
Events in Mackinaw City 

     WEEKLY
Senior Chair Yoga - Tuesday 10 am Church of the Straits
Food Pantry - Wednesday 10 am - 11 am Church of the Straits
Pickleball - Sunday and Wednesday 6 pm; Monday thru Friday 9:30 am (subject to change) 
  or anytime you bring a friend

January 30 Wednesday
•	 Annual	meeting	Fort	Michilimackinac	Pageant	Committee,	library,	6:30	pm

February 1, 2, 8, 9
•	 Northland	Players	presents	“Happy	Groundhog	Day”	at	the	Dinner	Theater	of	Audie’s	($)

February 7
•	 Public	hearing	on	village	budget,	Village	Hall,	7	pm
•	 Athletic	Hall	of	Fame	Dinner	at	Audie’s,	6	pm	($)

February 8 Thursday
•	 Induction	Sports	Hall	of	Fame,	between	basketball	games,	school	gym

February 9 Saturday
•	 Talk	on	Astrophotography,	Headlands,	7	-	9:30	pm	$10

February 11 Monday
•	 Mackinaw	Area	Historical	Society	speaker,	library,	7	pm

February 13 Wednesday
•	 Historical	Society	Board	

meeting,	a	call	for	
participants,	library,	4:30	
pm

Christmas is over, gone are the trees
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Village Hall News
The	finance	committee	met	again	to	try	to	work	out	the	budget.	Topics	centered	on	the	cost	of	irrigating	village	properties,	
creating	a	water	bill	of	$77,700,	to	a	potential	new	police	officer	to	handle	village	code	enforcement	as	well	as	police	
work,	and	the	DDA’s	desire	for	flowers	and	interpretive	kiosks.	The	discussion	even	dwelt	on	whether	the	village	can	
afford	five	new	picnic	tables,	made	of	steel	and	composite	boards,	to	replace	rotten	tables	for	$4,500.	After	making	some	
corrections	and	adjustments	to	the	working	budget,	the	committee	decided	to	meet	once	more	to	look	at	yet	another	draft	
next	week.	The	above	decisions	will	probably	be	left	to	a	vote	of	the	full	council.

To	indicate	the	difficulty	in	the	budgeting	process	just	look	at	one	of	the	larger	expenses	-	attorney	fees.	In	the	year	ended:	
2016	the	village	paid	$104,000
2017	the	village	paid	$133,000
2018	the	village	paid	$98,000
2019	so	far,	the	year	that	will	end	February	28th,	$39,000.	
What	is	being	budgeted	for	next	year?	$81,000.

Hathaway Property gets $100,000 grant from TransCanada
TransCanada,	the	owners	of	the	other	pipeline	that	runs	through	Mackinaw	City	and	under	the	Straits,	
granted	Little	Traverse	Conservancy	$100,000	for	its	work	with	Mackinaw’s	school	and	the	Hathaway	
property.		Emily	Stibbs,	Community	Investment	Lead	at	TransCanada	said,	“As	a	result,	we	want	to	
ensure	we	are	investing	in	organizations	that	are	sustaining	Michigan’s	beautiful	natural	resources,	as	well	
as	teaching	the	next	generation	best	practices	for	protecting	land	and	wildlife.	This	program	is	the	best	of	all	
worlds	by	fostering	the	next	generation’s	interest	in	the	environment,	while	meeting	curriculum	requirements.”	
LTC	is	working	on	plans	for	the	property.

Emmet County cuts ties to Northern Lakes Economic Alliance (NLEA) 
NLEA	will	no	longer	serve	Emmet	County	but	is	expected	to	continue	to	seve	Cheboygan	County	(it	will	be	official	at	the	
Cheboygan	County	February	meeting).		The	Emmet	County	commissioners	would	only	sign	up	if	NLEA	would	cut	their	
fee	by	10%.		Despite	over	30	years	of	work	in	the	county,	when	NLEA	could	not	cut	their	rates	that	much,	the	partnership	
was	broken.	

NLEA	works	with	local	communities	to	create	economic	development.		They	are	the	group	that	is	energizing	the	e-team	
in	Mackinaw	City,	a	process	that	will	continue	because	it	is	funded	out	of	Chebogyan.		They	formerly	placed	the	Business	
Resource	Center	in	the	library,	provided	resource	information	concerning	economic	development	tools,	and	helped	
Mackinaw	connect	with	Northern	Homes	to	expand	housing	by	helping	build	the	three	houses	near	the	school	that	
Mackinaw	sold	to	local	families.	They	also	work	directly	with	businesses.	Details	of	that	work	are	confidential	so	how	
much	they	impacted	local	business	is	hard	to	judge.

Greg Teysen captured the super-moon 
lunar eclipse on the clear, cold night 
last Sunday

page	2 page	3January 27, 2019

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



First graders search for animals on Hathaway Property
Despite	the	16	degree	temperature,	the	twelve	first	graders	and	their	teacher	Christy	Beauchamp	hiked	the	Hathaway	property	
with	Sarah	Mayhew	on	Wednesday	to	look	for	signs	of	winter	life.	They	found	the	tracks	of	six	animals,	more	than	they	had	
seen	at	Headlands	in	years	past.	Tracks	for	a	squirrel,	fox,	coyote,	shrew,	mouse	and	a	grouse	were	identified.	The	grouse	
tracks	were	most	intriguing	with	the	amazing	impressions	made	by	their	wings	in	the	snow.	The	students	then	considered	
winter	hiding	places	for	these	animals	and	sought	out	such	places	to	demonstrate	their	potential.	The	students	learned	how	to	
categorize	tracks,	how	to	keep	warm	under	the	snow,	and	how	important	it	is	to	protect	this	wilderness.	Later	in	the	day	the	
kindergarten	students	came	out	and	added	rabbit	and	deer	tracks	to	the	list.

Sarah is showing Cecelia Barrett, Sam Strittmatter, Carter Jaggi, and 
Ethan Ford pictures of tracks and the animal who made them

Ella Kruczynski is hiding between two trees

Cobe Robertson, Carter Jaggi, and Clayton Van Orman 
get an explanation of the grouse tracks

Jaxon Benton looks very 
happy in his hiding place
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Linda Orlow, New Mackinaw City Area Arts Council Board Member
Linda	Orlow	will	be	a	new	face	on	the	Arts	
Council	Board	this	year.	Living	in	her	home/
studio	on	Douglas	Lake	she	may	be	new	to	
many	Mackinaw	residents.

Linda	is	a	fused	glass	artist	who	has	studied	
with	teachers	around	the	state	and	around	the	
country.	Her	mentor	is	Craig	Mitchell	Smith,	
a	downstate	artist	who	will	soon	be	moving	
to	Charlevoix.	But	Linda	has	studied	from	
Fredericksburg,	Maryland	to	Homer,	Alaska.	
Her	work	is	sold	at	Hanni	Gallery	in	Harbor	
Springs	and	in	Seasons	of	Mackinaw	here	in	
Mackinaw	City.

Linda	and	her	late	husband	retired	north	in	1999	
from	Oxford,	Ohio	to	be	near	this	ideal	sailing	
area	and	the	site	of	her	mother’s	former	girl’s	
camp.	While	racing	their	boat	they	operated	
the	sailing	schools	in	Charlevoix	then	Harbor	
Springs	for	15	years.	She	also	got	interested	in	stained	glass	which	led	directly	to	her	current	passion	for	fused	glass.

Linda	is	interested	in	many	dimensions	of	art	as	exemplified	by	her	recent	return	from	a	trip	to	Toronto	to	see	the	play	
Come From Away	and	the	inspiring	One	of	a	Kind	Show	at	Enercare	Center.	She	will	bring	a	breadth	of	experience	to	the	
Art	Council.	Be	sure	to	welcome	her	to	town.

Artwork photos compliments of Linda Orlow
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Mackinaw History

650 people came to Headlands after the cornerstone laying (numbers 
vary)

Roger McCormick and Roy 
Binkley

Roger McCormick as known by the Provosts
Roger McCormick was of the International Harvester Co. family (now spilt into Case IH and Navistar)

We	only	had	a	year	and	a	half	with	Roger	McCormick.	He	came	from	Chicago	and	his	parents	
were	supporters	of	the	Fourth	Presbyterian	Church	in	Chicago.	They	built	the	church;	they	
funded	the	church.	Cynical	locals	said	it	was	a	way	for	Mr.	&	Mrs.	McCormick	to	fund	a	path	
to	heaven.	The	church	was	known	as	the	Fire	Escape	from	Hell.	I	assumed	he	was	a	member	of	
that	church	but	was	pleased	with	his	commitment	to	Mackinaw’s	new	construction.

During	that	winter	of	1965-66	people	kept	telling	me	I	would	like	Roger	McCormick	but	he	
was	in	Europe.	He	later	told	me	that	he	owned	three	yachts.	He	knew	where	two	of	them	were	
but	forgot	where	he	left	the	third.	Not	to	worry,	he	concluded,	I	will	get	a	docking	bill	and	then	
know	where	it	is.	Roger	relayed	this	story	and	it	was	not	clear	if	it	was	a	tease	or	serious.	But	he	
was	rich.

In	the	summer	of	1965,	finally,	we	met	Roger	McCormick.	It	was	a	very	formal	type	greeting	at	the	time,	of	course,	
because	I	was	the	pastor	and	a	flunky	and	here	he	was	a	well-known	multi-millionaire	out	of	Chicago.	I	already	knew	
about	the	Fourth	Presbyterian	Church	and	his	family.	I	never	asked	him	if	he	was	a	member,	but	I	just	never	thought	
anything	else.	He	was	living	in	the	Val-Ru	motel	(14394 N Mackinaw Hwy, now gone) when	he	came	up	here.	Once	the	work	
on	the	church	intensified	he	bought	the	old	Catholic	nunnery	at	the	corner	of	Henry	and	Jamet	from	the	Catholic	Church	
(210 Henry St.).	He	began	furnishing	the	house.	He	even	had	a	Picasso,	an	original	Picasso,	in	the	house,	which	I	very	well	
remember.	The	architect	made	his	studio	up	on	the	top	floor.	It	was	very	rustic.	He	had	spray	painted	parts	of	the	beams	
and	rough	boards	but	not	other	parts,	put	up	all	kinds	of	special	lights	in	that	attic	area.	He	did	designing	up	there	because	
he	had	big	draftsman	tables.

Roger	did	a	lot	of	coming	and	going	and	he	had	a	lot	of	
guests.	Usually	guests	were	either	from	Europe,	people	
from	Italy	I	remember	one	time,	and	other	people	from	
Florida	would	come	up.	They	would	have	special	kinds	
of	big	cars,	like	classic	roadsters.	He	had	a	servant	there	
who	cooked	meals.	He	had	a	man	and	a	wife	and	a	little	
boy.	They	were	black	people,	very	cordial	and	often	
came	to	our	church.	I	remember	them	particularly	well	
at	Roger’s	daughter’s	wedding.	I	was	invited	to	do	the	
wedding	because	the	minister	of	the	Fourth	Presbyterian	
Church	was	on	vacation.	I	found	out	later	that	the	
wedding	was	probably	planned	to	coincide	with	his	
vacation.

Somehow	I	found	out	he	was	not	a	member	of	that	church	
and	never	had	been.	You	know	why?	Roger	very	plainly	
said	when	he	grew	up	as	a	child	he	remembers	the	elders	
coming	from	the	church	talking	to	his	mother	ad infinitum	
about	money	and	finances.	This	was	when	
he	was	12	or	13	years	old	and	this	made	a	
negative	impression	on	Roger.	I	remember	
from	seminary	training,	when	you	had	a	
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wealthy	person	in	your	congregation	you	never	talked	
finances,	either	indirectly	or	directly.	We	never	talked	
to	Roger	about	money.	Never.	One	time	Roger	was	on	
his	way	to	our	house	and	he	walked	around	to	the	post	
office	first	to	pick	up	his	mail.	He	then	put	it	in	his	jacket	
pocket.	One	piece	-	it	was	like	a	greeting	card,	sort	of	
large,	poked	at	him	so	he	decided	to	open	it	at	our	house.	
As	he	was	opening	it,	he	said,	‘Somebody	wants	some	
money.’	Then	he	alluded	to	the	fact	that	most	of	his	mail	
was	from	people	asking	for	money.	

McCormick’s	architect	was	a	protégé	named	Roy	
Binkley,	an	artist	in	skill,	personality,	and	mannerisms.	
You	could	see	how	Roger	McCormick	and	this	architect	
sort	of	fit	together.	It	reminded	me	of	the	old	European	
custom	of	the	king	having	artists	under	his	sponsorship.	
Patronage.	Roger’s	architect	had	already	drawn	plans	in	
a	very	similar	design,	but	he	much	reduced	those	plans	
to	fit	the	financial	scheme	of	the	church.

	When	it	came	to	building	the	parsonage,	Roger	asked	
to	be	kept	on	the	building	committee.	By	now	he	had	
officially	become	a	member	of	the	Church	of	the	Straits.	
The	parsonage	was	a	Methodist	design.	Roger	saw	the	plans	and	asked	where	was	the	fireplace.	No	fireplace.	He	then	
donated	the	money	to	put	in	what	he	considered	a	mandatory	fireplace	for	a	Mackinaw	parsonage.	It	was	controversial.	

The	Women’s	Association	bought	carpet	for	the	church.	Roger	bought	one	of	the	pews.	We	wanted	to	name	the	fellowship	
hall	for	Roger,	who	was	still	alive	at	the	time.	There	is	a	bronze	plaque	naming	the	Roger	McCormick	Fellowship	Hall.	Two	
months	later	he	died	of	a	brain	aneurysm.	

Inside	the	church,	on	the	wall	of	the	kitchen,	as	it	faces	into	the	fellowship	hall,	there	is	a	wooden	plaque	made	by	Archie	
Cosens	that	tells	this	is	the	Roger	McCormick	Fellowship	Hall.	It	was	made	out	of	two	pieces	of	lumber	-	one	piece	is	
Methodist	lumber	and	one	piece	is	Presbyterian	lumber.	I	was	so	really	proud	of	that	sign	and	we	misspelled	McCormick.	
And	Roger	saw	it!!	In	the	word	McCormick	we	had	the	little	“c”	wrong,	it	
was	up	and	should	have	been	down,	or	the	opposite.	The	original	error	was	
sanded	off	and	repaired.	(The wooden plaque is no longer there.)

One	of	the	things	he	(Roger)	told	us	personally	was	that	he	was	interested	
to	see	that	the	members	in	the	Church	of	the	Straits	would	never	have	to	
worry	about	finances.	This	was	said	to	Mariella	and	myself.	By	that	time	
our	kids	were	working	in	the	tourist	industry	and	we	were	thinking	perhaps	
they	could	go	to	college.	There	was	no	chance	of	that	before	Roger	saw	that	
we	had	no	financial	worries.	Before	he	died	he	had	given	$85,000	to	the	
church	and	another	$100,000	came	afterwards.	That	money	is	still	in	the	
endowment.	(It seems there was no such endowment.)

Roger	had	built	the	Headlands,	the	swimming	pool	and	guest	house.	His	next	
plan	had	been	to	build	“my	mansion”	as	he	called	it.	He	took	me	to	where	it	
was	going	to	be	and	there	were	stakes	in	the	ground.	There	was	a	long	view	
of	the	Straits	where	the	trees	had	been	cut	down.	What	it	would	have	been	I	
haven’t	any	idea,	but	money	was	no	object	with	him.

The top big window in Roger’s home was added to bring light into the 
architect’s drafting room
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I	was	invited	to	Chicago	to	marry	his	daughter,	Charlotte	Deering,	and	later	to	preside	over	his	funeral.	Roger	McCormick	
was	one	of	those	people	who	we	could	relate	with.	I	had	never	been	in	that	kind	of	society	until	I	was	invited	to	his	daughter’s	
wedding.	I	thoroughly	enjoyed	the	wedding.	But	I	can	remember,	before	I	went	down	to	Chicago,	Roger	asked	me	if	I	wanted	
him	to	rent	a	suit	for	me.	I	had	a	suit	and	so	I	said	no,	“Roger,	I	have	a	suit.”	He	didn’t	question	me	further.	It	was	my	preaching	
suit,	probably	a	$100	common	black	suit,	a	little	slick	at	the	elbows.	I	took	my	suit	to	Chicago	for	the	wedding	and	Roger	never	
said	anything	because	it	wasn’t	his	nature	to	correct	me.	But,	I	wish	he	had.	A	“suit,”	in	this	case	meant	a	tuxedo.	So	here	I	was	
at	the	rehearsal,	the	night	before,	in	my	suit	while	everyone	else	had	their	tuxedo.	This	was	true	of	the	wedding	as	well.	They	
had	a	public	reception,	a	grand	gala	affair.	It	was,	I	think,	at	the	Tennis	Club	of	Chicago.	They	had	three	huge	tents,	one	with	an	
orchestra,	refreshments	in	another.	And	here	I	was	in	my	country	suit.	Anytime	I	had	to	go	somewhere	while	there	I	traveled	in	
a	chauffeur	driven	limousine.	I	stayed	at	the	Drake	Hotel.	I	waited	in	my	room	and	the	concierge	would	telephone	me	that	my	
limousine	was	there.	I	would	go	down	and	they	would	usher	me	off	in	this	big	limousine	by	myself.	Before	the	wedding	Roger	
explained	that	they	were	short	a	limousine	and	would	I	mind	if	someone	rode	with	me	from	the	church	to	the	reception.	The	
limousine	could	easily	hold	six	or	seven	with	drop	down	seats	so	of	course	I	wouldn’t	mind.	It	turned	out	to	be	a	45	minute	ride	
with	Barry	Goldwater!

A	year	and	a	half	later	I	walked	into	the	church	at	8:30	one	morning	going	up	the	stairwell	and,	as	I	was	coming	in	the	phone	
rang.	I	picked	it	up	while	looking	at	the	plaque	the	congregation	had	just	put	up	for	Roger.	An	attorney	from	Chicago	informed	
me	that	Roger	McCormick	had	died	during	the	night.	Would	I	perform	the	funeral?	Of	course,	and	they	flew	me	and	my	same	
suit	down.

Roger’s	funeral,	which	was	in	Chicago	as	well,	was	not	in	the	Fourth	Presbyterian	Church	but	in	a	chapel	at	the	cemetery.	The	
funeral	was	for	the	family	of	30	or	40	people	and	much	more	formal	than	the	wedding.	Then	the	chapel	was	packed	with	people.	
Afterwards	we	went	to	the	McCormick	family	brother’s	large	apartment	for	a	luncheon,	maybe	50	-	60	people.	You	walk	in	and	
there	is	a	guard	who	asks	your	name	and	your	business.	Then	you	go	on	an	elevator	to	the	third	or	fourth	floor.	Their	attorney	
and	I	were	the	only	non-family	members.	It	was	obvious	to	me	that	I	was	out	of	my	league.	They	were	all	very	cordial.	They	
introduced	me	to	people,	seated	me,	and	saw	to	my	needs.	Roger’s	daughter,	that	I	had	married,	and	son	were	there.	

Roger Simon McCormick (February 7, 1920 - November 13, 1968)
Married Feb. 11, 1944 to Annette Walsh McClaran (Apparently divorced in 1960. I could not verify this.)
Daughter Charlotte Deering McCormick (died Aug 9, 2012 at age 67)
Son J. Peter McCormick (died June 7, 1987 at age 39) founder of the Headlands Indian Health Careers Program, job training for Indians

Obera Darling and Marian 
Sherman paint the walls

Ken Teysen, Keith Darling, Mike Sherman laying carpet 
(at least some of the carpet must have been laid before 
the church opened) page	8January 27, 2019
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A Michigan Versailles
By Patricia Moore, Chicago Daily News Aug. 22, 1967

MACKINAW	CITY,	Mich.	It	sounds	so	easy	when	Roger	McCormick	tells	why	he	has	a	summer	place	on	the	outskirts	of	
this	small,	uninteresting-looking	northern	Michigan	town.
	 “I	came	up	here	on	a	Mackinac	race	and	liked	it,”	he	shrugs.
	 The	town	itself	is	on	a	tip	of	land	best	known	today	as	the	jumping	off	place	for	Mackinac	Island	and	as	the	
southern	terminus	of	the	Mackinac	Bridge	the	longest	suspension	bridge	in	the	world.	The	main	street,	two	blocks	short,	is	
lined	with	fudge	shops,	a	roller	rink	and	assorted	stores	and	business	offices.
	 But	a	mile	or	so	out	of	town	is	Headlands,	the	woodsy	estate	of	the	47-year-old	McCormick.	He	first	bought	about	
600	acres	and	later	acquired	a	tree	farm,	making	the	total	almost	1,000	acres.
	 Here	among	miles	of	white	birches,	pines	and	cedars,	McCormick	bulldozed	roads	(sometimes	operating	the	
equipment	himself)	and	built	a	house	that	would	be	spectacular	in	any	setting.	In	this	secluded	woods	it	verges	on	the	
unreal.

	 It	could	be	a	scene	from	a	James	Bond	
movie.	The	hero	is	spirited	to	a	desolate	area	
where	the	head	of	a	spy	network,	hidden	from	
the	world	in	a	super	modern	setting.
	 Visitors	to	Headlands	bounce	along	
a	rough	road,	avoiding	tree	stumps	in	the	
flickering	sunlight	of	the	deep	woods.	The	
car	makes	a	sharp	turn	toward	the	lake	at	a	
widening	of	the	road.	At	the	foot	of	an	incline	
is	a	brick	wall,	and	behind	it	rises	a	tall	glass	
and	brick	house.	Walk	around	the	wall	and	you	
find	a	60	by	40	foot	swimming	pool.
	 Visual	effects	were	carefully	considered	
by	McCormick	and	his	architect,	Roy	
Binkley.	A	person	can	stand	at	one	end	of	the	
swimming	
pool	and	gaze	
across	its	

jets	of	water	and	
through	the	glass	walls	of	the	house	to	Lake	Michigan.	The	main	living	room	area	within	
these	glass	walls	is	sunken	so	as	not	to	obstruct	the	view.
	 The	house	is	called,	logically	enough,	the	pool	house.	It	is	just	the	first	step	in	
reaper	heir	McCormick’s	grand	plan	for	Headlands.	It	is	estimated	that	he	has	spent	
$500,000	already.
	 The	foundation	for	the	40-foot	high	four-bedroom	guesthouse	has	been	poured	
half	a	mile	further	along	the	lake-front.	Land	has	been	leveled	for	tennis	courts,	and	
McCormick	pinpoints	where	the	“master	garage”	and	servants’	quarters	will	go.	But	he	
isn’t	talking	about	the	main	house	yet.
	 Headlands	is	just	part	of	McCormick’s	attachment	to	Mackinaw	City.	He	
commissioned	Binkley	to	design	a	modern	octagonal	church	and	gave	it	to	the	city.	The	
overflow	at	the	Protestant	services	sits	in	a	room	adjoining	the	church	proper.	It	is	named	
McCormick	Hall	and	Roger	proudly	notes,	“it	is	the	biggest	hall	in	Mackinaw	City.”	The	
donor	offered	the	church	to	the	Methodists	and	Presbyterians	for	joint	occupancy.
	 McCormick’s	own	ecumenism	extends	to	his	current	residence.	While	work	goes	

A Chicago  newspaper article about McCormick and Headlands from 1967
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on	Headlands	he	lives	in	the	rectory	of	an	abandoned	
church	in	town.
	 McCormick	keeps	a	Mercedes	200	and	a	1937	
Rolls	Royce	said	to	have	been	owned	by	Nazi	Foreign	
Minister	Joachim	von	Ribbentrop.	He	sometimes	uses	
them	to	tool	down	to	Harbor	Springs	for	dinner.	But	most	
of	the	time	he	prefers	to	use	a	medium	priced	car	to	swing	
along	the	roads	at	Headlands,	checking	on	the	progress.
	 The	pool	house,	although	completed	structurally	
last	year,	is	not	finished.	Floor	cushions	ordered	from	
Thailand	and	iron	gates	from	Mexico	have	not	been	

delivered.	The	lower	level	recreation	room	is	empty	except	for	an	
electric	kitchen	that	is	a	duplicate	of	the	one	upstairs	in	the	living	
area.
	 The	pool	house	has	two	bedrooms	each	with	its	own	bath	
complete	with	sunken	marble	tub.	A	tapestry	by	the	late	French	
architect	Le	Corbusier	hangs	in	one	of	the	bedrooms.	McCormick	
is	talking	about	bringing	a	Picasso	or	possibly	an	El	Greco	to	
Headlands	from	his	Chicago	home.	The	idea	seems	to	appeal	to	
him	because	he	would	transport	them	by	Brinks	truck.
	 It	is	the	kind	of	grand	planning	that	could	make	Headlands	the	
Versailles	of	the	north	woods.

“The	history	of	this	singular	Phantom	III	Cabriolet	begins	in	1937	when	German	
Ambassador	to	the	Court	of	St.	James,	Baron	Joachim	von	Von	Ribbentrop,	placed	
an	order	for	a	new	Phantom	III	chassis.	While	it	may	seem	most	unusual	that	

a	high-ranking	German	official	would	order	a	brand-new	Rolls-Royce	just	a	few	years	before	the	outbreak	of	combat	
between	England	and	Germany,	a	glance	into	the	Baron’s	affairs	sheds	light	on	this	intriguing	situation.

While	serving	as	Ambassador	to	England,	von	Ribbentrop	developed	a	relationship	purportedly	founded	on	espionage	
with	Wallis	Simpson,	wife	of	prominent	businessman	Ernest	Simpson	and	mistress	of	King	Edward	VIII.	Although,	at	the	
time,	members	of	British	high	society	thought	that	von	Ribbentrop	and	Simpson	were	having	an	affair,	it	is	
now	believed	that	the	relationship	involved	the	purchasing	of	information,	perhaps	an	even	more	scandalous	
connection	given	the	events	that	followed.

Was this Roger’s car? Does anyone remember seeing it 
on the streets of Mackinaw?

Here is the story according to http://www.coachbuild.com/forum/viewtopic.
php?f=121&t=589&start=0

Looking from the second floor down into the sunken living room
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Roy Cole turned up a photo of double interest. This is the groundbreaking for the Church of the Straits with Reverend Start 
(I misspelled it in the last edition). To the left in the gray coat is Don Bell and to the far right in the blue suit is Keith Darling. 
The house in the background is Elton Dagwell’s, the marine reporting station, before the Campbells built the house we see 
there today. You can see why Nancy thought it a was big big house as a kid.
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Furthermore,	it	is	well	documented	that	von	Ribbentrop	actively	cultivated	
the	support	of	the	British	elite	in	hopes	of	support	for	an	Anglo-German	
pact	–	a	matter	that	the	FBI	took	seriously	enough	to	advise	President	
Roosevelt	of	the	possibility	of	a	von	Ribbentrop-Simpson	romantic	
complication	and	likelihood	of	high-level	espionage.	Roosevelt	was	even	
heard	to	comment	that	Simpson	“played	around...with	the	von	Ribbentrop	
set.”

Upon	completion,	Rolls-Royce	shipped	chassis	3BT187	to	the	prestigious	
Voll	&	Ruhrbeck	workshop	in	Berlin.	In	February	1938,	Baron	von	
Ribbentrop	was	appointed	to	the	position	of	Foreign	Minister	and	he	
returned	to	Germany,	taking	the	opportunity	to	review	the	progress	on	his	
uniquely	Teutonic	Phantom	III.	Its	bold	styling	and	grandeur	suggest	that	the	car	was	commissioned	with	the	belief	that	
it	would	eventually	return	to	England,	where	it	would	serve	as	von	Ribbentrop’s	parade	car	after	the	fall	of	the	Allied	
powers.	Fortunately,	it	was	not	to	be.

Some	time	later,	the	Phantom	III	migrated	to	the	US	where	it	found	its	way	into	the	hands	of	an	American	collector	with	
whose	family	the	car	has	remained	since.”

FAKE	NEWS?
This	information	came	from	a	online	bulletin	board	and	some	people	contested	this	story.	But	all	posts	agreed	the	car,	
whether	owned	by	Ribbentrop	or	not,	was	custom	built	and	ended	up	owned	by	a	wealthy	American	family.	Roger	must	
have	believed	the	Ribbentrop	story	because	he	relayed	it	to	the	newspaper.
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Jon	Vachow	sent	this	photo	of	the	inside	of	Teen	Townhall.	I	asked	Jon	for	more	information.	(My	questions,	his	answers.)

What	was	happening	in	this	photo?
•	 As	kids	showed	up,	they	would	start	looking	for	best	friends,	girl/boy	friends.	Also	to	get	on	the	next-up	list	for	games.	
•	 When	crowded,	it	could	be	a	scramble,	securing	seating.	
•	 Don’t	recall	any	food	or	drink	being	provided.
•	 Ages	of	the	kids	shown:	16,	17,	17,	14,	17

Was	the	building	open	only	for	certain	hours?
•	 Don’t	recall	the	open	hours;	but	it	seems	it	was	mainly	evening	hours.	
•	 Winter	(greatest	need):	School,	or	school	events	/	sports	sucked	up	late	afternoon	time	slots.	Without	a	car	in	the	winter-

time,	it	was	mighty	cold	walking	around	main	street	(so,	more	need).	
•	 However:	Basketball	games	(if	AWAY)	wouldn’t	leave	many	kids	or	parents	in	town,	so	less	of	a	need	for	a	hang-out	room.
•	 Summer:	Beaches,	bon-fires,	walking	around	looking	for	girls/guys	could	all	happen	without	as	much	need	for	a	hang-out	

room.

What	games?
•	 Bumper	pool,	I	think.	Too	small	for	ping-pong.	Too	crowded	for	darts.
•	 For	today’s	world:	WiFi	and	a	fast	internet	connection	would	suffice	for	texting	to	BFF	across	the	table.

Were	you	around	when	it	closed?
•	 I	was	long	gone	for	college	when	it	closed.	The	things	swirling	around	impacting	the	location	of	the	Teen	Townhall	were:
•	 Jane’s	Beauty	Salon	proximity
•	 O’Brien	mini-golf	facility

The	construction	building	which	became	the	Teen	Townhall	was	somewhat	portable	being	built	on	construction	skids;	which	
would	make	it	fairly	easy	to	move.

Jon	then	quoted	a	report	on	Muriel	McRae,	“In	1975,	she	was	nominated	State	of	Michigan	Mother	of	the	Year.	
She	was	particularly	proud	of	her	role	in	establishing	the	“Teen	Townhall”,	a	safe,	fun,	and	well-monitored	teen	
hang-out	club	built	in	a	building	recycled	from	the	Mackinac	Bridge	construction.”
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More on Teen Townhall
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This article was provided for me by Aaron J. Berndt, Indoor Radon Program, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

Radon	is	a	naturally	occurring	radioactive	gas	that	is	tasteless,	odorless,	and	colorless.	It	comes	from	the	radioactive	decay	
(breakdown)	of	radium,	which	comes	from	the	radioactive	decay	of	uranium,	both	of	which	are	found	in	at	least	trace	amounts	
in	almost	any	kind	of	soil	or	rock.	Granites,	shales,	phosphates,	and	certain	other	types	of	rock	have	higher	than	average	
concentrations	of	uranium,	and	as	such,	may	produce	higher	concentrations	of	radon.	However,	the	amount	of	radon	in	a	
house	is	affected	by	other	factors	in	addition	to	the	concentration	of	uranium	in	the	underlying	soil.	Elevated	radon	levels	
can	occur	even	in	areas	with	low	concentrations	of	uranium	in	the	soil	or	rocks.	The	Michigan	Department	of	Environmental	
Quality	encourages	everyone	to	test	regardless	of	where	you	live,	age	of	the	home,	or	foundation	type.	The	test	must	be	run	
when	the	house	is	closed	up,	so	winter	is	the	time	to	test.

Radon	is	a	Class	A	carcinogen,	which	means	it	is	known	to	cause	cancer	in	humans.	It	is	the	second	leading	cause	of	lung	
cancer	after	smoking,	and	results	in	approximately	21,000	lung	cancer	deaths	in	the	United	States	each	year.	Not	everyone	
who	breathes	radon	will	develop	lung	cancer.	Your	risk	is	determined	by	such	things	as	how	much	radon	is	in	your	home	(and/
or	workplace,	school,	or	other	indoor	environment);	the	amount	of	time	you	spend	there;	and	whether	you	smoke	or	have	ever	
smoked.	The	longer	you	are	exposed,	and	the	higher	the	radon	level,	the	greater	the	risk.

When	a	problem	has	been	confirmed,	we	encourage	hiring	a	professional	radon	mitigation	contractor	to	help	you	reduce	the	
levels.	Radon	mitigation	contractors	are	not	certified	or	licensed	in	Michigan.	So,	you	are	encouraged	to	use	a	person	who	is	
certified	by	the	National	Radon	Proficiency	Program	or	the	National	Radon	Safety	Board.

Occasionally,	when	the	radon	levels	are	extremely	close	to	
the	guideline	of	4	picocuries	per	liter	(4	pCi/l),	caulking	and	
sealing	radon	entry	points	may	be	enough	to	bring	the	radon	
down	to	acceptable	levels.	However,	caulking	and	sealing	does	
not	always	provide	the	reduction	you	need,	and	it	is	seldom	a	
long-term	solution	to	a	real	radon	problem.	In	most	cases,	a	
professional	contractor	would	install	a	radon	mitigation	system	
and	provide	a	guarantee	of	levels	below	4	pCi/l.	There	are	other	
methods,	but	a	radon	mitigation	system	is	the	most	common	and	
cost-effective	technique	used	in	Michigan.	A	radon	mitigation	
system	uses	a	suction	point,	vent	pipe,	and	a	radon	fan	to	
remove	radon	gas	from	under	a	home	and	exhaust	it	above	the	
roof	where	it’s	safe.

The	cost	of	a	radon	mitigation	system	in	Michigan	can	vary	
significantly	depending	on	where	you	are	in	the	state	and	who	
you	hire.	A	typical	range	in	price	would	be	$800-$1,500.

Attached	is	a	map	of	Michigan	with	the	percentage	of	elevated	
test	results	by	county.	Statewide	26%	(1	in	4)	of	the	radon	test	
results	are	showing	elevated	levels.	In	Cheboygan	County,	7%	
of	the	radon	test	results	show	elevated	levels	but	that’s	not	a	
good	reason	not	to	test.	The	only	way	to	know	if	you	have	a	
radon	issue	is	to	test	your	home.

For	more	information	about	radon	testing,	mitigation,	levels	
across	the	state,	etc.,	visit	http://www.michigan.gov/radon.	For	a	
free	packet	of	information	about	radon,	e-mail	radon@michigan.
gov,	or	call	us	at	1-800-RADON	GAS	(1-800-723-6642).	

Winter is the time to test for radon in your house (Radon action month)
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As I was cleaning my basement, ridding it of newspapers I wrote long ago, I was fascinated as I glanced over the papers from 25 years 
ago.  It was notable what has changed and what has not changed.  So I thought I would run a short column of what was happening 
here 25 years ago.  (The paper back then was a monthly so this will be a once a month column.)

A	revised	sign	ordinance	was	being	enacted.		
Controversy	festered	over	what	to	do	with	
non-conforming	signs:	should	they	be	
grandfathered	or	be	removed	over	a	few	years?		
The	conclusion,	which	we	still	live	with,	is	
they	are	grandfathered	unless	the	remodeling	is	
greater	than	25%	of	the	value	of	the	sign	or	if	
repairs	to	damaged	signs	are	greater	than	50%	
of	the	value.

The	village	received	a	grant	for	$128,250	from	
the	state	for	the	Recreation	Complex.		The	
grant	paid	for	a	regulation	Little	League	field,	
partially	for	four	tennis	courts,	and	for	paved	
parking	lots	east	of	the	school	and	east	of	the	ice	rink.	The	village	accepted	bids	from	environment	firms	for	cleanup	of	
the	railroad	properties	from	Nicolet	St.	east	to	the	lake.	The	village	wanted	to	value	those	properties	for	possible	purchase.	
They	included	the	railroad	dock,	the	area	around	the	depot,	and	the	alley	south	of	Central	Ave.	Chris	Hogg	was	hired	to	
build	our	Historic	Pathway	and	apply	for	grant	funding.

The	DNR	received	bids	and	planned	to	proceed	to	remove	the	Marathon	oil	tanks	on	S.	Huron	where	Conkling	Park	now	
sits.	MDOT	announced	to	Mackinaw	City	that	the	three	long-distance	bus	routes	serving	the	city	would	likely	be	reduced	
to	one	by	the	end	of	the	year.	Greyhound	had	two	lines	into	Mackinaw	and	Indian	Trails	had	one	subsidized	route	into	
town.	Old	photos	show	that	Greyhound	had	been	around	a	long	time.

Controversy	raged	over	the	finish	work	of	the	Downtown	Streetscape	on	Central	Ave.	The	brick	paver	sidewalk	left	
many	businesses	with	a	gap	between	the	sidewalk	and	their	storefront	of	about	one	foot.	Supposedly	each	storeowner	
could	decide	if	that	foot	was	also	to	be	filled	with	bricks	on	the	condition	the	storeowner	paid	for	that	work.	In	fact,	all	
stores	were	done	and	the	contractor	expected	every	store	to	pay	whether	they	had	agreed	to	the	plan	or	not.	Denny	Beach	
objected.

Basketball	was	struggling	with	the	JV	team	only	having	six	players	and	varsity	only	eight.	The	Mackinaw	City	Skating	
Association	was	starting	it	sixth	season	of	youth	hockey	on	outdoor	ice,	drawing	around	100	participants.

Colonial	Michilimackinac	announced	it	would	
be	open	for	two	winter	weekends	in	association	
with	Mush	and	the	Snowmobile	Drag	Races.

The	Woman’s	Club	was	celebrating	its	80th	year.	
Senior	Citizens	had	chosen	the	best	Christmas	
decorated	buildings	in	their	annual	
bus	ride	around	town.

25 YEARS AGO January 1994
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For	those	enjoying	Mackinaw	City	from	afar	it	was	minus	1ºF	with	winds	of	13mph	at	this	time.	For	those	enjoying	it	up	
close,	more	shoveling.
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