
   Events in Mackinaw City 
Concerts at Conkling Heritage Park in July and August on Tuesdays, Saturdays, and select Fridays at 8 pm
Friday Night Fireworks, view from Conkling Heritage Park, at dusk, thru Labor Day Weekend
Governor’s Residence Tour Mackinac Island, every Wednesday 9:30 - 11:30 am

June 27 Thursday
•	 Children’s Free Art, pavilion behind school, 10 am - noon

June 28 Friday
•	 Book Signing at Mystery Town, 3 pm - 6 pm

June 29 - 30 Saturday - Sunday
•	 Arts and Craft Show, Conkling Heritage Park, Saturday 10 am - 7 pm, Sunday 10 am - 3 pm
•	 Rendezvous at the Straits: Voyageur Culture, Colonial Michilimackinac, 9 am - 7 pm

July 1
•	 Talk by artist Andy Sacksteder, Library, 7 pm

July 4
•	 Women’s Club Strawberry Social, Marina Lawn, 10 am - 5 pm, $
•	 Straits Area Concert Band, Conkling Heritage Park, 9 pm

July 6 - 7
•	 1812 Encampment at Forts Holmes and Mackinac, 9:30 am - 7 pm

July 9 Tuesday
•	 50th Anniversary of the Moon Landing, Headlands, 8 - 10 pm

July 11 Thursday
•	 Author Susan Crandall presentation, library, noon

July 13
•	 Port Huron to Mackinac Yacht Race

July 13 - 14
•	 Pastimes in Times Past: Fun and Games at Colonial Michilimackinac, 9 am - 7 pm
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Celebrate Colonial Michilimackinac with Special Themed Weekends in 2019
 
On one weekend a month, Colonial Michilimackinac will 
hold a special event that explores in depth a dimension of 
life at the fort using visitors as participants. It is a chance to 
really understand how life was lived by the fort community. 
Remember this was a small town, not exclusively a military 
installation. There were women, kids, fun, food, and games.

“We hope that visitors attending these events take away 
a deeper understanding of our past,” said Craig Wilson, 
Curator of History
.
During Rendezvous at the Straits: Voyageur Culture, 
June 29–30, guests can try their hand at voyageur games 
and other activities the voyageurs needed to keep the Great 
Lakes fur trade moving. If weather permits, interpreters 
will paddle to the fort in two canoes for guests to see how 
the boats were used in the 18th century. This is the only 
opportunity for guests to see the canoes in action.

Pastimes in Times Past: Fun and Games, July 13–14, 
allows guests to take part in games of skill and chance, sing 
songs, take tea with the neighbors, dance, and more.

Gardens and Good Things to Eat, Aug. 10–11, guests 
can join interpreters in cooking meals and learn about the 
unique food cultures of Michilimackinac’s French, British 
and Native American Residents, while learning more about 
the site’s 5,500+ square feet of gardens.

During Michilimackinac at Work: Labor and Trades, 
Sept. 14–15, guests can join the interpretive staff as they 
demonstrate a variety of tasks that made up the world of 
work at Michilimackinac in the 18th century.

Finally, Fort Fright, Colonial Michilimackinac’s 
biggest annual event, will kick off the Halloween 
season the weekend of Oct. 4–5 from 6:30 p.m.–9:30 
p.m. Lanterns light the way as guests experience 
a spooky side of Michilimackinac, complete with 
activities suited for all ages. Activities include a 
haunted house, demon walk, werewolf walk, and 
storytelling	near	bonfires	and	treats.	Tickets	for	Fort	
Fright are on sale now at mackinacparks.com.

Entry to all events, excluding Fort Fright, are included 
with regular admission to Colonial Michilimackinac 
and are held during regular site hours. Fort Fright is a 
special ticketed event.

photos Mackinac State Historic Parks

SEE THE CANOES COME IN
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BRONZE

Monday, July 1, 2019   7 pm
Mackinaw Area Public Library
528 W. Central Ave.

              FREE AND OPEN TO EVERYONE

Andy Sacksteder, a sculptor, is one of the recipients 
of the first Mackinac State Historic Parks 
Artist-in-Residence Program. 

A talk by sculptor 
Andy Sacksteder

Andy has won several awards including first place in 2015 International ArtPrize competition. He 
will be coming from Gladstone, MI for three weeks on Mackinac Island during which time he will 
sculpt a life-sized bust of a person historically relevant and significant to Mackinac Island. 

Two of his ArtPrize award winning sculptures entitled “Reach and Splash” are now overlooking 
the Straits from Mission Point on Mackinac Island. Among many other works he was 
commissioned to sculpt a young 6’3” Ernest Hemingway which stands in Pennsylvania Park in 
Petoskey, MI as well as renowned Ohio State University football Coach Woody Hayes which 
stands in Columbus, OH.

  From

Clay 
to

Also Children Free Art this week behind school on Thursday at 10 am by 
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Believe the Fun!

Mysterytownusa.com   200 South Nicolet St.    Mackinaw City, MI 49701    
231-427-7030     mysterytownus

Join us for a
book signing with

Karen & Darrin Brege.

Featuring the all new
“bigfoot and the Mitten”

For more books by Karen & Darrin Brege, other 
unique gifts and souvenirs visit our mystery market!

*50% off admission tickets only during the event time of 3 - 6pm

Friday, June 28 • 3 - 6 pm

Refreshments will be served
and get 50% off attraction

admission tickets*
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Village Hall News
The MEDC, MDOT, and NLEA met with 
village staff to discuss the N. Huron St. road 
improvements. The state agencies were very 
encouraging and the MEDC indicated they 
would help with most of the funding. 

Raymond and Leslie Burdgick of 117 E. 
Sinclair requested the village assist with the 
cost of repairing their crushed sanitary sewer 
line. The sewer main runs on the opposite side 
of the street so the homeowner is responsible 
for the line as it passes under the road to 
their house. It is crushed in the middle of the 
road according to Mr. Burdgick. He feels 
the crushing has resulted from heavy trucks 
driving down the road. It will cost up to $9,000 
to repair the line and road even if Mr. Burdgick, a plumber, does the work himself and provides the new pipe. He was 
asking	for	financial	help	with	the	cost	of	the	road	repair.	Council	felt	this	might	be	the	first	of	a	string	of	such	requests.	
Two council members reported having similar problems and they paid the entire costs. With these thoughts in mind the 
council decided to send the issue to committee for further investigation of past practices and future potential problems. 

The water and sewer department reported that it is continuing to replace water meters. The new water and sewer 
employee, Will Aune, passed the beginning level water and sewer operator exams. Water well #5, east of the school, is 
being moved. The new well has been drilled and given an initial test. The pump in the old well will be removed and that 
well abandoned by standard procedures as the new well is hooked up. Currently the contractors are awaiting parts, then 
final	hook-up	and	testing	will	put	the	new	well	into	service.

Police	Chief	Woods	introduced	his	two	new	employees,	Officer	Ryan	Szalai	(see	article)	and	summer	parking	
enforcement	officer	Jacey	Adams.	She	is	a	student	at	Ferris	State.

Rosada Mann, responding to the earlier request by a citizen to have part of a road abandoned, asked the council what 
the criteria for abandonment are. Ken Lane, village attorney, said that roads can be abandoned if they are not being used 
for a public purpose. As to the criteria when the village sells land it owns, not roadways, council considers a request 
on a case by case basis. Dick Perlick, in his role as a tour guide, asked if something could be done about the narrowed 
doorways	to	the	restrooms	in	the	Outfitters	store.

The Lions Club presented the idea of a changeable illuminated sign for downtown to the entire council. The envisioned 
sign	would	be	like	that	in	Alanson,	which	has	an	illuminated	surface	area	of	3	feet	by	7	feet.	The	Lions	are	just	floating	
the	idea.	The	actual	work	of	figuring	out	the	best	design	and	raising	the	money	will	be	performed	by	a	new	group	of	
leaders	from	the	13	non-profit	organizations	that	would	benefit	from	having	their	events	posted.	The	Lions	were	asking	
if there would be legal roadblocks. Such a sign by any organization but the village would be illegal according to village 
ordinances, said attorney Lane. The village would have to be the primary stakeholder. The Lions seemed to prefer the 
village be the major stakeholder, i.e. be the ones changing the verbiage on the sign. The Lions will proceed.

The village council voted unanimously to accept the new list of priorities for work at Heritage Village that 
include running electricity to the pavilion and church and also extending water lines. The village, with the help 
of the third grade, planted a tree on June 4th for Arbor Day. The council passed a proclamation designating that 
day as our Arbor Day thus allowing Mackinaw to continue as a “Tree City.”
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   Bridges in our Area
The Mackinac Bridge is fascinating to me. Its beauty, its design, and its aberrant movements all lead to more and 
more questions.

Dr. David Steinman, designer of the Mackinac Bridge, was a genius who entered college, an institution that offered 
high school and college together in six years, at age 13. He was 4’ 4-1/2 inches tall and weighed 60 pounds, the 
size of an average 8-year-old. He was a prodigious scholar in an diminutive body. Having grown up living in an 
immigrant neighborhood under the Brooklyn Bridge, he took his intellect and applied it to long-span bridges. 
In 1911 he published his dissertation, “Suspension Bridges and Cantilevers: Their Economic Proportions and 
Limiting Spans.”

In his book he categorized bridges by their design style and the breadth of water they could economically 
cross. Small bridges were not his interest; he was interested in the long bridges and only two types existed 
at that time – cantilever and suspension. Cantilever bridges were like diving boards, hooked at one end and 
stretched out into space where they might join with other cantilever stretches coming from the opposite direction. Suspension 
bridges, like the Mackinac Bridge, dangled from a major cable and their limits were yet unknown. Some had reached 4,000 
feet.

Wondering	if	I	might	find	the	types	of	bridges	Steinman	described,	I	went	on	a	driving	tour.	It	turns	out	that	we	have	all	of	his	
types, mostly in Cheboygan. Here are how Steinman would categorize our bridges.

Steel girder Concrete archUp to 120’ span

M33 toward Onaway, 115 feetU.S. 23 on coming into Cheboygan, 64 feet

Shortest Spans
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From 120 to 550’ spanTruss bridge

Steel arch bridgeFrom 550 to 1,000’

Pedestrian	bridge	from	Chamber	office	across	to	park,	159	feetOld Railroad trestle now bike trail on the way to Onaway, 120 feet

Longer Spans

Lincoln Street Bridge, 460 feet

Intermediate Spans

Looking north Looking south
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Cantilever bridge
When trusses were added above and below the deck these could span up to 2,000’

Longest Spans

U.S. 23 draw bridge 240 feet
This span is not long but the 
drawbridge feature requires a 
cantilever. Most cantilever bridges 
have trusses holding the extension and 
look like this drawing. The trusses 
carry the weight of the extensions and 
allow long spans. We don’t have any of these nearby.

The Mackinac Bridge is made up of several parts, starting at the causeways, to truss bridges, and the 
central suspension bridge. The suspension portion, that portion hanging from the cables, is 8,600’
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Plans for new development at Father Marquette Park Revealed
The Straits of Mackinac Heritage Center Collaborative group displayed proposed plans for Father 
Marquette Park in Straits State Park in St. Ignace this week. The work is a collaboration between the 
DNR	and	local	groups	working	with	the	landscape	architectural	firm	of	Beckett	&	Raeder	since	January.

The plan is for an upgrade to the 80 acres of Straits State Park on the west side of I-75. It includes a 
learning or interpretive center that will 
be a new building serving as the entry 
focus to the property, and a heritage 
circle that will be an expanded version 
of the current Marquette interpretation 
building. These two developments will 
be owned by the state. In addition, 
more trails and lookouts will be 
constructed	to	“inspire	reflection,	
learning, and healthy lifestyles ... 
based on the Anishinaabe and French 
heritage of the region.” Strategic 
scenic views will be exposed and the 
buildings	will	reflect	the	Anishinaabe	
traditions with views to the east, west, 
north and south.

The site will also include two 
building sites to be rented to partner 
organizations “that are compatible 
with the planned use” of the property. 
One is proposed as an amphitheater 
to feature outdoor activities and the 
other as a building that might house a 
lodging facility or restaurant or . . . The 
plan also includes a bridge over I-75, 
connecting the east and west portions 
of the park for pedestrians, bicycles, 
and snowmobiles, something that has 
been requested for many years.

The group is working against a 5-year 
time limit imposed by a humanities 
grant for $500,000 that requires a 
$1,500,000 match. A timeline for 
raising the matching funds has been 
laid out and they are on target, helped 
substantially by a $100,000 grant from 
Meijers. B

eckett &
 R

aederpage 8 page 9June 23, 2019

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



Julie Schneider-Thomas, daughter of Art and Mim Schneider, brought youth volunteers to Heritage Village this week for 
two days of hard work. They represented the Zion Lutheran churches of Comstock Park and Rockford. They were assisted 
by local volunteers Angie Timan, MaryAnn Moore, Larry Flynn, Mary Madagan, Betty Waak, and Karen Dunkelberg (none 
shown).

Volunteer students 
spent two hard-
working days at 
Heritage Village. 
They did a lot of 
gardening, carrying 
debris, and general 
chores.

A
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Improvements at Heritage Village

Be the Winner - Historical Society Raffle
It is time again for the Mackinaw Area Historical Society's limited 
tickets/great	odds	raffle.	Tickets	are	$75	each	with	201	printed	
and only 200 sold. Ticket # 201 will be given away in our mail-in 
“early bird” drawing. 
 
For all requests received on or before Monday, July 1, 2019, one 
entry will be placed in the “early bird” drawing for each ticket 
purchased. The “early bird” drawing will take place on Tuesday, 
July 2, 2019 and the winner will receive ticket #201 and an extra 
chance at all the prizes: $3000, $1000, $300, $200 and $100. 
 
The prize drawings will take place at the Mackinaw Area Historic 
Festival on Saturday, July 27, 2019. You need not be present to 
win. 

Raffle	tickets	can	be	purchased	from	Dennis	Mikus	at	
Coffman's Hardware.

Come out and enjoy the park. Checkers are available all of 
the time

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS$
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Ryan Newman Ryan Edwards

Ryan Szalai

Meet Our Newest Police Officer Ryan Szalai 
(pronounced	za̅ – le̅)

 
He is on day shift until July 2nd

Despite his youth, having graduated from Allen Park High School in 2011, Ryan 
Szalai	comes	to	Mackinaw	City	as	an	experienced	police	officer.	He	has	served	
three years on the Livonia police force. But the up north life style, the slower pace 
of life, attracted him to Mackinaw City’s job.

Ryan is an avid outdoorsman. He loves to ride his dirt motorcycle, snowmobiles, 
and	to	hunt	and	fish.	Mackinaw	is	a	perfect	fit.

Police work attracted him at a very early age. He is not sure why he chose this 
career, but a close friend of his parents is in police work. And now his younger 
brother is going into it also. After graduating from high school he attended Henry 
Ford College earning an associate degree in law enforcement. He then graduated 
from Wayne County Regional Police Academy in 2015.

What he loves about police work is the variety of experiences every day, the 
chance to learn constantly, and most importantly the chance to help people who 
really need help. He noted that at Livonia he was able to save two lives, an 
opportunity that reinforced his enthusiasm for police work.

Mackinaw City has been a change from Livonia where the police department 
was	much	larger,	running	three	shifts	a	day	with	nine	officers.	And	where	the	number	of	call	was	much	higher,	averaging	
eighteen 9-1-1- calls in a shift.

Although	he	prefers	the	night	shift	(he	is	unmarried	with	no	kids),	he	started	day	shift	on	Friday	and	will	be	on	days	until	
July 2nd. This is your chance to meet him. He wants to put down roots here and is looking to buy a house. So stop and say 
hello.

Yes, we now have three Ryans working on the 
police force. Here are the other two, who are 
also recent hires.

Village hall is being made more accessible
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I enjoyed your Clem Valot story. When I bought at Wawatam Beach in 
1953 the only structure on the property was a one car garage with a dirt 
floor	and	an	iron	bed	upstairs	for	overflow	visitors	to	the	cottage,	which	
had also been on the lot but which had recently burned. I decided to 
turn the garage into a tiny cabin and see if the summer climate actually 
did help my severe asthma problem. In late September we went to 
Mackinaw to take possession of lot 51. First we had to locate Johnny 
Krueger who was the caretaker and obtain a key to the garage. We 
found	him	cleaning	a	heating	stove	on	the	2nd	floor	of	the	Dixie	Tavern.	
He came down to his pickup truck and pawed through a cake tin full of 
keys until he found the one for our garage. 

We	wanted	to	put	in	a	cement	floor	before	we	headed	back	south	for	
the winter. Ford Martin had a cement mixer truck and we spent most 
of a Sunday hunting him down in Mackinaw. Being strangers in town 
we didn’t know what he looked like or where he might be. Late in the 
day we located him and he agreed to supply the cement but we didn’t 
know who could install it. Luckily, at that time Clem Valot was having 
the apron for his brand new Gulf Station being put down by Mr. Roll 
who ran Roll’s Bar near Carp Lake and Martin Korte also of Carp Lake. 
Clem	kindly	let	them	have	a	bit	of	time	off	to	work	on	my	cement	floor.	
After the job was completed, we had to return to Birmingham. Once the 
floor	had	cured,	our	neighbors,	the	Dassows,	agreed	to	put	the	various	
tools that had been stored in the garage back inside and close the place 
up for the winter. On the 4th of July weekend the next year, Martin Korte 
replaced the old swinging doors with wood siding, a casement window and 
front door so that we’d have a cabin to move into a few weeks later.

Hartland Smith

Mr. Roll who operated Roll's Bar near Carp Lake is 
smoothing the newly poured slab. 

This shows the front of the old garage as it appeared in 
1954 after being turned into a cozy little red painted cabin. 
We summered there until 1959 when we moved into the 
larger cottage we built across Lakeside Drive on the north 
portion of lot 51. 

Mackinaw History

Traverse City's
Cherry Capital Airport Offers New Flights
Allegiant Air has announced service from Cherry 
Capital to
•	 Tampa/	St.	Pete	vis	St.	Pete-Clearwater	(PIE)	

beginning October 16, 2019
•	 Orlando,	Florida	via	Orlando	Sanford	(SFB)	

beginning October 17th
•	 Punta Gorda/Fort Myers, Florida via Punta Gorda 

(PGD)	beginning	October	17th	

Each with fares as low as $69. The planes will run 
twice a week. Check https://www.allegiantair.com.
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Gypsy moths numbers are rising in Michigan

Gypsy moths are an invasive species that as a caterpillar, 
caused widespread defoliation in Michigan from the mid-
1980s to the early 1990s. A large population in 2018 and 
summer drought has led to more caterpillars hatching this 
spring. The entire lower peninsula likely will become 
densely inhabited within the next few weeks and persist 
through mid-July.

These are not tent caterpillars that make the distinctive 
v-shaped tents in fruit trees. Gypsy moths make white 
downy nests on tree trunks that overwinter and hatch 
in the spring. The moths prefer oak, aspen, white birch, 
and willows. They tend to target trees that are weakened, 
perhaps from drought or otherwise are not in the best of 
health said James Wieferich, DNR forest health specialist. 

Mature forests normally can withstand heavy gypsy moth 
defoliation with little impact. Defoliated trees will begin to 
develop new leaves in July to replace those that were eaten. 

Gypsy	moths	were	first	discovered	in	Michigan	in	1954.	By	the	1980s	and	1990s,	large	
gypsy moth populations cycled through Michigan, defoliating up to a million acres in 
some years, said Scott Lint, DNR forest health specialist. At that time, the moths were 
new to the state, and the population grew rapidly. In 1991, a fungal pathogen found to be 
killing gypsy moth caterpillars in the northeastern states was deployed in Michigan. This 
fungus, Entomophaga maimaiga, proved an effective biological control, remaining in the 
soil from year to year and infecting gypsy moth caterpillars that come in contact with the 
soil or with other infected caterpillars. Moist soils help to activate the fungus and spread 
it among gypsy moth populations. So after drought summers the fungus is less effective.

Nucleopolyhedrosis	virus	(NPV)	is	a	naturally	occurring	virus	specific	to	gypsy	moths.	It	
can spread quickly during major gypsy moth outbreaks, causing a population crash. This 
virus also was used in Michigan in the 1990s with positive effects. To determine whether 
NPV is at work in a certain location, look for dead caterpillars attached to tree trunks in 
an upside-down “V” position. Caterpillars affected by the E. maimaiga fungus also remain attached to trunks but hang 
straight down.

These natural enemies of the gypsy moth are now well-established across Michigan and actively reduce gypsy moth 
populations. Wet spring weather has helped these control agents to develop and spread quickly. To date, these pathogens 
have limited the size of outbreaks, which rarely last more than a few years.

If you get these moths on your trees you can control them when caterpillars 
are massing, by spraying tree trunks with a mixture of dish soap and water or 

scraping caterpillars into a bucket of soap and water.

The gypsy moth has a yellow head followed by five pairs of blue dots 
and six pairs of red dots. The adults, the moths are fairly nondescript, 
with the males being darker and brownish while the females, which 
do not fly, are white with black markings.

They make white or beige fuzzy pods 
on tree trucks as nests

Male
Female, slightly 
larger and whiter
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Looking south across the bridge at a crew 
working on the dampener cables

Mackinaw City E-Team 

The	e-team	met	with	Emma	Cook	(Sr.	Analyst	–	Community	Engagement)	
from Enbridge regarding the tunnel development. Enbridge is about 2 years 
from the beginning of the project itself. Currently they are doing a geo-tech 
survey, then they will create the full design and apply for permitting. They 
are guessing the number of jobs that will be created will be about 200-300 for 
this 5-7 year project. They currently have six employees in the area and will 
probably add a couple more after the project is complete. 

The e-team has wondered if piggy-backing on the Enbridge housing needs 
for their large number of employees could create long-run housing units in 
Mackinaw City. Enbridge has been discussing their housing options. This 
is the biggest project Enbridge has ever undertaken so there are many new 
considerations. The tunnel construction and the Soo locks project are on 
same construction schedule and both are facing a housing shortage. The 
Soo locks construction team is already talking of busing workers from as 
far as Cheboygan. Is there potential for Mackinaw to partner with both to 
get housing in Mackinaw City? There will be regional educational meetings 
August 6, 7, 8 on the tunnel project. 

This	project	will	increase	the	taxable	value	and	therefore	directly	benefit	
the school. According to Jeff Curth, the taxes generated from Line 5 that are 
designated for the school make up about 14% of the school’s annual budget. 
Enbridge has purchased houses from people along the corridor that their 
trucks will be traveling once the project starts, to keep people from having 
issues with the noise. Only one of the houses that they have purchased will be 
knocked down and the others will be resold upon completion of the project. 
They are interested in being community and economic development partners 
and they do have a philanthropic arm- Community Investment Programs of 
Enbridge. 

More Finds in Excavation at Colonial Michilimackinac
Curator of Archaeology Dr. Lynn Evans shares, “The large piece of feather-edged creamware that 
has	been	sticking	out	of	the	root	cellar	[House	E]	since	last	season	has	finally	been	excavated.	

As	anticipated,	it	was	the	final	piece	of	the	plate	that	was	
mostly excavated last summer. The way the sherds were 
found in relation to each other indicates that the plate was 
broken elsewhere and then deposited in the cellar. This was 
an	exciting	find	because	we	very	rarely	find	complete	ceramic	
vessels at Michilimackinac, even in pieces.
 
“That was not the only interesting artifact to come out of the cellar 
recently,” Evans continued. “A trade silver circle brooch was excavated at 
the end of last week. This was the fourth circle brooch excavated from the 
cellar. Both the creamware plate and trade silver pin are excellent markers 
for the British occupation.”
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EDC meeting
The persistence of Pastor Dave Wallis has resulted in Dollar General talking to a local land owner about a possible store 
location on the west side in Mackinaw City. The EDC had been pursuing a Family Dollar store and getting nowhere. But 
Dave continued to talk to folks and has arranged a site visit by one of Dollar General’s Michigan representatives. A site 
visit indicates that negotiations are close enough to warrant the trip. If it takes a village push to make the sale happen the 
village has sweeteners it can offer:
 1. pre-approval or expedited approval of site plans
 2. adjustment to water and sewer hook-up fees
 3. tax abatement for a limited time

Hannah	Sanderson,	of	Northern	Lakes	Economic	Alliance	(NLEA),	our	development	guide,	can	help	guide	the	village	in	
making this development quick and easy. Dollar General buys vacant land and builds their building, planning to run the 
store for maybe six years, then offering it to local investors.

Work continued on the Redevelopment Ready Community paperwork. By working to make the town more development 
friendly	Mackinaw	qualifies	for	state	grant	funding.	A	large	part	of	the	work	is	creating	development	guidelines,	check	
lists,	and	tools,	then	putting	them	on	the	web	site	so	investors	can	find	their	way	to	developing	in	Mackinaw.	The	village	
is about half way toward meeting all of the requirements and summer interns for NLEA will help push the work along.

Michigan Public Service Commission Predicts Upcoming Energy Costs
Electricity sales are predicted to fall 2.2% for homeowners and 0.6% for commercial businesses, but up 0.3% for 
industrial users. Demand for natural gas is expected to be up for the year by 1.4% due to the earlier polar vortex. But, if 
prices don’t change from their current levels we could see a $20 drop in our annual bill because prices have fallen. 

Automobile gasoline demand is expected to be up for the 7th year in a row, driving prices at the pump. A gallon is 
expected to be $2.83 a gallon during the April through September driving season. These predictions are based on an 
expectation of normal summer temperatures. However, predictions are that summer will be slightly warmer than normal. 
Last year, May through September, temperatures were 37% warmer than normal.

Enbridge proceeds with work
Enbridge is not letting Attorney General Dana Nessel’s threat of a Line 5 shutdown at the end of the month slow their 
work toward a tunnel. Enbridge has been working west of Mackinaw City taking soil borings and now they are prepared 
to move to offshore testing. First, they will work from a barge in shallow water and about a month later they will use a 
specially equipped vessel being retrieved from the North Sea for testing in deeper water.

According to a spokesperson for Gov. Whitmer the current sampling is legal but it does not imply a guarantee that a 
tunnel	will	be	permitted.	The	work	is	being	done	at	Enbridge’s	financial	risk.	The	rock	and	soil	sampling	is	expected	to	be	
completed this year. Enbridge and Consumer Energy Alliance, often portrayed at a fossil-fuel support group, are ramping 
up their public advertising for the tunnel in newspapers across the state.

Concerns about the pipeline resurfaced this week as a freighter moored on the Canadian side of the Detroit River broke its 
mooring line and the crew had to dispatch its anchor near a buried pipeline carrying ethane.

A	Toledo	refinery	fears	a	loss	of	all	jobs	if	the	pipeline	is	shut	down	at	https://www.toledoblade.com/local/
environment/2019/06/18/toledo-refining-company-eyes-line-five-controversy-with-worries-about-shutdown-job-losses/
stories/20190618002
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Nervous to cross the bridge? 
#MackinacBridge Driver Assist Program is available 24 hours 
/	7	days	a	week.	Call	the	main	desk	at	(906)-643-7600	from	
Mackinaw City or St. Ignace and request a driver assist. We 
will help with any type of vehicle from semi's and RV's to 
motorcycles.

The South Tower painting project on the 
#Mackinacbridge progressed to its second phase last 
week.	With	the	first	strut	being	completed.	Seaway	
moved up to the second strut of the tower and will work 
on this section over the next few weeks.

Are You Following the Bridge on Twitter?

photos Mackinac Bridge Authority

Americanitis
Do You Have Americanitis? or 
neurasthenia as it was called in 1869. 
"Ancient Rome was brought to ruin by 
neurasthenia, which sapped the tough 
old stock and left it an easy prey to 
barbarians," reported the British Medical 
Journal in 1909. Today we call it burnout. 
Then they worried that "hustling" would 
lead to a breakdown.
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Did you see the sundog Thursday at noon? A sundog results from ice crystals in high cirrus clouds. The 
crystals act as prisms making the circular rainbow. Some believe that seeing a sundog forecasts an arriving 
warm front with rain.
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Census data released this week shows that Michigan has the 12th oldest populations in the nation, with a median age of 
39.8 years. Maine is the oldest and Utah is the youngest. Back in 1990 Michigan was the youngest. And 21 of Michigan's 
83 counties have a median age over 50, the 
highest percentage in the nation. They are 
all up north.

This trend reinforces the concern of 
a worker shortage and a dearth of 
entrepreneurs in Michigan, both holding 
back economic development.

Source: Gongwer, Bridge Magazine and Census Bureau
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