
   Events in Mackinaw City 

November 26 Tuesday
•	 Community	Thanksgiving	Church	Service,	Church	of	the	Straits,	7	pm

November 28 Thursday
•	 Thanksgiving	potluck,	Church	of	the	Straits,	12:30	pm

December 2 Monday
•	 First	pep	band	performance,	check	with	school

December 3 Tuesday
•	 Giving	Tuesday	-	donate	to	your	favorite	non-profit	through	Community	Foundation	at	#GivingTuesdayNEMI

December 4 Wednesday
•	 Chamber	Open	House,	Keyhole,	5	-	7	pm,	free

December 7 Saturday
•	 Christmas	tree	decorating,	Recreation	Center,	start	11	am,	free
•	 McGulpin	Point	Lighthouse	decorated,	11	am	-	3	pm,	$3

December 11 Wednesday
•	 Holiday	Open	House	by	Parks	Board,	library,	10	-	11	am
•	 Library	Christmas	Open	House,	library,	4	-	7:30	pm

December 12 Thursday
•	 School	Christmas	concert	K-12,	6:30	pm

December 14 Saturday
•	 Antique	snowmobile	crossing	of	Mackinac	Bridge,	fort	parking	lot,	11	am

December 21 Saturday
•	 Winter	Solstice	handicrafts,	Three	Pines	Studio,	1	-	4	pm

WATCH FOR PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLES 
ON OUR ROADS IN THE DARK

State	law	requires	moving	vehicles	to	stay	3	feet	from	any	bicycle,	please	
stay	3	feet	from	pedestrians	too.
Bicyclists	and	pedestrians	should	wear	bright	clothes	with	reflective	
material	or	a	light.

WEAR A LIGHT
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Mackinaw Area Public Library’s Christmas Open House 
Wednesday,	December	11,	library,	4	-	7:30	pm

	
Mackinaw	Area	Public	Library	invites	families	to	welcome	in	the	Holiday	Season	with	them.	The	open	house	will	be	held	
Wednesday,	December	11	from	4	pm	until	7:30	pm.	There	will	be	crafts,	activities	and	gifts	for	the	children.		Visit	with	
friends	as	you	sample	some	holiday	goodies	and	listen	to	live	dulcimer	music.	The	Christmas	village	will	be	lit	and	ready	
for	young	and	old	to	try	and	find	the	hidden	objects	within.	Browse	our	holiday	books,	movies	and	more	that	are	available	
for	check	out.	This	is	a	family	friendly	activity	and	there	is	no	registration	needed	or	cost	to	attend.

Toys for Little Ones

Donate	by	December	15th

The	police	department	is	planning	their	annual	Christmas	aid	to	families	in	
need	in	our	school	district.	Every	year	they	raise	funds	to	buy	presents	for	
families	with	children	who	would	otherwise	go	without.	

They	also	raise	money	for	the	“Shop	with	a	Hero”	program	where	a	police	
officer	takes	a	child	shopping,	giving	them	some	money	to	buy	presents	for	
their	family	members.	This	program	depends	on	donations	and	probably	
cost	over	$1,000.	Depending	on	need	it	will	serve	between	four	and	12	
families.	Last	year	there	were	five	families.	

If	you	want	to	help	you	can	donate	money	or	new	toys	by	dropping	them	
off	at	Village	Hall.	Or	you	can	mail	in	a	check.	Be	sure	to	indicate	in	
the	memo	line	that	it	is	for	one	of	these	programs.	Once	presents	are	all	
purchased	the	National	Honor	Society	students	will	wrap	the	presents.	
Send	your	gifts	by	December	15th	to	Mackinaw	City,	P.	O.	Box	580,	
Mackinaw	City,	MI	49701.

Every family in Mackinaw deserves a tree with gifts 
under it

Giving Tuesday The Biggest Giving Day of the Year
December	3rd	is	Giving	Tuesday	the	single	biggest	giving	day	worldwide.	In	our	region,	Giving	Tuesday	Northeast	
Michigan	will	help	60	nonprofits	raise	funds	for	special	projects	and	to	support	their	incredible	missions.	Last	year,	those	
who	love	our	communities	helped	raise	$156,000	through	the	Community	Foundation’s	#GivingTuesdayNEMI	online	
event.	Mark	your	calendar	for	December	3rd	to	support	one	or	more	of	the	great	nonprofits	working	so	hard	to	make	our	
communities	better	and	serving	the	people	of	northeast	Michigan.	

Three	local	non-profits	have	been	chosen	by	the	Community	Foundation	to	highlight	this	year.	Please	support	our	local	
non-profits:

Mackinaw Area Historical Society
Mackinaw City Area Arts Council

Great Lakes Lighthouse Keepers Association
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Church Activities – Monthly Schedule
Please	check	with	the	church	for	seasonal	changes	etc.

St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church
600	W.	Central	Ave.
231-436-5561
•	Sunday	service:	10	am
•	St.	Anthony’s	Council	of	Catholic	Women	-	second	Thursday	of	each	month,	10	am
•	St.	Anthony’s	Men’s	Club	-	the	fourth	Tuesday	of	every	month,	at	10	am
•	Women’s	group-	every	Wednesday	evening,	6-9	pm	to	quilt,	knit,	crochet	or	just	sit	around	and	visit.
Everyone	is	welcome.	One	does	not	need	to	be	Catholic	to	join	this	group.	Contact	Sister	Chris	(436-5561)
or	Chris	Harwick	(597-9866).

Church of the Straits
307	N.	Huron	Ave.
231-436-8682
http://thechurchofthestraits.com
•	Sunday	service:	10:30	am
•	Women’s	Bible	Study	-	every	Monday	at	3	pm
•	Food	Pantry	-	every	Wednesday	from	10	-	11am	(runs	from	Nov-early	May)
•	AA	-	every	Sunday	at	3:00	pm
•	Men’s	Accountability	Group	-	every	Saturday	at	9	am
•	Prayer	Group	-	every	Sunday	at	5	pm

Mackinaw City Bible Church
308	W.	Central	Ave.
231-436-5112
http://mackinawbible.com
•	Regular	schedule	of	services:
Sunday	School	-	10	am
Morning	Worship	Service	-	11	am
Evening	Service	-	6	pm
•	Wednesday	-	Prayer	and	Bible	Study	7	pm
•	Men’s	Breakfast	on	Saturday	mornings
•	Women’s	Bible	Study	on	Tuesday	mornings.	Call	231.436.5112	for	dates	and	times

4th Annual Christmas Tree Decoration
Saturday,	December	7,	Recreation	Center,	11	am	start

Santa	will	be	visiting	the	Recreation	Center	to	watch	families	and	
other	volunteers	decorate	the	village’s	Christmas	trees.	The	decorating	
will	begin	at	11	am.	The	concession	stand	will	be	open.	Come	out	to	
decorate	the	trees	that	will	then	be	moved	to	locations	around	town	for	
the	holiday	season.
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Work Progress at State Park Office Building
The	Mackinac	State	Historic	Park	
office	building	is	getting	a	much-
needed	conference	room	that	will	
accommodate	staff	meetings,	training	
sessions,	Mackinac	Island	State	Park	
Commission	meetings,	and	Mackinac	
Associates	board	meetings.	The	work	is	
being	done	by	South	Arm	Construction	
with	oversight	by	Park	Manager	Rob	
Strittmatter.	It	will	be	done	and	ready	
for	use	by	next	spring.	The	parking	lot	
(previously	designed	to	accommodate	
this	expansion)	will	remain	the	same.	

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) reports one superbug infection every 11 seconds
 someone dies every 15 minutes
The	top	four	causes	of	death	annually	in	the	U.S.	are:
	 Heart	disease		 647,457
	 Cancer			 599,108
	 Accidents	(Unintentional	injuries)		 169,936
	 Superbugs	aka	anti-biotic	resistant	bacteria	and	fungi		 35,000	(twice	the	number	of	opioid	deaths)

The	CDC	reported	that	there	were	44,000	deaths	by	superbugs	in	2013.	Their	new	report,	just	released	for	2018,	cited	
35,000	deaths	and	2.8	million	infections.

Hospital	deaths	appear	to	be	declining	with	diligent	hand	washing	by	hospital	staff.	Yet,	the	number	of	different	superbugs	
has	increased.	One,	Candida auris, is	a	fungus	that	is	on	the	rise	globally	and	it	appears	to	be	33%	fatal.	It	popped	up	in	
five	continents	simultaneously.	It	has	been	found	in	New	York,	New	Jersey,	and	the	Chicago	area.

A	second	new	problem	is C. difficile which	itself	generates	220,000	infection	and	12,000	deaths	annually.

The	director	of	the	CDC,	Dr.	Robert	Redfield	said,	“modern	medicine	available	to	us	today	may	very	well	be	gone	
tomorrow	if	we	don’t	slow	the	development	of	antibiotic	resistance.”	In	2017,	85%	of	drug-resistant	deaths	came	from	
seven	hospital	acquired	bugs.	Interestingly,	the	report	also	notes	that	the	leading	cause	of	emergency	room	visits	is	side	
effects	from	an	antibiotic,	200,000	people	a	year.

“We	cannot	rely	on	antibiotics	alone.”	Proper	food	handling,	safe	sex,	vaccination,	and	keeping	hands	clean	are	
critical	says	the	report.

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2019/t1113-ar-threats.html
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Grants help fund our police and fire departments
The	benefits	Mackinaw	receives	from	Enbridge	led	to	an	interview	with	Police	Chief	Woods	about	grants,	from	a	variety	of	
sources,	that	fund	our	crews.	Over	ten	years	ago	the	village	manager	sent	Chief	Woods	to	a	grant	writing	class.	He	learned	
how	to	frame	requests	for	funding	to	match	the	grant	objectives.	He	also	learned	how	important	it	is	to	maintain	friendly	
working	relationships	with	the	grant	donors.	Chief	Woods	said	these	companies	like	to	give	back	to	the	communities	they	
serve	and	if	they	are	offering	specific	grants	that	can	help	police	and	fire	departments,	then	why	not	try	for	them.	He	also	
wanted	to	thank	them	for	their	continued	support	for	public	safety	in	general.	The	class	has	paid	off	for	Mackinaw	City	as	
Chief	Woods	has	drawn	in	over	$184,000	worth	of	funding	over	the	past	ten	years.	Here	is	a	list	of	what	we	have	received.

POLICE DEPARTMENT GRANTS
Enbridge $52,150	between	2009-2019	for	small	things	as	well	as	big:
	 Radios
	 Cameras	in	the	police	cars	(replacing	10-year-old	cameras	that	were	malfunctioning)
	 Mobile	Commercial	Terminals,	meaning	computers,	modems,	hardware	and		 	
	 		installation,	for	all	three	police	cars	worth	$22,700.	These	will	arrive	in	6-8	weeks.
	 And	miscellaneous	items	like	all	new	barricades	and	traffic	cones,	binoculars,		 	
	 		traffic	vests	and	flashlights

TransCanada (now	TC	Energy)	$58,365	since	2011
	 A	Ford	Explorer	patrol	car	in	2018	worth	$33,765
	 Gas	detection	instruments
	 Upgrade	to	all	officer	body	cameras	and	their	software	for	$11,000.	(The	battery	life	on	the	old	ones	was	inadequate.)
 
Tribal Local Revenue Sharing Board	(this	is	not	the	casino	mandated	payment)	$12,840	since	2014
	 Two	radar	detectors	in	patrol	cars
	 Spotting	scopes
	 An	enclosure	cab	for	the	police	All	Terrain	Vehicle	(ATV)
	 Rescue	Boggan	sled	that	can	be	pulled	on	wheels	or	skis	and	will	hook	to	the	police	ATV	which	has	tracks

FIRE DEPARTMENT GRANTS
Enbridge $60,700	since	2011
	 New	air	tank	filling	station	(2019)	worth	$36,700	that	will	replace	the	1987	filling	station
	 Chevy	Silverado	pick-up	(used)	truck	for	the	Rapid	Intervention	Team	(RIT)
	 ATV	in	2018	for	$17,000
	 55-gallon	water	tank	for	the	back	of	the	ATV	worth	$2,237
	 Fire	educator	–	a	portable	pump	that	can	extract	water	from	the	lake	and	put	it	under	pressure	to	fight	a		
	 	 fire	up	to	250	feet	away

Emma Cook, Enbridge, and Fred Thompson, fire chief, stand next to the new truck and the ATV with water tank on the back. The ATV is used to 
fight grass fires and get into restricted areas inaccessible to a fire truck. It has also been used for search and rescue several times. 

Rescue Boggan
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Village Hall News

Leasing at Recreation Center
Village	attorney	Ken	Lane	spoke	on	leasing	the	Recreation	Center.	He	offered	two	judgments	on	the	current	lease:	first,	
the	village	is	not	obligated	to	a	make	any	improvements	to	the	rented	space,	and	second,	the	DNR	grant	agreement	
that	partially	paid	for	the	Recreation	Center	does	say	that	no	portion	of	the	facility	can	be	leased	for	more	than	one	
year	without	DNR	approval.	Thus	the	attorney	said,	he	agrees	with	the	Park	Board	recommendation	for	only	leasing	
for	one	year.	Village	manager	Wyman	then	noted	that	early	in	the	lease	the	tenant	was	encouraged	to	continue	making	
improvements	to	the	space.	It	was	only	when	code	enforcement	required	$12,000	of	improvements	that	things	stopped.	
The	tenant	claims	to	have	invested	$4,000	into	the	space	and	the	village	has	invested	$4,000	into	the	space	plus	time	for	
using	the	village	attorney.	Since	the	tenant	relied	on	encouragement	from	village	staff,	the	council	voted	(6	to	1)	to	offer	
the	renter	two	options:
	 1.	She	can	execute	a	one	year	lease,	pay	for	the	remaining	required	upgrades,	and	at	the	end	of	the	year	she	can	
take	the	code-required	furnace	(not	the	duct	work	and	fittings).
	 2.	She	can	walk	away	now,	not	pay	the	rent	she	owes	for	the	first	aborted	lease	when	she	did	not	get	open,	and	the	
village	will	repay	her	for	materials	used	to	improve	the	space	if	she	can	provide	receipts.

On	this	subject	the	council	had	received	a	letter	opposed	to	any	permanent	and	exclusive	leasing	at	the	Recreation	Center,	
citing	four	bad	precedents	such	a	lease	would	create:
	 1.	The	property	is	zoned	R3,	Single	and	Two	Family	Residential	District.	The	only	businesses	allowed	are	cottage	
industries,	and	then	only	with	a	special	use	permit.
	 2.	If	one	or	two	businesses	are	permitted	how	can	council	turn	down	any	other	business	applicants?	These	uses	
require	DNR	permission.	If	the	building	is	to	become	a	business	mall	then	that	use	should	be	requested	of	the	DNR	as	one	
unit,	not	on	a	business	by	business	basis.
	 3.	Paying	for	renovations	to	support	a	business	opening	with	taxpayer	money	is	questionable.
	 4.	We	must	stay	compliant	with	the	DNR	grant	that	paid	for	the	building.	If	the	DNR	thinks	we	are	out	of	
compliance	they	could	demand	repayment	of	the	$584,000	grant.

Department head reports
	 Water	and	Sewer	reports	that	Enbridge	has	inquired	about	leasing	space	on	the	water	tower.	An	inspection	of	the	
exterior	of	the	water	tower	notes	that	it	is	in	good	condition.	The	Revenue	Sharing	board	received	the	payment	due	for	
operation	of	the	casino.	It	covers	about	half	of	the	lost	taxes	on	the	property.	The	Fire	Department	had	unusually	high	
number	of	runs,	in	part,	serving	when	the	ambulance	is	out	of	town,	but	also	in	part	because	they	are	training	to	field	a	
Rapid	Intervention	Team.	The	Park	Board	is	applying	for	a	National	Technical	Assistance	grant	to	provide	
assistance	in	designing	parks.

No $4 million grant for N. Huron Ave.
Lindsey Miller from the MEDC came to deliver the news that the village will not be getting this grant. 

Thus the village is back to the original plan to just repair the road, not improve parks too. The village is 
continuing to search for other funding sources.

Parks Board Open House will still occur 
December 11 at 10 am at library
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The	marina	reported	that	by	staying	
open	for	fuel	sales	by	appointment	
throughout	October	the	marina	
managed	an	additional	$5,400	in	
sales.	The	fencing	around	the	south	
patio	was	installed	with	landscaping	
coming	in	the	spring.	The	marina	has	
a	waiting	list	of	18	for	seasonal	slips.

The	Zoning	Board	of	Appeals	
received	an	appeal	from	Miriam	
Hiser	against	the	issuance	of	
a	zoning	permit	authorizing	
construction	at	726	Lakeside	Dr.

The	EDC met	and	continued	to	work	on	the	Redevelopment	Ready	Community	document	requested	by	the	state.	
Its	importance	was	verified	when	the	$4	million	grant	was	discussed.	Had	we	not	been	in	the	process	of	working	on	
certification	we	would	not	have	even	been	considered	for	the	grant.	The	work	
was	delegated	to	village	staff,	the	Planning	Commission,	and	to	the	EDC.	The	
goal	is	to	get	is	done	by	the	end	of	2020.	

Expect a lot of tree cutting
The	Tree	Board	met	and	decided	to	take	down	a	rotten	tree	at	117	E.	Jamet.	
The	board	gave	permission	for	the	owner	to	take	down	a	scrubby	tree	at	725	
Lakeside	for	a	driveway.	New	trees,	two	white	pine	and	a	maple,	will	be	planted	
at	518	Lakeside	for	privacy	from	the	village	owned	road-end	park	next	door.	A	

question	of	the	boundary	line	between	the	home	
and	park	is	unresolved.	So	the	permission	to	
plant	the	trees	will	be	conditioned	on	a	waiver	
that	if	later	it	is	found	the	trees	are	on	village	
property	the	owner	can	be	asked	to	remove	them.

In	addition	to	village	staff	cutting	trees,	expect	to	
see	Consumer	Energy	cutting.	They	have	come	
through	town	and	marked	with	a	blue	dot	the	
trees	that	will	need	trimming,	and	with	a	blue	X	
the	trees	that	will	be	removed.

New fencing around the fire pit at the marina
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Bridge Authority Stresses Personal Touch - Not Automation
There	are	31	toll	takers	and	one	supervisor	working	for	the	Mackinac	Bridge	and	in	addition	to	their	assigned	duties	they	
all	seem	to	know	they	are	the	ambassadors	for	Michigan’s	Upper	Peninsula,	and	in	a	bigger	sense	for	all	of	Michigan.	
As	one	pointed	out	to	me,	many	people	arrive	at	the	bridge	having	not	spoken	to	a	person	in	hours	and	hours.	A	friendly,	
smiling	face	who	takes	time	to	say	hello	can	be	a	very	welcome	human	touch.	The	Bridge	Authority	Board	values	these	
workers,	their	ability	to	smile,	and	their	ability	to	help	drivers	solve	problems	-	from	where	is	a	bathroom?	to	where	is	a	
mechanic?	and	everything	in	between	including,	of	course,	how	do	I	get	to	.	.	.

I	interviewed	two	Bridge	Safety	Officer	Leads,	aka	toll	taker	managers,	Aggie	O’brien	who	has	worked	for	the	bridge	for	
34	years	and	Mike	Buby,	who	has	worked	there	21	years.	Constituting	the	31	staff	are	seven	leads,	one	higher	supervisor	
who	works	night	shift,	and	one	administrator.	Because	the	bridge	is	open	and	has	traffic	all	day	every	day,	scheduling	
these	workers	is	complicated.	The	shifts	are	staggered	so	not	all	toll	takers	start	and	stop	at	the	same	time.	They	work	
eight	hours	with	three	breaks,	also	staggered.	They	work	five	days	with	their	“weekends’	also	staggered.	As	the	work	load	
increases	over	the	summer,	ramping	up	to	20,000	to	25,000	vehicles	a	day,	temporary	workers	are	added,	often	being	
summer	residents	or	teachers.	And	the	eight	toll	booths	are	augmented	by	one	temporary	booth	often	used	for	the	heaviest	
day,	Sunday	southbound.	Toll	taking	is	a	big	complicated	operation.

I	visited	on	a	Wednesday	during	the	daytime	in	October	and	
the	staff	consisted	of:		 	 	
	 	 two	on	the	8	-	4	shift
	 	 one	on	the	9	-	5	shift
	 	 two	on	10	-	6
	 	 one	noon	-	8	and	
	 	 one	from	3	-	11.	
The	end	lanes,	one	north	and	one	south,	were	operating	
steadily	and	the	middle	lane	could	be	shifted	from	being	a	
north	bound	lane	to	being	a	south	bound	lane	as	the	toll	taker	
judged	the	traffic	flow.	One	worker	was	available	to	move	
from	booth	to	booth	for	breaks	etc.

A	toll	taker’s	day	starts	with	a	stop	in	the	office	for	a	cup	
of	coffee,	important	news	for	the	day,	and	their	booth	
assignment.	Mike	stressed	that	good	communication	between	
the	three	divisions	of	the	bridge	workers	(administration,	
maintenance,	and	operations)	was	key	to	the	great	working	
environment	and	the	steady	processing	of	traffic.	The	news	
of	the	day	for	my	visit	was	both	that	Seaway	was	adjusting	
their	equipment	and	with	high	winds	the	escort	system	was	
being	set	up.	For	toll	takers	this	meant	they	had	to	be	prepared	
to	tell	trucks	and	high	profile	vehicles	that	they	needed	to	
pull	over	and	await	an	escort	vehicle.	This	would	slow	the	
processing	of	vehicles	and	the	toll	takers	had	to	be	alert	to	
back-ups	more	than	usual.	Mike	explained	that	it	was	easy	
to	be	convincing	about	the	risks	to	vehicles	because	years	
of	experience	have	forged	the	policies	and	procedures.	
An	example	Mike	gave	was	the	crossing	of	
vacationers	with	camping	trailers.	Many	cross	
with	an	awning	tightly	wound	on	the	side.	While	
the	owner	might	think	it	secure,	the	bridge	staff	

Aggie O’brien
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have	learned	that	an	updraft	can	rip	them	off,	in	the	process	
ruining	the	camper.	They	lose	several	awnings	each	year.	A	
warning	to	go	slow	is	given.

Mike	noted	that	the	job	entails	three	main	duties:
•	 Be	friendly
•	 Be	accurate	
•	 Keep	traffic	moving

It	also	involves	being	situationally	aware,	not	just	shuffling	

money	to	and	from	the	cash	drawer.	Vehicles	pull	over	and	
need	help,	cars	get	stuck	in	the	MacPass	lanes,	and	the	slope	
of	the	southbound	entry	is	steep,	runaway	vehicles	are	always	
a	risk.

Aggie’s	job	is	a	bit	different	from	Mike’s,	who	generally	
spends	all	five	days	of	his	work	week	in	the	booth,	although	
cross-trained	to	work	the	office	if	needed.	Aggie	spends	four	
days	a	week	in	the	office	and	one	day	a	week	in	a	booth.

Her	work	day	starts	with	a	hand-off	from	the	night	supervisor.	
Information	on	wind	conditions	and	construction	are	passed	
along.	Based	on	that	information	she	updates	the	six	big	
message	boards,	three	at	the	south	end	of	the	bridge	and	three	
at	the	north,	that	relay	warnings	to	motorists.	These	messages	
have	been	refined	over	the	years	and	the	wording	is	now	stored	
on	a	computer	and	with	a	stroke	of	a	few	keys	can	be	loaded	
onto	the	sign	boards.	She	also	prepares	each	cash	drawer	for	
the	day;	assigns	the	booths,	schedules	worker	breaks,	and	
assures	they	are	all	taken.	Then	the	ongoing	routine	for	the	
day	begins.	She	handles	the	walk-up	window,	performing	
any	sales,	such	as	commemorative	coins,	posters,	and	putting	
money	on	bridge	cards	or	assigning	the	new	MacPass	stickers.	
She	also	processes	the	opened	mail.	Unlike	home	mail,	the	
bridge	mail	mostly	includes	checks	written	to	the	bridge	by	
commuters	or	trucking	companies	putting	money	on	their	
accounts.	She	enters	this	data	in	a	database.	With	the	rest	
of	her	time	she	answers	the	phone	and	monitors	the	traffic,	
workers,	toll	booths,	and	the	weight	scales.	The	bridge	limits	
the	weight	of	crossing	trucks	to	72	tons,	less	than	the	82	
permitted	on	state	highways.	High	speed	monitors	do	a	quick	
weight	check,	then	as	the	truck	slows	to	the	toll	booth	a	slow	
speed	monitor	gets	a	roughly	correct	weight	measure.	If	a	
truck	exceeds	the	limit	she	notifies	the	Michigan	State	Police	
just	across	the	street	and	they	will	weigh	the	truck	
again.	Violators	are	fined.

Quirky Questions
(The staff have pages of these)

I	have	boat	tickets,	do	I	have	to	pay	the	bridge	fare?

Does	my	Illinois	I-PASS	work	in	Indiana?

What	time	do	you	close?

Mike Buby
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Interesting facts:
Credit	cards	take	longer	to	process	at	16	
seconds	each,	than	cash	at	closer	to	8	seconds.	
Three	credit	cards	in	a	row	will	noticeably	slow	
traffic	at	a	booth.

Many	people	arrive	confused	by	the	geography	
they	are	entering.	This	week	Mike	was	handed	
a	passport	by	someone	thinking	they	were	
entering	Canada.

At	one	time	a	person	made	a	significant	
donation	to	the	bridge	to	pay	all	auto	tolls	until	
the	money	ran	out.	The	bridge	printed	cards,	
totaling	in	value	the	donation,	and	gave	them	to	
astonished	motorists	as	they	arrived.	A	free	pass	
card	is	never	expected.

Along	the	same	line,	pay	it	forward,	i.e.	paying	
for	the	car	behind	is	also	common,	occurring	
every	single	day.	Mike	noted	that	there	are	
many	good	people	out	there.	Most	beneficiaries	
at	first	think	it	is	a	joke,	then	are	speechless.

Trucks	that	traverse	the	bridge	regularly	also	
have	a	bridge	issued	card.	It	is	like	a	debit	card.	
Their	employer	puts	money	on	the	card	and	it	is	
reduced	with	each	passage.	These	truck	drivers	
do	not	need	to	fish	around	for	cash.

The	type	of	phone	calls	she	gets	is	interesting.	Any	truck	with	a	wide	
load	must	call	and	schedule	a	bridge	crossing	time.	At	this	time	of	year	
the	bridge	allocates	a	half	hour	at	8	am	and	another	at	6	pm	for	wide	
loads	to	cross.	Depending	on	construction	on	the	bridge	and	safety	
cone	placement	this	may	require	closing	one	side	of	the	bridge	or	both	
sides.	In	preparation,	anything	the	maintenance	crew	can	move	back	
out	of	the	way	must	be	planned.	Arrow	boards	marking	a	lane	shift	
for	routine	cars	must	be	moved	back	to	accommodate	wide	loads.	
These	loads	can	be	from	10	to	16	feet	wide.	Many	are	mobile	homes.	
Surprisingly,	there	are	five	to	ten	of	these	a	day	during	the	snow-free	
season.

She	also	has	to	schedule	escorts	for	trucks	that	carry	hazardous	
materials	or	have	a	heavy	load.	Again,	surprising	to	me,	is	that	there	
are	10	to	20	hazardous	loads	crossing	the	bridge	daily.	These	include	
corrosive	materials,	oxidants,	explosives,	radioactive,	and	hazardous	
waste.	It	does	not	include	routine	fuel	transport.	Fuel	truck	drivers	
have	to	get	training	from	bridge	staff	and	then	are	permitted	to	pass	
without	an	escort.

Outside	of	her	duties	she	relayed	some	changes	she	has	seen	over	the	
years.	Most	notably	are	improvements	with	automation.	She	recalls	
the	days	when	the	bridge	crew	manually	turned	off	the	bridge	lights	
at	midnight.	Just	before	midnight	she	had	to	drive	onto	the	bridge	and	
at	exactly	midnight	she	had	to	start	turning	off	the	four	switches	that	
controlled	the	lights,	two	on	each	side	of	the	north	end	and	two	on	the	
south	end.	If	they	were	not	off	at	exactly	the	right	time,	then	director	
Walt	North	would	call	and	ask	why	not.	Apparently	he	checked	on	his	
bridge	every	night.	She	hated	the	job,	not	because	it	meant	getting	out	
of	the	car	in	all	weather	but	rather	because	in	her	words,	“The	biggest	
spiders	liked	to	sit	on	the	switch.”	Likewise,	the	fog	horn	was	turned	
on	and	off	by	hand,	meaning	a	trip	to	the	center	of	the	bridge,	getting	
out	and	flicking	a	switch.

When	asked,	they	both	stressed	the	importance	of	paying	close	attention	to	your	driving	as	you	cross	the	bridge.	It	is	
too	easy	to	hit	the	car	in	front	of	you,	or	worse	a	worker,	if	you	are	distracted.	And	both	understood	that	this	section	of	

highway	probably	has	more	distractions	than	most	because	of	the	
beauty	you	are	passing.	But	watch	the	road	and	the	other	drivers,	
the	margin	of	error	on	the	bridge	is	smaller	than	other	roads.	Also	
be	cognizant	of	the	width	of	your	vehicle	as	you	approach	the	toll	
booths.	People	hit	the	barricades	and	damage	their	equipment,	
even	tearing	trailers	right	off	the	hitch.	Fortunately	there	are	few	
accidents	on	the	bridge,	but	they	can	be	deadly	as	we	saw	this	
summer.

Lastly,	they	both	emphasized	that	they	loved	their	
jobs.	Not	only	is	the	pay	good,	as	well	as	the	benefits,	
but	their	co-workers	are	experienced,	competent,	and	
pleasant.	It	is	a	good	work	environment.	

The	Bridge	Never	Sleeps.

Quirky Questions
Why	does	it	say	Upper	Peninsula	if	this	is	an	island?

Do	you	accept	out	of	state	money?	

Older	gentleman	-	What’s	the	MaxiPad	thing?

Where	do	you	catch	smoked	fish?

Do	you	have	an	Alzheimer	patient	discount?
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Wind speed indicators
One	wall	of	the	bridge	office	contains	the	read-outs	of	wind	speed	indicators	at	different	locations:	west	middle	of	bridge,	
east	middle,	White	Shoal	lighthouse,	St.	Helena	lighthouse.	The	big	green	monitor	at	the	bottom	tells	them	the	sustained	
speed,	36	mph	while	I	was	there.	Notice	the	scale	at	the	left:	0-19	mpg,	the	blue	line,	is	default,	no	problem	driving	
condition.	Next	is	warning,	from	20	mph	to	34	mph,	the	green	bar.	At	the	moment	I	was	there	the	bridge	was	under	escort,	
35	-	49	mph.	The	next	stage	is	partial	closure	from	50-	64	mph,	and	then	full	closure	from	65	mph	above.	The	office	is	full	
of	other	monitors	too:	traffic	monitors,	monitors	on	their	workers,	toll	booth	monitors.
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The view from inside the toll booth. Every vehicle that passes is logged 
into the computer to Cheryl Roundtree’s right. There are 15 categories 
of vehicle. The big A2 block is for a regular 
passenger vehicle. But motor homes have their 
own category, as do motor-homes pulling a vehicle, 
various kinds of trucks, etc. As a car pulls up its type 
is logged, the money collected, change given and if 
they ask about the U.S. 2 road closure a detour map, 
you can see just under the monitor, is given.

The cash drawer starts each shift with a set amount of money, every 
dollar must be accounted for and balanced with the computer entries. 
These toll takers are handling hundreds of cars an hour and mistakes 
are inevitable. If a driver has a question about their change they come 
to the office and provide their contact info. If there is extra at the end of 
the shift the money is returned to the claimant. BTW, even though toll 
takers can eat in the booth most don’t because their hands get grimy 
from handling so much money.

I learned that walking out to the toll booth can be dangerous 
business. Not only do you have to watch for cars, cars that are 
certainly not watching for you, but you must be sure you aren’t 
hit by the gate going up or down. The gate is aluminum tubing 
wrapped in foam, but Mike assured me that if it hits you on the 
head it hurts, and if it comes up under your chin . . . A sensor 
under the gate keeps it from dropping on a car. Notice also in 
this picture that cars leaving the gate have chipped the concrete 
block. Mostly it results from drivers who forget they are pulling a 
wider trailer.

Where cars have hit the 
concrete

Car sensor

What if someone arrives without 
enough money? “We have an IOU 
system where they have to leave 
their name and contact info and 
come back and pay. If they don’t 
there are fees depending on how 
long they wait.” 
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Fourth graders try persuasive writing for Thanksgiving 

They are a turkey trying to convince 
the farmer not to eat them.

    Are you convinced?

I think you should not eat me for Thanksgiving dinner.

First of all I am not fat enough. If you let me grow fat you can eat 
me. I am skinny.

Another reason you can’t eat me is because I am going on 
vacation for a few years. I am going to Florida. See you in the 
year 3099. Oh I meant longer.

In my opinion, I think that you need to quit your addiction to 
turkey on Thanksgiving.

First of all, I have a lot of diseases like, rashes, aches, head 
injuries, a broken leg, sickness, turkey pox, and I’m GREEN. 
I have odd teeth, orange liver, the black plague, and space-
cow-syndrome.

Another reason, DO NOT TEST ME! I have a beak and I’m 
not afraid to use it. PLUS I KNOW WHERE YOU LIVE!

Finally,seriously, forget Thanksgiving. Skip it and 
just celebrate Christmas! I’ll get you a buncha 
presents. Like a McDonalds. That is why you need 
to stop your addiction!

Poppy
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In my opinion you shouldn’t eat me for 
Thanksgiving.

First of all I have a disease. You might get the 
disease and die.

Another reason I know where you live. Also I 
have a beak. And I’m not afraid to use it.

Finally I haven’t had a bath in 20 years. I will be 
very stinky. You’d probably get sick and die. That 
is why you can’t eat me.

The	fourth	grade	authors	are:	
Back	(Poppy	Wallace,	Mikey	Sullivan,	Julia	Short,	Dillon	Poumade)
Middle	(Sophia	Leese,	Jullian	Poumade,	Addyson	Wheeler,	Jacob	Cross,	Nicholas	
Benton,	Emma	Hendrickson)
Front	left	(Blake	Hingston)
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State News
Robocall Crackdown Team announced by state attorney general
Robocalls	in	Michigan	are	legal	if	they	are	from:
	 A	business	that	you	deal	with
	 Some	group	you	have	given	permission	to	call	you
	 A	charitable	organization
	 The	caller	is	requesting	a	donation	for	public	safety	organizations
	 A	political	party,	politician,	or	political	action	committee

Robocalls	are	illegal	if:
	 You	are	on	the	Do	Not	Call	federal	registry
	 The	caller	tries	to	sell	you	goods	for	more	than	$25
	 The	phone	number	displayed	is	fake,	misleading	or	inaccurate
	 If	the	caller	does	not	provide	their	full	name,	who	they	are	calling	for,	or	provide	a	call	back	number	that	will	be	
answered	by	a	live	person.

The	attorney	general’s	office	is	instituting	a	list	of	initiative	to	stop	the	illegal	calls.	The	complete	list	can	be	found	at	
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/ag/Robocall_Initiatives_670979_7.pdf

The	highlights	include	more	public	education	on	the	practice.	Work	with	other	government	agencies	and	phone	carriers	to	
create	tools	to	crack	down	on	illegal	callers.	Also	to	expand	real-time	monitoring	and	encourage	victims	to	report	abuse.

Tolls to pay for highways
A	top	priority	for	the	state	senate	in	the	next	few	months	is	to	pass	a	bill	that	would	sanction	a	study	on	whether	tolls	on	
certain	highways	would	be	a	viable	solution	to	pay	for	highway	repairs.

Michigan Public Service Commission says watch for scams
“The	Michigan	Public	Service	Commission	is	hearing	from	utility	companies	that	there	are	increased	customer	complaints	
about	phone	scams	in	which	callers	threaten	utility	shutoffs	if	customers	don’t	take	immediate	actions	that	include	making	
payments	by	gift	cards,	Bitcoin	or	other	forms	of	payment.	The	increase	in	complaints	also	includes	instances	where	
callers	manipulate	caller	ID	to	make	it	appear	as	if	a	utility	company	is	making	the	call.	This	deliberate	falsification	is	
called	Caller	ID	spoofing.”

page	14 page	15November 24, 2019

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



25 YEARS AGO November 1994
New Village Manager -	Jeff	Lawson	accepted	the	post	of	village	manager	with	a	salary	of	$36,000.

The	DDA	recommended	the	village	council	take	ownership	of	all	of	the	railroad	property	south	of	Central	Ave.	saying	“…	
the	council	has	the	power	and	responsibility	to	control	the	development	of	this	crucial	property	for	the	long-term	benefit	
of	the	community.”

Twinkle	lights	required	a	special	council	committee	to	recommend	re-wiring	the	downtown	lights	so	the	twinkle	lights	
could	be	turned	off	independently	from	the	Victorian	light	poles.	The	council	looked	at	all	options	and	voted	to	re-wire	the	
lights	and	turn	the	twinkle	lights	off	at	midnight	every	night.

The	village	received	news	that	the	Natural	Resources	Trust	Fund	would	pay	75%	of	the	purchase	price	of	Headlands,	their	
top	project	for	the	year.	Little	Traverse	Conservancy’s	(LTC)	Tom	Bailey	came	to	a	council	meeting	to	explain	that	LTC	
would	act	as	a	free	consultant	“to	help	the	community	establish	a	good	balance	between	development	and	preservation.”	
He	thought	the	property	could	be	self-supporting	by	promoting	major	mountain	trail	bike	races,	cross-country	skiing,	
Olympic	training	for	cross-country	skiing,	dog	sled	races	and	pulling	competitions,	conferences,	bridle	trails	and	a	horse	
concession.

In	snowmobiling	news,	the	state,	for	the	first	time,	was	requiring	a	snowmobile	permit.	It	cost	$10.	Jim	Rizzardi	asked	and	
got	permission	to	start	an	open	air	snowmobile	rental	business	in	the	Mackinaw	Mall.	[Where	the	beauty	salon	was	until	
recently.]

A	committee	
investigating	
incorporating	
Mackinaw	City	as	a	
city	consisted	of	Robert	
Heilman,	Stan	McRae,	
Len	Oliver,	and	Ruth	
Morse.	They	listened	
to	a	representative	of	
the	State	Boundary	
Commission	(SBC)	
and	the	manager	
of	Clarkston,	a	city	
recently	completing	
the	process.	The	SBC	
reported	that	they	first	
reviewed	any	attempt	
at	a	charter	change	and	
decided	if	such	a	change	
benefited	the	area.	Only	
after	their	approval	
could	the	process	
actually	begin.	The	next	
step	is	to	verify	that	the	
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25 YEARS AGO 1994

village	boundaries	match	those	held	by	The	Great	Seal,	a	Lansing	governmental	unit	that	
keeps	track	of	official	boundaries.

Dr.	Kevorkian	and	the	right	to	die	discussion	was	in	the	news	and	the	Mackinaw	Journal	
got	a	long	letter	to	the	editor	from	Ted	Utchen	about	it.

An	Ironworkers	Memorial	was	being	discussed.	It	would	honor	the	five	workers	killed	
in	the	construction	of	the	Mackinac	Bridge.

New	teacher	and	new	graduate	Scott	Mills	was	introduced	to	the	community.	Also	in	
school	news	was	the	school	board	decision	to	let	students	take	off	November	15	and	16	
for	deer	hunting.	The	school	board	had	to	figure	the	cost	of	removing	the	above-ground	
fuel	storage	tank	behind	the	school.	It	had	just	been	hit	by	a	car	and	it	would	have	to	be	
removed	by	1998	anyway.

Business	owners	south	of	the	U.S.	23	intersection	on	S.	Huron	Ave.	petitioned	the	village	council	to	investigate	the	cost	of	
extending	the	lights	and	brick	pavers	to	their	businesses.	

The	Pageant	Committee	received	a	sound	trailer	paid	for	by	First	America	Bank.
June	Heilman	announced	she	was	closing	her	retail	outlet,	the	Village	Christmas	Shoppe.

Halloween	was	celebrated	by	a	party	that	traveled	from	the	American	Legion,	to	Embers,	to	Audie’s,	then	Downing’s.

Snow	carving	was	introduced	as	a	winter	event	under	master	carver	Jerry	Prior.	He	also	was	working	on	the	Chief	
Wawatam	statue.

Sam	Staffan	received	permission	to	build	his	sign	shop	on	Nokomis.

The Greigers
Don	and	Al	Greiger	first	came	to	Mackinaw	as	teenagers	in	the	1930s.	They	would	camp	in	the	State	Camp	Ground	with	
their	parents.	Their	dada	was	a	school	teacher	in	Detroit,	and	during	the	depression	years	he	would	take	his	family	north	
to	Canada	for	the	summer.	Don	suffered	from	hay	fever	so	he	and	his	mother	would	stop	off	in	the	Mackinaw	on	the	way	
home,	and	wait	for	a	hard	freeze	while	Al	and	his	dad	went	back	to	Detroit	to	start	school.	Don	always	had	a	dream	of	
returning	to	the	north	country	to	live,	so	in	the	early	1960s	he	and	his	wife,	Erna,	bought	a	lot	on	Trailsend	Bay	and	started	
building	a	cottage	at	what	is	now	6455	Wilderness	Park	Drive.	Don	and	his	dad	would	pre-assemble	the	components	in	
Don’s	garage	in	Northville,	and	then	haul	them	north	to	put	together	during	vacation	days	in	the	summer.	A	lot	of	hard	
work	and	love	built	a	home.

Their	son,	Ken,	and	daughter,	Judy,	were	in	high	school	and	college.	Ken	helped	his	dad	double	the	size	of	the	cottage	
before	Don	retired	in	1979.	Don	and	Erna	now	spend	the	winter	months	in	Mesa,	Arizona	but	always	look	forward	to	
coming	back	for	beautiful	summers	on	the	Straits.

Al	Grieger	bought	a	wood-side	lot	in	1977	at	what	is	now	6500	Wilderness	Park	Drive.	A	shell	was	erected	by	
Vacation	Homes	of	Lansing	in	1978	and	following	a	family	tradition,	Al	and	Amy	completed	the	interior	with	a	
lot	of	help	from	family	and	friends.	
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Turkey – the perfect food?
A	recent	article	in	Marine Log	gives	turkey	a	thumbs	
up	for	Thanksgiving	dinner.	That	is	good	news	for	the	
consumers	of	46	million	turkeys	that	will	be	prepared	on	
Thanksgiving	and	the	additional	22	million	consumed	on	
Christmas.

Turkey	is	full	of	amino	acids	that	human	stomachs	
make	into	20	types	needed	for	human	functionality.	In	
addition	it	contains	fat,	particularly	in	the	skin	and	dark	
meat,	vitamins	and	minerals.	Whether	your	turkey	might	
be	good	or	bad	depends	on	what	the	turkey	ate.	If	it	
was	industrial	raised	on	corn	and	soy	it	will	have	more	
omega	6	fatty	acid,	the	kind	that	inflame	the	body.	If	it	
was	free	range	it	will	have	more	omega	3,	the	kind	that	
decrease	inflammation.	You	can	add	omega	3	elsewhere	
in	your	Thanksgiving	meal	like	in	walnuts	on	your	ice	
cream	or	shrimp	cocktail.

In	addition	to	commonly	needed	essentials	like	vitamins	
B6	and	B12	or	minerals	like	zinc,	selenium,	niacin,	
turkey	contains	choline.	Choline	is	required	by	humans,	
but	our	bodies	do	not	produce	enough.	To	get	the	required	amount	we	must	find	it	in	our	food.	Inadequate	amounts	have	
been	related	to	depression,	schizophrenia,	memory	loss,	and	various	types	of	dementia.	Some	small	studies	have	reported	
that	90%	of	Americans	do	not	get	enough.	Adults	should	get	425	to	550	mg	per	day.

Where	can	you	get	your	choline?	The	average	turkey	portion	will	give	you	about	80	mg.	An	egg	contains	about	150	mg.	
Here	are	some	other	food	sources,	their	portion	size,	and	amounts	of	choline:
Pork	chop	6	oz.	150	mg
Steak	6	oz.	130	mg
Navy	beans	cup	82	mg
Broccoli	cup	cooked	63	mg
Peas	cup	cooked	48	mg
Fish	6	oz	191	mg

So	enjoy	that	turkey,	it	has	a	lot	of	good	nutrition	for	you.	As	for	the	after	meal	drowsiness,	you	get	more	tryptophan	in	
pork,	beef,	or	lamb	than	turkey.	Blame	sleepiness	on	a	good,	relaxing,	large	meal	followed	by	a	boring	football	game.

Source:	Emily	Reiblein,	Marine Log,	November	2019
https://issuu.com/marinelog/docs/marine_log_november_2019?fr=sMTgyMjM3NjM1NA

Bodies need more than food
A	new	history	book	on	personal	grooming	has	just	been	released.	It	reports	that	in	the	
Western	world,	adults	spend	on	average	of	one	hour	per	day	on	personal	grooming.	And	
they	spend	5%	or	more	of	their	annual	income	on	grooming	products.	Likewise,	about	5%	
of	GDP	is	personal	hygiene	products.

Peter	Ward,	The Clean Body: A Modern History.
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Enbridge	spokesperson	Ryan	Duffy	sends	
this	announcement,	“Construction	of	
Enbridge’s	Great	Lakes	Tunnel	advanced	
with	the	recent	completion	of	sediment	and	
rock	sampling	at	the	Straits	of	Mackinac,	
a	key	engineering	component	needed	for	
the	final	design	of	the	tunnel.	The	sampling	
program	was	a	major	part	of	Enbridge’s	
$40	million	investment	in	the	project	in	
2019.

The	specialized	deep-water	drilling	vessel,	
Highland	Eagle,	and	a	team	of	experts	
successfully	completed	the	last	of	the	
bedrock	borings	in	the	deep-water	areas	
at	the	Straits	earlier	this	week.	Rock	and	
sediment	samples	were	collected	from	a	
total	of	27	locations	including	on-shore,	near-shore	and	
deep-water	locations.

Geologists	will	study	the	rock	samples	collected.	
Results	of	the	study	will	be	used	to	guide	the	design	
of	the	tunnel,	as	well	as	the	tunnel	boring	machine,	
which	will	be	custom-built	to	suit	the	characteristics	of	
geology	in	the	Straits.

Completion	of	this	phase	of	the	project	on	schedule	
reflects	Enbridge’s	deep	commitment	to	building	the	
Great	Lakes	Tunnel	and	to	being	part	of	Michigan’s	
future.	We	believe	the	tunnel	is	the	best	way	to	protect	
the	community	and	the	Great	Lakes	while	meeting	
Michigan’s	energy	needs.”

Enbridge Announces Conclusion of Rock Boring

Natural gas rates to remain low even amid high demand says Michigan 
Public Service Commission
LANSING,	Mich.	—	“Natural	gas	use	is	likely	to	increase	this	winter	while	use	of	propane,	gasoline,	distillates	
and	electricity	is	expected	to	decline	owing	to	more	normal	weather	patterns	and	a	slowing	in	the	industrial	sector,	
according	to	the	Michigan	Public	Service	Commission’s	annual	Winter	Energy	Appraisal.

Demand	for	gasoline	is	expected	to	decline	by	about	0.5	percent	in	2019,	and	demand	for	distillates	—	most	of	which	
are	used	to	produce	diesel	fuel	—	is	expected	to	fall	for	the	first	time	since	2015.	For	the	more	than	75	percent	of	
homeowners	who	use	natural	gas	for	heat,	costs	are	expected	to	decline	because	of	lower	natural	gas	prices	compared	
to	last	year,	even	as	demand	for	natural	gas	across	all	sectors	is	projected	to	rise	2.7	percent.

Demand	for	propane	is	expected	to	drop	by	more	than	8	percent,	with	prices	significantly	lower	than	last	year.	
Heating	oil	prices	also	are	starting	out	the	season	considerably	lower	than	last	year.
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