
   Events in Mackinaw City 
Concerts at Conkling Heritage Park in July and August on Tuesdays, Saturdays, and select Fridays at 8 pm
Friday Night Fireworks, view from Conkling Heritage Park, at dusk, thru Labor Day Weekend
Governor’s Residence Tour Mackinac Island, every Wednesday 9:30 - 11:30 am

June 8 Saturday
•	 Arts Council Fabric Dyeing Class, Women’s Club, 10 am, $

June 10 Monday
•	 Craig Wilson on 300th anniversary of Fort Michilimackinac for Historic Society, library, 7 pm
•	 Jupiter in Opposition, Headlands, 8 - 10 pm. entry fee $5, parking fee $10

June 12
•	 Botanical Trail Dedication, Mackinac Island, 6 pm

June 15 Saturday
•	 Native American Drum Making Class Heritage Village, 1 - 4 pm $

June 18 Tuesday
•	 Arts Council Driftwood Class, 6:30 pm, $

June 21 Friday
•	 Evening geocaching, Headlands, 6 - 10 pm

June 22 - 23
•	 Civil War Weekend, Fort Mackinac, 9:30 am - 7 pm

June 29 - 30 Saturday - Sunday
•	 Arts and Craft Show, Conkling Heritage Park, Saturday 10 am - 7 pm, Sunday 10 am - 3 pm
•	 Rendezvous at the Straits: Voyageur Culture, Colonial Michilimackinac, 9 am - 7 pm

Mackinaw Straits WyldLife Club canceled this 
Wednesday, June 5. Clubs will return in the fall on 
Sunday afternoon/eve. Look for events this summer. 
Thanks, Miss Vicki!

Can you name these pelts? Our first and 
second graders learned them at camp.

From left: badger, possum, red fox, skunk, river 
otter, pine martin, mink, muskrat, beaver
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300 Years of Michilimackinac History 
talk by State Historic Parks historian Craig Wilson

Monday, June 10, library, 7 pm

Founded by the French around 1715, Michilimackinac has been a center of activity 
at the Straits of Mackinac for well over three centuries. This program will take 
a quick tour through 300+ years of Michilimackinac’s history, discussing the 
community’s role in bringing people to the Mackinac area.

Speaker Biography: Craig Wilson is the Curator of History for Mackinac 
State Historic Parks. He supervises interpretation and exhibits at Colonial 
Michilimackinac and the Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse in Mackinaw City.

The Chamber of Commerce: Community Excellence Awards Dinner and Raffle
by Jamie Westfall
To	replace	Cash	Bash	Raffle	the	chamber	is	developing	an	awards	dinner.	We	will	ask	for	community	participation	in	this	
event to nominate individuals, organizations, and businesses deserving of special recognition in the following categories:

Citizen of the Year - individual recognized for exceptional contributions to the community
Rising Star Award - individual 22-40 years old, min. two years at same employer, demonstrates creativity and initiative
Educator of the Year - exceptional teacher or staff member from Mackinaw City Public Schools
Business of the Year - model business practices, collaborative, community leader
Hospitality Leadership Award - individual employee recognized by employer for exceptional service
Chamber Champion - recognition to individual Board, Ambassador, or Friend, for contributions to the Chamber
Entrepreneurial	Business	of	the	Year	-	a	business	in	the	first	5	years	of	operation
Organization	of	the	Year	-	model	non-profit,	active,	community-focused

This new awards dinner will be held on November 1st. As you are working this summer please think about 
who you might nominate (you can even nominate your own business, organization, or your star employee). 
The	form	is	available	on	our	website	www.mackinawchamber.com,	in	our	office.

Emmet County changes Parks and Recreation Director
Marci Schmiege, Director of Parks and Recreation for Emmet County, no longer works for Emmet County.  The job 
position has been posted on the county web site, emmetcounty.org.

Road Work - Trailsend Rd.
You may have seen the new culvert under Trailsend Road. This is part of road 
repairs going in from Central Ave. to just past First Beach according to Twp. 
Supervisor Roger Moore. The road will be closed, probably later in the summer 
for the work to occur. Watch for signs. Watch for more information as I learn 
about the work planned for the rest of the road to Wilderness State Park.
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Mackinac Policy Conference - Line 5
May 28-31

Wednesday, protesters took to the area under the clock to remind policy makers attending the Mackinac Policy Conference 
on Mackinac Island of the still unsettled dispute over Line 5. While at the Mackinac Policy Conference, Michigan 
Attorney General Dana Nessel said she would take legal action to shut down the pipeline by the end of June if Gov. 
Whitmer couldn’t negotiate a tunnel agreement that expedites the shutting of Line 5.

Working out of our marina
Trucks	from	these	two	companies	are	parked	in	the	marina.	I	didn’t	find	out	specifically	what	they	are	doing	but	here	is	
what their web sites are selling.

http://www.etracinc.com/projects/oil-and-gas/cook-
inlet-pipelines/

“Services include hydrographic and geophysical 
survey using high-resolution multibeam, SideScan, 
magnetometer and Subbottom sensors”

https://www.geodynamicsgroup.com

“Geodynamics specializes in coastal and nearshore 
remote	sensing	and	charting.	Seafloor	mapping/
monitoring to support planning and infrastructure 
development for offshore energy, sediment resources, 
and military activities.”

Enbridge offers 2024 finish for Great Lakes tunnel project
Enbridge Inc. said Thursday it could have a proposed oil pipeline tunnel built and operating beneath the Straits, if there 
are	no	permitting	delays,	by	early	2024,	responding	to	demands	from	Michigan	officials	to	expedite	the	shutdown	of	the	
existing twin pipelines.

“Under Enbridge’s latest timeline, underwater rock and soil sampling would begin in June, followed by 
design work and construction of a custom tunnel boring machine in 2020. Boring through bedrock and 
building the tunnel at an average of 40 feet (12 meters) per day would run from 2021 through 2023, with 
testing and commissioning in early 2024.” reports the StarTribune on May 30th
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First and Second Grade Camp-Out
Every	year	the	first	and	
second graders go on a 
camp-out. Sometimes 
the weather is cold, 
sometimes it is wet, this 
year it was perfect (even 
the	black	flies	found	it	
delightful). The program is 
designed to allow hands-
on outdoor education. 
Sarah Mayhew, of Little 
Traverse Conservancy, 
ran the early afternoon 
scavenger hunt, looking for 
signs of animals, learning 
to identify tree leaves, and 
listening for the sounds 
of nature. The afternoon 
session was run by Andrea 
Erratt,	a	Conservation	Officer	
for 22 years with the DNR. She explained what a 
Conservation	Officer	does,	explained	DNR	laws,	
and had students point out natural resources around 
them. Her stories have always made a lasting 
impression on the students.

Buddies Ethan Ford and TJ Peterson romped in the fields
Banditos: Sam Strittmatter, Keilan Thompson, Cecelia Barrett

19 students took part in the camp-out in the bunk houses at Wilderness State Park
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Students present award to Ms. Lee for 
taking them to state Science Olympiad 
(Quinn Rogala imaking the presentation)

Both students and teachers are leaving - Logan Smith 
gets his woodworking award from teacher Scott Mills, 
both of whom are leaving Mackinaw City Public School in 
a few days

Upper Level Awards Given
As is tradition this time of the year the 6-12th graders received their awards for the year. Awards were given for a variety 
of successes such as letter grades, most improved, hardest working, service to community, attitude, and skills. It was a 
time for teachers and students to enjoy their achievements (and be reminded to smile about them).
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Mackinaw History
Bill Shepler 
commented on this 
photo. “We would 
take tourists out 
to view laying of 
the pipeline back 
in those days. We 
would see tugs and 
barges pulling the 
pipe. There was 
nothing scheduled; 
it was a charter 
arrangement.  Any 
way to make a 
dollar!!”

I asked what 75¢ 
bought as advertised 
in the sign above the 
truck. 

Bill said, “I 
believe that charge 
was for parking 
overnight for 
persons going to 
the Island. My dad built 
a restaurant for people 
to lunch while they were 
waiting for the ferry that 
landed at the end of the 
railroad dock. Our place 
of business was located 
at the base of the railroad 
dock and we would park 
cars for people going to 
the Island with the Arnold 
line that docked at the end 
of the railroad dock. Our 
speedboat days were on a 
charter basis with a lot of 
trips at night in all kinds 
of weather. Ah, the good 
old days.” Preliminary survey work on N. 

Huron Ave.

Flowers to Mackinac Island
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NOAA reports plant 
hardiness zones
Gardeners rely on plant hardiness 
zones to pick plants that will survive 
cold temperatures. 

The coldest days each year for 
the different 30-year periods were 
averaged, sorted into 10-degree 
Fahrenheit bins, and then mapped into 
continuous zones with similar minimum 
temperatures. 

Reported in the New York Times May 23, 2019. 
Reported in NOAA at https://www.climate.
gov/news-features/
featured-images/
planting-earth-day-
garden-consider-
climate’s-‘new-
normal’

The USDA 
maintains a 
more detailed 
map at https://
planthardiness.
ars.usda.gov/
PHZMWeb/Default.
aspx#

USDA puts us in zone 5a currently. 
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“Pioneering golden eagle found poisoned in Yellowstone” 
was the headline in the Guardian of April 16, 2019.

Todd Katzner, one of the key speakers at Raptor Fest this year, 
reported the autopsy results on the dead Golden Eagle found in 
protected Yellowstone National Park this spring. Last August this 
Golden	Eagle	had	been	the	first	to	be	fitted	with	a	radio	transmitter	
in Yellowstone. When the bird stopped moving, its transmitter 
allowed it to be recovered four months later. Despite hunting 
restrictions within Yellowstone, the eagle had died from lead 
poisoning when it searched for food outside the park.

Dr. Katzner explained that eagles often feed on game carcasses and 
gut piles that are usually contaminated with lead fragments, poison 
to animals. Lead in the food chain was addressed by the Eastern 
Golden Eagle Working Group at their biennial meeting held this 
year in Mackinaw in association with Raptor Fest.

Of all the topics discussed by the Golden Eagle experts, I learned 
the most about lead. Lead in paint and water are only the beginning 
of the problem. Despite non-leaded gas, lead is still in the air and on 
the ground, where earthworms and other ground feeders concentrate 
it. There are no known safe levels. A neurotoxin, lead harms nervous 
systems, particularly the brain. In addition, living bodies try to use 
it to replace calcium, thus weakening bones. Some birds -- vultures, 
eagles -- have highly acid stomachs, adapted to allow them to digest 
carrion, but that acidity absorbs more lead into the blood from 
whence it reaches the brain and bones. They are particularly susceptible to lead poisoning.

Dr. Tricia Miller and Mike Lanzone with a Golden Eagle carrying a cellular tracking device on its back

Dr. Todd Katzner

Only 8% of ammo is for hunting.
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CDC recommends 
that children and 
pregnant women do 
not eat meat taken 
with a lead bullet

Since raptors are birds of prey, all raptors 
eat meat: other birds, mammals, insects or 
carcasses. So all of the birds being counted in 
Mackinaw are at danger from lead poisoning. 

Chris Parish of the Peregrine Fund showed 
x-rays of animals shot with lead bullets. You 
can see from the photos how a lead bullet 
splinters into fragments, especially when it hits 
bone. Any animal that eats this meat will be 
eating lead, whether that is a Golden Eagle, a 
California Condor, or a human.

Chris pointed out that solid copper bullets 
fly	straighter,	don’t	fragment,	and	are	now	
essentially the same price as lead bullets. So 
although	lead	bullets	are	fine	for	non-hunting	
gun activities, when shooting at game everyone 
is better off with copper, thus keeping lead 
out of the food chain. He told how hunters in 
Arizona and elsewhere have embraced hunter 
ethics to ‘Know Your Target and Beyond’ 
and take care of both the targeted game, other 
wildlife, and humans.

Bullet fragments after impact

bullet track
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Tracking Golden Eagles
Also reported at the Golden Eagle meeting was a fascinating love story. Fitting more birds with cellular tracking devices 
has increased understanding of the record numbers of them passing through Mackinaw City. Here a Golden Eagle couple 
left	Bernheim	Arboretum	and	Research	Forest,	a	protected	area	in	Kentucky	where	some	Golden	Eagles	winter.	One	flew	
north through Duluth while its mate went through Mackinaw City, perhaps to rendezvous in upper Canada. As of the time 
of Raptor Fest, neither had passed a cell tower so their current locations were unknown. They will likely nest in the Arctic 
near Hudson Bay.

photo and data by Andrew Berry of Bernheim
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How to Fund the State Park System- its history
by Casey Warner, Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Michigan	state	parks	officially	celebrated	their	100th	birthday	earlier	on	May	12.	

It’s a story that can’t be told without talking about cars, as the automobile industry drove development of Michigan’s state 
park	system.	Early	in	its	history,	the	question	of	how	to	finance	continued	growth	of	that	system	–	and	whether	funding	
should	be	tied	to	the	vehicles	traveling	to	parks	–	was	raised.	Initial	state	park	development	was	dependent	on	gifts	of	
lands by donors, but if expansion was to continue, there was a realization that the state would need a long-term funding 
source to purchase more land.

The Biennial Report of the Michigan Department of Conservation for 1925/1926 [just six years after the park system’s 
inception] said, “…since our State Park system is almost entirely an outgrowth of the automobile, it appears that the cost 
of sites could be best and most fairly met by revenue from car licenses or gasoline.”

As automobiles and the interstate highway system connected parks and tourists more than ever before, the state parks 
system was unable to meet the demand of growing attendance and needed more funding. In 1957, the state Conservation 
Commission	asked	the	Michigan	Legislature’s	permission	to	set	up	a	park	fee	system	–	an	annual	vehicle	sticker,	the	
predecessor of today’s Recreation Passport.

These windshield stickers, priced at $2 a year or 50 cents for a daily sticker, allowed unlimited vehicle access to state 
parks	and	replaced	the	previous	per-individual	park	entry	fees.	Sticker	sales	were	intended	to	help	finance	improvements	
to the parks system, as well as add more parks. Two of Michigan’s neighbors, Minnesota and Ontario, had pioneered 
similar sticker plans that were the inspiration for Michigan’s vehicle permits.

When	the	stickers	first	were	proposed,	there	was	strong	agreement	that	the	parks	system	needed	more	revenue.	In	fact,	the	
Conservation Commission based its recommendation on a survey of 4,700 park users, which showed that only one in 12 
opposed charging a fee for using parks. A 1956 editorial in the Bay City Times read:

“Common sense, as well as polls of tourists, indicate that fees for admission to our state parks such as our natural 
parks charge would be gladly paid. Some such program for financing expansion, improvements and maintenance 
of our state's greatest natural resources — its beauty and play advantages — must he found soon if their proper 
development is to be achieved.”

However, the road to implementing the vehicle sticker system was an uphill one, with sticker legislation in both 1957 and 
1959 vetoed by then Gov. G. Mennen Williams because of concerns about transferring the cost of park improvement to 
users. In 1960, the Legislature passed yet another version of the bill, which was not vetoed. By 1968, the annual vehicle 
permits had become an important source of revenue supporting 
Michigan state parks. 

By 2004, the parks system was in dire straits, having stopped 
getting support from tax dollars when state parks were removed 
from the General Fund in 2004. “At that time the parks were facing 
a	$300	million-plus	infrastructure	deficit	–	meaning	it	would	cost	
more than $300 million to make the needed restorations to existing 
buildings, campground utilities, roads and historic sites,” DNR 
Parks and Recreation Division Chief Ron Olson said. “Camping 
fees were unable to generate enough money to sustain operations, 
and	combined	with	the	infrastructure	deficit,	many	historic	facilities	
began to fall into disrepair.”

Repair work is ongoing at 
Wilderness State Park
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The	Citizens	Advisory	Committee	for	Michigan	State	Parks,	created	in	2005	and	charged	with	finding	a	long-term	funding	
solution to ensure Michiganders could continue using the parks, was instrumental in developing and advocating for the 
Recreation Passport. The passport would be tied to the vehicle registration process and required for vehicles entering 
state parks. Olson said that the theory was that reducing the cost of the annual state park pass and offering it to all vehicle 
owners when they renew their license plates would lead to an increase in the number of people who chose to support parks 
and in funding.“And it worked,” he said.

In October 2010, Michigan residents saw the last of the previous $24 window stickers in favor of the new Recreation 
Passport. Priced at just $10 and providing year-round access to all state parks, the Recreation Passport was a success. In its 
first	year,	the	passport	was	purchased	for	almost	25	percent	of	the	vehicles	registered	in	Michigan,	generating	$7	million	
more for state parks than the previous year.

Today,	the	$11	Recreation	Passport	–	the	purchase	price	was	raised	in	2013	based	on	a	statutory	requirement	that	it	
must	keep	pace	with	inflation	–	helps	fund	maintenance	and	improvements	at	Michigan’s	103	state	parks,	state	forest	
campgrounds, trails and boat launches, as well as local park improvements via Recreation Passport grants, historic sites 
within state parks, and outdoor recreation facilities and opportunities.

Recreation Passport sales make up 23 percent of state park funding. Other funding sources include camping and lodging 
reservations (39 percent); oil, gas and mineral royalty revenues (30 percent); concessions and shelter reservations (3 
percent); and miscellaneous other 
sources (5 percent).

In this centennial celebration year 
of the Michigan state parks, despite 
creative efforts to develop a new 
revenue stream, a funding gap 
continues between money available to 
make park improvements and the cost 
of needed upgrades and repairs.
DNR Director Dan Eichinger says 
that	finding	solutions	to	this	problem	
among his top-drawer priorities. 
Michigan has a 100-year-old park 
system with a bulging backlog of 
unfunded park maintenance and 
improvement projects.
“I’m concerned that at some point 
that’s going to crush the park system,” 
he said.

Here is what we get for our money: a place for school kids to play, camping, and history

Record High Water Levels
All of the Great Lakes have set a new high water level for the month of May.  Lake Michigan has 
risen 9 inches since May 1. 

Source: https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/Great-Lakes-Information/Great-Lakes-Water-
Levels/Water-Level-Forecast/Weekly-Great-Lakes-Water-Levels/
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Here is what we get for our money: a place for school kids to play, camping, and history

Mackinac State Historic Parks has new board members
Two new Mackinac State Historic Park Commissioners, appointed by Governor Gretchen Whitmer, are: 
 
Marlee Brown, resident Commissioner from Mackinac Island. Marlee, an accomplished artist and mother of 6, is the 
daughter of Paul and Meg Brown (Meg served on the Commission from 1991-1998). Marlee is married to Dan Musser. 
Her term will expire in 2025.
 

Phillip	Pierce,	Grosse	Pointe	Shores,	is	a	managing	member	of	the	financial	and	information	
systems	firm	Pierce,	Monroe,	and	Associates,	LLC	in	Detroit.	Mr.	Pierce	is	the	first	African	
American	appointed.	He	was	appointed	to	fill	a	vacancy	left	by	the	resignation	of	Chuck	Yob.	His	
term will expire in 2023.

Also at the MSHP Commission meeting it was announced that the library in the Petersen Center 
will be named the Keith R. Widder Library in honor and recognition of his effort to create and 
expand the commission library and use its many resources to preserve and present the rich history 
of Mackinac State Historic Parks. Dr. Keith R. Widder worked for Mackinac State Historic Parks 
from 1972 to 1998, and served the Commission in a variety of professional roles including Curator 
of Collections, supervisor of mainland interpretive programs, and Curator of History. Dr. Widder 
organized the commission library collection and developed the management plan for books, 
maps,	plans,	photographs,	glass	plate	negatives,	microfilm,	and	manuscripts,	and	other	historical	
resources. Dr. Keith Widder

The gender was gap is higher for women with bachelor’s degress than for those without
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Michiganders See Bad Roads Getting Worse, But Don’t Agree on the Fix
•	 Three-quarters of state residents say Michigan’s roads are in poor or terrible condition. 
•	 Two-thirds say Michigan road conditions are getting worse. 
•	 More	than	three-quarters	say	the	state	should	spend	an	additional	$1	billion	or	more	each	year	to	fix	Michigan	roads.	

Only one in three support spending the full $2 billion or more per year that experts recommend.
•	 A slim majority of residents are willing to pay at least $100 more per year to fund road repairs.

A Center for Michigan Public Engagement Report released last week shows no consensus on how to pay for 
improvements. Of all the options being discussed by the legislature, none, except Wait and See, received more than a third 
approval. When forced to pick their best payment option, cutting government spending received the most votes. https://
www.bridgemi.com/sites/default/files/roads_report.pdf
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The Center for Michigan report on fixing roads
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