
   Events in Mackinaw City 
Concerts at Conkling Heritage Park in July and August on Tuesdays, Saturdays, and select Fridays at 8 pm
Friday Night Fireworks, view from Conkling Heritage Park, at dusk, thru Labor Day Weekend
Governor’s Residence Tour Mackinac Island, every Wednesday 9:30 - 11:30 am

June 29 - 30 Saturday - Sunday
•	 Arts and Craft Show, Conkling Heritage Park, Saturday 10 am - 7 pm, Sunday 10 am - 3 pm
•	 Rendezvous at the Straits: Voyageur Culture, Colonial Michilimackinac, 9 am - 7 pm

July 1 Monday
•	 Talk by artist Andy Sacksteder, Library, 7 pm

July 4 Thursday
•	 Women’s Club Strawberry Social, Marina Lawn, 10 am - 5 pm, $
•	 Straits Area Concert Band, Conkling Heritage Park, 9 pm

July 6 - 7 Saturday, Sunday
1812 Encampment at Forts Holmes and 
Mackinac, 9:30 am - 7 pm

July 9 Tuesday
•	 50th Anniversary of the Moon 

Landing, Headlands, 8 - 10 pm

July 11 Thursday
•	 Author Susan Crandall 

presentation, library, noon

July 13 Saturday
•	 Port Huron to Mackinac Yacht 

Race

July 13 - 14 Friday, Saturday
•	 Pastimes in Times Past: 

Fun and Games at Colonial 
Michilimackinac, 9 am - 7 pm

July 18 Thursday
•	 Children’s Free Art, Pavilion 

behind school, 10 am - noon
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These are the workers who volunteered at Heritage Village. Julie Schneider-Thomas, daughter of Art and Mim 
Schneider, brought youth volunteers to Heritage Village last week for two days of hard work. They represented 
the Zion Lutheran churches of Comstock Park and Rockford. They were assisted by local volunteers Angie 
Timan, MaryAnn Moore, Larry Flynn, Mary Madagan, Betty Waak, and Karen Dunkelberg (none shown). Last 
week’s photo was of visiting girl scouts.

Oops

The Chamber Wants You!
We (the Chamber of Commerce) are looking for a few creative people to serve on a committee for our new event, the 
Community	Excellence	Awards	Dinner	and	Raffle,	which	will	be	held	on	November	1,	2019.	

Things we could use help with...
•	 Visioning - what should this new event look like?
•	 Decorations - How do we make it beautiful and memorable. What should the awards look like?
•	 Presenters - people willing to "ham it up" and announce awards. Are there certain people who should be giving out the 

awards?
•	 Excitement - How do we keep this event lively and not boring?
•	 Enthusiasm - how do we get the community to participate in nominations for in this event?
•	 Amateur Videographers - bold techie gurus willing to help us take videos of nominees and compile them into a 

presentation.

What	we	lack	in	creativity	and	skill,	we	borrow!	If	you've	got	some	flair,	please	share	it.	Committees	are	our	favorite	
networking tool. Some of the best friendships come from time spent working together on committees. You 
need not be a chamber member to serve on a committee. All are welcome.

We will arrange meeting time based on the collective needs of the group. If you are potentially interested email 
jamie@mackinawchamber.com	or	call	the	office	at	(231)	436-5574
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Mackinac State Historic Parks Summer Artist to Talk in Mackinaw City
Monday, July 1, library, 7 pm

Andy Sacksteder will speak on Monday at 7 pm at the library. Come hear about his past sculptures and the new sculpture 
he is creating for Mackinac State Historic Parks this summer. Come with your questions.

Hawk Migration - A Record Breaking Season
 
from Mackinac Straits Raptor Watch (MSRW)	-	For	the	fifth	straight	year,	Kevin	Georg	was	back	to	the	Straits	to	count	hawks	
for MSRW. This year was magical - we counted more total raptors at our site than ever before setting a new all-time 
record	of	65,561!	We	also	broke	our	own	national	record	for	Red-tailed	Hawks	counted	in	a	single	day	with	a	total	of	
7,218	and	set	our	own	seasonal	record	for	Redtails	with	22,420.	More	Rough-legged	Hawks	(328)	and	Northern	Harriers	
(135) were counted than ever before, and as always, Golden Eagles kept us company in superior numbers throughout the 
season.	We	even	managed	to	nab	some	looks	at	a	few	Swainson’s	Hawks	(4)	which	are	always	a	treat	since	this	
western raptor rarely makes it to Michigan. For a detailed count of all species recorded click here: https://www.
hawkcount.org
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Jacey at work in her uniform and at 
ease at a council meeting (below)
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Parking enforcement - Jacey Adams
The	village	has	hired	a	summer	Parking	Officer,	Jacey	Adams	from	Harbor	Springs.

Jacey decided in 5th grade	to	become	a	police	officer	but	as	she	got	into	high	school	
she	refined	her	goal	to	become	a	juvenile	probation	officer.	She	graduated	high	

school	in	2016,	went	to	Alpena	Community	College	
in criminal justice and this fall is entering her junior 
year at Ferris State, also in criminal justice.

When she saw the Mackinaw City job she decided 
it would add a professional credential to her resume 
and be fun. She will be working Thursday through 
Sunday from 10 am to 3 pm. 

Her job is not only to assist people with questions 
and directions; she will also be giving parking 
citations to vehicles parked inappropriately, over 
the three hour time limit on Central, Langlade, and 
without permits in the designated permit parking 
lots, which includes the marina and in the village 
hall lot. Because of the court ruling this winter 
we no longer chalk tires. She is chalking the 
roadbed alongside both the front and rear tires, then 
returning in three hours to see if the vehicle has 
moved. She walks from area to area with her chalk 
stick.	In	between,	she	rides	with	the	police	officer	on	duty.	She	was	very	enthused	about	
riding along because she gets to learn from full-
time	officers.

She is an avid softball player and hopes to remain 
in the area when she graduates.

She started working June 13th and will work 
through Labor Day.

The ticket is specific about the violation. 
The top copy goes to village hall and the 
bottom is an envelop the violator can mail 
back with the fine. She estimated that she 
is giving about 14 tickets per day.

This parking spot was chalked earlier. If you look 
closely you can see the mark put next to a much 
shorter vehicle. Then this truck was marked.

Jacey using her 
stick with a thick 
piece of chalk in 
the end, marking a 
vehicle



Village Hall News

Facility Committee
The village, like all employers, is having trouble hiring employees. Both the full-time and seasonal work force is down. As a 
result the remaining crew is having trouble keeping up with the work, especially grass mowing. DPW Supervisor Mike Karll 
asked if the committee would recommend allowing him to contract for grass mowing for selected small parcels of village land. 
The union contract forbids reducing the work load of any union member, but that would not apply here because no one’s work is 
being shortened. The committee will recommend the decision to 
council.

A land owner bought property on either side of the Birch St. 
extension to the lake. They have requested that the village 
abandon or vacate the road extension. That extension was given 
to the Village of Mackinaw City by the Wawatam Beach Resort 
Association in 1912 for, apparently, an undesignated purpose. 
The village accepted the parcel at that time. It is held in public 
trust according to village attorney Ken Lane. Since then the 
parcel has been used by village residents as an access to the 
lake. Seven letters written by neighbors attested to their long use 
of the parcel and asking the village not relinquish the property. 
The applicant’s attorney was present giving arguments he could 
use in court including that a few users was not enough to make 
it public. The village attorney explained that if the council 
agreed to abandonment, the decision would still go to circuit 
court because the courts rule on all government land transfers 
of parcels close to the Great Lakes. The court could deny the 
transfer. If the council says NO, the property owner could still 
take the issue to circuit court. The committee recommended that council deny the request because of its value to that part of town 
for beach access and the dollar value it adds to nearby non-waterfront homeowner’s property.

The possibility of having a farmer’s market was back on the agenda and again the person thinking of a market failed to appear.

Utilities Committee
Village	council	had	recommended	that	the	committee	consider	the	request	by	the	homeowners	at	119	E.	Sinclair	for	financial	
assistance in repairing their failed sewer under the road. The village attorney quoted the village ordinance that says that all costs 
of construction and costs incidental to it are the responsibility of the homeowner from the sewer main hook-up to the house. The 
ordinance has always been interpreted that homeowners pay if there is a problem with their line. Water and Sewer Superintendent 
Pay Rivera called St. Ignace, Cheboygan, and Boyne City and learned that they have ordinances that are nearly identical to ours 
(in fact we may have copied theirs). They also always require the homeowner to pay for all repairs from the main to their house. 
Pat also noted that because sewer mains are laid in the grass alongside of the road, not under the road (done to save money of the 
sewer has to be torn up) half of all homes in town own lines that travel under the road. Because this homeowner contends that 
heavy trucks may have crushed his line, DPW Superintendent Mike Karll inspected the road and said it was smooth, not crushed. 
For	the	problem	to	be	caused	by	a	heavy	truck,	the	road	would	have	to	be	crushed	first.	The	road	dissipates	the	weight	of	any	
truck, even heavy trucks that might be forced off the bridge during a closing. The homeowner did not show up for the discussion. 
The committee recommended adhering to the ordinance and not providing any funding. They also recommended making the 
ordinance language more emphatic.

As an aside, it was noted that the hook ups for sewers would be across the street for 50% of the town’s residents 
but 99% of water hook-ups are in the yard of the resident. The village owns the water lines under the road. Why 
the difference? National tradition and local control. All, or at least nearly all, communities do it this way. Having 
the ability to shut off water directly at the house is a way to guarantee payment of water bills. But the village 
never shuts off the sewers, for health reasons. So sewer lines are not built to be shut off.
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Planning Commission
Last year Shepler’s added a temporary seasonal boat parking lot on Cadillac St. west of I-75. At the time the lot was 
approved,	paving	and	curbs	were	waived	for	one	year	because	the	final	use	of	the	lot	was	still	being	developed.	Shepler’s	
came	back	asking	for	an	extension	of	the	waiver,	in	part	because	the	use	of	the	lot	is	still	being	defined	because	Shepler’s	
was able to purchase the property across the street which could serve some of the original purposes, and in part as they 
were unable to get a paving contract after the layout of the lot had changed. They came before the Planning Commission 
asking for an extension of the paving waiver.

Two topics received considerable attention. First, did Shepler’s perform as last year’s waiver required? The waiver last 
year	required	Shepler’s	to	install	4”	by	4”	wooden	bumpers	around	the	lot,	ostensibly	to	funnel	cars	into	and	out	of	the	
paved drive. Shepler’s did not install the wood but instead installed more expensive boulders. They met the intent of 
the restriction but not the letter. Did this matter? Former Planning Commission member Rosada Mann, in the audience, 
contended	that	since	both	the	Planning	Commission	and	the	Village	Council	passed	motions	specifically	calling	for	wood,	
the	boulders	were	a	violation.	Others	responded	that	the	intent	was	fulfilled	using	even	a	better	grade	product	and	thus	it	
was simple a matter of materials used. The second issue was fairness. When Star Line put in its temporary lot on Lake St. 
they were required to install curbs. Why weren’t Shepler’s required to install curbs?

After much discussion the commission voted to give Shepler’s a two year extension, saying nothing about curbs or rocks. 
However, Shepler’s noted that they had moved the entry to this lot at the request of a neighbor across the street and that 
the move had reduced the number of possible parking spots. Now that Shepler’s owns that property, Shepler’s would 
likely redesign the lot, moving the entry drive back toward its original location. At the end of the two year extension, or 
sooner if possible, Shepler’s will have to submit a new site plan with a construction timeline attached, will have to pave 
the lot and install curbs.

In the meantime the lot will continue to be used to park between 70 -120 cars belonging to people spending the summer or 
longer on Mackinac Island.

The Village to City Incorporation Process research report was on the agenda but discussion was tabled until next meeting. 
The	Hike	and	Bike	plan	was	briefly	discussed	and	a	more	detailed	discussion	will	occur	at	the	next	meeting.
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Memory of Carp Lake - From the Paradise Lake Asso. Newsletter, July 12, 1995
by Bob Hayes

Since I lived much of my 
life in Carp Lake, I was 
asked to jot down some 
of my earliest memories 
of life in Carp Lake. 
Probably my earliest 
memory was a rally on 
Battle Alley. I’ll explain.

Battle Alley was a rough 
dirt road starting about 
where Gill Road crosses 
new Hwy. 31 at the 
blinker light. It went 
south toward the river 
mouth on the east side of 
the track past the biggest 
and only industry in Carp 
Lake, a barrel stave mill. 
It was the Carp Lake 
Manufacturing Co. on the lake shore, probably in the vicinity of the present boat launch. They made a few other things but 
I can’t name them. No lumber as such.

There were about 10 or 12 houses clustered near the mill on Battle Alley. Probably all mill working families. None of 
these houses exist today.

The	rally?	I’ll	clue	you.	I	arrived	about	dusk,	towed	by	my	father	and	mother	to	a	place	near	the	mill.	There	was	a	big	fire	
gong,	a	big	crowd	present,	a	big	pole	with	a	cross	arm	over	the	fire,	a	big	dummy,	or	effigy,	hanging	on	the	cross	arm,	
about	to	be	lowered	into	the	flames	and	burned.	Who	was	the	effigy	of?	None	other	than	“Kaiser	Bill.”	Finally,	for	older	
people who have forgotten it, and the younger people who never hear it, I’ll quote the famous (?) ditty the people were 
chanting at the rally.

“Kaiser Bill went up the hill
To take a shot at France

Kaiser Bill came down the hill
With bullets in his pants”

This photo, taken around 1920 depicts the road in front of the Carp Lake Manufacturing Co. whose sign advertises 
General Merchandise & Forest Products. The lake is to the right, behind the company that was owned by Ed Nelson at this 
time. His house is to the left of the store. The Cope home and their theater and dance hall are the next buildings 
to the north. Notice that both gasoline and hitching posts were available at this time.
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Katie Guttman

Katie shows samples of corn that was burned 
during the final destruction of the fort

House C

Who Lived Here?
The Mackinac State Historic Parks forts and lumber mill are interesting historic places. 
The reconstructed buildings give us insight into life in the Straits 300 years ago. But it is 
the people who lived here so many hundreds of years ago and their lives that are the most 
fascinating. Who were they? Why did they come here? What was their daily life like? The 
State Historic Parks are putting more and more emphasis on these questions. So are the 

students working here.

One of this summer’s 
archaeologists, Katie 
(Kathlyn) Guttman, 
wanted to learn more 
about the lives of two 
particular people – Ezekiel 
Solomon and Gershon 
Levy, Jewish traders at 
Colonial Michilimackinac. 
Her interest is more than 
academic. Her great-
grandfather was an 1820s Jewish fur trader based in 
Fort Wayne who could have even traded at Mackinac 
Island. The family has lived the intervening years in 

Indiana where Katie was born and raised. Summer vacations brought her to Michilimackinac until four years ago 
when she switched from a tourist to a more professional role. She started volunteering at the Colonial Michilimackinac 
archaeological excavation each summer. How better to understand her roots than to investigate a fur trading post and the 
home of its Jewish traders?

After her undergraduate studies at New York University at Manhattan in anthropology, she went to Cornell for her 
Masters, specializing in fur trade archaeology. She graduated a few weeks ago and this summer she is a paid staff member 
at Colonial Michilimackinac.

Her thesis was a re-evaluation of the artifacts found in the Solomon-Levy house, 
House C in the Southeast Row House. What was known from written documents 
is	that	Solomon	arrived	at	Michilimackinac	with	the	British	in	1761	and	rented	a	
house in the southwest row house, in time to be captured on the King’s Birthday 
when the Indians captured the fort. His life was spared and he returned with the 
British a year later. When he returned he bought House C and some parcels outside 
the fort walls to use as a transshipment warehouse and summer home for his trade 
business. Shortly Levy came from Montreal to join him as a business partner.

What interested Katie, the archaeologist, is what did the physical evidence, mostly 
dug during the 1980s excavations of the British layer of debris, add to the written 
record? Was this a house occupied by two Jewish men or were there others in the 
house? Were there any women, perhaps a spouse, or others acting as servants or 
slaves? No written records identify other occupants. But, what did the artifacts 
say?

Katie approached the question systematically. First, she looked at 
personal adornment artifacts, beads, buckles, pins, buttons, etc. There 
were plenty of these left in the dirt, not surprising since this house 
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Lead shot found recently in House E, two houses 
west of Solomon’s

These rosary beads, from Solomon’s house, are bone or 
ivory; trade beads are usually glass
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The original Solomon hearth with a pot of the type used to melt lead for shot production

Pig bones are definitive evidence of a non-Jewish 
resident
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contained trade goods and some inevitably got lost. There are 
written inventories of trade goods that could be used to identify 
items that would be expected among the artifacts. Were there any 
non-trade goods in the debris and if so who might have owned 
them? The beads from a rosary were one of the most illuminating 
items. There is no written record of traders importing rosaries. 
Evidently residents arrived with their personal rosaries so there 
was little market, and the Jesuit priests in the area supplied what 
market existed. Therefore, Katie concluded, a Catholic spent 
time in this house. Tinkling cones, often constructed by and for 
Indians, were also found suggesting a Native American presence.

Next, she looked at food remains. She noted two outstanding 
facts. First, there were a lot of food remains, many more than 
in the adjoining building, House D, that housed a family. The 
adjoining house was occupied year round; Solomon and Levy 
were at Michilimackinac only for the summer; yet the Solomon 
house had much 
more food 
debris. This 

suggests more people and year round occupancy.

Second, and more tellingly, there were a lot of pork remains. Jews don’t 
eat pork. Again it seems one or many non-Jews lived in the house. In 
addition, corn and wild game remains were common. The British era 
immigrants avoided these foods that they considered inferior, eaten by 
the conquered French and Native residents. 

Her conclusion is that several people lived in 
this house, some year round, including Métis, 
or mixed Indian-Europeans. In fact, the current 
theory is that during the winter this site became 
a manufacturing site with lead shot, made in the 
fireplace,	being	one	of	the	products.

Who exactly were these inhabitants? Solomon’s 
wife, Elizabeth Dubois, was Catholic. Although 
no written record says so, perhaps she lived 



What did Solomon and Levy pay for the house?
The recorded sale, dated June 29, 1765, says they 
paid 640 livres and a ride to Montreal. The ride would 
require five men, a guide and canoe to conduct the 
seller to Montreal. The seller could stay in the 2-room 
house until his departure. Solomon and Levy got the 
house in the fort plus some land with a cabin, a stable, 
a horse with harness, a “treane,” and a carriage with 
wheels.

Is that a lot of money?
MSHP Historian Craig Wilson answers, “Unfortunately, 
it’s very difficult to translate livres (or 18th century 
British pounds sterling, for that matter) into 21st 
century American dollar equivalents. In “On the Eve 
of Conquest,” Joe Peyser very roughly approximated 
one livre to equal anywhere from $7 to $13 in 1995 
USD. Since that was nearly 25 years ago, I wouldn’t 
put too much stock in it today. If anything, 640 livres 
seems about average [for the transaction], and may 
have been a relatively good price, given that Solomon 
and Levy also got a “solitary place with a cabin,” a 
stable and horse with harnesses as well as a carriage. 
Alexander Henry sold a house to a man named 
Hamelin around the same time for 600 livres. Henry 
had only that month purchased the house from Jean 
Baptiste Marcotte by paying him with a slave. In 1763 
Charles Langlade sold his house for 1,300 livres. In 
1766 another house sold for 1,110 livres. 

In general, the real estate market at Michilimackinac 
seems to have been quite active, even from the 
limited property records we have available. We can 
see people like Henry buying and then 
quickly reselling houses, and prices 
fluctuating quickly, and perhaps even 
varying by location within the fort.”
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here a summer or two. Also Solomon sold a female Native American slave 
during Pontiac’s Uprising. There could have been slaves in the house. It was 
fairly common to hire local women or soldiers’ wives to do domestic chores. 
Perhaps there was one or more of these workers at the house. The answer is 
still unknown.

Katie’s	work	shows	the	confluence	of	written	history	and	archaeology.	In	her	
case	she	fitted	her	work	into	an	archaeology	theory	about	the	presence	and	
even importance of people that fall between written documents. In this case 
there were certainly non-Jewish people animating the household besides its 
two namesakes. The house held people who neither wrote nor were written 
about but certainly performed important functions in the household.

Katie is working at 
the current excavation 
Sunday through 
Thursday 9 am – 5 pm. 
Stop by and talk to her. 
She loves talking 
to the public and 
hopes to get a job in 
archaeology and or 
museum education. 
She especially 
likes sharing her 
enthusiasm with 
children.

Kosher or not?
Katie pointed out that many Native American 
foods were non-kosher. Jews would not eat 
rabbits, squirrels, beaver, in fact any of the 
small game that natives caught. The only kosher 
mammal food in this area was deer. 

Likewise,	sturgeon,	a	very	large	fish	and	good	
food supply was not kosher. All plants would 
have been kosher as long as they are not 
infested with insects.

The Bigger Picture

In part, Katie’s research is based on a theory by Haitian anthropologist 
Michel-Rolph Trouillot. He writes about whose story gets told in history 
and who gets omitted. His work is a caution to those telling historic 
stories and it offers guidance to modern archivists on what gets saved 
and what gets forgotten. I am interested in his ideas because part of the 
role of a newspaper is to document what is happening now so the future 
can understand and tell the story, in our case of Mackinaw City in 2019. 
What is my responsibility in this process? What is yours? What is being 
forgotten?

Here	is	his	insight	as	relayed	by	Katie	in	her	dissertation	-	“Trouillot	
states that silences can enter history at ‘four crucial moments’: 

1. the moment of fact creation (the event itself), 
2. the moment of fact assembly (the creation of archives or records), 
3. the moment of fact retrieval (the combination of records to create 

a narrative), 
4.	 the	moment	of	retrospective	significance	(the	retification	of	the	

narrative	as	history).”
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More Treasures and Questions at Colonial Michilimackinac

What is this new location?
“In	addition	to	the	root	cellar,	where	we	have	been	finding	exciting	artifacts	for	several	years,	
there	is	another	large	subfloor	cultural	deposit	in	the	middle	of	the	house.	We	are	not	sure	

what	it	is	yet,	but	it	is	also	yielding	interesting	things,”	said	Dr.	
Lynn	Evans,	Curator	of	Archaeology.	“The	big	find	Thursday	
(June 20) was part of a structural hinge. The overall length is 
6	inches.	It	is	3	inches	wide	at	its	widest	end.	A	fragment	of	
a brass buckle was found in the same area. A very rusted iron 
shoe buckle was found northwest of here earlier in the week.
 
“Sunday	we	found	an	iron	projectile	point	in	the	same	general	
area	of	the	center	of	the	house,”	Evans	continued.	“These	were	
also known as darts. It was probably made at Michilimackinac. 
It	is	about	1.25”	long.”	Lynn	adds	that	the	dart	may	have	been	
used as an arrow point, but that is uncertain. They are relatively 
rare.

Kids Say Thank You
Several letters have been received as the 
school year ended. Below is one from our 
school to Sarah Mayhew for her dedication 
to outdoor education with the students at the 
Hathaway property. To the right is one from a 
visiting school at Heritage Village.



Thunderbirds by Lori Archambeau
Was that a stealth airplane following the formation? I have been told it was an 
F-22	Raptor.	Lockehead	Martin	says	“The	F-22	Raptor	defines	
air dominance. The 5th Generation F-22’s unique combination 
of stealth, speed, agility, and situational awareness, combined 
with lethal long-range air-to-air and air-to-ground weaponry, 
makes	it	the	best	air	dominance	fighter	in	the	world.”
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State of Michigan Recognizes Sweet Spot
The	State	of	Michigan	produced	a	Special	Tribute	to	the	Sweet	Spot	for	the	for	“their	commitment	to	providing	excellent	
Ice	Cream	to	our	cherished	Northern	Michigan	communities.”



U. S. Supreme Court Strikes Law Banning Vulgar Trademarks
A	federal	law	banning	“immoral	or	scandalous	trademarks”	was	ruled	unconstitutional,	violating	the	First	Amendment.	
The clothing manufacturer FUCT brought the case. The court said that although the trademarks that have been rejected 
are offensive to many Americans, the law cannot draw distinctions based on the speaker’s viewpoint. Six judges voted to 
declare	the	law	unconstitutional	and	three	filed	partial	dissents	making	a	distinction	between	a	ban	on	immoral	trademarks	
(which must be allowed) and scandalous ones where the ban might not apply.

Gerrymandering

The	U.S.	Supreme	Court	ruled,	by	a	vote	of	5	-	4,	that	partisan	redistricting	is	not	unconstitutional.	If	different	methods	
for drawing district lines are wanted, the states or congress should enact them. For Michigan this means that the District 
Court ruling last fall that political district lines had to be redrawn this summer will be ruled void. But the constitutional 
amendment the voters of Michigan approved is expected to stand and a citizens commission to draw voting districts 
after the next census will be constructed. Applications to be on the commission should be available from Secretary of 
State	Benson’s	office	later	this	year.	The	Supreme	Court	ruling	is	at	https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/18pdf/18-
422_9ol1.pdf

More Line 5 Lawsuits
Attorney	General	Dana	Nessel	filed	a	lawsuit	in	court	
arguing that the pipeline violates the public trust, 
environmental laws, and is a public nuisance under the 
law.	She	said,	it	is	“likely	to	cause	pollution,	impairment	
or destruction of the water and other natural resources 
of	the	Great	Lakes.”	Her	action	is	backed	by	Governor	
Whitmer’s action asking the DNR to review the 
company’s compliance with the 1953 easement and its 
validity. Republicans are concerned that the legal actions 
on all sides will just delay the tunnel construction and 
thus keep Line 5 operational longer.

This project is tied in knots
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New sidewalk at Village Hall



Car Wash or Driveway Wash?
An article in the New York Times by Jillian 
Mock says save water and the environment 
by taking your car to the car wash rather 
than	washing	it	in	the	driveway.	“Rinsing	
your car with a garden hose at home can 
quickly rack up 100 gallons of water 
or more, according to the Southwest 
Car Wash Alliance. The exact amount 
will vary, but just to give an example: 
a standard-diameter garden hose, 50 
feet long, with average household water 
pressure will expel about 11 gallons per 
minute. If you have the hose running for 
10 minutes while washing the car, you’ll 
use about 110 gallons of water.
Self-service carwash stations limit you 
to around 17 or 18 gallons of water. And 
most	full-service	stations	average	30	to	45	
gallons	of	water	per	car,	according	to	a	2018	study	by	the	International	Carwash	Association.”	“Many	machine	carwashes	
recycle	and	reuse	water,	which	helps	their	bottom	line,”	said	Mr.	Minchillo,	a	water	conservation	expert	in	Texas.	And	at	
self-service washes, high-pressure nozzles and timers keep water use to a minimum.

But the biggest reason to go to a carwash is to prevent pollution, Minchillo said. When you wash your car at home, all 
the	dirt,	oil,	engine	fluids,	soapy	phosphates	and	chlorides	from	the	soap	can	run	with	the	water	into	a	storm	drain	and	
into nearby rivers and lakes. Carwash businesses are supposed to collect the water they use when it can no longer be 
recycled	and	send	it	to	a	wastewater	treatment	plant,	where	the	pollutants	can	be	filtered	out	before	the	water	flows	into	
the ecosystem.
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New Lead and Copper Testing Rules
Changes	to	the	Michigan	Safe	Drinking	Act	will	now	require	pipes	be	tested	for	lead	in	the	first	and	fifth	liter	drawn	from	
the tap.  This should give a more accurate sampling for lead contamination.

The plan will lower the overall action level of lead in drinking water from 15 parts per billion to 12 ppb by 2025 and 
require	the	removal	of	all	full	and	partial	lead	service	lines	by	2040.	The	inventory	of	water	lines	must	be	finished	by	2020	
and other components by 2025.



Road work in UP
The MEDC has released a report on how road construction will impact the UP at https://medc.app.box.com/s/
yeyiiirfnyjzukke5k4mjbj78qsgvjfd

There will be bridge replacements underway in Escanaba during the summer and in Brevort after Labor Day. There will 
be a new roundabout in the Soo on the I-75 business spur to be completed by the spring of 2020. Marquette will be getting 
two small roundabouts.
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Source: Centers for Disease Control

Causes of water borne diarrhea
Cryptosporidium is the leading cause of outbreaks of diarrhea linked to water and the third leading cause of diarrhea 
associated with animal contact in the United States.
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Thunderbirds
The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds brought out a crowd, made a few passes over the Straits of Mackinac including over the Mackinac 
Bridge before disappearing off to the west. 

Photo by Dan Brovont from St. Helena lighthouse

The past looks on


