
Events in Mackinaw City 

     WEEKLY
Senior Chair Yoga - Tuesday 10 am Church of the Straits
Food Pantry - Wednesdays 10 am - 11 am Church of the Straits
Pickleball - Sunday and Wednesday 6 pm; Monday thru Friday 9:30 am (subject to change) 
  or anytime you bring a friend

January 9 Wednesday
•	 Audubon	lecture	“Mammal	and	other	Highlights	of	Pigeon	River	Country	State	Forest,”	Cheboygan	Library,	6	pm

January 12 Saturday
•	 Polar	Nights	-	Audie’s	Scholarship	Fund	Raiser	($)

January 16 Wednesday
•	 Memorial	Day	Parade	Dinner	Fund	Raiser,	Audie’s,	4	-	7	pm

January 18 - 19 Friday - Saturday
•	 WinterFest
•	 Outhouse	Races,	Saturday,	Shepler	Parking	Lot,	2	pm
•	 Art	Council	Display	at	Mackinaw	Clothing,	Reception	3	pm	Friday

January 27 Sunday
•	 Celestial	highlights	of	new	year,	Headlands,	5	-	7	pm
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“Mammal & Other Highlights of Pigeon River Country State Forest”
Wednesday,	January	9,	Audubon	Lecture	at	Cheboygan	Library,	6	pm

Thoughts	of	“Pigeon	River	Country”	may	bring	to	mind	elk	and	morels,	birds	and	
butterflies,	rivers	and	sinkhole	lakes,	meadows	and	forests,	hiking	and	fishing.	The	
Pigeon	River	State	Forest	is	the	largest	least	developed	“wilderness”	in	Michigan’s	
lower	peninsula	and	very	diverse.	Scott	Whitcomb,	Unit	Manager	of	the	Pigeon	
River	Country	State	Forest	will	highlight	these	and	other	special	features	of	this	
impressive	local	resource.	The	public	is	welcome	to	come	and	enjoy	this	presentation.	
Light	snacks	will	be	served	following	the	presentation	in	the	Cheboygan	Library	on	
Wednesday,	January	9,	2019,	6	pm.

A Time of Great Loss
Three	great	Mackinaw	leaders	have	passed	away	in	the	last	six	weeks.	We	owe	much	of	the	current	look	and	feel	of	
Mackinaw	City	to	these	three	ladies.	They	shaped	town	by	serving	on	village	council,	the	gardening	club,	the	historical	
society,	the	library	board,	Arts	Council,	Woman’s	Club,	Chamber	of	Commerce,	and	on	and	on.	We	will	all	miss	them.

Ruth Morse Betty Teysen Nancy Campbell

The sign shop has a blank white surface for a sign. Is this the most effective of all?
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Mackinaw History
The Marine Recording Business
This story was told to me years ago by Nancy Campbell.

Nancy	was	a	third	generation	Mackinaw	City	resident.	Ordinarily	you	
would	say	the	family	has	put	down	its	roots	but	in	this	case	it	might	be	
more	appropriate	to	say	the	family	put	down	its	anchor.	Nancy’s	great-
grandfather,	Harry	Thomas	Dagwell	left	London	in	1871	and	arrived	in	
Indian	River	with	his	wife	and	son	Charles	T.	Dagwell,	after	stops	in	
Canada	and	Ohio.	The	entrepreneurial	Dagwells	started	Indian	River’s	
Dagwell	Boat	Works,	building	30	to	40	foot	steam-powered	launches	
which	travelled	the	inland	waterway.	

At	the	age	of	17	with	some	nautical	experience,	Charles	left	home	and	
ventured	north	to	Mackinaw	City	to	work	for	the	marine	reporter	Forrest	
Stimpson.	The	marine	reporter	watched	for	and	relayed	information	
to	and	from	passing	ships.	He	reported	the	time	at	which	he	spotted	
the	passing	ships	to	the	parent	companies	so	they	could	followed	their	
property’s	progress	through	the	lakes.	As	his	assistant,	Charles,	undoubtedly	relieved	Forrest	from	the	non-stop	duties	
and	probably	ran	errands.	When	Forrest	died	in	a	boating	accident,	Charles	continued	to	work	for	his	widow,	transporting	
packets	to	the	passing	boats	and	helping	keep	the	24-hour	vigil.

In	1893	Charles	diversified	his	work	and	started	a	new	weather	station	in	Mackinaw.	He	relayed	weather	forecasts	to	
passing	boats	by	running	signal	flags	up	a	tower.	(The	tower	now	stands	beside	the	lighthouse	museum.)	As	he	gained	
financial	independence	he	proceeded	to	marry	Norva	Hollabaugh,	daughter	of	Edward	Hollabaugh	a	civil	war	veteran	
who	homesteaded	in	the	area	know	as	Ohioville	west	of	Indian	River.	They	had	a	son	Elton.	In	1896	Charles	took	over	the	
marine	reporting	business	and	moved	it	into	the	family	home	at	the	location	where	his	granddaughter	Nancy	and	husband,	
Dick	Campbell,	took	up	residence.	While	the	original	home	has	been	replaced,	the	garage	where	Charles	built	the	famous	
Mackinaw	boats	still	stands.	Charles	used	these	small	boats	to	carry	
mail,	groceries,	and	communications	from	the	boat’s	home	office	out	

to	the	passing	vessel.

Charles	must	have	been	quite	an	
athlete	because	he	was	a	champion	
oarsman,	performing	well	in	Detroit	
against	Englishmen	from	the	famous	
Thames	rowing	team.	He	won	
many	prizes	with	his	rowing	talents	
including	such	non-useful	items	as	
a	diamond	stick	pin	and	pearl	opera	
glasses.	He	went	in	for	other	sports	
as	well.	He	raced	bicycles	along	the	
railroad	tracks,	and	built	and	raced	ice	
boats	for	winter	sport.

Nancy Campbell N
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Nancy snowshoeing in the family's backyard. 
Lake Huron is in the background.

page	2 page	3January 6, 2019

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



Elton,	his	oldest	son,	was	born	and	raised	in	Mackinaw.	Schooling	was	always	important	to	the	Dagwells.	When	Elton	
finished	the	10th	grade,	the	highest	grade	available	in	Mackinaw	at	the	time,	he	transferred	to	Pellston	and	graduated	
with	the	class	of	1912.	After	graduation	he	worked	at	assorted	jobs	including	helping	Louis	Liebeck	in	the	grocery	store,	
transporting	food	to	the	lumber	camps,	and	building	the	Catholic	parsonage,	at	the	corner	of	Jamet	and	Henry.	After	the	
parsonage	was	built, Elton and Louis took off for California stopping along the way in Chelsea, Michigan. There Elton 
met his future wife, Genevieve Weber. 

In California Elton diversified his skills by working in a bakery. But he soon returned to Michigan and married Genevieve 
in 1917. His bad feet and job at the railroad freight office kept him out of World War I. Elton and Genevieve started a 
family at their home located where the Super 8 now resides, 601 N. Huron. The family started with two girls, then nine 
years later in 1930 a third girl, Nancy, was born. 

After the death of her grandparents and then uncle in 1932, the marine reporting business fell to Nancy’s father and with 
it the family house. To report on passing ships required that they move into the big, big waterfront Huron Ave. house 
with its five bedrooms, living room, dining room and parlor at 308 N. Huron. Here Elton reported ship passages until 
1960 when he retired. By this time the shipping industry had developed a ship’s whistle code that let the marine reporter 
and everyone in town know which ship was passing. If the howling winds broke up the long and short whistle blasts the 
Dagwells had a telescope to identify the name and company. This information was transferred through the Western Union 
Telegraph station at the railroad depot to newspapers across the country and the weather was collected and reported to the 
National Weather Bureau.

During World War II reporting of vessel passages was banned for national security. Once the war concluded, ships were 
carrying ship-to-shore radios and a marine reporter was no longer critical. At age 65, Elton retired from marine reporting 
and was not replaced. He continued reporting to the Weather Bureau until 1969.

Liebecks hasn’t really changed in looks. What is there now? 
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Electric Vehicle Charging Station 
Placement Preliminary Study
Mackinaw	City	will	need	more	chargers

The	ideal	locations	and	the	number	of	electric	vehicle	(EV)	
chargers	along	well-traveled	Michigan	highways	were	
revealed	in	a	preliminary	modeling	analysis	that	is	part	of	a	
study	funded	by	the	Michigan	Energy	Office	(MEO).

The	study	looked	at	three	scenarios	for	EV	placement	and	
investment.	A	low-tech	model	would	have	598	charging	
outlets	with	an	investment	of	roughly	$28	million.	The	
high-tech	model	calls	for	128	charging	outlets	with	an	
investment	of	just	over	$14	million.	A	mixed	scenario,	which	anticipates	a	70	kilowatt-hour	(kWh)	car	battery,	uses	a	150	
kilowatt	(kW)	charger	and	recognizes	that	vehicles	with	smaller	batteries	–	or	degraded	batteries	–	will	be	on	the	road,	
estimates	193	charger	outlets	at	an	investment	of	about	$21.5	million.

Results	of	the	study	will	be	used	by	the	MEO	as	it	makes	available	$9.9	million	over	the	next	three	years	to	locate	
chargers	across	the	state	as	part	of	the	public	network,	said	Robert	Jackson,	director	of	the	MEO.	The	money	comes	from	
the	2016	Volkswagen	diesel	settlement.	

This	year,	the	MEO	initiated	steps	toward	developing	an	effective	DC	fast-charging	network	ensuring	worry-free	travel	
through	Michigan	by	2030.

Mackinaw’s current charges can handle four cars at one time and since late July 40 or 50 cars 
have used the stations. We will need more chargers if projections are correct.page	4 page	5January 6, 2019
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Hall of Fame Class of 2019
Induction,	Tuesday,	January	8,	school	gym	-	Dinner	Thursday	February	7,	6	pm,	Audie’s

by Adam Stefanski

We	are	pleased	to	announce	the	Mackinaw	City	Athletic	Hall	of	Fame	Class	of	2019	with	two	former	standout	student-
athletes:	Leo	Terrian	and	Julie	Schneider.	Leo	and	Julie	are	members	of	the	4th	class	to	be	entered,	and	will	be	the	9th	and	
10th	members	following	their	induction	this	winter.	

Leo Terrian – Athlete Class of 1957
Leo	Terrian	is	a	1957	graduate	of	Mackinaw	City	High	School	who	has	long	been	known	as	a	former	Comet	standout	on	
both	the	gridiron	as	a	football	player	and	the	court	as	a	basketball	player.	On	the	football	field,	Leo	was	an	all	conference	
selection	as	both	a	halfback	and	a	linebacker.	On	the	court,	Leo	starred	in	and	was	a	member	of	some	dominant	teams	
under	Hall	of	Fame	coach	Francis	McMahon.

Julie Schneider – Athlete Class of 1987
Julie	Schneider	was	our	Valedictorian	and	Class	President	in	the	MCHS	Class	of	1987.	A	two-sport	standout	in	both	
basketball	and	softball,	Julie	is	considered	one	of	the	top	female	athletes	to	ever	walk	the	halls	of	MCPS,	as	well	as	
serving	as	an	excellent	role-model	to	her	peers.	Following	her	career,	the	MCPS	Board	of	Education	recognized	her	
accomplishments	formally.	Julie	scored	1,131	career	points	in	basketball,	one	of	only	four	girls	to	do	so.	She	was	also	
named	MVP	as	both	a	junior	and	senior	and	earned	all	conference	recognition	all	four	years	and	All	State	Honorable	
Mention	by	the	Detroit Free Press	as	a	senior.	Julie	was	also	an	all	conference	and	all	district	catcher	on	the	softball	team.

Dinner Information:
Thursday,	February	7th	at	6	pm	in	Audie’s	Banquet	Room.	Tickets	are	$20	per	person	and	may	be	reserved	ahead	of	time	
by	contacting	Adam	Stefanski	by	email	at	astefanski@mackcity.k12.mi.us	or	phone	at	231-436-8211	extension	3.	We	
would	much	appreciate	advanced	
reservations	so	that	we	can	prepare	a	
head	count	for	the	dinner.	You	may	
pay	for	your	ticket	at	the	door	and	do	
not	need	to	pay	in	advance	to	reserve	
your	seat	for	dinner.

Induction:
We	will	honor	and	celebrate	Leo	and	
Julie	between	games	at	the	Girl’s	
and	Boy’s	Varsity	Doubleheader	
basketball	game	on	Friday,	February	
8th	against	Boyne	Falls.	The	girls	
will	play	first	at	5:30	pm,	with	the	
induction	taking	place	before	the	start	
of	the	boy’s	game.

If	you	have	a	former	athlete,	coach,	
team,	or	contributor	that	you	
would	like	to	nominate	for	future	
consideration,	we	accept	applications	
until	October	1st	and	forms	may	be	
found	on	our	athletic	website,	www.
mackinacitycomets.com.
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Road Salt got expensive
We	all	know	that	prices	constantly	go	up.	
But	amazingly	the	price	of	road	salt	went	
up	roughly	40%	since	last	winter,	according	
to	Mike	Karll	our	DPW	Supervisor.

Mackinaw	City	buys	its	road	salt	like	
it	buys	its	cars,	by	pooling	with	other	
municipalities	in	the	state	through	MIDeal.	
The	state	negotiates	a	price	for	everyone	
in	the	program;	Mackinaw	pays	an	annual	
membership	to	belong	to	the	pool.	This	
season	salt	is	costing	$76.09	a	ton;	last	
season	it	was	$55.89.	Why	such	a	jump?	
According	to	industry	sources	there	is	a	salt	
shortage.	Last	season’s	heavy	use	coupled	
with	a	work	strike	at	two	major	suppliers	
combined	to	drive	up	the	prices.

But	the	good	news	is	that	salt	is	not	a	major	
factor	in	Mackinaw’s	budget.	We	only	use	
about	200	tons	a	season,	or	four	gravel	
train	loads.	Mike	said	he	was	surprised	at	
how	little	Mackinaw	uses.	In	part	this	is	because	we	mix	two	
parts	sand	with	one	part	salt.	The	sand	gives	traction	and	helps	
break	up	the	salt	for	even	distribution.

We	buy	the	salt	in	50	ton	increments	and	are	ready	to	order	
another	100	tons	for	the	remainder	of	the	winter.	The	salt/
sand	mix	is	spread	on	the	major	roads	first,	roads	like	Central,	
Huron,	Nicolet,	Langlade,	Louvigny,	and	Straits	Ave.	Then	
the	mix	goes	on	intersections	in	residential	streets.	Lastly,	if	
necessary	it	goes	on	the	remainder	of	the	roads.

Since	it	is	budget	season	at	Village	Hall	we	all	need	to	
remember	that	some	costs	are	far	beyond	our	control	and	the	
extra	$4,000	we	paid	for	salt	this	year	is	one	of	those.

Salt is stored on the left and sand on the right

page	6 page	7January 6, 2019

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



Village Hall News
The	following	committees	met	and	reported	on	their	priorities	for	2019.	The	village	council	approved	these.

The	Marina	Committee	will	prioritize	working	with	the	
state	to	turn	the	State	Dock	into	a	cruise	ship	destination	
and	make	the	south	side	of	the	Fishing	Pier	a	docking	
location	for	the	Icebreaker	Mackinaw	(the	museum).	The	
state	has	indicated	great	interest	in	this	as	cruise	ships	are	
getting	bigger	and	need	a	bigger	dock.	But	neither	the	
village	nor	the	state	has	money	for	the	project.	The	village	
has	also	asked	the	Coast	Guard	to	consider	Mackinaw	as	
the	home	port	of	the	next	northern	Michigan	icebreaker,	
which	is	still	on	the	drawing	boards.	Beautification	of	
the	marina	will	continue	with	the	former	wooden	deck	
on	the	south	side	of	the	marina	replaced	with	pavers	and	
re-landscaped	after	the	removal	of	the	old	cedar	bushes.	
Otherwise	the	marina	will	work	to	rebuild	its	finances	after	
several	years	of	major	grant	projects.	Two	former	goals,	
a	diesel	fuel	tank	and	pier	upgrades	will	be	completed	
with	the	spring	weather,	hopefully	before	Memorial	Day.	
Seasonal	slip	renewals	went	out	this	week.

The	Parks	and	Recreation	Committee	also	completed	two	major	projects	last	year.	They	updated	the	Recreation	Plan	and	
they	inventoried	all	of	the	village	parks.	So	their	project	list	for	this	year	is	1)	Update	the	Hike	and	Bike	Plan	including	
work	on	the	Lake	to	Lake	Trail	(formerly	the	Crosstown	Trail),	an	inventory	of	all	trails,	and	implement	the	Trail	
Committee	Recommendations	made	last	summer,	2)	replacement	of	the	village	bleachers,	which	are	being	used	more	
and	moved	more,	with	units	that	are	designed	to	be	mobile	and	meet	current	safety	standards,	and	3)	move	the	Disk	Golf	
course	to	an	open,	poison-ivy	free	area	near	the	ball	fields.	A	sidewalk	along	Lake	St.	will	await	the	sewer	and	water	
upgrade	and	road	resurfacing	in	probably	five	years.

The	Utilities	and	Green	Initiatives	Committee	learned	that	a	second	water	tower	will	be	built	by	the	well	at	the	west	end	
of	Pond	St.	as	soon	as	the	$6	million,	40-year	loan	from	the	USDA	is	finalized.	Well	#1,	east	of	the	school	drilled	in	the	
1950s,	will	be	re-drilled	because	it	has	become	beset	with	sand	infiltration.	The	new	water	meters	that	will	record	more	
detailed	usage	information	are	being	installed	in	all	homes	now.	Consumers	Power	will	be	encouraged	to	switch	more	of	
the	big	sodium	vapor	street	lights	into	LED	lights.		The	village	will	monitor	the	electric	bills	since	the	swap	out	of	village	
lights	done	by	the	non-profit	Energy	Reduction	Coalition	last	April.	Those	new	light	fixtures	were	supposed	to	reduce	the	
village	light	bill	by	20%	in	the	first	year.

The	Donald	Thompson	Memorial	Softball	Tournament	will	no	longer	be	managed	by	the	Village.	The	Chamber	of	
Commerce	has	agreed	to	manage	the	annual	September	tournament	for	the	next	five	years	and	provide	advertising	and	
publicity.	The	Village	will	co-sponsor	the	tournament	and	will	not	charge	the	Chamber	for	the	use	of	the	field.	The	Village	
will	continue	to	cut	the	grass,	stripe	the	baselines,	and	put	out	the	bases	for	the	event.

The	new	village	council	agreed	to	the	Village	Council	Rules	and	Procedures	outlined	in	the	new	manual	with	a	few	
clarifications.	These	specify	the	use	of	Robert’s	Rules	of	Order,	the	structure	of	the	agenda,	when	the	public	
can	speak,	and	the	standing	committees	of	the	council.	It	was	noted	that	although	the	public	can	speak	during	
a	meeting	it	is	only	if	they	are	recognized	by	the	village	president.	They	must	give	their	name	before	speaking,	
but	it	is	no	longer	legal	to	ask	for	their	address.	It	is	also	no	longer	legal	to	require	the	audience	to	turn	off	their	
phones,	only	to	mute	them.

The wooden deck has been removed and the council approved 
removing the rather bare cedar bushes at the marina picnic area.
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The	Tree	Board	met	and	discussed	removing	the	overgrown	bushes	south	of	the	marina	building.	They	also	gave	
permission	to	Jim	Thompson,	who	is	busy	building	a	house	at	the	corner	of	Farley	and	the	undeveloped	Canyoun	St.,	to	
remove	two	trees	in	the	village	right	of	way	on	Canyoun	so	that	Consumers	can	put	in	a	power	pole	to	supply	electricity	to	
the	house.	The	only	stipulation	is	that	Thompson	remove	any	debris	from	the	road	right	of	way.

The	DDA	held	its	mandatory	January	meeting	but	did	not	get	a	quorum.

More	council	committees	met	on	Friday	after	the	council	meeting	to	outline	their	priorities.	Their	lists	will	be	used	in	the	
Finance	Committee’s	first	review	of	the	budget	being	held	on	the	8th.	These	priorities	will	not	be	finalized	until	the	next	
council	meeting

The	Facilities	Committee	priorities	are	1)	the	N.	Huron	Ave.	rebuild	which	might	be	done	by	2021	if	funding	is	available,	
2)	a	comprehensive	street	assessment,	3)	work	toward	a	fire	and	public	safety	building	plan,	4)	Village	Hall	re-purposing	
and	ADA	compliance	with	a	view	to	ultimately	moving	Village	Hall	to	the	second	story	of	the	marina	building	allowing	
better	parking	and	a	better	space	for	council	meetings,	5)	dispose	and	re-purpose	village-owned	land,	6)	digitize	the	
cemetery	records,	and	7)	extend	sidewalks	where	needed.	Local	street	needs	include	paving	Cadillac	street	where	it	goes	
under	I-75,	re-paving	Lakeview,	and	re-paving	the	Farley-Nokomis	curve.

The	Safety	Committee	will	1)	ask	the	council	to	approve	the	concept	of	setting	aside	a	portion	of	each	year’s	budget	for	
the	replacement	of	police	cars.	The	village	owns	three	police	vehicles,	two	are	Explorers	(2017	and	2018).	These	are	
generally	replaced	every	three	years	or	just	before	they	reach	100,000	miles	to	maximize	the	trade-in	value.	The	third	
vehicle,	the	Tahoe,	is	the	command	vehicle	and	since	the	Chief	spends	considerable	time	in	the	office	doing	paperwork	
that	vehicle	does	not	accumulate	miles	as	quickly	and	is	replaced	every	seven	years	or	so,	Number	2	priority	is	to	focus	on	
the	Fire/Public	Safety	Complex	and	Equipment	(This	was	also	on	the	Facilities	list.)	Number	3	priority	is	the	committee	
still	wants	to	look	for	ways	to	get	the	state	to	pay	their	share	of	fire	and	safety	services.	For	example,	even	thought	the	
Fort	is	wooden	and	carries	some	fire	risk	the	State	does	not	help	pay	for	our	fire	department	costs	even	though	they	rely	
on	our	service.	Number	4	priority	
is	to	hire	a	parking	enforcement	
officer	for	the	summer	to	try	to	keep	
Island	visitors	from	parking	in	prime	
spots	downtown.	Lastly,	priority	
5	is	to	work	on	pedestrian	safety	
enhancements.

Momentum, the clothing store, left 
downtown at the end of the season 
because of a change in the length of 
a guaranteed lease rate. Let’s hope 
something moves in.
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Watch Freighter Activities from this 
Past Year
Crew	videos

The	Interlake	Shipping	Company	has	just	released	
photos	and	videos	taken	by	its	crew	last	year	as	a	sort	
of	digital	calendar.	If	you	like	freighters	you	can	see	it	
here.	https://www.mlive.com/expo/life-and-culture/g66l-
2019/01/647b8249ff944/great-lakes-freighter-crews-sh.
html

Mackinac Straits Christmas Bird Count, December 18
The	weather	was	nice	for	the	annual	Christmas	bird	count	this	year,	being	partly	cloudy,	temperatures	in	the	20s	with	
winds	light,	and	2	to	3	inches	of	snow	on	the	ground.	There	were	22	field	observers	and	4	feeder	watchers.	The	total	
species	counted	was	44	with	2,820	individual	birds	counted.	Numbers	seemed	down	from	other	years.	Missing	from	
this	year	were	the	large	flocks	of	Redheads	that	usually	gather	at	the	north	end	of	the	bridge.	A	small	flock	of	about	500	
ducks	was	too	distant	to	identify.	Highlights	for	the	day	were:	90	Long-tailed	Ducks,	21	White-winged	Scoters,	224	Snow	
Buntings,	31	Pine	Grosbeaks,	48	Common	Redpolls,	and	26	Evening	Grosbeaks.

Canada	Goose	cw*	
Bald	Eagle	9	
Pileated	Woodpecker	9	
Brown	Creeper	1
Mute	Swan	11	
Cooper’s	Hawk	1	
N.	Shrike	1	
Dark-eyed	Junco	5
White-winged	Scoter	21	
Red-tailed	Hawk	1	
Blue	Jay	57	
Snow	Bunting	224
Am.	Blk.	Duck	4	
Rough-legged	Hawk	1	
Am.	Crow	93	
N.	Cardinal	19
Mallard	139	
Duck	Species	(no	id)	500	
C.	Raven	19	
Pine	Grosbeak	31

Redhead	51	
Herring	Gull	60	
Blk-capped	Chickadee	336	
House	Finch	5
Bufflehead	cw	
Rock	Pigeon	139	
Tufted	Titmouse	1	
C.	Redpoll	48
Long-tailed	Duck	90	
Mourning	Dove	51	
R.B.	Nuthatch	19
Am.	Goldfinch	129
C.	Goldeneye	204	
Ruffed	Grouse	3	
W.B.	Nuthatch	21	
House	Sparrow	4
Hooded	Merganser	cw	

Sharp-shinned	Hawk	1	
Golden-crowned	Kinglet	6	
Downy	Woodpecker	35
C.	Merganser	33	
Red-bellied	Woodpecker	4	
European	Starling	268	
Evening	Grosbeak	26
Red-breasted	Merganser	60	
Hairy	Woodpecker	17	
Red	Tailed	Hawk	1	
Purple	Finch	1	
Pine	Siskin	5	
Am.	Goldfinch	186	
Total Species 44
Total 2820
*cw means it was sighted during the 
current week

Mackinaw Raptor Fest will be April 5 - 7 this year. 
Watch for upcoming information
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Governor Whitmer asks Attorney Nessel for formal opinion on Tunnel Authority Law
The	Governor	reviewed	the	Mackinac	Bridge	Authority	authorizing	legislation	from	1952.	Based	on	her	review	she	asked	
these	six	questions	of	the	Attorney	General.	Undoubtedly	these	will	form	the	basis	for	upcoming	legal	debates.	Whitmer	
asks	that	no	decisions	on	the	tunnel	be	made	until	the	legal	issues	are	resolved.

1.	Is	the	independent	Corridor	Authority,	created	within	the	Mackinac	Bridge	Authority	legislation,	consistent	with	the	
intent	of	that	original	legislation?

2.	Does	the	requirement	that	members	of	the	board	of	the	Corridor	Authority	serve	for	six	years	or	more	violate	the	
constitutional	mandate	under	section	3	of	article	5	of	the	Michigan	Constitution	of	1963	that	the	terms	of	office	of	any	
board	or	commission	created	or	enlarged	after	January	1,	1964	must	not	exceed	four	years?

3.	Does	Act	359	revise,	alter,	or	amend	other	sections	of	law,	including	any	restrictions	on	the	construction	or	operation	of	
a	tunnel	included	in	section	18	of	Public	Act	214	of	1952,	in	a	manner	that	violates	section	25	or	article	4	of	the	Michigan	
Constitution	of	1963?

4.	In	contrast	to	general	acts	providing	for	the	creation	of	authorities	(see,	for	example,	the	Regional	Transit	Authority	
Act	of	2012,	the	Regional	Convention	Facility	Authority	Act,	and	Chapter	6A	of	the	Aeronautics	Code	of	the	State	of	
Michigan),	is	Act	359	a	special	or	local	act	prohibited	by	the	Michigan	Constitution	of	1963	because	a	general	act	could	
have	been	made	applicable	instead?

5.	Does	the	Corridor	Authority	possess	any	power	not	constitutionally	and	explicitly	granted	to	it	by	Act	359?

6.	If	the	Corridor	Authority	was	not	created	in	a	manner	that	conforms	with	the	Michigan	Constitution	of	1963,	is	the	
Authority,	its	board,	and	action	taken	by	the	board	void?

The Corridor Authority’s attorney from the AG’s office James Shell, Board member Mike Nystrom, hired consultant Valerie Brader at $375 an 
hour, and Board members Tony England and J.R. Richardson
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Village Ponders DDA Start-Up
Nearly	twenty	people	attended	a	public	hearing	on	proposed	Ordinance	No.	107	providing	for	the	creation	of	a	Downtown	
Development	Authority	(DDA)	for	the	Village	of	Mackinaw	City.	The	hearing	and	ordinance	are	the	result	of	a	resolution	
passed	by	the	Village	Council	on	November	30,	1984.

Voting	in	favor	of	the	resolution	of	intent	to	establish	the	DDA	were	President	Ron	Wallin	and	Trustees	Paul	Desy,	Jeff	
Hingston,	Neil	Downing	and	Florence	Tracy.	Trustee	Jack	Matthews	cast	his	vote	against	the	resolution;	Trustee	Audrey	
Jaggi	was	absent.

Ordinance	No.	107,	as	presented	by	Village	Manager	Lew	Steinbrecher	and	Village	Attorney	Mike	Hackett,	calls	for	
boundaries	to	include	Huron	Avenue	with	the	State	Ferry	Dock,	the	Railroad	Dock,	the	Village	Marina	and	the	city	park;	
three	and	one-half	blocks	of	Central	Avenue;	and	the	railroad	properties	between	Huron,	Central	and	Nicolet	Avenues.

Concern	was	expressed	by	several	over	the	limited	size	of	the	DDA	boundaries.	Kenneth	Teysen,	owner	of	Teysen’s	
Cafeteria	and	Museum	on	South	Huron	Avenue	wrote,	in	a	letter	to	Steinbrecher,	that	“The	businesses	located	along	
Huron	Avenue	are	as	much	a	part	of	the	business	district	as	those	on	Central	Avenue.	It	is	unfair	to	exclude	them	from	any	
program	of	improvement.”	Teysen	also	wrote	that	he	supports	“the	whole	concept	as	a	progressive	move	finally	enabling	
the	Village	to	act	as	a	whole	to	present	a	unified	appearance	and	philosophy.”	(Teysen	owned	412	S.	Huron	Ave.)
Steinbrecher	responded	that	the	limited	area	was	chosen	to	ensure	the	success	of	the	DDA.	He	said	he	was	concerned	that	
the	DDA	would	“bite	off	more	than	we	can	chew.”	A	major	project	for	the	three	and	one-half	block	Central	Avenue	district	
could	require	several	million	dollars	and	a	great	deal	of	time.	Steinbrecher	contends	that	creating	several	projects	of	this	
magnitude	at	one	time	could	result	in	administrative	and	logistical	problems.

Ron	Crandell,	owner	of	the	Voyager	Gift	Shoppe	on	South	Huron	Avenue	said,	“When	I	hear	about	the	DDA,	I	thought	
it	was	a	wonderful	idea.	We	consider	ourselves	apart	of	Mackinaw	City,	but	it	seems	Huron	Avenue	is	often	ignored.	We	
have	to	look	at	the	town	as	a	whole.(Crandell	owned	512	S.	Huron	until	June	1989.	Now	that	site	houses	Alice’s	Kandy	
and	Korn.)

Steinbrecher	said	that	the	DDA	could	expand	to	include	South	Huron	Avenue	as	well	as	other	areas	after	its	initial	success	
on	Central	Avenue.	He	emphasized	that	it	would	seem	unfair	to	property	owners	included	in	an	enlarged	DDA	boundary	
to	be	forced	to	support	the	first-phase	development	in	the	downtown	area.

Steinbrecher	reported	that	there	were	two	methods	of	funding	the	DDA.	The	first	is	a	two	mil	[sic]	levy	within	the	
boundaries.	He	stressed	that	only	those	properties	within	the	district	would	be	assessed.	This	money,	$3,000	to	$4,000,	
would	provide	administrative	and	development	funds	for	the	DDA,	allowing	identification	of	the	needs	of	the	
area	and	establishment	of	methods	for	major	project	funding.

The	second	method	would	be	through	a	variety	of	sources	such	as	Federal	grants	and	loans.	These	monies	
could	be	repayed	[sic]via	a	Tax	Increment	Financing	District.	Steinbrecher	explained	that	this	involves	

DDA dwindles to two meetings a year, enthusiasm gone
As	the	DDA	laments	its	lack	of	funds	and	cuts	back	to	the	minimal	required	number	of	meetings	per	year,	I	was	surprised	
by	the	initial	enthusiasm	and	hopes	for	this	organization	reported	in	this	old	article	on	the	start-up	of	the	DDA.	It	was	
1985,	thirty-four	years	ago,	and	the	paper	lists	the	news	director	as	Ruth	Morse,	so	I	suspect	she	wrote	the	article.	The	
paper	was	published	by	Ted	Hugger,	and	the	Editor	was	William	A.	Orlowski.	An	annual	subscription	cost	$12.	The	
masthead	and	a	map	of	the	DDA	are	on	the	following	page.	Today	the	DDA	millage	generates	about	ten	times	the	dollar	
amount	that	it	did	at	the	start,	meaning	the	value	of	properties	downtown	has	increased	ten	fold	since	1985.	Here	is	the	
January	8,	1985	article.
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“freezing”	the	assessed	value	of	properties	in	the	district.	All	taxes	on	properties	up	to	this	assessed	value	would	continue	
to	go	to	the	existing	governmental	units.

When	the	assessed	value	of	those	properties	increases,	that	tax	on	the	increased	value	only	would	be	earmarked	for	
repayment	of	DDA	obligations.	In	other	words,	local	government	still	gets	the	tax	money	it	receives	now,	and	only	new	
tax	money	generated	by	increased	property	values	(usually	as	a	result	of	the	DDA	development	project)	goes	to	repay	
DDA	obligations.	Steinbrecher	stressed	that	DDA	projects	would	be	for	public	improvements	such	as	streets,	
side	walks,	etc.
.	.	.
A	member	of	the	audience	summed	up	the	DDA’s	effect	when	he	said,	“This	I	the	first	time	the	business	people	
have	come	together	in	a	concentrated	effort	.	.	.and	you	sure	can’t	legislate	that	type	of	cooperation.”
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Scholarship Applications - Straits Area Community Foundation

Applications	online	at	www.sacf.net	-	Deadline	March	1

 
The	Straits	Area	Community	Foundation	(SACF)	is	accepting	applications	for	its	2019	competitive	scholarship	program.	
Current	and	former	graduates	of	high	schools	in	Cheboygan	County	and	Mackinaw	City	are	invited	to	apply.
	
Many	of	the	scholarship	opportunities	available	through	SACF	depend	
upon	the	high	school	from	which	a	student	is	graduating,	the	college	
they	plan	to	attend,	or	their	planned	field	of	study.	Additionally,	some	
scholarships	are	for	students	who	have	already	graduated	from	high	
school,	and	also	for	those	planning	to	attend	a	certificate	program	or	trade	
school.	To	be	eligible,	students	must	complete	the	application	by	the	March	1,	2019	deadline.
	
All	scholarships	must	be	applied	for	directly	through	the	Community	Foundation’s	online	platform.	Students	applying	for	
awards	need	only	complete	one	online	application,	and	will	be	considered	for	any	scholarship	for	which	they	are	eligible.
	
Being	awarded	for	the	first	time	this	year	is	the	Professional	Trade	Scholarship,	which	is	for	any	graduate	(current	or	
former)	from	Cheboygan,	Montmorency	or	Presque	Isle	Counties	planning	to	attend	a	Michigan	school	to	study	welding,	
machining,	electrical	or	automotive	mechanics.
	
Scholarships	awarded	during	the	2019	competitive	scholarship	program	are	for	the	2019-20	academic	year,	and	are	paid	
directly	to	the	educational	institution	the	student	will	be	attending.

New Scholarships for the Trades 
for former graduates

Nancy Dean has found some more treasures in her attic. Here is a December 1918 post card sent to Rayma Smith, one of Sam Smith’s 
daughters, in Mackinaw City from a solider in WWI.
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Michigan’s rural counties are shrinking, losing young people, 
while the population is aging.
MLive	December	28,	2018	did	a	deeper	analysis	of	the	Census	
Data	recently	released
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