	the	Antraniq	Gallery.	

He	works	in	layered	rice	paper	with	acrylics	to	create	multi-layered	nature-inspired	pieces.	Specifically	he	is	a	“Brooklyn-
based	artist	exploring	our	relationship	to	the	natural	world,	the	passing	of	time	and	the	fragility	of	memory.	Using	a	
range	of	techniques	from	a	self-developed	method	of	layering	and	tearing	rice	paper	as	a	way	of	‘adding	time’	onto	the	
paintings,	to	working	on	Japanese	papers	while	they	are	completely	saturated	with	water,	materiality	and	texture,	play	a	
huge	role	in	the	work.	Using	these	layered	and	weathered	surfaces	the	paintings	become	a	pursuit	to	examine	the	most	
extreme	fringes	of	human’s	relationship	to	time,	trying	to	find	the	eternal,	the	transient	and	the	infinite	in	nature.”

To	see	more	of	Samuel’s	works	go	to	his	web	site:	SamuelStaffan.com

This work has been excepted in Maison 10 
Gallery on Fifth Avenue.

In front of the media with Antraniq Gharibian, the gallery owner

Samuel giving his mom a big smile

Sammy wrote this visionary sentence in a 5th 
grade paper on his favorite place. 

photos by Sam Staffan
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Fall Raptor Watch Season Ends, New Season Begins
Looking	forward	to	next	spring	the	Mackinac	Straits	Raptor	Watch	has	announced	their	Mackinaw	Raptor	Fest	for	April	
3-5,	2020.	Mark	your	calendar	for	this	informative	event	with	many	
speakers	and	live	birds	of	prey.	This	year’s	keynote	speaker	will	be	Dave	
Cuthrell	on	Red-shouldered	Hawk	netting	in	Michigan.

The	Fall	Hawk	migration,	which	ran	from	August	20th	through	
November	10th,	wrapped	up	with	record	numbers.	A	total	of	13,531	
raptors	were	recorded	heading	south	over	the	Straits	of	Mackinac.	This	
number	tops	last	year’s	total	of	10,047	raptors	in	a	comparable	amount	of	
hours.	Sharp-shinned	Hawks	(3,957)	and	Red-tailed	Hawks	(2,640)	were	
the	most	numerous.	A	few	were	banded	and	with	pending	funding	more	
banding	is	anticipated	in	the	spring	in	Mackinaw.	Plan	to	come	in	the	
spring	to	the	birding	sites	identified	by	the	Hawk	Watch	sandwich	board	
which	moves	to	the	best	sites	each	day.

Owl	banding,	with	a	grant	from	TC	Energy	Foundation	(formerly	
TransCanada),	ran	from	mid-September	to	mid-November.	Owl	banders	
captured	and	released	289	Northern	Saw-whet	Owls,	4	Barred	Owls,	and	
2	Long-eared	Owls.

Lastly	the	trial	monarch	butterfly	banding	tagged	409	butterflies.	Now	the	waiting	begins	for	word	from	Mexico	if	any	
of	our	butterflies	were	recovered.	The	future	of	this	
program	awaits	this	winter’s	data.

Be Green for the Holidays - Reuse 
old paper not gift wrap
Don’t	forget	wrapping	paper.	According	to	one	
estimate,	25	percent	more	trash	than	usual	is	thrown	
out	between	Thanksgiving	and	New	Year’s.	A	recent	
study	also	found	that	Americans	spent	$12.7	billion	on	
gift	wrapping	in	2017.	A	whole	lot	of	that	paper	ends	
up	in	landfills	because	most	of	it	can’t	be	recycled.

One	way	to	bring	down	the	cash	and	environmental	
cost	is	to	use	gift	bags,	with	a	note	asking	that	people	
reuse	them.

You	could	also	use	paper	from	around	your	home.	The	
idea	is	to	be	creative	and	think	colorful.	That	could	
mean	using	newspaper	comics	or	old	road	maps.	Or,	
you	could	put	children	to	work	decorating	paper	bags	
for	gift	wrap.

The library is an enchanted place for students
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The Mackinac Bridge Authority loaned Mackinaw City one of the grates 
they replaced on the Mackinac Bridge. The 40 foot long and 5 foot wide 
grate will be installed in a village park with an interpretive sign. It arrived 
this week and Manager Wyman went to inspect it.

First graders enjoy the lighted house display in 
the library. Then they line up to march back to the 
school.

Second graders already want their own phone and marbles
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The	Parks	Board,	at	their	Open	House,	hosted	several	residents	with	ideas	about	village	parks.	Interestingly,	in	addition	
to	comments	on	village-owned	parks	they	also	expressed	concern	about	the	low	level	of	lighting	on	S.	Huron	Ave.	and	
Central	Ave.	feeling	that	it	was	discouraging	evening	shopping	and	making	the	roads	hazardous	when	a	pedestrian	tried	to	
cross	these	streets.	They	also	expressed	concern	about	two	state-owned	properties.	The	grassy	corner	of	S.	Huron	Ave.	and	
US-23,	south	of	the	Rusted	Spoke,	belongs	to	the	state.	Several	mentioned	that	this	is	one	main	gateway	into	town	and	
during	the	summer	the	grass	is	dead	and	weeds	are	common.	There	was	also	concern	about	the	park	east	of	the	entry	to	
Colonial	Michilimackinac	belonging	to	the	State	Historic	Parks.	The	condition	of	the	trees	and	the	early	evening	closure	
of	the	bathrooms	were	mentioned.	It	should	be	noted	that	revamping	this	park	is	on	the	State	Historic	Park’s	3-year	plan.	

The	Parks	Board	will	accumulate	the	comments	and	present	them	to	village	council.	The	Parks	Board	then	is	going	to	
focus	on	the	Recreation	Center.

Parks Board Open House

Church of the Straits Cookbook For Sale
by Willing Workers

Need	a	locally-produced	Christmas	present?	Consider	the	just	released	
Church	of	the	Straits	cookbook	for	sale	for	$15.	To	purchase	one	call	
the	church	office	at	231-436-8682.	

This	is	one	of	two	fund	raising	activities	of	the	newly	reformed	
Willing	Workers	group	of	the	church.	Patterned	after	the	1905	group	
of	women	at	the	Presbyterian	Church	called	the	Willing	Workers	
Society,	the	new	group	is	helping	with	activities	like	funerals,	
potlucks,	and	special	events	such	as	fund	raisers.	In	addition	to	the	
cookbook	fundraiser,	the	group	is	selling	Rada	kitchen	knives	and	
cooking	utensils.	There	are	order	forms	at	the	church.	
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Mackinaw History
Last	month’s	article	on	Citizen	National	Bank	included	an	article	on	the	embezzlement	that	caused	the	demise	of	the	First	
National	Bank,	Citizen’s	National	Bank’s	predecessor.	Several	people	asked	who	and	how	much	was	taken?	Dennis	Mikus	
provided	the	answer	with	three	newspaper	clippings	from	the	time.

The first article is dated June 10, 1930 (special edition). It says:

Bank Official’s Death Puzzling; His Accounts O.K.
	 Mystery	surrounds	the	finding	this	morning	of	the	body	of	Clyde	Miliken,	44	years	old,	in	charge	of	the	savings	
department	of	the	First	National	bank	here.	The	body	was	found	after	bank	examiners	had	spent	yesterday	going	over	the	
books	of	the	bank.
	 Miliken	had	been	shot	through	the	head	with	a	.38	caliber	revolver.	The	body	was	found	in	the	garage	of	the	
Miliken’s	summer	home	at	Burt	lake.
	 Sheriff	O.	H.	Gebhardt	declared	that	Miliken	had	committed	suicide.	On	the	other	hand	no	reason	for	Miliken	
killing	himself	could	be	advanced.	According	to	bank	examiners	and	officers	of	the	no	shortage.

June 11, 1930 the paper reported

Huge Shortage Wrecks Bank
Peculations* of $308,000 Discovered at Cheboygan after Official Kills Self.
	 The	First	National	Bank	of	Cheboygan	closed	its	doors	today	with	announcement	of	a	$308,000	shortage	in	its	
savings	department,	the	manager	of	which,	Clyde	Miliken,	44	years	old,	committed	suicide	Monday	night.
	 The	bank	was	closed	and	placed	in	the	hands	of	Henry	F.	Quinn,	examiner,	on	orders	of	the	board	of	directors,	
who	issued	a	statement	predicting	that	all	depositors	will	be	paid	in	full.
		 The	savings	department	of	the	bank	was	unusually	large	for	an	institution	of	its	size,	the	last	report	placing	
deposits	at	$866,860,	as	compared	to	$230,100	deposited	subject	to	checks.	The	shortage	was	said	to	have	resulted	from	
peculations	covering	a	period	of	several	years.
	 The	examination	which	resulted	in	discovery	of	the	shortage	was	a	routing	one.	Quinn	started	his	work	Monday	
morning,	and	that	afternoon	Miliken	left	the	building	and	drove	to	his	country	home	at	Burt	Lake.	His	body	was	found	in	a	
garage	there	the	next	morning.	He	had	been	shot,	and	a	revolver	belonging	to	the	bank	lay	beside	him.	Coroner	W.F.	Reed	
gave	a	verdict	of	suicide.
	 The	bank	had	been	in	business	nearly	half	a	century.	Miliken	had	been	connected	with	it	for	about	25	years.	In	
addition	to	his	position	at	the	bank,	he	had	interests	in	garages	here,	in	Petoskey,	Rogers	City	and	Onaway.	He	also	owned	
a	summer	resort.	He	was	president	of	the	local	Boosters	club	and	had	a	prominent	part	in	public	affairs.	He	is	survived	by	
his	widow,	his	mother,	and	a	brother,	all	living	here.
	 The	bank	has	a	capital	of	$50,000.	The	last	report	gave	its	surplus	as	$10,000.

June 13, 1930 the paper reported

Cheboygan Bank Receivers Named
Receivers	selected	by	the	comptroller	of	the	currency	are	on	their	way	to	Cheboygan	from	Washington	to	take	charge	
of	the	First	National	Bank,	it	was	announced	today	by	officials	checking	a	$308,000	shortage	in	the	accounts	of	Clyde	
Miliken,	receiving	teller,	who	killed	himself.	.	.	.	

*Peculation is synonymous with embezzlement
Clyde Miliken was a distant relative of Dennis Mikus. Clyde’s mother and Dennis’ great-grandfather Charles Stimpson were 
siblings. A family scrapbook provided the articles.
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STEM	projects	are	being	created	by	students	on	Monday,	Wednesday,	and	Friday	
in	Mrs.	Vieau’s	and	Miss	Lee’s	class.	This	project	was	to	design,	on	paper,	a	roller	
coaster	out	of	straws	that	
would	deliver	a	ping-pong	
ball	from	the	top	to	the	
end	flawlessly.	Then	they	
had	to	build	from	their	
plans	and	execute	the	
drop.

There	was	a	range	of	
designs	from	steep	to	
gradual,	from	many	twists	and	turns	to	a	few.	They	demonstrated	their	work	for	me.	
Not	every	group	wanted	to	display	and	not	all	worked	flawlessly.

Lessons learned as told by the students:
Gravity	is	predictable

Too	much	pliability	is	detrimental
More	turns	are	more	fun

If	it	is	too	flat	there	is	too	much	resistance

and	the	big	lesson	
BLUE	PRINTS	DON’T	ALWAYS	WORK	OUT

Make a Roller Coaster out of Straws

Students are (left to right, then down the page)
Nick Vieau, Addie Pietrowski, Conner Robertson, Amelia House, Ella Poumade, Lucas Bergstrom, Tristan Swanson, Katelynn 
Cross, Sean Postula, Grace Sroka, Gracie Beauchamp, Kim Kubont and Irena Ditta
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Chief Engineer Julie Neph
Julie	Neph	has	been	promoted	from	Assistant	Engineer	to	Chief	
Engineer	for	the	Mackinac	Bridge.	I	had	a	chance	to	talk	to	her	
about	the	change.

Julie	has	been	Assistant	Engineer	with	the	Mackinac	Bridge	for	
27	years.	She	explained	how	lucky	she	was	that	after	graduation	
from	Michigan	Technological	University	she	took	the	lowest	
paying	job	offer	she	had,	a	job	with	MDOT.	For	a	year	she	went	
through	their	Engineer	Development	Program,	a	program	that	
rotates	every	new	engineer	through	all	of	the	DOT	departments	
including	even	litigation,	before	the	trainee	picks	a	permanent	
job	assignment.	Just	as	Julie	was	leaving	the	development	
program	the	Assistant	Engineer	job	on	the	Mackinac	Bridge	
opened.	The	job	seldom	turns	over	and	her	timing	was	perfect.	
She	got	the	job	and	has	enjoyed	it	since.	

Initially	she	dreamed	of	one	day	moving	up	to	Chief	Engineer	
but	soon	a	family	of	two	sons	arrived	and	promotion	moved	off	
her	wish	list.	The	responsibility	for	a	family	was	enough.	When	
the	Chief	Engineer	job	opened	17	years	ago,	Kim	Nowack	took	
the	job.	They	have	been	a	working	team	since.	When	a	project	
came	up	they	decided	between	themselves	who	would	handle	
it.	They	both	managed	projects	in-house	and	contract	jobs.	It	
has	been	a	smooth	process	and	the	assistant	got	a	wide	range	of	
experience.	The	real	significant	difference	between	the	jobs	is	
that	at	5	pm	the	assistant’s	work	stayed	at	the	office.	That	was	
the	perfect	arrangement	for	a	mother	with	sons	at	home.

When	Kim	Nowack	was	promoted	to	the	director	job	and	the	Chief	Engineer	job	opened,	Julie	did	not	even	consider	
applying.	It	had	been	off	her	radar	for	so	long	it	just	never	occurred	to	her.	Reading	the	job	posting,	and	realizing	that	
both	sons	were	off	at	college,	it	dawned	on	her	that	she	might	want	the	promotion.	She	got	the	job	and	is	now	bubbling	
with	excitement	over	it.	She	is	ready	for	the	responsibility.	She	noted	that	it	has	changed	her	morning	commute	from	
Cheboygan;	when	she	crosses	the	bridge	now	she	realizes	that	the	ultimate	responsibility	falls	on	her.

Julie	started	life	in	the	Midland,	Michigan	area	and	started	to	think	of	engineering	in	high	school	as	her	older	brother	
set	off	to	Michigan	Tech	to	study	mechanical	engineering.	Julie	loved	high	school	drafting	and	considered	biomedical	
engineering,	mechanical	engineering,	or	architecture.	She	dismissed	studying	architecture	in	Detroit	for	engineering	at	
Michigan	Tech.	In	her	freshman	year	she	decided	civil	engineering	was	for	her.	I	asked	about	the	difference	between	
mechanical	and	civil	engineering.	Mechanical,	she	explained	was	work	on	functioning	machines,	things	with	moving	parts	
like	cars	and	washing	machines.	Civil	engineering	is	work	on	structures	like	roads,	bridges,	and	buildings,	places	that	
people	occupy.

Julie	loves	being	out	on	the	bridge	with	the	crew	solving	problems.	Engineers	draw	up	plans	and	set	project	goals	but	
the	bridge	staff	makes	the	drawings	work.	This	is	the	most	fun	part	of	the	job	says	Julie,	working	with	the	
crew	to	take	a	project	to	completion,	to	see	their	pride	and	happiness	in	their	accomplishments	as	they	finish	a	
challenge.	
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The	worst	part	of	the	job,	she	anticipates	after	being	in	the	job	only	two	
weeks,	is	being	in	front	of	an	audience	or	camera.	She	has	given	talks	to	
small	groups	and	they	went	OK.	But	she	is	nervous.

I	then	asked	about	upcoming	work.	The	tower	painting	and	road	grate	
repairs	are	over	for	the	season.	The	summer	workers	have	been	laid	off	
and	the	remaining	crew	will	focus	on	winter	maintenance.	Looking	to	next	
summer,	the	tower	painting	will	be	finished.	Seaway,	the	painting	company,	
will	work	from	scaffolding	starting	at	the	gray	and	white	stripe	they	left	
and	painting	down	to	the	bottom	both	on	the	exterior	and	on	the	interior	of	
the	tower.	The	tower	project	is	about	exactly	50%	complete.	There	is	not	as	
much	exterior	work	but	it	will	be	slow	because	painting	from	a	scaffolding	
is	labor	intensive.	More	effort	will	be	put	into	the	interior	as	there	are	more	
interior	spaces	to	paint.	By	the	end	of	next	year	the	long	process	of	lead	
paint	removal	will	be	totally	done.	

The	big	project	for	next	year	is	the	deck	study.	This	study,	by	outside	
consultants,	is	done	every	10	years.	The	experts	come	in	and	analyze	the	
decade’s	annual	inspection	reports	to	determine	the	rate	of	bridge	deck	
deterioration.	Last	time	the	conclusion	was	that	the	major	total	deck	
replacement	could	be	postponed.	That	gave	the	Bridge	Authority	time	
to	accumulate	more	money	to	pay	for	the	job,	thus	averting,	or	at	least	
postponing,	a	toll	increase.	The	results	of	this	deck	study	will	be	very	
important	for	the	timing	of	major	replacement	of	basic	deck	components.	
Aside	from	this	study,	next	summer	should	be	routine	with	grate	
replacement,	painting	project	wrap-up,	and	other	on-going	maintenance	
being	the	only	disruptions	to	traffic	flow.	Of	course	there	is	always	the	
unexpected.

Summer repair work is over, winter work now

Lots of nooks and crannies inside to paint
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Recollections from Gary Stokes
Gary	was	raised	in	Mackinaw	City	and	left	Mackinaw	in	1957.

Your	story	about	Ken	Teysen	woke	me	up.
My	mother	Emma	Stokes	started	working	for	his	dad	Harry	in	the	1940s	in	the	fort	museum	and	gift	shop	down	in	the	old	
fort	before	the	one	that	is	there	now.	She	managed	it	till	they	had	to	close	it	and	then	became	manager	of	the	gift	shop	at	
the	foot	of	the	dock.	Ken	managed	the	cafeteria	then	and	took	over	the	whole	business	when	Harry	died.	He	kept	mom	as	
manager	of	the	gift	shop	till	about	1975.	I	remember	the	living	room	of	our	house	this	time	of	the	year	back	in	the	late	40s	
&	early	50s	becoming	a	trading	post	for	the	Native	Americans	living	in	the	area	mostly	from	Cross	Village.	They	would	
bring	all	their	native	crafts,	mostly	baskets	and	birch	bark	and	porcupine	quill	boxes,	she	would	buy	them	for	the	shop.	
They	sold	for	low	prices	back	then	so	they	didn’t	get	much	for	them	but	it	gave	them	money	for	Christmas.	Those	items	
today	would	be	worth	big	bucks.

MY	MEMORIES	OF	MILL	CREEK

The	article	on	Mill	Creek	brought	back	memories	when	for	most	of	us	in	Mackinaw	back	in	the	40s	it	meant	two	things.	
The	train	engine	would	blow	its	whistle	at	the	road	crossing	really	long	so	we	knew	it	was	almost	home	especially	at	
night.	And	every	spring	it	was	an	all	night	gathering	with	a	big	bonfire	with	I	don’t	know	how	many	people,	some	with	
pickup	trucks,	waiting	for	the	conservation	officer	to	blow	the	whistle	so	we	could	go	in	the	creek	and	dip	smelt.	You	
could	dip	till	he	whistled	again	and	that	went	on	all	night.	Many	would	cook,	some	on	the	fire	almost	every	night	for	about	
a	week	or	till	the	smelt	run	stopped
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Smelt runs

The	smelt	came,	made	a	big	splash,	and	then	basically	disappeared.	What’s	the	story?

Smelt	are	an	invasive	species,	intentionally	planted	into	the	Great	Lakes	from	their	home	on	the	Atlantic	coast.	Michigan	
fishery	managers	in	the	early	1900s	had	planted	Atlantic	salmon	in	the	Great	Lakes,	and	knowing	the	salmon	liked	to	eat	
smelt,	the	managers	brought	along	the	smelt.	At	first	the	smelt	failed	to	reproduce	but	finally	a	population	took	root	and	
were	found	in	Lake	Huron	by	1925.	Both	salmon	and	trout	liked	to	eat	smelt,	keeping	the	smelt	numbers	under	control.

Then	another	invasive	species,	the	sea	lamprey,	entered	the	mix.	The	lamprey	numbers	soared	in	the	1950s	killing	off	
large	numbers	of	trout.	With	a	drop	in	the	trout	population,	the	smelt	numbers	soared.	Since	smelt	eat	baby	cisco	fish,	the	
soaring	smelt	numbers	meant	less	cisco.	

Then	came	the	smelt	crash.	It	occurred	earliest	in	Lakes	Huron	and	
Michigan	but	ultimately	in	Lake	Superior	too.	Why?	Disease	is	one	suspect.	
But	a	rebounding	balanced	ecosystem,	with	more	predators,	is	also	likely.	
Today	smelt	still	exist	in	the	Great	Lakes.	Some	years	there	are	more,	some	
years	less.	But	the	big	smelt	runs	of	1960	through	1978,	when	you	could	
scoop	out	a	truckload	in	a	night	or	two	are	gone.	The	numbers	of	lake	trout	
have	rebounded,	thanks	in	part	to	effective	lamprey	control,	and	now	trout	
eat	more	smelt	than	were	ever	harvested.

Smelt	have	been	introduced	into	smaller	inland	lakes	where	they	have	
diminished	the	populations	of	walleye	and	yellow	perch.	The	interactions	in	
nature	are	complex	and	sometimes	surprising.
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Temperature Expectations for the Straits

Winds are speeding up hence more wind energy
Worldwide	the	winds	have	been	slowing	since	the	1970s.	But	starting	in	
2010	this	trend	started	to	reverse.	The	strengthening	winds	have	increased	
potential	wind	energy	by	17%	from	2010	to	2017.	The	average	global	wind	
speed	has	increased	from	7	mph	to	7.4	mph.	The	trend	is	expected	to	persist	
for	about	10	years	before	it	reverses	again.	Global	wind	power	generation	
could	increase	by	34%	by	2024.

Source:	Climate	Change	at	https://www.nature.com

Global Wind Speeds Over the Years

North American Wind Speeds

page	18December 15, 2019

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News


