
   Events in Mackinaw City 
Concerts at Conkling Heritage Park in July and August on Tuesdays, Saturdays, and select Fridays at 8 pm
Friday Night Fireworks, view from Conkling Heritage Park, at dusk, thru Labor Day Weekend
Governor’s Residence Tour Mackinac Island, every Wednesday 9:30 - 11:30 am

July 9 Tuesday
•	 50th Anniversary of the Moon Landing, Headlands, 8 - 10 pm

July 11 Thursday
•	 Author Susan Crandall presentation, library, noon

July 13 Saturday
•	 Port Huron to Mackinac Yacht Race

July 13 - 14 Friday, Saturday
•	 Pastimes in Times Past: Fun and Games at Colonial Michilimackinac, 9 am - 7 pm

July 18 Thursday
•	 Children’s Free Art, Pavilion behind school, 10 am - noon

July 20 Saturday
•	 Ford Mustang Car Show, Crossings Parking Lot, 10 am - 4 pm, parade 4:30 pm
•	 Chicago to Mackinac Yacht Race

July 25 Thursday
•	 St. Anthony’s Big Garage Sale, 9 am - 3 pm

July 27 Saturday
•	 Heritage Festival at Heritage Village, 10 am - 4 pm

August 2-4 Friday - Sunday
•	 Rendezvous in Mackinaw & 18th Century Trade Fair
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Susan Crandall Talks About Her Newest Book 
Thursday, July 11, noon, free

 
The Mackinaw Area Public Library is pleased to announce a “Books & Bites” 
event with novelist Susan Crandall at noon on Thursday, July 11. Mrs. Crandall 
will be giving a presentation about her latest book, with a Q-and-A and book 
signing to follow.
 
In The Myth of Perpetual Summer, her twelfth novel, Susan Crandall takes 
readers back to the sixties as a young woman comes of age while trying to hold 
her dysfunctional family together. Her previous novels have included many 
bestsellers	and	award	winners;	including	her	first	book,	Back Roads; Whistling 

Past the Graveyard; and The Flying Circus.
 
For more details or to pre-register, please contact 
the library by phone at 231-436-5451, by email 
at mackinaw1@gmail.com or see http://www.
mackinawareapl.michlibrary.org/ . 

On Tuesday, July 9, Dan Welihan will conduct 
a free workshop designed for those who enjoy 
taking photographs with their mobile phones. 
The Mackinaw City Area Arts Council will be 
presenting this class, in partnership with the 
Mackinaw Area Public Library, from 7 to 8 pm at 
the library in Mackinaw City.

The best camera to use is the camera you always 
have with you, and that camera is almost always 
your smart phone. This presentation will help you 
get the most out of your smart phone with tips 
that move you beyond taking “snapshots”. It will 
give you the know-how to make images you will 

be proud to post, print, and 
display. 

Questions can be addressed to Jolene Michaels at mackinaw3@gmail.com or 231-
436-5451. This is a free event and all ages are welcome. No advance registration is 
necessary.

Free Workshop on Getting Better Photos from your Phone
Tuesday, July 9, library, 7 pm, free
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Heritage Festival a week earlier this year

Saturday, July 27, 10 am - 4 pm, Heritage Village, free

Heritage Festival will again feature the Jack 
Pine Lumberjacks, maypole dancing, and 
vintage base ball. Exhibitors and the Lions 
Club selling food will make for a full day. 
Tour the buildings, see the improved privy 
and the new bed at the Detweiller house.

One foggy morning last week the base ball field was mowed. The Shanty Boys of Cheboygan will 
take on the Fallasburgh Flats this year. Ths old fashioned version of the game will be played at the 
Heritage Festival on July 27th at 1 pm.page 2 page 3July 7, 2019
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Stop and participate, or watch. Bring the kids or grandkids. 
Enjoy the latest news from London.

Schedule: (same for Saturday and Sunday)

•	 		9:30	-	Musket	firing	(parade	ground)
•	 10:00	-	Baggatiway	game	(Native	camp)
•	 11:00	-	Chocolate	drinks	at	the	Commanding	Officer’s	House	(CO	House)
•	 11:30	-	Musket	firing	and	soldiers’	game	activity	(parade	ground)
•	 12:30	-	Refreshments	and	poetry	reading	(CO	House)
•	 		1:30	-		Music	demonstration	(parade	ground)
•	 		2:00	-	Trap	ball	game	(Land	Gate)
•	 		3:00	-	Cards	and	dice	at	the	Merchant’s	House	(Merchant’s	House)
•	 		4:00	-	Tea	at	the	British	Trader’s	House	(British	Trader’s	House)
•	 		5:00	-	Musket	firing	and	soldiers’	games	activity	(parade	ground)
•	 		6:00	-	Musket	firing	(parade	ground)

Pastimes in Times Past: Colonial Michilimackinac’s Fun and Games Weekend
 

 Saturday, Sunday, July 13 -14, Colonial Michilimackinac

Even in the Great Lakes wilderness, the historic residents of Michilimackinac knew how to have a good time. Join the 
interpretive staff at Colonial Michilimackinac July 13-14 for Pastimes in Times Past, a weekend full of fun and games that 
will allow guests to play games of skill and chance, sing songs, take tea with the neighbors, dance, and more. “I hope that 
visitors attending these events take away a deeper understanding of our past,” said Craig Wilson, Mackinac State Historic 
Parks Curator of History. “And the desire to explore some of the lesser-known corners of history.”
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Demander De l’aide
(Help	Wanted)

Want a challenge? An exciting summer job? Want to see the world?

Be A Voyageur! 
Sign up in Montréal for work as a voyageur for one round trip to 
Michilimackinac. The work is hard, the food is repetitious, but the 
camaraderie is fantastic, and you can see the important parts of the northern 
New World.

The work will begin around mid May when the ice is off the rivers; the 
contract will end in late August or September. Must be able to carry 180 
pounds for at least a mile. You will see 750 miles of the St. Lawrence 
watershed with roughly 10 other people. Get experience paddling a large 
36’ Montreal canoe carrying 3-4 tons of people and goods. You can earn 
250	livres	and	one	outfit	of	clothing,	more	for	more	experienced	positions.	
But you must paddle from sun up to sun down, up to 17 hours a day, take 
care with the packages in your charge, and get everyone and everything to 
the destination safely. You will be carrying potentially fragile trade goods 
and household supplies that make life in the western posts possible. Those 
distant countrymen are totally dependent upon your performance.

Several beginning positions are open for milieu, the powerhouses sitting 
in the middle of the canoe. One position for avant, to guide the canoe, and 
one position for gouvernail to steer, in each canoe. The gouvernail must be 
more	fit	and	more	experienced.	Three	canoes	will	be	outfitted.	Also	needed	
one responsible leader for the entire brigade. Singing required.

Disclaimer: This work is hazardous. Fatalities are possible; body wear 
and tear is very likely. Herniated discs, muscle pulls, broken bones are all 
possible. 

Snappy, comfortable clothes provided - a linen shirt, 
a sash, a neck garmet, and a touque

Such sites to be seen

page 4 page 5July 7, 2019

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



The route
The route to and fro will require 30+ portages, some upstream paddling, some downstream, some into the wind, some 
with the wind. Occassional sailing with a simple sail possible.

Your arrival will be heralded with much fanfare. 
The ladies will flock to see what you have 
brought. Dancing and partying will enliven your 
few days at Colonial Michilimackinac before 
you begin the return voyage.
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The food you ask? 

It must be portable, have a long shelf life, and be lightweight, so it is not your routine fare.

Biscuits are double baked bread that is light and won’t mold 
like bread. But it is too hard to just eat, it must be soaked first

Brandy as a special drink to supplement the 
water everywhere

Boil the biscuits, 
meat and peas 
together for 
a disgusting 
looking but tasty 
stew. For the trip 
home you can 
buy corn from 
the Indians in 
Michilimackinac 
and stock up on 
salted pork.

Dried peas for your vegetable

Salt pork is fatty and heavily salted, a bit like bacon. It might get slimy 
but just wipe off the slime. It is safe to eat.

This past weekend was Voyageur Weekend, 
and a chance to learn all you might want about 
voyageurs. Next, on July 13-14 is Games of 
the Past. Come play and learn in the second of 
these in-depth weekends.



Village Hall News
Special events were approved for
•	 Heritage Festival by the Historic Society in partnership with the village on July 27th, 10 am - 4 pm
•	 International Ironworkers Festival, August 7 - 12
•	 Fall into Mackinaw by the Chamber in partnership with the village on October 12, 11 am to 10 pm with many new 

events this year

The streets will be blocked at 2:30 am on Saturday, October 12th to 5:30 am October 13th. New this year will be a hot 
dog eating contest. The waiver for the hot dog eating contest states in part, “I know that eating large amounts of hot dogs 
is potentially hazardous and is an uncomfortable activity. I should not enter and eat unless I am medically capable and 
properly trained. I realize that this is in good fun and possibly bad taste, but I agree to be a good sport.” The 
winner will receive $100.

Fall into Mackinaw Street Plan
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Draft Energy Assessment for Entire State Released
Last	winter	we	were	requested	to	conserve	energy	because	of	the	extreme	cold	and	a	fire	at	a	distribution	plant	downstate.	
At the time Governor Whitmer requested an energy assessment. The draft report is available at https://www.michigan.
gov/documents/mpsc/Sea_Initial_Report_with_Appendices_070119_659452_7.pdf

It is now the public comment period. The overall conclusion is that the energy supply and delivery systems 
are adequate at this time. But the state should continue long-term monitoring and risk assessment as well as 
working	for	diversification	for	gas,	propane,	and	electricity	supply	sources	and	routes.

Village Hall News cont.
Several citizens showed up at the council meeting to object to the village giving away the street end of Birch St. 
Neighbors noted that the lake access has been used since the early 1900s for recreation by citizens of the village, it is 
also	used	as	water	access	by	the	fire	department.	Roger	Moore,	township	superintendent,	said	that	eliminating	the	public	
access would probably reduce property values gradually over time. The village council voted to deny the request for the 
abandonment of the property.

The owner of 119 E. Sinclair again appealed for help from the village, any kind of help, toward the repair of his sewer 
line. The more accurate estimate of the cost of the repair by Darrows is $7,500 with the owner purchasing and laying the 
new	pipe.	The	village	council	voted	not	to	give	any	financial	help	but	to	provide	the	usual	technical	advice	for	such	a	
project.

Since	the	village	crew	can’t	keep	up	with	grass	mowing	and	can’t	find	more	workers	to	hire,	the	council	voted	to	allow	the	
Superintendent to contract with outside lawn mowing service for some parcels contingent on a legal review of the union 
contract.

A resolution to vacate a triangle of land to the Morthlands was approved. The next step in this process is for a public 
hearing on the transfer of this piece of village property. The public hearing will be August 15th, 7 pm, at Village Hall.

The	resolution	to	proceed	with	the	Redevelopment	Ready	Community	process	was	approved.	This	qualifies	Mackinaw	for	
state grants.
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Helping Hands Needed 

Mackinaw City Area Arts Council is a volunteer-led organization and we need your help in order to provide events and 
support for the arts in the Mackinaw area. We need many hands to make light work. We need help planning, promoting, 
organizing and managing art/craft classes, presentations, exhibits, trips and tours for area adults and youth. If you would 
like to get involved please contact LindaOrlow@gmail.com or 231-838-4484.
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The Mighty Mac’s new way to display, protect Old Glory
 
A	typical	United	States	flag	takes	care	and	attention	for	display	and	storage.	When	that	flag	is	
30 feet tall by 60 feet long, hung from the tower of the Mackinac Bridge, it’s even tougher.

Last	Thursday,	when	the	maintenance	staff	of	the	Mackinac	Bridge	Authority	(MBA)	
flew	the	flag	from	the	north	tower	for	Independence	Day,	most	of	the	work	was	done	with	
an ingenious new reel designed and built in-house. Bridge interim director Kim Nowack 
reported	that	the	new	system	worked	flawlessly.	The	flag	was	up	for	roughly	8	hours,	quite	
possibly	a	new	display	record.	Gusty	winds	required	the	flag	to	be	stored	back	in	its	new	reel	
by mid-afternoon.

MBA	Maintenance	Supervisor	Ned	McLennan	led	the	effort	to	hang	the	flag	from	the	bridge	
towers	when	weather	permits.	Purchased	in	2016	and	first	flown	from	the	bridge’s	south	
tower	on	Memorial	Day	2017,	the	flag	is	displayed	on	six	holidays	each	year:	Memorial	Day,	
Flag Day, the Fourth of July, Labor Day, Patriots Day, and Veterans Day.

Formerly,	hanging	the	flag	required	stopping	traffic	and	roughly	a	dozen	staff	to	unroll	it	as	
it was hoisted beneath the tower. Removing it each time took about the same time and effort, 
also	delaying	traffic	during	the	process.	“Our	previous	MBA	Chairman	Bill	Gnodtke	said	to	
McLennan	one	day,	‘Too	bad	we	couldn’t	make	a	device	that	could	lower	and	raise	the	flag,’”	
McLennan said. “I thought, ‘I think we can.’”

McLennan took the challenge to his staff, who began devising 
a	way	to	store	the	flag	similar	to	a	roll-up	window	curtain	and	
lower it using a remote control, making it safer for staff and 
requiring only one person to operate. Its use doesn’t require 
bridge	traffic	to	stop.	The	device,	which	is	roughly	36	feet	
long	and	5	feet	in	diameter,	also	stores	the	flag	and	protects	
it from the elements when not in use. McLennan investigated 
and	found	that	rolling	large	flags	for	storage	is	acceptable	by	
flag	etiquette	standards.

Crews worked on the device sporadically over the past two 
years,	fitting	it	in	between	the	year-round	maintenance	of	the	

bridge.	“Although	we	love	doing	it,	the	bridge	work	comes	first,”	
McLennan said. “The hardest part of it has been trying to think of 
all the potential problems and develop solutions. From installation 
to operation we have brainstormed many times to try and think of 
everything.”

McLennan’s mother, Patti, was brought in for some specialized 
help. “My mother is a seamstress and we needed 
someone	to	reinforce	the	bottom	of	the	flag,”	
McLennan said. “She volunteered her time to come be 
a part of it all.” Installation on the tower took several 
days of calm weather to complete.

New flag reel is on the north tower 
since the south tower is currently 
occupied by Seaway and painting 
gear

McLennan and his mother, Patti, with the flag inside the new 
reel

In the past, as in this photo from Memorial Day 2017, the first time the 
American flag was displayed at the Mackinac Bridge, it took several 
staff and a traffic closure to raise and lower the flag.
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The property contains a cabin that is being renovated and used as an office

Grow Your Own Steak - Renegade Ranch
Opportunity knocked when 
a Cheboygan ranch came 
up for sale and the Lieghio 
family bought it about 
eight years ago. The ranch 
had been used for hunting 
with deer, buffalo, and 
boar. Owning such a ranch 
provided the opportunity 
for the family to control the 
quality of the beef supply 
for their restaurants. They 
eliminated the controversial 
boars, still have some fallow 
and white-tailed deer, and 
raise both cattle and buffalo 
for the table.

Last week was this year’s 
round-up and butchering. 
Nine cows were to be 
processed but one big bull 
refused to be captured, so 
eight went to market along 
with two buffalo. They 
will be butchered by Ebels, 
east of Cadillac. Ebels will 
age the meat for at least a month and will hold on to the meat until restaurant demand requires it. Excess meat is frozen, 
only once, before being used. Each buffalo will produce from 400 to 600 pounds of burger which will be used for buffalo 
burgers. The cows will be processed into every possible cut of meat. They even use the bones for soup. Some of the rarer 
cuts, maybe not so popular, go to Tony Lieghio since he is the only one who likes them. He eats the tripe, liver, and tongue 
for example. 
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Paola Lieghio lured the cattle to the truck with handfuls of tasty hay
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Raising the animals is a joint family affair. Danielle Lieghio, Enzo’s wife, visits 
every day to give the animals hay and fresh water. It is a big job feeding twenty 
cows and sixty plus buffalo. The buffalo continue to reproduce with eleven babies 
this spring. Fortunately, the cows and buffalo will feed together, something 
apparently rare. It takes two years to raise calves to processing-size cows. For 
15 months or so the cows also eat a blend of grains provided by organic Amish 
farmers. The grain puts the marbling into the meat. Although the Amish grain is 
more expensive, it has no hormones and is not GMO so it is more desirable by the 
more and more knowledgeable consumers the restaurants serve. 

With the close association of the cows and buffalo, the family hopes for 
some cross-breeding. Mixed buffalo and cattle meat is better than either type 
alone. Buffalo meat is lean and high in omega-3. Cattle, of course, is tasty and 
marbleized. They haven’t gotten any of these crosses yet, but they keep hoping.
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Positioning the shrouds after the forestay was in place

The forestay went on first 
to keep the mast from 
tipping backward

June 24, 2019
Sandy,
After graduating from the University of Toledo with a bachelor’s degree in 
American history, and secondary education (teaching) degree, I decided 
to move north to Charlevoix, Michigan where I had friends. By January 
1973 I found myself working in a boat shop along the shore of Lake 
Charlevoix (while also substitute teaching).

In March of 1973 my job included the “lofting” out of the proposed 
1774 British sloop “Welcome’s” replica. The boat was to be featured in 
the Mackinac State Park Commission’s 1976 American Revolutionary 
War Bicentennial celebration. I carried out this “lofting” task in an old 
warehouse in Charlevoix on pieces of plywood laid down to form a 60 
foot by 16 foot drawing board (painted white). “Lofting” meant drawing 
out the lines of the ship full scale, as had been done for the original ship 
back in the early 1770’s along the shoreline of the Mackinac Straits (just 
outside the stockade of Fort Michilimackinac).

By the fall of 1973 the cut wooden pieces for the vessel were transported 
north to a large plastic tent along the east side of the Mackinac Bridge. 
Then, slowly over the years, the Welcome was reborn. It finally was 
placed in the water at the city docks of Mackinaw City in May of 1980. It 
remained at that spot until it was finally dry docked (for rot) in 1990. By 
the year 1992 the ship was located in Traverse City where repairs were 
made so that she could once again sail. In the fall of 2014 the Welcome 
returned to Mackinaw City and is today on exhibit at the new dockside 
restaurant, the Hook. Over the past forty-five plus years I have closely 
followed the ups and downs of this historic ship, and am very pleased that 
it now has a permanent home. It truly was, and is, a living museum.

 - Rick Wiles

The Welcome is being rejuvenated at the Hook
This week the mast on the replica Welcome, the Revolutionary 
War era sloop, was lifted into place. Local historian Rick 
Wiles sent me this letter that quickly recounts the story of this 
Welcome.

Bob Schafer, in the center with the beard, is masterminding this 
restoration of the Welcome
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Beaver Active on North Central Trail
Bicycling just south of the laundry on the North Central State trail a few weeks ago I saw beaver activity. The wetland to 
the	west	of	the	trail	was	filling	the	air	with	the	loud,	grating	croaks	of	bull	frogs.	I	noticed	that	the	water	was	up	and	then	
I noticed the drag marks across the trail. A beaver has been cutting trees on one side of the trail and dragging them to the 
other.

Source: http://dolly.jorgensenweb.net/nordicnature/?p=1568

Beaver as Food
Beaver was a handy protein source for the early French 
residents of Mackinaw. Not only was it available but the 
theological debate about what could and could not be 
eaten on holy days distinguished between land animals 
and	water	animals	(not	meat	and	fish).	Of	course	fish	are	
water animals but the church also ruled, perhaps out of 
expediency, that beaver and muskrat are water animals 
and can be eaten on Fridays, during Lent, and other holy 
days. In fact, Friday muskrat meals are still common in the 
Detroit area.

But	beaver	do	not	have	both	fins	and	scales,	a	combination	
necessary	to	qualify	them	as	fish	as	required	to	be	kosher.	
So they cannot be eaten by Jews.

Want to try some? 
MICHIGAN TRAPPING SEASON DATES:

Unit A
Resident: Oct. 25 - Apr. 14
Nonresident: Nov. 15 - Apr. 14

Unit B
Resident: Nov. 1 - Apr. 14
Nonresident: Nov. 24 - Apr. 14

Unit C
Resident: Nov. 10- Mar. 31
Nonresident: Dec. 15 - Mar. 31

There is no limit and no kill tag or registration is required. For 
more details check out the DNR web site
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/michigan_fur_
harvester_digest_625943_7.pdf
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Black legged or deer tick is the 
carrier of Lyme disease

Lyme Disease NOT Reported Here Yet
Last	year	there	were	262	confirmed	cases	of	Lyme	disease	in	Michigan.	Symptoms	
are fever, chills, headaches, fatigue and muscle and joint pain. Doctors can be slow 
to identify the disease and the treatment is controversial. Try to avoid ticks by 
staying away from high grass, use insect spray, tuck in your pant legs, and check 
your	body	each	night.	If	you	find	a	tick	and	it	is	attached	save	it	in	case	you	suspect	
you have the disease. Read details at 
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-health-watch/woman-tick-and-fight-michigan-
over-lyme-disease



Kavanaugh appears to be coming the new U.S. Supreme Court Swing Vote

Source: New York Times June 29, 2019

Perry Terrian putting up new pedestrian signs for the 
holiday

The Welcome will be a 
tourist attraction
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