
   Events in Mackinaw City 
Concerts at Conkling Heritage Park in July and August on Tuesdays, Saturdays, and select Fridays at 8 pm
Friday Night Fireworks, view from Conkling Heritage Park, at dusk, thru Labor Day Weekend
Governor’s Residence Tour Mackinac Island, every Wednesday 9:30 - 11:30 am

July 18 Thursday
•	 Children’s Free Art, Pavilion behind school, 10 am - noon

July 20 Saturday
•	 Ford Mustang Car Show, Crossings Parking Lot, 10 am - 4 pm, parade 4:30 pm
•	 Port Huron to Mackinac Yacht Race

July 25 Thursday
•	 St. Anthony’s Big Garage Sale, 9 am - 3 pm

July 27 Saturday
•	 Heritage Festival at Heritage Village, 10 am - 4 pm
•	 Native Plant Sale, Bear Creek Township Hall, 1 - 3 pm

August 2 - 4 Friday - Sunday
•	 Rendezvous in Mackinaw & 18th Century Trade Fair

August 6 Tuesday
•	 Women’s Club Antique Show, school, 10 am - 4 pm

August 8 Thursday
•	 Children’s Free Art, Pavilion behind school, 10 am - noon

August 10 - 11 Saturday, Sunday
•	 Gardens and Good Things to Eat at Colonial Michilimackinac, 9 am - 7 pm

The Welcome is looking proud 
with her flag flying. She was a 
British ship built by John Askin 
and commandeered for the 
Revolutionary War by the British 
military to become an armed sloop
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Native Plants Available - plant a Monarch Waystation
Saturday, July 27, Bear Creek Township Hall

The 11th Annual Native Plant Workshop & Sale will be on Sat. July 27, 2019 at the Bear Creek Township Hall, located at 
373 N. Division Rd., Petoskey MI. The Workshop, from 11 am - 1 pm, will be with Vern Stephens, owner of Designs By 
Nature (Laingsburg, MI) and native plant guru, who will talk about why native plants are important, how we can help our 
pollinators and other considerations and tips for incorporating native plants back into our landscapes - Cost for workshop 
is $10/person. Pre-register by July 23rd.

The Native Plant Sale will be held in the parking lot at the Bear Creek Twp Hall from 1pm - 3pm. Pre-orders are 
encouraged,	especially	for	flats	and	ready-to-plant	gardens	-	we	will	take	pre-orders	through	Mon.	July	22.	We	will	have	
extra plants for sale including many interesting native plants that Vern grows that are not included on the order form, so 
definitely	stop	by	and	see	what	he’s	got.	We	will	also	have	plants	from	his	satellite	company	DBN	North	(out	of	Traverse	
City). You do not have to attend the workshop to purchase plants.

For more information or to register:
ECD	Office:	231-439-8977
Email: Jackie.pilette@macd.org
Website: www.emmetcd.org
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Ford Mustang Car Show
Saturday, July 20, Crossings Parking Lot, 10 am - 4 pm

parade 4:30 pm, free

The 6th Annual Ford Mustang Car Show in Mackinaw City will be 
Saturday the 20th. This will include Mustangs from 1964 to 2019. 
Cars will be on display during the day and at 4:30 pm they will 
parade across the bridge. There will be games, prizes and more.

Children’s Summer Arts and Crafts Workshop
Thursday, July 18, pavilion behind school, 10 am - noon, free

At this workshop children (and adults) will be creating mandalas. 
Participants will get to paint, draw, glue objects and cut out paper to create 
12” round canvas mandala art. The art project is meant to be meditative, 

where we start in the middle with a smaller circle 
pattern and then keep creating/repeating larger patterns 
in a circular form.

Wear your clothes for being creative. 
Come one, come all.

E-team
The e-team (enterprise team) met to recap the Enbridge interview last month and to get an update on the teen center idea 
at the Recreation Building. Hannah Sanderson, the group’s leader from Northern Lakes Economic Alliance, announced 
that she is taking a job with Char-Em ISD. She introduced her replacement, Jessica Lovay.

The teen center drawings for the Recreation Center are still being created. When they are completed, students will be 
again asked for their opinions.

Since the discussion with Enbridge’s representative last month had been rather casual, the team spent considerable time 
discussing	how	to	interact	with	Enbridge	and	what	to	ask	from	them.	A	few	projects	that	would	be	mutually	beneficial	to	
Enbridge and to Mackinaw were listed. These included more housing, road improvements, and possibly water and sewer 
lines to the end of the state dock, which could be used both by Enbridge vessels and future cruise ships, and others. Why 
the village has not had a 50-year ongoing dialog with Enbridge was questioned. Who and how should such a dialog be 
built now? It was felt that the village needs to know what Enbridge is thinking. 

The committee ended by stressing that if the town really wants more housing and year-round jobs, it has to 
change something. Doing what we always have done will keep us where we always have been. 
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Village Hall News
The ordinance committee met:
They discussed expanding the sewer ordinance to add more language about the responsibility of the property owner to pay 
for any repairs to their sewer including the connection point, the coupling where the private sewer leaves the sewer main. 
They will recommend the new language to the village council.

With	a	new	code	enforcement	officer,	it	was	felt	that	a	defined	set	of	rules	for	code	enforcement	priorities	should	be	
adopted. Using the rules of another town, a set for Mackinaw City was drafted. Unless the matter required immediate 
action the rules emphasize education and working with a violator to develop a plan for coming into compliance with all 
village ordinances. If a plan cannot be devised or if agreed steps toward compliance are not met in a timely manner, then 
a	final	written	notice	will	be	issued	followed	by	a	citation.	Actions	will	be	based	on	citizen	complaints	or	observations	of	
the	code	enforcement	office.	

Mackinac Bridge Authority (MBA) Meeting
At their meeting this week the MBA appointed Kim Nowack, formerly Chief Engineer, 
as the new executive director* of the Mackinac Bridge. There were 28 applicants and 
seven	interviews.	The	final	two	candidates	made	presentations	at	the	outset	of	the	board	
meeting and the meeting concluded with a vote for Kim. Each board member lavished 
praise	on	her.	She	was	noted	for	her	skills	in	engineering,	finance,	and	presentations.	
She was also noted for the respect of her colleagues at the bridge as well as her peers 
across the nation and around the world. During her two month role as interim director 
she impressed the old and new board members with her communication skills.

The State Police reported that they gave out 49 weight citations, 19 following-and-
passing tickets, and 3 speeding tickets. The weight citations produced $40,000 in penal 
fines,	some	of	which	go	to	libraries.

The new toll software by Fagan Consulting is being tested and is expected to go live on 
September 10th. An antenna under the canopy will register a commuter passage so there 
will be no need to stop to swipe your card. You will be able to add money to your account online. The project has come in 
substantially under budget. 

A	report	on	the	new	flag	reel	system	was	given	by	Ned	McLennan.	The	flag	was	displayed	a	record	8	hours	on	the	4th	
of July and then was furled because of winds and an eagerness to inspect the equipment to make sure everything worked 
properly. It is expected that it will set new records for being unfurled in the future. It takes 1-1/2 minutes to unfurl or furl 
the	flag.	Ned	is	looking	forward	to	displaying	the	flag	on	Labor	Day	this	year	(weather	permitting)	something	that	has	not	
been possible previously because the bridge’s manpower was unavailable due to the busy day.

There	are	several	kinds	of	joints	on	the	bridge:	finger	joints,	slider	joints,	concrete	headers	and	expansion	joints.	This	
year the crew is working on the concrete headers, poured sealed joints. Concrete is being removed and replaced then 
again	sealed.	All	of	the	joints	over	Colonial	Michilimackinac	are	being	sealed.	The	bridge	crew	is	also	finishing	painting	
the main cables with a product they have been using for a few seasons called Noxyde, an industrial grade Rust-Oleum 
product, that doesn’t chip or crack on metal subject to heat and cold expansion and contraction.

The new bridge twitter account has logged more followers than expected with many re-tweets. Bridge closure 
and delay information is now being picked up by more media.

* The official title is Executive Secretary but that title fails to convey the duties of the job so I am going to call Kim Nowack 
the executive director.
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As we watched St. Helena 
Lighthouse fade out in 
the fog, Roger Ryder, 
captain of the bridge 
safety boat, the Whitecap, 
was diligently scanning 
the water. Roger’s job 
is to keep the crew of 
the bridge safe, to watch 
the water for debris, to 
keep the bridge safe from 
troubled mariners, and 
help those mariners if 
necessary.

“Life safety comes before 
anything else” is the motto 
of this State of Michigan 
boat captain. Roger has 
been doing this job for six 
years and he says he never 
gets bored while trying 
to think of improvements 
every day.

 

The boat is pulled from the water any time bad weather is predicted. A 
2-davit system, powered by the rear davit, quickly positions the boat, in 
this case for its launch.

Safety on the Bridge - from the water
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I was lucky to ride along one very calm morning last week. It was a great two hours on the water. Nothing fell from the 
bridge except some calls for notice from workers high above, aimed at the obvious reporter on the back deck. The fog 
rolled in, the fog rolled out – it was beautiful. Passing by was the Cuyahoga, a 1940s freighter, the tug Kimberly Anne 
pulling an Enbridge barge with crane, four ferry sightseeing boats, two pleasure boats, and a paddleboarder.

Roger was alert to each passing vessel, anticipating their every move, particularly the pleasure boats that might act 
unconventionally. His exceptional eyesight even caused us to glide up to debris in the lake that might need to be removed, 
turning out to be a piece of birch bark about a foot square. He is 
prepared for and anticipates emergencies in a swath two miles on either 
side of the bridge.

The bridge has two boats and six captains to handle this job. But the 
Whitecap is the best designed of the boats and Roger runs it every work 
day that the bridge work crew is “over the side” unless he is sick or on 
vacation. He works alone 95% of the time.

Roger explained every piece of safety gear 
on the boat. Here is a life line.

The boat’s electronics are state-of-the-art. Here the depth finder is 
picking up the ship wreck Minneapolis on the lake bottom just west of 
the bridge.

The Kimberly Anne, towing a barge accompanied by an escort 
vessel, requested a 2-whistle pass with the Cuyahoga. The pass was 
flawlessly executed as Roger monitored the maneuver.
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The boat is a powerhouse with twin 150 horsepower Mercury engines that can turn this 25-foot aluminum Tuff Boat into 
a	quick	rescue	vessel	that	can	attain	58	mph	in	flat	water.	Every	nook	and	cranny	carries	safety	equipment.	Equipment	
to	rescue	people	-	from	life	preservers,	to	lifelines,	a	defibrillator,	to	a	back	board,	and	for	hypothermia	a	sleeping	bag	
and	gumby	survival	suit.	And	equipment	to	rescue	other	vessels	and	gear	–	from	fire	extinguishers,	to	an	extra	gallon	of	
gas	for	boats	on	empty,	to	a	large	magnet	on	a	line,	grappling	hook,	and	fish	net	to	recover	lost	tools.	Several	times	he	
mentioned recovering hard hats. 

Facilitating communications is part of his job. He has two onboard radios and a two-way radio in the life jacket he always 
wears. He has a radio channel for central dispatch, another to talk to the bridge painters, and yet another for talking to 
freighters. Talking to freighters, something he initiated, 
is very useful. They call in when they are approaching 
the bridge. If welding is being performed on the bridge 
it is possible for molten material to fall to the water, so 
when a freighter is about half an hour away he warns 
them of the location of workers so the freighter can 
steer away from any risk. Ferry boats are very alert and 
also stay clear. 

A typical day starts at 7:30 am with a quick trip up and 
down the length of the bridge looking for anything that 
might have fallen from the bridge during the night, like 
items that blew off of cars or worse. Even with dozens 
of security cameras it is possible for something to get 
caught on the bridge and go unnoticed. After seeing 
the bridge and water are clear, he then cruises slowly 
up and down as long as workers are over the water. 
He notes that it is almost impossible for a properly 
harnessed worker to fall into the water, but a worker 
might fall and dangle by a safety harness starting a process called 
suspension trauma. It, like hypothermia, can turn fatal. The boat 
must be ready at every moment to help in anyway. 

With so many maintenance projects, workers will be over the side 
of the bridge at nearly all times, only coming in when the winds 
whip up over 30 mph or when the deck gets slippery from heavy 
fog or rain. Both of those conditions also make it dangerous for 
the boat. When winds go over 20 mph the waves on the lake build 
up, at 28 or 29 mph the waves can run up to 7 or 8 feet, a hazard 
for any boat but especially for such a small boat. He says he is 
chicken and will hover on the lee of one of the anchor blocks in 
such waves. But he must stay on the water if workers are over the 
side of the bridge, no matter how big the waves. The fog hazard 
for the boat is mostly from recreational boaters who sometimes are 
going too fast for the conditions. He remembers an occasion when 
a recreation boat nearly grazed the massive anchor pier, not seeing 
it in the dense fog. 

He has rescued jet skiers in trouble, boats that have lost power in 
the path of a freighter, one live turkey vulture, and dead animals. 
He says he enjoys his job “every day” and he hopes to work for the 
bridge until his retirement nine years from now.

Roger pulled away in a burst of speed to get back to watching his 
bridge. Below is the typical view of the boat from a driver’s perspective.
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Amber Pastoor, speaking as the Enbridge tunnel replacement manager 
said the following in a press conference this week. The Enbridge hired 
vessel, Highland Eagle, arrived this week brought from the Irish Sea to 
Detroit, where it loaded the drilling rig it will use, then on to the Straits. 
After its arrival in the Straits its equipment will be calibrated and tested. 
The dynamic positioning vessel was chosen because it will not use an 
anchor	to	stabilize	its	position	over	the	test	borings,	rather	five	thrusters	
will keep the vessel within four to six inches of its desired position. The 
vessel will extract core borings for the tunnel project across the Straits 
starting soon and ending in October. A rotating 38-member crew will 
be used. Each bore will take about four days with a day or two at either 
end. A jack-up barge, visible on the north shore of the Straits, has been 
taking near shore samples. These borings will provide information used 
to design the tunnel and the boring machine that will create the tunnel. 
The samples will be analyzed onboard then shared with consulting 
geotechnical professors. The data will not be released to the public at this 
time.

Enbridge’s drilling platforms in Straits
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Amber Pastoor

Coast Guard sets up safety zone
“The Coast Guard is establishing two temporary safety zones 
in the Captain of the Port, Sault Sainte Marie zone. These 
temporary safety zones are necessary to protect the public, 
and contractors from potential hazards associated with 
geotechnical sampling by persons conducting bore hole drilling 
in the Straits of Mackinac. Vessels will not be able to operate 
in certain U.S. navigable waters in the Straits of Mackinac 
within 500 yards of the Tug Nancy Anne, Jack-Up Barge 
JUB-100, and the Motor Vessel (M/V) Highland Eagle without 
authorization from the Captain of the Port. This rule is effective 
from June 20, 2019 through 30 September 2019. “

Coast Guard rule at https://www.federalregister.gov/
documents/2019/06/20/2019-12955/safety-zones-tug-nancy-anne-jack-up-barge-
jub-100-and-mv-highland-eagle-operating-in-the-straits-of
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 by R. J. Planisek

As a result of the earlier article, entitled “What’s in a name? Is it Carp or Paradise Lake?,” Robert (Bob) Hayes of Carp 
Lake was prompted to recall some historical facts related to the confusion over the two names.

Bob, his brother John, and several others of the Hayes children still reside in the Carp Lake area [at the time this article 
was written in 1994]. Bob states that because of the article some additional facts should be brought to light.

According to Bob, both of his maternal great-grandfathers, Henry Garber and Franklin Keiser, were early pioneers in Bliss 
Township and obtained homesteads as Civil War veterans in 1875. Both “proved-up” their homesteads which made them 
among the 17 successes of the original 28 that tried to homestead in Bliss in 1875. One does not have to travel far in Bliss 
to	find	roads	named	after	Garber	and	Keiser.	Bob	believes	
the lake was called Carp Lake even when his relatives 
arrived.

Bob does not believe Carp Lake was named after a person 
named Carpenter, although a Charles Carpenter and his 
wife Emma moved from Bliss to Levering around 1900. 
It could be that Mr. Carp’s Restaurant, in Levering, was 
named after his family. Bob states that a family named 
Carpenter did live next door to his family in Carp Lake 
for two years beginning in 1920, but does not know of 
any other Carpenters who could have given the lake their 
name.

Bob advances a very plausible story for the name Paradise 
Lake.	He	says	for	years	there	was	a	giant	sign	in	the	field	
just west of the old Carp Lake schoolhouse that contained 
the advertisement “Mich Eden” in fancy, ornate lettering. Bob said he consulted with his brothers and they agreed it must 
have been 40 to 50 feet long and 8 to 10 feet high. It was put up in 1927 and lasted for many years.

There is little doubt about the date of the sign. Bob remembers this period of time so vividly . . .

“I was there when it happened. It was in the summer between the 7th and 8th grades. A group of people in Cadillac, Mich. 
got together and decided to promote a resort on Carp Lake. The resort land was bought from the Hunt family who at the 
time owned what is now the Carp Lake General Store. The resort property was on the north side of the lake along the 
shore and roughly across the road from the Carp Lake tennis courts. Here is where the name Lake Paradise started. They 
decided to call their development “Michigan Eden,” or perhaps just “Mich Eden” as we always referred to it. But whoever 
heard of “Eden on Carp Lake?” They decided it had to be “Mich Eden on Lake Paradise” and all their promotional 
materials were geared to that theme. They attempted to get the name of the lake changed. Whether they succeeded or not I 
don’t know but that is when Lake Paradise started.”

“Then	came	the	big	grand	opening,	definitely	in	1927.	The	big	attraction	was	a	drawing	for	a	free	log	cabin.	The	cabin	is	
still	there.	There	were	hundreds	of	people	in	that	field	on	that	day	and	it	was	announced	that	a	F.	H.	Ashworth	
had won the cabin. I remember her name because I delivered papers to her for several years after that.”

“What happened to me on that day will always be in my memory. Someone hired me to sell lemonade at 10¢ an 
hour. Big money! I arrived bright and early and was greeted by my employer for the day and a big, big crock of 
lemonade already made. That crock must have held at least 20 gallons. I have never seen one as large since.”
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“With the crock almost full, I don’t know why I immediately started squeezing lemons. I was using one of those old 
fashioned glass lemon squeezers with a peaked dome in the center and a circular trough around the bottom to catch the 
juice and a place to pour it out. I noticed a few seeds and some pulp still on the lemon squeezer, and to impress my boss 
who was watching me, I rapped the squeezer sharply on the inside of the crock and 100 or more pieces of broken glass 
disappeared into about 15 gallons of lemonade. What really impressed me was the boss’s reaction, saying without one 
moment’s hesitation, ‘Don’t worry about it kid. Keep on making lemonade and serve it. Just don’t scrape the bottom of the 
crock!’ I was very careful from then on and as far as I know no one got hurt.”

“Mich	Eden”	never	did	really	get	off	the	ground	and	probably	it	was	the	big	crash	in	1929	that	finally	did	them	in.”

As a result of our discussion, Bob followed up recently when his wife Dorothy and he were near the court house in 
Petoskey.	They	decided	to	check	with	the	registrar	of	deed	office	and	discovered	some	facts	which	verify	his	story.	It	turns	
out the date F. H. Ashworth was deeded the cabin was July 25, 1927. The deed reads, “Ashworth of Cadillac bought the 
property from a Mr. Coffee, trustee.” The deed did not say what Mr. Coffee was trustee of, but Bob says that we all knew 
he was from Cadillac, was part of the “Mich Eden” group, and he lived on the tract of land for quite a few years.

Bob believes that preferences in names is like a preference in colors. Most people have different preference and some 
have no preference at all. Personally, Bob wished the town and the lake had the same name, neither being Carp nor 
Paradise, but a nice sounding name that means nothing in particular.

Other news 25 years ago

The Headlands committee reported back from their visits to the property and gave three options for use of the property. 
The committee recommended option #1.
1. conservancy and golf course - 150 acres for golf, 450 acres for nature, buildings for conferences
2.	conservancy	-	all	of	the	land	for	nature	with	the	buildings	for	conferences.	This	plan	benefits	from	the	largest	possible	
donor base to pay for the property.
3 private development - this would increase village housing and the tax base

With the new Michigan system for funding schools not yet fully implemented, the school board described the situation 
as Confusion, Chaos, and Complications. The school was projecting an enrollment of 230 students and hoping for $1.48 
million in revenues from the state. But as of the June school board meeting the enrollment projection had dropped to 225 
and per pupil funding had dropped to $6,000. Mackinaw did not know how it would be funded. The good news was the 
school	was	expecting	a	7%	reduction	in	insurance	costs.	The	school	board	was	trying	to	fill	two	teaching	positions.

•	 A seaplane had been approved earlier but the number of noise complaints continued to grow. The owner/operator 
Kenneth Smith appeared before council and noted that in certain types of wind he must taxi along the shoreline. 
Council told him to taxi further out and to avoid church and concert times.

•	 The Marathon Tank removal was taking longer than expected and was now forecast to be concluded in May of 1995.
•	 Emmet County asked for Mackinaw City’s opinion on rerouting US 31 to bypass downtown Petoskey.
•	 A new ambulance was ordered for $55,860
•	 The Chamber asked to place Burma Shave type signs along the entry to town. They were refused.
•	 Two new businesses were starting. The Ostman’s Country Market, the business adjoining the bakery to the 

north, started with the vision of offering baskets, jams, jellies, sub sandwiches, bread mixes, coffee beans, 
teas, and teapots. John E. Sheneman was the new owner of The Quarterdeck Motel. (Over the years this 
property has received major renovations and is now rental units owned by Seaway, the painting company.)

•	 The lakeside sewer was completed. 
•	 Shepler’s received permission for its new entryway signs (the entryway we see today). 



School News
Ninety-five	percent	of	the	maintenance	work	on	the	school	
occurs during the summer, and this summer is busy. There are 
two big projects each of which had to be bid out. State law 
requires anything costing over $24,459 to be bid. Superintendent 
Jeff Curth explained the projects and noted that they are part of 
the school’s long-term building maintenance plan.

The	first	big	project	was	a	new	roof	for	the	gym,	completed	in	
June.	The	gym	roof	was	original,	from	1957,	and	it	is	flat	and	
drained by six outlets. Flat is a problem in our wintry weather 
with snow build-up and water pooling on the roof. Drains that 
just drip from the roof, without downspouts, splash water on 
the bricks creating brick damage. Both of these original design 
problems are being corrected.

Bloxsom	Roofing	of	Traverse	City	did	the	re-roofing	using	a	
white	PVC	product	laid	over	a	new	insulating	tapered	roofing	
material that gives the roof just enough pitch to avoid pools 
of water. The white PVC will be cooler and not expand and 
contract like the old black roofs which moved enough to pull 
away from the side walls and leak. So the stones, formerly used 
on	flat	roofs,	were	removed	the	pitch	added	to	the	roof	and	the	
white PVC placed on top. The work took about 10 days and is 
guaranteed for 25 years. The job will cost around $60,000. The 

remaining roof, excluding 
the areas redone in recent 
years, will be divided into 
financially	manageable	parts	
and probably be done in the 
next three years.

The original bricks on the 
building also need some 
repairs. Downspouts will 
be added to preclude future 
ground level splashing 
and erosion of mortar. 
Sections of wall with 
numerous cracks and spalled 
bricks will be replaced by 
American Restoration, the 
company that repaired the 
bricks on Old Mackinac 
Point Lighthouse. Jeff Curth 
said he was thrilled to get 
such experts to do the work. 
The work should start this 

The new gym roof should be good for decades

Jeff Curth is pointing to an entire section of wall 
that will be replaced because of the extensive 
cracking

The very light colored bricks in this photo 
are the spalled bricks with the inside of the 
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week and will take 3 - 4 weeks. He credited the relatively low price of $45,000 to John Fletcher, American Restoration’s 
owner’s	strong	interest	in	education.	When	all	the	brick	repair	is	finished,	the	building	will	be	hot	power	washed	and	
sealed.

WiFi is again being upgraded to keep up with the fact that every middle and high school student now has a Chromebook 
computer. Last summer the system was upgraded enough to allow everyone to get online but speed of the system would 
drag if three classes all tried to log in simultaneously. This summer the entire system is being upgraded to easily handle all 
classes logging in and to provide capacity for the future when even the elementary students might all have computers. 

All of this is paid for from the school’s Building and 
Site Fund. Every ten years we, the taxpayers of the 
school district, vote on a millage to this fund. We 
approved the latest renewal in 2017 when the state 
expanded legitimate uses of the fund to pay for security 
and technology upgrades. The millage adds about 
$125,000 to the fund each year and the school will 
spend roughly 90% of that in this summer’s work. That 
leaves some for unexpected needs that will come up 
during the school year. The school has a fund balance 
of roughly $300,000 in case there is an unexpected 
catastrophic repair needed. It should also be noted that 
Mackinaw Township taxes dipped slightly this year 
despite the substantial new investment in the township. 
That results in slightly lower tax dollars for the school 
and for the village compared to last year.

I	also	asked	about	Enbridge	and	the	school	finances.	
Jeff proudly pointed to 24 words that 
were added to Governor Snyder’s 
tunnel	enabling	bill,	passed	in	the	final	
days of 2018. Jeff and the school’s attorney worked hard to amend the original 
bill to say “all real and personal property owned or USED by a utility using 
the tunnel shall be subjected to taxation.” I have emphasized USED, as did 
Jeff, to explain that if Enbridge builds the tunnel and gives it to the state of 
Michigan that does not free Enbridge from paying taxes on the tunnel. If they 
use the tunnel they will pay taxes on the tunnel. Thus the $500 million project 
should provide both the school and the village with more tax dollars than the 
current $17 million in taxable value that Enbridge owns.

Lastly, Jeff emphasized that the working partnership between the village and 
the school is “fabulous” right now. One topic of mutual interest is the casino 
revenue sharing board. Emmet County has proposed some creative ways to 
divide the casino funding, favoring Emmet County. The village and school 
are insisting on an equitable distribution based on the proportion of taxes lost 
by Mackinaw taxing units because the tribal lands are tax exempt. The school 
is assisted by attorney Gordon W. VanWieren from Thrun Law. VanWieren 
specializes in schools with a casino in their district. He is helping make sure 
the county is distributing the money equitably. One year of this class of casino 
operation	has	now	passed	and	the	first	cash	distribution	should	have	been	sent,	
yet not only has no money arrived, but the recalculation of the fair distribution 
has not been announced. At this time the county is sitting on the money.

Water dripping from vents in the roof currently hits this little gravel spot, 
splashes onto the brick causing moss, mold, and eroded mortar

Patches will be 
repaired

Expansion 
joints will be 
redone
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Hiring New Teachers a Success
The school lost shop and science teacher Scott Mills, and assistant principal and athletic director Adam Stefanski at the 
end of the school year: Scott to retirement and Adam to a transfer. Superintendent Jeff Curth is pleased to announce 
replacements for both.

Mandy Manger, a shop teacher in Rogers City for 15 years, has been hired to teach shop and science. She has a record 
of producing many district and state champion students in the past so the quality of Mackinaw students’ work should not 
change. She too will emphasize furniture making. She lives in Cheboygan with her shop teacher husband. Jeff says she 
chose Mackinaw because of its smaller class sizes and the chance to move to a community that so appreciates the work of 
shop classes.

Two people will replace Stefanski. Elijah May from Rudyard graduated in December 2018 and has been substitute 
teaching for half a year in Brimley. He will be teaching health and physical education while training to be our athletic 
director. He needs housing so if you know of a place, give the school a call.

To	aid	Elijah	May,	Jake	Huffman,	who	is	now	retired,	will	be	working	half	time.	He	was	principal	at	Mackinaw	for	five	
years starting in the late 1990s. He will spend two hours a day as assistant principal and one hour teaching science. He 
will mentor Elijah May. The Huffmans live in the school district just south of the Mackinaw City boundary.

Celebrate the 50th anniversary of Apollo 11 on the 20th
Enjoy the projection of the Apollo 11 rocket onto the Washington Monument. It should be a remarkable 
sight.

Rendering
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Intergenerational mobility - Michigan’s hopes exceed reality
From the New York Times, July 4, 2019 by Patricia Cohen

LANSING, Mich. – The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is coordinating with local health 
departments	across	the	state	to	investigate	cases	of	legionellosis	this	summer.	To	date	in	2019,	there	have	been	140	confirmed	cases	
of	legionellosis	reported	in	38	counties	compared	to	135	confirmed	cases	during	the	same	time-frame	in	2018.	[The	counties	are	
downstate.]

Legionella bacteria are found naturally in fresh water lakes and streams but can also be found in man-made water systems. Potable 
water systems, cooling towers, whirlpool spas and decorative fountains offer common environments for bacterial growth and 
transmission if they are not cleaned and maintained properly. Warm water, stagnation and low disinfectant levels are conditions that 
support growth in these water systems.

Transmission to people occurs when mist or vapor containing the bacteria is inhaled. Legionellosis does not spread person to person. 
Risk factors for exposure to Legionella bacteria include:
•	 Recent travel with an overnight stay.
•	 Recent stay in a healthcare facility.
•	 Exposure to hot tubs.
•	 Exposure to settings where the plumbing has had recent repairs or maintenance work.
•	
Most healthy individuals do not become infected after exposure to Legionella. Individuals at a higher risk of getting sick include the 
following:
•	 People over age 50.
•	 Current or former smokers.
•	 People with chronic lung disease.
•	 People with weakened immune systems from diseases, such as cancer, diabetes or liver or kidney failure.
•	 People who take immunosuppressant drugs.

Watch for legionellosis - case numbers are up
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Computer dreams
Dreams are a perplexing human 
event but now Google has discovered 
that even computers are capable of 
something like dreams.

Google wants to know how effective 
today’s computers are at learning, so 
they gave their servers three tests. 

First, could it recognize and name an 
object from its photo? Sometimes they 
are astonishingly successful but other 
times they are easily totally confused. 
(https://arxiv.org/pdf/1412.1897v4.pdf)

Second, they gave the neural network 
the name of an object and asked it 
to create an image. The computers 
did a computer search looking for 
communality and came up with some 
interesting art. Here is the results from 

a search for a dumbbell. Notice it 
always has part of an arm attached, as 
it is generally shown on the internet.

Third, the ultimate test. It gave the 
network a photo of white noise. 
At the top and bottom are graphic 
presentations of what the computer 
“thought” it saw. These are being 
termed dreams.


