
Last weekend by Ron Dye

   Events in Mackinaw City 

October 21 Monday
•	 Orionids	Meteor	Show	and	speaker,	Headlands,	7	-	9	pm
•	 Republican	Party	of	Cheboygan	County,	Commissioners	Room	County	Bldg.,	6:30	pm

October 21 - 25
•	 East	side	hydrant	flushing	during	daylight	hours

October 22
•	 What	is	Suction	Cup	Therapy?,	Massage	Parlor	in	Recreation	Center,	6:30-7:30,	free

October 23 Wednesday
•	 Lion’s	Club	Soup	in	a	Bowl,	Pancake	Chef,	4:30	-	6:00	pm,	$10

October 24 Thursday
•	 Free	needle	drop-off	at	Cheboygan	hospital,	9	am	-	1	pm

October 25 - 31
•	 West	side	hydrant	flushing	during	daylight	hours

October 26 Saturday
•	 First	Annual	Community	Breakfast,	Church	of	the	Straits,	9	am
•	 Ghost	Supper,	Heritage	Village,	noon	-	4	pm

October 31 Thursday
•	 Trunk	or	Treat	at	Old	School	Park,	4	-	7	pm
•	 Community	Trick	or	Treat

November 13 Wednesday
•	 The	University	of	Michigan	Biological	Station	in	our	Backyard,	talk	by	Adam	Achubel,	Cheboygan	library,	7	pm
•	 Last	day	of	leaf	pick-up

No 
Paper 
Next 
Week
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Annual Ghost Supper
Saturday,	October	26,	Heritage	Village,	noon	-	4	pm

The	Ghost	Supper,	or	Spirit	Feast,	is	a	celebration	of	Native	American	culture	observed	
in	the	fall	as	a	traditional	time	of	remembering	and	honoring	deceased	loved	ones	and	
relatives	through	the	offering	of	food	and	tobacco	(semaa)	at	a	community	meal.	The	
tobacco	is	offered	to	the	spirit	fire,	in	honoring	one’s	ancestors	at	this	gathering.	The	food	
is	prepared	to	feed	the	ancestors	at	the	spirit	fire.	The	ghost	feast	shares	elements	of	All	
Souls	Day	and	Mexico’s	Day	of	the	Dead.	“This	custom	has	been	practiced	for	as	long	as	
the	Anishinabek	(Odawa,	Ojibwa	and	Potawatomi)	have	lived	in	Michigan,”	said	Gennie	
Morgan,	a	local	Anishinaabe	Kwe	specializing	in	Ojibwa	traditions,	the	medicine	wheel,	and	drumming.

On	many	occasions	when	Ghost	Feasts	are	held,	the	tradition	will	begin	when	tribal	members	use	colorful	crepe	paper	to	
make	wreathes	which	are	placed	on	their	ancestor’s	burial	sites	as	an	invitation	to	the	ghost	suppers.	With	fall	generally	
being	a	rainy	season,	the	crepe	paper	wreathes	get	wet	and	the	color	drains	out	of	them	–	a	sign	that	the	spirits	of	the	
ancestors	have	accepted	the	invitation	to	the	supper.

The	public	is	invited	to	share	in	this	ceremony.	Bring	a	favorite	dish	of	an	ancestor	to	share	plus	your	own	table	setting.	
Cider	and	water	will	be	provided.	The	ceremony,	which	will	begin	at	12:00	noon	at	the	Heritage	Village	pavilion,	will	
include	drumming	and	singing	and	enjoying	a	community	meal	around	the	sacred	fire.	This	is	an	outdoor	event	so	
participants	should	dress	warmly.	In	case	of	rain,	the	event	will	be	held	in	the	Chapel.	Heritage	Village	is	1.5	miles	west	of	
Mackinaw	City	off	West	Central	Avenue.

This	and	all	programs	that	take	place	in	Heritage	Village,	are	sponsored	by	the	Mackinaw	Area	Historical	Society	and	the	
Village	of	Mackinaw	City.	
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Photo by Ron Dye last weekend

Headlands to host 11th annual ‘Headlands Challenge’ Oct. 26

Saturday,	October	26,	Headlands,	7	-	9	pm

The	Headlands	International	Dark	Sky	Park	will	host	its	11th	annual	“Headlands	Challenge”	
Saturday,	Oct.	26,	when	visitors	will	be	encouraged	to	walk	the	one-mile	paved	path	to	the	Waterfront	
Event	Center.	During	the	annual	event,	traffic	to	the	center	will	be	closed	to	cars	from	7-9	pm	to	allow	
participants	in	the	“Headlands	Challenge”	to	safely	walk	in	and	out	of	the	park	using	only	luminaries	
lining	the	road	and	the	moonlight	to	guide	them	to	the	event	center.	Upon	arrival	at	the	event	center,	
guests	will	enjoy	an	evening	of	surprises	and	fun	to	celebrate	the	completion	of	the	walk.	Weather-
permitting,	free	guided	observing	will	take	place	after	dark	until	approximately	midnight	with	the	
telescopes	outside	and	staff	astronomers	on	hand	to	help	guide	observers.

Lions Annual Soup in a Bread Bowl Supper

Wednesday,	October	23,	Pancake	Chef,	4:30	-	6:00	pm,	$10

Come	for	soup	in	a	bread	bowl,	dessert	and	a	beverage	but	mostly	come	to	support	the	Lions	Club’s	efforts	and	to	have	a	fun	
evening	out	with	friends.	Over	10	varieties	of	soup,	amounting	to	approximately	100	gallons,	will	be	available.

The	funds	raised	will	support	the	Lions	work	in:
Leader	dog
Chippewa	Prison	Puppy	Program
Senior	Center	of	Mackinaw	City
Mackinaw	High	School	Senior	Scholarships
Food	Pantry
Eyeglasses	and	Hearing	Aids
Vision	Testing	at	Mackinaw	Area	Schools
Fort	Michilimackinac	Pageant
Project	Kids	Sight
Community	Enrichment
Project	Graduation
Bear	Camp	for	special	needs	children
Mackinaw	City	Schools	Athletic	Banquet
Historic	Village	Heritage	Festival
Special	Emergency	Needs
Free	loan	of	medical	device	needs:	wheelchairs,	walkers,	Shower	chairs,	etc.
And	more.
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Wolves in Michigan! 
October 26 

1:00 PM 

Mackinaw Area  
Public Library 

A multimedia presentation by Michael Cromley about the facts 
and myths of the Grey Wolf and Michigan’s other native canines. 

Free Community Breakfast at Church of 
the Straits

Saturday,	October	26,	9	-	10:30	am

Come One, Come All to our First Annual Community 
Breakfast

Church	of	the	Straits	307	N	Huron	Ave.
We	will	have	local	musical	talent	during	the	breakfast.
Come	and	invite	your	family,	friends	and	neighbors.	Free	food	
and	fun	for	all	who	come	and	join	us!

Special Election Nov. 5, 2019 for Emmet County Residents
Emmet	County	residents	will	vote	on	a	new	millage	for	Emergency	Medical	Services	(EMS).	
Currently	county	residents	are	paying	0.2483	mill	on	their	taxable	property,	expiring	in	2021.	
The	ballot	asks	to	replace	that	tax	with	a	tax	of	0.70	mills	for	five	years,	beginning	Dec.	1,	
2019.	The	millage	will	fund	replacement	of	two	of	eight	ambulances	owned	by	the	county	
in	2020	and	three	more	in	2021.	In	addition,	the	funds	would	replace	discontinued	cardiac	
monitors	and	defibrillator,	power	stretchers	and	other	equipment.	The	new	millage	would	raise	
an	estimated	$2.1	million	in	the	first	calendar	year.
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Village Hall News
In	Public	Comments	the	Chamber	thanked	the	village	crew	for	all	of	
their	help	in	moving	Fall	into	Mackinaw	into	the	Recreation	Center.	
Taelar	Stewart,	owner	of	Strait	to	the	Roots,	wanted	to	understand	
the	instructor	rules	for	using	the	Recreation	Center	and	finding	a	
way	for	both	her	business	and	the	village	to	increase	revenues.	The	
Special	Event	“Antique	snowmobiling	crossing	of	the	Mackinac	
Bridge”	was	approved	for	December	14.	The	snowmobiles	will	meet		
in	the	Colonial	Michilimackinac	parking	lot.

Department	head	reports
	 Police	reports	are	on	par	with	a	year	ago.
	 Fire	department	runs	are	at	the	same	level	or	are	up	for	every	month	this	year.
	 Because	of	the	high	water	levels,	the	marina	is	purchasing	20	ice	eaters	which	are	essentially	underwater	fans	that	
circulate	the	warmer	bottom	water	up	to	the	surface	to	prevent	ice	build-up	around	the	north	dock’s	finger	piers.	The	existing	
bubbler	system	keeps	ice	off	the	I-beams	that	support	the	structure,	so	now	all	parts	of	the	dock	will	be	protected.	They	were	
purchased	with	the	help	of	the	Michigan	Waterways	Commission.	
	
The	council	extended	the	term	of	Pat	Wyman	as	temporary	zoning	administrator	for	six	month	or	until	the	regular	zoning	
administrator	is	cleared	to	return	to	work.	The	council	sent	the	recommended	1-1/2	times	sewer	hook-up	fee	for	non-residents	
to	the	ordinance	committee.	Council	is	also	still	waiting	for	an	attorney	ruling	on	the	proposed	code	of	ethics.

Council	voted	to	proceed	to	issue	revenue	bonds	up	to	$5.5	million	to	fund	the	water	department	improvements.	This	loan	will	
pay	for	the	design,	acquisition	and	construction	of	repairs	to	water	mains,	installing	new	water	mains,	a	new	elevated	water	
tank,	a	new	emergency	generator,	and	restoration	of	streets	after	the	repairs.	
Work	can	begin	immediately	even	if	the	loan	is	not	immediately	acquired.

Council	also	voted	to	proceed	to	issue	revenue	bonds	up	to	$1.4	million	to	
fund	sewer	department	improvements.	This	loan	will	pay	for	the	design,	
acquisition	and	construction	of	pump	stations,	manholes,	sewer	mains,	sewer	
plant	rehabilitation,	and	the	restoration	of	streets	after	the	repairs.	The	council	
agreed	to	hire	Capital	Consultants,	known	as	C2AE,	to	study	and	then	design	
the	changes	and	improvements	needed	including	a	cost	estimate,	documents	
needed	to	get	bids	on	the	sewer	project,	and	then	oversee	construction.	For	
these	services	the	village	will	pay	C2AE	$106,000	plus	an	estimated	additional	
$77,000	for	resident	engineer	services	plus	that	engineer’s	expenses	including	
travel,	lodging	and	other	incidentals.	Lastly,	there	may	be	additional	engineering	
services	needed	such	as	soil	borings,	American	iron	and	steel	monitoring,	and	
construction	testing	costing	$7,000.	The	total	being	estimated	to	be	$190,000.	
Because	of	the	uncertainties	in	the	contract	Enzo	Lieghio	voted	against	the	
contract,	the	rest	voted	to	accept	the	contract.

The	iron	and	steel	monitoring	is	interesting.	It	will	cost	the	village	$2,500	to	
make	sure	that	all	iron	and	steel	“are	either	produced	in	the	United	States	or	
are	the	subject	of	an	approved	waiver	.	.	.under	Section	746	of	Title	VII	of	the	
Consolidated	Appropriations	Act	of	2017	and	subsequent	statutes	mandating	
domestic	preference.”	Regardless	of	whether	American	made	iron	and	steel		
costs	more	or	less,	it	will	cost	$2,500	to	make	sure	the	law	is	followed.

Source: Keith Matheny, Detroit Free 
Press, October 11, 2019

Water level is nearing the bottom of the docks
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Michigan Bill introduced to change Columbus Day to Indigenous People’s Day
History of Columbus Day
The	popularized	Christopher	Columbus	was	created	during	the	American	Revolution.	Before	the	Revolution	
he	was	a	historical	unknown.	He	sailed	west	as	an	Italian	under	a	Spanish	flag	landing	in	the	Caribbean,	not	mainland	U.S.A.	
But	during	the	Revolution	political	leaders	were	looking	for	a	hero	to	celebrate,	and	the	hero	could	not	have	any	connection	
to	the	British	enemy.	Henry	Hudson	was	British.	John	Cabot	sailed	for	Britain.	Ponce	de	Leon	had	already	become	a	Spanish	
hero,	so	he	was	taken.	And	Giovanni	da	Verrazzano,	who	was	eaten	by	Crib	Indians,	seemed	unsuitable.*

With	few	choices	available,	the	unknown	Columbus	could	be	molded	into	a	hero	with	the	emerging	country’s	self-described	
virtues.	He	could	be	depicted	as	a	noble	explorer,	a	man	setting	his	own	course,	a	get-it-done	sort	of	hero.	His	flaws,	as	a	lost	
mariner	who	did	not	know	how	to	deal	with	existing	settlers,	were	not	mentioned.	By	the	turn	into	the	19th	century,	statues,	
buildings,	towns,	and	rivers	were	named	for	him.	Another	100	years,	in	1892	the	Columbian	Exposition	celebrated	him	even	
more.

But	after	another	100	years	passed,	his	warts	started	to	cover	his	image.	He	enslaved	natives	selling	“all	the	slaves	that	can	
be	sold”	and	killed	people	for	pleasure.	He	blamed	others	for	his	misdeeds.	In	1934	President	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	declared	
Columbus	Day	a	national	holiday	in	response	to	pressure	from	the	Knights	of	Columbus,	a	Catholic	organization	happy	to	
celebrate	an	Italian	Catholic.

Little	wonder,	in	a	country	that	no	longer	needs	him	for	a	hero,	that	the	true	man	is	being	removed	from	the	national	calendar	
of	holidays	and	being	replaced	by	Indigenous	People’s	Day,	to	honor	those	living	here	when	he	arrived.	The	movement	
that	started	in	1992	in	Berkeley	has	arrived	in	Michigan.	If	Michigan	changes	the	name	of	the	holiday,	as	recent	introduced	
legislation	suggests,	it	will	align	with	Minnesota,	Alaska,	Maine,	Nevada,	and	Hawaii	which	have	already	done	so.

*These possibilities and this argument came from https://www.thenation.com/article/the-invention-of-christopher-columbus-american-hero/

At the State
Two	bills	changing	the	signage	of	accessible	parking	spaces	are	zooming	through	the	state	legislature.	The	
bills	would	require	the	use	of	the	international	standardized	design	sign.	Reserved	parking	spaces	could	not	
use	the	word	“handicapped”	when	describing	people	with	disabilities.

EEE claims another
The	deadly	eastern	equine	encephalitis	[EEE]	outbreak	in	Michigan	has	claimed	a	5th	life.	A	Cass	County	resident	
in	Southwest	Michigan	died	of	the	mosquito-borne	illness,	the	Michigan	Department	of	Health	and	Human	Services	
announced	on	Monday,	October	14,	2019.

So	far	this	year	[2019],	10	people	in	Michigan	have	contracted	the	virus	and	5	have	died.	EEE	also	has	been	confirmed	in	
40	animals	from16	counties,	including	Genesee,	Lapeer,	and	Tuscola.

“The	risk	of	EEE	continues	if	there	has	not	been	a	sustained	period	of	freezing	temperatures,”	said	Dr.	Joneigh	
Khaldun,	the	state’s	chief	medical	executive	and	chief	deputy	for	health.	“We	urge	residents	to	continue	taking	
precautions	against	mosquito	bites.”	The	state	sprayed	an	organic	aerial	insecticide	over	557	000	acres	in	14	
counties	earlier	this	month.

The new signs 
would require the 
forward leaning 
wheelchair

The	EDC	and	E-team	met.	The	Chamber	now	has	a	business	start-up	handout	called	“Local	Business	Development	
Resources.”	Two	possible	development	sites	in	Mackinaw	are	now	online	at	a	state	web	site	for	potential	developers	to	
discover.	They	fall	into	the	Opportunity	Zone.	A	local	business	owner	confirmed	that	the	limiting	factors	for	business	at	
this	time	are	labor	and	housing.	Next	year’s	federal	H2B	workers	will	be	allocated	by	lottery	and	it	is	expected	that	only	
one	third	of	the	applicants	will	get	workers.	Mackinaw	City	employers	are	very	worried	they	will	not	have	sufficient	
numbers	of	workers	next	summer.	J1	workers,	the	college	students,	treat	housing	as	college	students	do,	
so	housing	for	these	summer	workers	needs	to	be	indestructible,	built	out	of	cement	blocks	with	industrial	
quality	sinks,	etc.
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I	had	a	chance	to	interview	Ozzie	last	week.	He	is	five	years	old	and	
has	been	working	as	a	service	dog	for	almost	three	years.	He	is	a	big	
English	Lab,	at	94	pounds.

He	started	life	in	a	United	Way	breeding	program	and	from	birth	has	
been	raised	for	his	life’s	duty	of	giving	independence	to	his	human	
partner.	He	had	trainers	in	Indiana	and	then	Michigan	to	whom	he	
was	very	attached.	With	their	help	he	learned	American	Kennel	Club	
“Good	Citizenship”	skills	plus	three	specialized	skilled	tasks.	Given	
his	size	and	his	acute	sense	of	smell	he	took	up	“bracing,”	“guiding,”	
and	“assisting”	people	suffering	from	seizures.	Smaller	dogs	with	a	
great	sense	of	smell,	that	can	snuggle	near	their	owner’s	face,	might	
be	trained	to	help	people	with	diabetes.	Big	dogs	like	Ozzie,	can	help	
with	stability	for	people	who	need	to	get	down	then	up	from	the	floor	
before	and	after	a	seizure	or	are	just	wobbly	on	their	feet.

As	his	skills	increased	he	entered	a	“Meet	and	Greet”	program,	
spending	a	day	here	and	there	with	a	potential	long-term	owner.	His	
current	owner	tried	two	other	dogs	before	deciding	that	Ozzie	was	
the	perfect	match,	perfect	in	having	the	required	skills	and	also	a	
matching	lifestyle.	Ozzie	is	very	mellow.

Upon	graduation,	Ozzie	and	his	new	owner	were	ready	for	a	life	
together.	Ozzie	will	probably	retire	at	around	10-years-old,	just	like	humans.	
About	that	time	his	owner	will	start	looking	for	a	new	service	dog	and	Ozzie	
may	become	the	family	pet.

His	workdays	are	24-7	since	he	is	always	alert	to	the	change	in	scent	that	
precedes	a	seizure.	He	will	immediately	alert	his	owner,	sometimes	a	few	
minutes	and	sometimes	as	much	as	30	minutes	in	advance	of	the	seizure.	
That	gives	his	owner	time	to	have	Ozzie	fetch	help	and	time	to	get	to	a	safe	
place,	whether	on	the	floor,	in	a	chair,	or	away	from	a	triggering	stimulus	
such	as	flickering	lights.

His	official	workday	begins	when	he	dons	his	work	vest.	Then	he	becomes	
a	more	focused	and	less	playful	dog.	As	a	seizure	victim	gets	confused,	
Ozzie	will	become	hyper-focused	on	his	master.	His	duties	include	assisting	
with	tactile	help.	He	may	lick,	paw,	lean,	and	touch,	all	of	which	settle	the	
seizure	victim’s	brain.	Then	when	the	owner	wants	to	get	up,	he	will	“brace,”	
meaning	he	will	put	his	weight	on	his	front	legs	so	his	owner	can	lean	on	his	
shoulders	and	push	up	from	him	like	you	might	with	a	chair.	And	his	duty	as	
a	“guide”	is	to	stabilize	a	wobbly	person,	a	person	who	is	maybe	moving	to	
a	safe	place	or	in	going	up	stairs,	acting	much	like	a	cane.	He	is	
also	trained	to	pull	a	person	using	a	wheelchair,	even	through	the	
snow.	Ozzie	has	used	all	of	his	skills.

Meet Ozzie - A Working Dog

Ozzie is preparing for take-off

Ozzie in his working vest, much like a saddle that covers his 
back and has pockets
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He	also	responds	to	commands.	Ozzie’s	vocabulary	is	unique;	he	knows	regular	dog	commands	plus:
	 DOORS	–	a	command	to	open	a	door
	 PILLS	–	to	retrieve	pills
	 PHONE	–	to	retrieve	a	cell	phone
	 HELP-	to	retrieve	a	person	who	can	offer	aid
	 HOME	–	to	lead	his	owner	to	the	car,	like	from	a	store	to	the	car	in	a	parking	lot

Ozzie,	as	a	service	dog,	is	ADA	qualified.	He	has	been	trained	to	assist	a	person	with	a	disability	in	tasks	associated	with	
the	disability.	He	is	permitted	go	anywhere	a	wheelchair	or	other	aid	can	go.	Yes,	he	rides	on	an	airplane,	with	advanced	
notice.	But	because	of	his	size	must	be	near	the	bulkhead	and	must	ride	either	in	his	owner’s	lap	or	between	their	legs.	He	
can	go	in	a	restaurant.	To	assure	he	behaves	properly,	is	not	distracted	by	the	smells	of	food,	he	never	gets	to	eat	human	
food,	never	ever.	In	addition	to	service	dogs,	miniature	horses	that	weigh	between	70	–	100	pounds	and	are	house	broken	
can	also	serve	as	service	animals.

A	service	dog	is	distinguished	from	an	emotional	support	animal.	ESA	as	they	are	called	are	not	ADA	certified.	An	
ESA	can	be	any	animal,	and	are	not	guaranteed	access	to	all	public	spaces.	These	are	the	animals	that	have	become	
controversial	because	airlines	have	allowed	them	on	planes	and	they	
haven’t	always	behaved.

Therapy	animals	are	likewise	not	ADA	qualified.	These	animals	have	
been	trained	to	enter	a	new	space,	like	a	nursing	home	or	school,	and	
mingle	with	the	people	bringing	comfort	and	joy.	They	are	not	trained	to	
help	a	specific	person.

Despite	his	continual	alertness,	sometimes	Ozzie	gets	refresher	training	
and	he	always	gets	a	small	treat	when	he	performs	properly.	He	also	
gets	regular	outings.	A	trip	to	Walmart,	for	example,	will	be	fun	because	
there	will	be	so	many	interesting	conversations.	“Why	are	you	allowed	
in	here?’	or	“How	can	I	get	a	dog?”	or	“I	fostered	a	service	dog.”	or	
“What	do	I	do	to	get	my	dog	into	a	training	program?”	

Ozzie’s	advice	to	
everyone	is	NEVER	
TOUCH	ME,	unless	
permitted,	or	try	to	
distract	me	if	I	am	
working.	While	state	
and	federal	laws	
differ,	Ozzie	always	
wears	his	vest	when	
working	but	not	all	
service	dogs	do.	By	law,	businesses	are	only	allowed	to	ask,	“Is	the	
animal	a	service	animal	required	because	of	a	disability?”	or	“What	
work	or	task	has	the	animal	been	trained	to	perform?”	And,	no,	his	
owner	does	not	have	to	pay	extra	for	him	to	go	to	the	theater	
or	fly	on	an	airplane.

Ozzie	brings	independence	to	his	owner;	freedom	to	do	
things	and	go	places	not	possible	otherwise.	Ozzie	is	the	
figurative	right	hand	man.	Plus	he	is	a	nice	companion.

A window seat is always best
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Mandy Munger - New Shop Teacher
Inspired	by	her	Pickford	high	school	shop	teacher,	Mandy	enjoyed	
hands-on	education.	Not	only	did	she	love	woodworking	at	school	
but	went	outside	of	her	high	school	to	become	a	certified	machinist	
from	the	Sault	Area	Career	Tech	Center.	She	graduated	in	2000.

Then	on	to	Central	Michigan	University	where	she	earned	a	
BS	in	education	with	a	major	in	industrial	arts	concentrating	in	
woodworking	and	a	minor	in	earth	science.	She	graduated	in	2004	
and	got	married.	Her	husband	got	a	job	in	Cheboygan	and	she	in	
Rogers	City.	They	built	their	family	in	Cheboygan.

Now	15	years	later,	she	has	had	the	chance	to	move	to	the	more	
convenient	Mackinaw	City	and	simultaneously	take	over	a	very	well	
respected	shop	program	in	a	well	respected	school.	It	has	been	a	very	
smooth	transition.	The	only	stress	has	been	the	gigantic	shoes	she	is	
trying	to	fill	with	the	departure	of	Scott	Mills.	She	and	her	husband	
have	been	friends	with	Scott	and	Heather	Mills	so	a	dialogue	has	
developed	over	the	years.	But	replacing	the	best	is	worrisome.

Most	notable	in	her	new	position	have	been	the	students	and	class	
size.	Mackinaw’s	students	are	so	respectful	and	have	a	great	work	
ethic.	Also	class	sizes	are	much	smaller.	

Mandy	is	
teaching	one	
class	of	7th	grade	
environmental	science	and	one	of	8th	grade	earth	science.	She	is	also	
teaching	one	class	of	Study	Skills,	a	class	that	teaches	students	strategies	
to	improve	their	academic	performance.	Monday	is	planning	for	the	
week;	Tuesday	is	reading	strategies;	Wednesday	is	homework	help;	

Bowls are popular. They start as layers that are glued 
together.

Carla Blake’s bowl with have a dark band of 
walnut showing
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Thursday	is	math	strategies;	and	Friday	is	for	work	on	their	weakest	
area.	Students	who	don’t	need	help	can	work	on	homework	or	reading.

And	then	there	are	the	three	classes	of	woodshop.	This	is	the	first	of	
the	two	semester	course.	Students	learn	or	get	a	refresher	on	the	safe	
use	of	all	the	tools	and	use	that	knowledge	to	make	cutting	boards.	
With	this	simple	starting	project	she	can	evaluate	each	student’s	skill	
level.	Each	student	has	picked	their	year-long	project;	something	the	
students	want	to	do	and	Mandy	thinks,	based	on	her	skill	assessment,	
something	they	can	successfully	accomplish.	Next	is	to	draft	them	
out,	make	a	materials	estimate,	and	then	a	cost	estimate.	The	students	
must	pay	for	their	supplies	so	they	have	to	work	out	a	payment	system.	
They	are	starting	to	construct	their	projects	and	will	complete	them	in	
second	semester.

Her	goal	is	to	continue	the	high	level	of	craftsmanship	that	Mackinaw	
is	known	for.	She	would	love	if	her	students	continue	to	earn	statewide	
awards	but	she	knows	it	is	more	important	for	them	to	learn	skills	for	
life.	This	includes	woodworking	skills,	like	precision	measuring	or	
carpentry,	but	also	life	skills	like	dealing	with	setbacks,	coping	with	
change,	and	producing	work	they	are	proud	of.

Larissa Huffman’s finished bowl was completed in five 
class sessions

Kal O’Brien is making a dining table with legs that have one curved side, which will 
take a lot of hand sanding
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Average deer harvested per 10 hunters in 2018

The	DNR	says	deer	numbers	are	up	in	our	part	of	the	state.

•	 Southern	Lower	Peninsula:	“Deer	numbers	appear	to	be	similar	or	higher	than	last	year,	and	there	seems	to	be	
excellent	fawn	production.	...	Deer,	including	bucks,	are	abundant	in	many	areas.”	Harvest	of	crops	will	undoubtedly	
be	late	this	year,	“which	may	have	a	direct	impact	on	deer	harvest.”

•	 Northern	Lower	Peninsula:	Deer	populations	“continue	to	increase	across	much	of	the	region.	...	Nutrition	has	been	
good	leading	to	healthy	deer	body	conditions	and	good	numbers	of	bucks.”

•	 Upper	Peninsula:	“Deer	numbers	appear	similar	to	last	year.	...	With	overall	deer	numbers	being	low	in	the	U.P.,	buck	
sightings	have	been	limited.	Those	that	have	been	observed	look	very	healthy	and	antler	development	appears	average	
for	the	region.”

Deer Harvest for 2018

According	to	Crain’s	Detroit	Business,	“Enbridge	placed	two	support	vessels	on	the	water	last	week	to	monitor	ships	
navigating	the	straits	and	identify	any	in	distress,	Monaco	[Enbridge	CEO	Al	Monaco]	and	spokesman	Ryan	Duffy	said	
at	the	event.	It	is	also	moving	forward	with	implementing	Vesper	Marine's	Guardian:protect	system,	which	allows	it	to	
monitor	and	alert	other	ships	in	the	straits	when	they	are	near	Line	5.	Enbridge	is	also	funding	installation	within	the	next	
month	of	high-resolution	cameras	to	constantly	monitor	ship	traffic.”

Source: https://www.crainsdetroit.com/environment/enbridge-moves-forward-risk-mitigation-measures-amid-tunnel-project-prep-
litigation

Enbridge Deployed Safety Gear
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Developing the Tahquamenon Falls (view soon for color)
By THERESA NEAL, Michigan Department of Natural Resources (edited for space)

Prior	to	becoming	the	premier	attraction	at	Michigan’s	second-largest	state	park,	the	Upper	Tahquamenon	Falls	was	
known	only	to	locals.	Native	Americans,	missionaries	and	fur	traders	were	the	only	people	to	witness	the	200-foot-wide,	
tannin-stained	Tahquamenon	River	tumble	over	a	50-foot	sandstone	ledge	north	of	Newberry.

Henry	Wadsworth	Longfellow	took	creative	license	in	describing	the	origin	of	the	amber	color	of	the	river	in	his	famous	
1855	poem	“The	Song	of	Hiawatha.”	According	to	Longfellow,	the	mighty	Gitche	Manito	called	a	great	peace	conference	
somewhere	in	the	territory	that	is	now	northwestern	Luce	County.	Warriors	from	tribes	of	the	whole	country	met	and	
listened	to	Gitche	Manito,	as	he	pled	with	them	to	forget	tribal	quarrels,	throw	away	their	war	hatchets	and	wash	in	the	
clear	water,	he	said.	The	warriors	leapt	into	the	river,	washed	the	war	paint	from	their	faces	so	that	the	stream	was	colored	
orange,	brown,	black	and	blue	–	and	the	river	runs	with	these	colors	to	this	day.

Michigan’s	famed	state	geologist	Douglass	Houghton	canoed	up	the	Tahquamenon	River	to	the	Upper	Falls	in	1840.	He	
noted	signs	of	native	life	along	the	river,	including	well-worn	portage	trails	and	a	large	clearing	near	the	Lower	Falls	
likely	used	for	farming.	Houghton	wrote	in	his	journal,	“the	route	bears	evidence	of	being	frequently	traversed	…	for	the	
portage	path	is	deeply	worn	and	there	are	remains	of	Indian	lodges	at	both	ends.	The	Indians	residing	upon	the	banks	of	
the	Tequoimenon	formerly	numbered	vastly	more	than	at	the	present	day.”

Survey	work	of	the	great	swamp	of	the	Tahquamenon	began	that	same	year.	William	Austin	Burt	and	his	crew	traversed	
the	area	throughout	two	summers,	marking	the	township	and	range	lines.	Clouds	of	mosquitoes	swarmed	the	men,	who	
resorted	to	covering	their	skin	with	a	mixture	of	pulverized	charcoal	and	grease.	This	difficult	work	laid	the	foundation	for	
the	upcoming	logging	operations	that	would	continue	for	the	next	half-century.

Early	timbering	operations	relied	on	hearty	lumberjacks,	swinging	axes,	crosscut	saws,	teams	of	oxen	and	ice	roads	to	
haul	the	logs	to	the	edge	of	the	Tahquamenon	River.	Once	the	snow	began	to	melt	and	the	river	swelled,	logs	were	slid	
into	the	water	and	floated	toward	the	sawmill	at	Emerson	–	a	small	town	situated	near	the	current	state	park’s	Rivermouth	
boat	launch,	located	5	miles	south	of	Paradise.	Of	several	small	communities	–	such	as	Deer	Park,	Shelldrake	and	
Dollarville	–	developed	around	sawmills	and	lumbering	operations	in	the	Tahquamenon	River	area,	Emerson	was	most	
notable.	Emerson	consisted	of	30	houses,	a	company	store,	post	office,	boarding	house,	blacksmith	shop	and	school.	
Emerson	was	isolated;	all	supplies	came	in	via	boat	once	every	two	weeks.	The	milling	and	lumbering	at	Emerson	stopped	
in	1912,	with	future	economic	livelihoods	there	shifted	to	commercial	fishing.

It	wasn’t	until	a	group	of	six	men	successfully	snowshoed	to	the	Upper	Falls	in	1929,	and	published	photographs	with	
their	story,	that	Tahquamenon	became	better	known.	The	Escanaba	Daily	Press	in	1929	reported	“The	photographs	of	the	
upper	and	lower	falls	being	the	first	newspaper	pictures	to	be	taken	of	the	falls	in	wintertime.”	These	images	paved	the	
way	for	public	involvement	to	begin	acquiring	land	around	the	Tahquamenon	River.

Newspaper	articles	from	1935	showed	an	interest	by	local	community	leaders	to	set	aside	land	for	a	state	park.	These	
small	locales	sought	to	prosper	from	the	beauty	of	the	Tahquamenon	Falls	and	tourism	as	the	next	economic	boost.
and	development	of	a	state	park	that	would	be	the	key	attraction.

In	1936,	2,200	acres	around	and	including	the	Upper	and	Lower	falls,	owned	by	the	Cleveland	Cliffs	Iron	Co.,	was	put	up	
for	sale.	The	State	of	Michigan	did	not	have	the	funds	to	purchase	the	land,	so	the	U.S.	Forest	Service	agreed	to	
buy	it	for	$198,000.	Other	lands	were	acquired	through	gifts,	tax	delinquency	and	exchanges.	In	January	1947,	
the	Michigan	State	Parks	Commission	officially	dedicated	17,000	acres	as	Tahquamenon	Falls	State	Park.
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Yellow Perch in the News
Yellow	perch	seems	to	be	disappearing	from	Lake	Michigan.	It	is	a	problem	that	was	noticed	in	the	1980s.	By	the	1990s	
regulations	on	commercial	fishing	were	tightened.	The	Wisconsin	DNR	has	been	monitoring	the	trend	and	they	report	that	
sample	netting	of	spawning	fish	in	1997	produced	14,474	fish	and	in	2018	only	eight.	Their	annual	graded	assessment	of	
first	year	young	fish	shows	the	same	pattern.

Why	the	decline?	Aquatic	invasives	have	hit	the	perch	hard.	Alewives	and	lamprey	hurt	the	population	but	more	recently	
zebra	and	quagga	mussels	have	eaten	up	the	food	supply	of	plankton.	Larval	perch,	the	tiny	babies	that	have	just	
consumed	their	yolk	sack	float	around	the	lake	looking	for	food.	Today	the	vast	majority	starve.

A	set	of	tie-barred	bills	in	the	Michigan	House	(HB	4567	-	4569)	says	“A	person	shall	not	take	any	of	the	species	of	fish	
know	as	perch	with	gill	nets,	pound	nets,	trap	nets,	seines,	setlines,	or	set	hooks,	or	any	other	device	except	a	hook	and	
line.”	In	other	words,	commercial	fishermen	would	no	longer	be	able	to	catch	perch,	only	recreational	fishermen.	Thirteen	
commercial	fishing	licenses	for	perch	are	currently	issued	in	Michigan.	The	bills,	of	course,	has	caused	controversy.	The	
bills	moved	forward	this	week.

*Recreational	fishing	in	Michigan	is	valued	
at	$2.3	billion,	commercial	fishing	at	$5	
million.

Source:	https://www.mlive.com/news/
saginaw-bay-city/2019/10/bill-to-ban-
catching-perch-for-profit-has-saginaw-bay-
fishing-company-worried.html

Four stages of larval perch
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PHISHING
Phishing attacks use email or malicious websites to infect your machine with malware and viruses in order to collect 
personal and financial information. Cybercriminals attempt to lure users to click on a link or open an attachment that infects 
their computers, creating vulnerability to attacks. Phishing emails may appear to come from a real financial institution, 
e-commerce site, government agency, or any other service, business, or individual. The email may also request personal 
information such as account numbers, passwords, or Social Security numbers. When users respond with the information or 
click on a link, attackers use it to access users’ accounts.

HOW CRIMINALS LURE YOU IN
The following messages from the Federal Trade Commission’s OnGuardOnline are examples of what attackers may email or 
text when phishing for sensitive information:

• “We suspect an unauthorized transaction on your account. To ensure that your account is not compromised, please click 
the link below, and confirm your identity.”

• “During our regular verification of accounts, we couldn’t verify your information. Please click here to update and verify your 
information.”

• “Our records indicate that your account was overcharged. You must call us within 7 days to receive your refund.”

• To see examples of actual phishing emails, and steps to take if you believe you received a phishing email, please visit “

SIMPLE TIPS TO SECURE IT.
• Play hard to get with strangers. Links in email and online posts are often the way cybercriminals compromise your 

computer. If you’re unsure who an email is from—even if the details appear accurate—do not respond, and do not click on 
any links or attachments found in that email. Be cautious of generic greetings such as “Hello Bank Customer,” as these are 
often signs of phishing attempts. If you are concerned about the legitimacy of an email, call the company directly. 

• Think before you act. Be wary of communications that implore you to act immediately. Many phishing emails attempt 
to create a sense of urgency, causing the recipient to fear their account or information is in jeopardy. If you receive a 
suspicious email that appears to be from someone you know, reach out to that person directly on a separate secure 
platform. If the email comes from an organization but still looks “phishy,” reach out to them via customer service to verify 
the communication.

• Protect your personal information. If people contacting you have key details from your life—your job title, multiple email 
addresses, full name, and more that you may have published online somewhere—they can attempt a direct spear-phishing 
attack on you. Cyber criminals can also use social engineering with these details to try to manipulate you into skipping 
normal security protocols.

For more information about connecting with confidence 
visit: https://niccs.us-cert.gov/national-cybersecurity-
awareness-month-2019
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