
   Events in Mackinaw City 

September 2 Monday

Labor Day Bridge Walk
Plan a post-walk rendezvous spot with family and friends
September 3 Tuesday
•	 School	starts	at	noon

September 6 Friday
•	 Antique	Tractor	Bridge	Crossing,	8:30	am

September 7 Saturday
•	 Beer	and	Wine	Fest,	1pm	-	9	pm,	$

September 7 - 8 Sunday
•	 Softball	Tournament,	by	school

September 9 Monday
•	 Talk	on	indigenous	foods	research,	library,	7	pm

September 14 Saturday
•	 Truck	Parade	of	Lights,	downtown	Mackinaw	City,	8	pm

September 14 - 15 Saturday - Sunday
•	 Michilimackinac	at	Work:	Labor	and	Trades	at	Colonial	Michilimackinac,	9	am	-	7	pm

September 15
•	 Bliss	Memorial	Church	service,	corner	of	Pleasantview	Road	and	Sturgeon	Bay	Trail,	2	pm

September 25
•	 Seed saving talk, library, 6 pm

Colonial	Michilimackinac	opens	at	noon	on	Labor	Day
to	accommodate	Bridge	Walk

other	Historic	Park	sites	open	as	normal

University of Alaska puts the best chance for northern 
lights as Saturday the 1st and Sunday the 2nd
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In	memory	of	Donald	Thompson,	a	young	man	who	was	in	a	fatal	motorcycle	accident	in	the	summer	of	1984,	the	Greater	
Mackinaw	City	Chamber	of	Commerce,	in	cooperation	with	the	Village	of	Mackinaw	City,	will	host	the	thirty-sixth	
annual	“Coachie	Classic”	co-ed	Donald	Thompson	Softball	Tournament	on	September	7th	and	8th,	2019.	This	is	the	first	
year	the	Chamber	will	host	the	event,	and	they	are	modifying	the	name	as	a	tribute	to	Dave	Paquet	“Coachie”	who	has	
dedicated	so	much	time	and	energy	to	making	the	event	successful	over	the	years.	Watch	for	details	on	the	Chamber	web	
site.	https://www.mackinawchamber.com

Join	Dr.	Martin	Reinhardt	and	Tina	Moses	for	an	important	presentation	and	
discussion	about	Indigenous	foods.	Martin	is	the	principal	investigator	of	both	
the	Decolonizing	Diet	Project	and	a	subsequent	study	called	Indigenous	Foods	
TEKnology	in	the	Great	Lakes	Region.	He	and	Tina	will	share	their	experiences	with	
both	studies	and	plans	for	next	steps.

Dr.	Martin	Reinhardt	and	Tina	Moses	are	Anishinaabe	Ojibway	citizens	of	the	Sault	
Ste.	Marie	Tribe	of	Chippewa	Indians.	Dr.	Reinhardt	is	a	professor	of	Native	American	
Studies	at	Northern	Michigan	University,	and	serves	as	the	president	of	the	Michigan	
Indian	Education	Council.

Mrs.	Moses	is	a	co-owner	and	manager	of	Reinhardt	&	Associates.	They	are	part	of	
the	band	Waawiyeyaa	(The	Circle),	for	which	Mrs.	Moses	is	the	manager	and	Dr.	
Reinhardt	acts	as	lead	singer	and	songwriter.

Their	current	research	focuses	on	revitalizing	relationships	between	humans	
and	Indigenous	plants	and	animals	of	the	Great	Lakes	Region.	They	have	two	
daughters,	Nim	and	Daabii,	and	they	reside	in	Marquette,	Michigan.	

Spirit Food - talk on Indigenous Foods
Monday,	September	9,	library,	7	pm

Martin Reinhardt collecting cranberries

Tina Moses collecting rice

Donald Thompson Softball Tournament   Pre-Christmas in Chicago - Easy Trip with Arts Council
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It’s	hard	to	believe	that	Labor	Day	weekend	is	right	around	the	corner!!!	We	hope	you've	had	a	wonderful	summer!	
	
The	Mackinaw	City	Area	Arts	Council	Board	is	sponsoring	a	group	tour	to	Chicago,	December	5-7,	2019,	and	are	
enthusiastically	inviting	YOU	to	attend.	The	"Christmastime	in	Chicago"	trip	will	include	stops	at	the	One	of	A	Kind	
Holiday	Show	at	the	Merchandise	Mart,	the	traditional	Christkindlmarket,	the	Chicago	Art	Institute,	and	other	exciting	
adventures.	

The	event	includes	round	trip	transportation,	tickets	to	all	events,	two	nights	at	a	downtown	hotel,	and	three	breakfasts	for	
$450.	(Double	occupancy.	Lunch	and	dinners	are	on	your	own.)
	
If	you	have	any	questions,	please	contact	Linda	Orlow,	Board	President,	Mackinaw	City	Area	Arts	Council	at	(231)	838-
4484.	If	you	would	like	to	register,	please	send	your	check	with	contact	information	to:
MCAAC,	P.O.	Box	113,	Mackinaw	City,	MI	49701
	
The	deadline	to	register	is	October	21st.	Please	join	us!	It	will	be	a	memorable	occasion!!!

  Pre-Christmas in Chicago - Easy Trip with Arts Council

Christkindlmarket - an outdoor German-style market of unique Christmas giftspage	2 page	3September 1, 2019
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Movie Unplanned
Sunday,	September	1,	Mackinaw	City	Bible	Church,	6	pm

The	Mackinaw	City	Bible	
Church	will	be	showing	
the	movie	"Unplanned"	on	
Sunday	night,	September	
1,	at	6	pm..	The	two-hour	
movie	is	based	on	the	life	
of	Abby	Johnson,	a	former	
director	of	a	Planned	
Parenthood	clinic	in	Texas,	
who	became	a	pro-life	
supporter.	Because	this	
movie	deals	with	abortion,	
it	has	been	rated	R,	and	is	
not	appropriate	for	viewers	
under	the	age	of	16.
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Bridge Authority prepares for Bridge Walk
Planning	for	the	Bridge	Walk	by	the	Mackinac	Bridge	Authority	starts	months	in	advance,	says	executive	director	Kim	
Nowack.	Coordinated	planning	includes	working	with	the	state’s	graphic	department	to	design	and	print	the	certificates,	
posters,	and	banners;	working	with	Little	Bear	to	coordinate	transportation	to	and	from	the	bridge;	working	with	law	
enforcement	to	aid	in	security	needs,	and	working	with	MDOT	on	advertising	the	bridge	closure.	Two	months	ago	MDOT	
started	to	displayed	the	closure	announcement	on	weekends	on	their	big	roadway	electronic	boards	and	for	the	last	few	
weeks	the	closure	has	been	displayed	continuously.	Portable	message	boards	will	be	put	up	right	around	the	event.	Port-a-
johns,	around	100,	and	light	towers	needed	to	be	rented	and	placed.

In	addition	to	the	security	team	meetings,	the	bridge	staff	has	been	meeting	almost	weekly	to	plan	how	all	100+	bridge	
employees	will	be	distributed	on	Labor	Day	–	what	each	person	will	be	doing,	where,	and	when.

The	list	of	tasks	seems	non-ending.	There	will	be	a	crew	to	staff	the	U-turns	on	the	bridge,	to	staff	camera	security,	escort	
the	media,	staff	the	towers,	direct	parking	at	Bridge	View	Park,	manage	crowd	control	at	both	the	north	and	south	entry	
points,	hand	out	certificates,	clean	bathrooms,	aid	with	auto	traffic,	deliver	lunches,	and	talk	to	walkers.	There	are	a	lot	of	
weird	duties	as	well,	such	as	the	wagon	master,	the	person	who	tells	people	they	cannot	bring	a	wagon	or	pets	onto	the	
bridge	and	then	offers	to	loan	them	a	stroller	if	they	have	small	children.	(Of	course	service	animals	are	allowed.)	One	
person	is	in	charge	of	each	of	the	above	crews.	That	person	is	responsible	for	decisions	in	those	work	areas.

Early	on	the	morning	of	the	Bridge	Walk,	starting	at	3	am,	some	of	the	bridge	crew	begins	working.	At	6:30	am	they	begin	
putting	mats	on	the	expansion	joints	for	the	safety	of	pedestrians,	removing	the	barrier	wall	on	the	Mackinaw	City	side,	
and	staging	equipment.

When	asked	about	the	biggest	problem	of	the	event,	Nowack	quickly	responded,	“the	weather.”	NOAA	provides	a	
weather	report	to	the	bridge	staff	specifically	designed	for	the	day	and	conditions	on	the	bridge.	In	addition	they	send	a	
meteorologist	who	spends	the	day	at	the	bridge	monitoring	the	weather.

What	is	the	most	fun	part?	Again	without	hesitation,	“talking	to	the	people.”	Formerly	Nowack	spent	the	walk	period	at	
the	middle	of	the	bridge	talking	to	people,	helping	people	find	lost	friends,	and	monitoring	the	motion	of	the	bridge.	This	
year,	as	the	executive	director,	she	will	not	have	that	pleasure.	She	is	looking	forward	to	a	new	opportunity,	walking	with	
the	MBA	Board	members	and	other	dignitaries.

Also	new	this	year	will	be	more	
motion	sensors,	having	been	added	
last	week,	that	will	hopefully	provide	
useful	and	interesting	information	on	
the	bridge	stresses	during	the	walk.

At	10	am	the	locations	of	the	U-turns	
start	to	move	towards	the	ends	of	the	
bridge.	Following	directly	behind	the	
last	walkers,	staff	will	pick	up	the	
safety	mats,	and	any	stragglers.	As	the	
last	person	steps	off	the	bridge	it	will	
be	ready	for	auto	traffic.

Nowack’s	hope	for	the	day	are:
		More	participants
		The	U-turn	works	as	well	as	last	year
		Everyone	has	a	good	time Ropes have been weaved along the worker walkway at the 

side of the bridge for bridge walk
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Maxine Bell with a 185 pound sturgeon captured by Bells Fishery in 1956
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The fingerlings being released were about palm size

Rearing, Researching, and Releasing Sturgeon
This	year’s	crop	of	hatchery-born	sturgeon	were	
released	last	weekend	into	their	first	wild	home,	
Black	Lake	or	Mullett	Lake.	The	DNR,	Michigan	
State	University,	and	the	non-profit	group	Sturgeon	
for	Tomorrow	coordinate	to	generate	new	
fingerlings	to	stock	these	two	lakes,	lakes	that	were	
originally	breeding	grounds	for	the	fish.	The	DNR	
provides	the	facility	near	the	dam	on	Black	Lake.	
MSU	provides	researchers	who	are	making	genomic	
observations	and	veterinarians	who	monitor	
diseases,	while	Sturgeon	for	Tomorrow	provides	
funding	for	the	food	and	supplies	needed	to	rear	the	
fingerlings.

Each	spring,	in	April	or	May,	a	research	team	wades	
into	the	Black	River	to	start	the	annual	assessment	
of	the	population	during	spawning	season.	Data	
collected	on	each	captured	fish	includes	its	length,	
weight,	girth,	sex,	a	fin	clip	for	genetics,	and	then	
sperm	and	roe	are	collected	for	the	rearing	tanks.	
About	200	fish	are	handled	annually,	about	90%	of	
which	have	already	been	tagged.

The	gametes	and	captured	larval	fish	are	taken	back	
to	the	hatchery	for	rearing.	Connie	Warner,	my	
guide,	explained	that	an	assortment	of	experiments	
is	conducted	on	the	growing	fish	including	research	
on	predators	and	food	selection.	In	early	August	
each	of	the	hundreds	of	surviving	fingerlings	is	weighed,	tagged	with	a	PIT*,	and	a	genetic	sample	is	taken.	The	resulting	
database	is	used	to	follow	parental	genetic	lines,	fish	growth,	and	breeding	cycles.	About	75%	of	the	hatchery	reared	fish	
survive	the	first	year.

By	drastically	limiting	fishing	and	
constantly	added	fingerlings,	the	sturgeon	
stock	of	Black	Lake	has	risen	from	500	to	
1,500	in	the	20	years	of	work	by	Sturgeon	
for	Tomorrow.	Male	sturgeon	will	breed	
every	couple	of	years	starting	at	about	
12	years	old.	Females	don’t	breed	until	
about	25	years	old	and	then	only	every	
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Water is constantly recycled from the Black River through the tanks so 
the fish are well adapted for their new home outside of the hatchery. 
Here the fish are being netted to be put in tanks to be carried to the wild.

three	or	four	years.	The	females	are	long-lived,	growing	
potentially	to	300	pounds	and	150	years	old.

Today’s	biggest	threats	to	the	bottom-eating	fish	are	
habitat	reduction,	mostly	because	of	dam	construction,	
illegal	fishing,	wounds	from	spears,	leeches,	and	a	virus.	
As	fingerlings	they	are	prey	to	the	invasive	rusty	crayfish.	
The	slow	moving	sturgeon	are	only	protected	by	their	
spiny	armored	plates	called	scutes.	These	are	sharp	when	
the	fish	are	young.	As	the	fish	grow	larger	the	scutes	are	
less	of	a	defense	as	they	dull,	but	size	wins	and	ultimately	
the	sturgeon	eat	the	rusty	crayfish.

Frank Ettawageshik performed a Blessing of the Fish 
and here Brenda Archambo presents him with a gift.

The	earliest	Europeans	in	Michigan	found	sturgeon	abundant	like	
the	passenger	pigeon.	They	were	even	considered	a	nuisance.	So	
abundant	in	the	Detroit	River,	they	were	collected,	stacked	high	in	
piles,	and	according	to	Connie,	used	as	fuel	in	steamboats	when	
wood	was	scarce.	The	fish	is	quite	oily.	Simultaneously,	
their	culinary	value	as	meat	and	for	caviar	caused	over	
fishing.	River	damning	limited	their	access	to	spawning	
grounds.	All	combined	the	sturgeon	was	driven	to	
threatened	status	and	being	saved	now	by	these	extensive	
efforts.

*The PIT tag is an electronic tag measuring 12 
mm long by 2.1 mm in diameter. It can be coded 
with one of 35 billion unique codes. The tag can 
be automatically detected and decoded in situ, 
eliminating the need to sacrifice, anesthetize, handle, 
or restrain fish during data retrieval.
Source: Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission
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Citizens National Bank Named to Crain’s Detroit Top 100 Cool Places to Work
Citizens	National	Bank’s	Leadership	Team	prioritized	the	importance	of	becoming	a	business	which	attracts	quality	
employees	as	part	of	the	bank’s	overall	mission	statement.	By	all	indicators	the	changes	being	made	are	positive	for	
our	employees	as	the	bank	was	awarded	the	Best	Place	to	Work	in	Cheboygan	County	2019	by	the	Cheboygan Daily 
Tribune’s	Best	Of	awards	program	and	more	recently	named	as	one	of	the	2019	Cool	Places	to	Work	in	Michigan,	ranking	
40th	out	of	100.

“We	understand	the	link	between	happy	employees	and	happy	customers	is	unmistakable,”	says	Citizens.

Calling All Photographers!!
The	Travel	Planner	is	the	Chamber	of	Commerce’s	premier	publication	to	market	Mackinaw	City-	it	should	have	the	best	
image	out	there	on	the	front	cover!	That’s	a	lot	of	pressure	the	Chamber	would	like	to	pass	off	to	you,	the	people	who	are	
out	there	living	in	and	loving	our	community.	Once	again	the	Chamber	of	Commerce	will	host	the	annual	Travel	Planner	
Photo	Contest.	Here	are	the	details	of	this	fun	competition.
The	deadline	for	submission	is	November	1,	2019.	Complete	the	entry	form	and	waiver	(for	the	photographer	to	
complete):	https://form.jotform.com/81684112435151	and	the	waiver	(for	people	in	the	photo	to	sign):	https://form.
jotform.com/81684228535160	Then	submit	the	photo	via	email	to	jamie@mackinawchamber.com	Questions:	(231)	436-
5574.	

There	are	40,000	Planers	printed	and	distributed	statewide.	Grand	Prize	-	Bragging	Rights!	Photo	Credit	listed	on	inside	
cover!

It was a windy wild week, even if this storm did not produce 
any rain in Mackinaw City. Photo by Angie Timan
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Village Hall News

Sewer repair funding

The	Finance	committee	met	to	decide	on	a	plan	to	fund	the	needed	sanitary	sewer	plant	upgrades.	Both	water	and	sewer	
upgrades	have	been	identified	in	earlier	research	done	under	a	SAW	grant.	The	village	was	encouraged	to	apply	for	
funding	grants	from	the	USDA	Rural	Development	Fund.	These	grants	are	offered	with	USDA	being	the	lender	of	last	
resort	-	meaning	there	are	no	other	funding	options.

The	water	department	qualified	for	a	$5.4	million	USDA	loan	at	2-1/8%	interest	paid	back	over	40	years.	The	sewer	fund	
has	sufficient	money	to	qualify	for	a	bank	loan	and	thus	the	USDA	turned	down	the	request	for	a	last	resort	loan.

Since	it	would	be	inefficient	to	do	the	water	repairs	and	then	later	dig	up	the	streets	again	to	do	the	sewer	repairs,	three	
options	to	pay	for	the	sewer	work	concurrent	with	the	water	repairs	were	discussed	at	the	committee	meeting.

Option #1	–	Get	a	bank	loan	or	possibly	sell	bonds.	The	project	will	cost	$1.45	million.	The	village	will	put	down	
$300,000	and	borrow	the	remainder,	$1.15	million.	Citizen’s	National	Bank	has	requested	to	be	considered	as	the	lender.	
It	is	expected	that	the	loan	would	cost	4.25%	with	a	10-year	payback.	(Notice	that	bank	or	bond	funding	carries	a	much	
higher	interest	rate	than	USDA	loans.)	This	approach	would	allow	the	water	and	sewer	work	to	be	done	in	2020	and	2021,	
simultaneously.	The	streets	would	be	torn	up	for	two	years.

Option #2	–	Perform	the	work	as	the	village	generates	sufficient	funding,	no	loan.	The	project	could	probably	be	phased	
over	the	next	seven	years,	based	on	the	cash	flow	of	the	sewer	fund.	The	water	and	sewer	work	would	not	be	coordinated	
and	the	streets	would	be	opened	for	water	repairs	over	the	next	two	years	but	for	sewer	repairs	over	seven	years.

Option #3	–	The	village	could	qualify	for	a	USDA	loan	if	they	expand	the	project	from	$1.45	to	$3.5	million.	This	would	
require	finding	another	$2	million	worth	of	projects.	At	this	time	those	projects	aren’t	justified.	But	this	would	qualify	the	
village	for	the	much	reduced	interest	rate	on	the	loan.

The	committee	discussed	the	options	and	reviewed	the	work	needed	which	includes:
•	 Lake	Street	Sewer	replacement	-	$150,000
•	 DuJaunay	Pump	Station	replacement	-	$300,000
•	 Water	plant	improvements	-	$450,000
•	 Sanitary	sewer	and	manhole	rehab	$530,000

The	DuJaunay	pump	station	replacement	is	needed	as	soon	as	possible.	The	pump	has	been	repaired	repeatedly	over	the	
past	few	years	and	the	work	is	very	difficult	in	winter	when	the	snow	and	wind	are	blowing	off	the	lake.	That	pump	serves	
the	Holiday	Inn	Express,	Darrow’s	and	the	homes	and	businesses	west.

The	sewer	budget	can	handle	the	$144,000	loan	payments	that	Option	#1	would	require.	However,	water	and	sewer	rates	
are	being	contested	in	court	at	this	time.	A	question	was	asked	about	making	loan	payments	if	the	village	loses	in	court.	
Legal	advice	is	to	proceed	with	planning	assuming	the	village	wins	the	court	case.	With	Option	#1	the	sewer	fund	would	
have	an	annual	net	cash	flow	of	$61,000	to	use	to	pay	for	unexpected	problems	at	the	sewer	plant	plus	there	would	be	an	
emergency	fund	of	$300,000.

The	committee	voted	to	recommend	Option	#1	–	borrow	the	money	–	to	the	council.	Staff	will	request	other	
banks	to	bid	on	the	loan.	Staff	has	also	asked	the	village	financial	advisor	about	bond	funding,	which	would	
have	higher	initial	set	up	costs	but	likely	lower	interest	rates.
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Recreation Center
The	massage	salon	at	the	Recreation	Center	is	open	and	appears	to	have	customers.	They	have	paid	the	village	their	rent.

The	beauty	salon,	however,	has	not	been	able	to	open	because	of	dramatic	improvements	needed	to	conform	to	code	
requirements.	The	space	requires	heating,	air	exchange,	and	electrical	upgrades	amounting	to	$11,566.	The	village	has	
already	paid	$4,000	for	a	plumbing	upgrade.	The	majority	of	the	additional	cost	is	$8,700	for	the	heating/	air	exchange	
system.	Although	the	committee	members	indicated	their	interest	in	keeping	this	business	in	town,	the	payback	for	this	
investment	is	not	there.	The	salon	rent	would	only	be	$550	per	month.	The	committee	recommended	that	the	village	not	
make	these	repairs	but	offer	the	salon	owner	the	option	of	paying	for	them.

This	discussion	brought	up	the	need	for	a	development	plan,	a	vision,	for	the	Rec	Center.	DNR	grants	paid	for	the	building	
of	our	and	other	hockey	rinks	across	the	state.	Now	that	hockey	
is	waning,	Mackinaw	must	not	be	the	only	community	struggling	
to	find	a	viable	use	for	the	rink.	An	audience	member	suggested	
contacting	the	DNR	to	see	what	other	communities	are	doing	
and	how	the	DNR	is	interpreting	the	restrictions	on	the	use	of	the	
facility.	

Jeff	Hingston,	in	the	audience,	again	suggested	creating	a	Parks	
and	Recreation	Board	of	community	members.	Such	a	board	could	
have	researched	the	needs	of	a	salon	before	a	lease	agreement	
was	drafted.	Such	a	board	could	create	a	bigger	plan	for	the	Rec	
Center	and	the	other	parks	in	town.	Jeff	suggested	that	the	village	
should	welcome	such	volunteer	help,	not	rebuff	it.	He	offered	a	
copy	of	a	document	that	would	create	such	a	board.	The	committee	
recommended	the	village	attorney	look	at	the	document.

Ironworkers
When	the	ironworkers	set	up	this	year	for	their	festival,	they	
discovered	that	the	electricity	needed	for	their	campers	was	not	
working.	On	quick	notice	they	hired	an	electrician	who	discovered	
damage	to	the	direct	buried	cable	between	the	well	house	and	the	
bathroom	building.	Any	number	of	things	could	have	caused	the	
damage.	The	ironworkers	paid	to	have	the	line	excavated	and	buried	
in	conduit	while	adding	2	–	50	amp	240	volt	circuits	to	the	woods	
behind	the	pavilion.	They	asked	the	village	to	pay	half	of	the	cost	
of	the	work	in	the	amount	of	$1,042.	Since	many	groups	use	these	
facilities	and	this	electricity,	and	since	it	runs	on	village	property,	
the	committee	recommended	paying	for	half	of	the	repairs.	Twelve	
bricks	to	the	Ironworkers	Walk	of	Fame	were	sold	this	year	and	the	
fund	has	the	money.

The east tower of the bridge 
has now been painted with the 
intermediate coat and ready for the 
top coat. Then Seaway will move to 
the west leg.
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Conkling Park
The	Parks	committee	met	to	discuss	Conkling	Park	in	response	to	complaints	at	the	last	council	meeting	by	Mike	Fornes,	
speaking	for	Music	in	Mackinaw.	The	committee	once	again	discussed	how	to	control	the	geese.	Numerous	techniques	
have	been	tried	including	pepper	spray,	dog	silhouettes,	a	fence,	laser	beams,	and	others.	None	have	worked.	Apparently	
statewide	the	goose	population	has	been	on	the	rise	since	1981	and	the	DNR	recognizes	it	as	a	problem.	Dog	handlers	
have	proven	effective	in	Ohio.	The	feces	can	be	swept	up,	but	how	often	and	where	would	the	village	get	the	manpower?	
The	Rendezvous	folks	did	sweep	up	the	park	before	they	camped	there	a	few	weeks	ago.	It	is	possible	for	the	village	to	
designate	the	parks	as	a	hunting	region	during	goose	season,	but	since	that	occurs	in	September	and	October,	it	doesn’t	
really	help	with	the	summer	abundance,	especially	since	many	of	the	fall	geese	are	just	migrating	through.	One	report	
said	that	what	is	really	needed	is	control	of	the	nesting	areas,	if	they	can	be	found.	The	DNR	has	a	winter	class	on	goose	
control	and	the	committee	suggested	investigating	it	and	possibly	sending	Chris	West	to	the	class.

Village	staff	had	not	heard	that	the	bell	tower	in	the	park	was	still	leaking	nor	that	the	sign	lock	was	broken.	Things	can’t	
be	fixed	if	they	don’t	know	they	are	
broken.	Village	staff	had	put	tar	on	the	
bell	tower.	If	that	does	not	work	then	the	
cedar	shingles	will	have	to	be	removed,	
the	underlying	problem	repaired,	new	
shingles	installed	and	stained	to	match	–	
an	expensive	proposition.	Staff	will	try	
to	identify	the	problem	and	if	it	requires	
this	extensive	work	it	will	be	built	into	
next	year’s	budget.

The	changeable	letter	board	sign	in	the	
park	needs	to	be	replaced.	That	also	will	
have	to	go	into	the	budget.

Who	can	reserve	the	park?	It	is	council	
policy	to	offer	it	on	a	first	come,	first	
served	basis.	The	park	is	under	the	
control	of	the	DNR	and	the	DNR	grants	
specify	that	priority	can’t	be	given	to	
any	group.	So	Music	in	Mackinaw	can’t	
be	given	priority.	However,	village	staff	
does	give	Music	in	Mackinaw	a	heads-
up	when	a	conflict	might	occur	to	allow	
the	potential	users	to	work	out	a	joint	
use.	Conflicts	are	extremely	rare	and	the	
committee	decided	to	do	nothing.

Funding
The	limitation	on	each	of	these	topics	is	the	availability	of	money.	Councilman	Ranville	pointed	out	how	important	
Mackinaw	City	is	to	the	state	and	its	tourism	industry.	But	800	local	residents	are	forced	to	pay	for	the	infrastructure	of	
4,000	people.	The	town	needs	to	find	more	ways	to	get	money.	The	state	should	help.	The	committee	agreed.

Rip rap is being installed along the Lake Huron shore. The Great Lakes Coastal Resiliency 
Study undertaken by eight Great Lakes states, the Army Corps, NOAA, USGS, FEMA and 
EPA are looking at ways to improve resilience on the Great Lakes shoreline. https://www.glc.
org/wp-content/uploads/GLC-Board-GLCRS-Outreach-Fact-Sheet-21Aug17.pdf

M
ar

yA
nn

 M
oo

re

page	10 page	11September 1, 2019

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



Lyme disease vaccine for humans

There	are	several	different	vaccines	against	Lyme	disease	used	to	protect	dogs,	why	isn’t	there	at	lease	one	for	humans?

In	the	1990s	a	vaccine	called	LYMErix	was	introduced	but	there	was	little	demand	and	there	were	some	lawsuits	over	
possible	side	effects,	so	it	was	pulled	off	the	market	in	2002.	Researchers	backed	away.	Now	two	decades	later,	with	the	
growing	spread	of	Lyme	disease,	researchers	are	again	at	work.	

Keeping	ticks	off	your	body	is	hard	enough	for	adults,	but	a	recent	report	says	that	only	1	in	5	kids	with	Lyme	disease	
remembers	a	tick	bite.	Four	in	five	don’t	remember	a	bite.	The	vaccines	under	development	would	be	good	for	children	
down	to	5-years-old.

The	vaccine	works	on	the	fact	that	the	disease	is	carried	in	the	stomach	of	the	tick.	When	the	tick	starts	sucking	human	
blood,	the	bacteria	migrates	out	of	the	mouth	parts	of	the	tick	and	into	the	human.	If	the	human	can	be	induced,	by	a	
vaccine,	to	produce	antibodies,	these	antibodies	would	quickly	be	transmitted	to	the	tick’s	stomach	with	the	ingested	
blood	and	in	the	stomach	the	antibodies	would	kill	the	bacteria.	The	bacteria	would	never	get	to	the	human.	Two	new	
vaccines	are	in	the	research	state	but	are	three	to	five	years	away	from	clinical	trials.	In	the	meantime,	the	CDC	estimates	
that	300,000	people	per	year	get	Lyme	disease	in	the	U.S.	and	it	costs	the	health	care	system	$1.3	billion	per	year.

Being	optimistic	that	a	vaccine	is	near	and	will	be	widely	accepted,	researchers	note	that	the	result	could	be	that	people	
may	be	less	careful	about	tick	bites,	and	some	other	tick-borne	diseases	may	increase.

Source: STAT, August 23, 2019 by Brittany Flaherty
Getty image of the Lyme bacteria
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A	long-term	trend	of	declining	visitors	to	historic	sites	
bottomed	out	during	the	recession	and	is	now	showing	
an	upswing,	although	2019	might	not	be	quite	as	good	as	
2018	according	to	the	web	site	Humanities	Indicators.	

“In	2017,	28%	of	American	adults	reported	visiting	
a	historic	site	in	the	previous	year.	This	represented	
an	increase	of	4.4	percentage	points	from	2012,	but	a	
decrease	of	8.9	percentage	points	from	1982.	The	bulk	of	
the	decline	in	visitation	occurred	from	2002	to	2008.	

While	visitation	rates	are	converging	among	the	age	
cohorts,	the	differences	by	level	of	educational	attainment	
are	still	pronounced.	The	visitation	rate	among	college	
graduates	was	more	than	twice	the	rate	among	those	with	
a	high	school	diploma

Increased visitation to historic sites

MPSC urges utility customers to be vigilant against fraud
LANSING,	Mich.	–	The	Michigan	Public	Service	Commission	reminds	utility	customers	to	be	vigilant	against	scams	
including	those	in	which	impostors	demand	you	make	false	utility	bill	payments	immediately	by	prepaid	credit	cards.

Utility	companies	never	call	customers	with	scare	tactics	such	as	demanding	immediate	payment	to	keep	services	from	
being	shut	off	in	a	matter	of	hours.

It’s	important	that	customers	be	mindful	to	whom	they	are	providing	their	account	numbers	or	personal	information	such	
as	name,	address,	date	of	birth	or	Social	Security	number.	If	you	suspect	that	the	call	may	be	fraudulent,	you	should	hang	
up	and	call	your	utility	right	away	at	the	phone	number	on	your	most	recent	bill	and	ask	to	speak	with	a	customer	service	
representative.

Utility	companies	also	do	not:
•	 Endorse	or	require	a	prepaid	debit	card	or	gift	card	for	payments;
•	 	Collect	payment	at	customers’	homes	or	businesses;
•	 	Or	ask	for	Social	Security	numbers,	bank	account	or	credit	card	information	by	phone.
•	 In	addition,	utility	companies	do	not	use	coercive	tactics	to	try	to	get	into	your	home.	They	require	employees	or	

contractors	to	always	wear	a	company	identification	badge	that	the	employees	will	be	glad	to	show	if	asked.

If	you’ve	mistakenly	provided	bank	account	information	to	someone	you	suspect	might	have	been	an	impostor,	
call	your	bank	and	local	police	department.	You	can	also	file	a	complaint	with	the	Attorney	General’s	Consumer	
Protection	Division	at	www.michigan.gov/ag	and	the	Federal	Trade	Commission	at	877-382-4357.
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The	DDA’s	wayfinding	signs	were	installed	this	week.	The	signs	are	anchored	with	these	huge	blocks	of	concrete.

Climate warming greater in the north
The	Great	Lakes	Echo	reports,	“The	area	around	Traverse	City	and	
Sleeping	Bear	Dunes	National	Lakeshore	has	already	warmed	two	
degrees	Celsius	since	preindustrial	times,	double	that	in	most	of	the	
rest	of	the	country,	according	to	The	Washington	Post’s	analysis	
of	NOAA,	NASA	and	other	temperature	records,	dating	back	to	
1895.”	They	note	that	the	higher	the	latitude	the	faster	the	warming	
because	snow	cover	reflects	light	and	keeps	the	climate	cool.	As	
soon	as	there	is	a	shorter	snow	cover	season	the	area	warms	faster.

Source:	http://greatlakesecho.org/2019/08/26/michigans-sleeping-
bear-gets-hot-wake-up-call/

Scientists are looking for the meteor 
that streaked through the Chicago 
night sky in Feb. 2017 with this 
gizmo made of 72 magnets, several 
Go-Pros, and LED lights. The idea 
is that the magnets will pick up the 
meteor because theoretically it is 
rich in iron.

The message is that science does 
not have to be expensive.

Wayfinding installed
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Mackinaw History

I was able to find records for six passenger ships out of Hamburg, Germany in October 1856. They 
were the W. B. Travis, Gem of the Ocean, Johanna Elsie, Champion, Deutschland, and Rudolph. 
There was no mention of the John (Johan) Herman. 
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A typical ticket to New York

Many	years	ago	Bob	Heilman	and	I	worked	on	his	family	history.	He	gave	me	diaries	and	asked	me	to	publish	them.	It	is	
not	until	now	that	I	had	a	way	to	do	that.	So	I	will	run	a	series	of	letters.	The	first	set	were	written	in	1937	by	Frederick	
August	Heilman,	son	of	George	Heilman	(Hellman).	George	was	Charlie	and	Robert’s	great-great-grandfather.	Here	are	
the	first	three	letters,	the	start	of	the	Heilman	adventure	in	1856.	

Letter #1
Once	upon	a	time	about	a	hundred	years	ago	in	European	Prussia	(now	part	of	the	German	Reich)	a	young	cabinet	maker	
having	finished	learning	his	trade	and	a	young	working	girl	being	a	farm	maid	became	acquainted,	and	fell	in	love	with	
each	other	and	so	after	a	while	decided	to	marry.	And	like	all	sensible	young	people	began	to	forecast	their	chances	for	
their	future	lives	and	then	decided	and	agreed	to	begin	to	save	all	they	could	with	the	intention	of	coming	to	America.	
They	could	easily	think	about	how	long	that	would	take	in	ordinary	normal	times	but	they	could	not	guess	the	hand	fate	
would	play	in	their	game.	Many	things	they	had	not	thought	of	were	to	happen.	Before	their	desire	was	realized	they	were	
almost	alone.	He,	George,	was	an	only	son,	his	parents	both	being	dead,	and	she,	her	mother	a	widow,	her	father	killed	in	
a	stone	quarry	when	she	was	a	young	girl.	Her	mother	was	a	tailoress	and	made	a	living	at	her	work	of	sewing.	They	[the	
young	couple]	married	and	began	their	career	together,	hopefully,	cheerfully,	and	so	they	worked	and	looked	forward	to	
the	time	when	it	should	be	possible	to	emigrate,	but	it	was	slow	work.	Wages	were	low,	then	at	the	end	of	a	year	a	baby	
boy	came,	then	a	war	was	imminent	with	Austria	so	the	Government	would	not	give	a	passport.	Then	another	baby,	a	
girl	this	time,	then	during	the	next	year	both	children	died	with	scarlet	fever,	but	they	never	lost	sight	of	their	goal.	Then	
another	boy	was	born	and	then	they	bought	a	small	tavern	with	their	savings	and	wonder	of	all	things	sold	it	for	a	price	
that	would	finance	the	trip,	and	so	we	leave	them	happy	and	planning	their	trip	to	the	new	world.	Think	of	that	loving	
tender	hearted	mother	as	I	remember	her	as	she	prepares	to	leave	her	homeland,	her	own	mother,	her	recently	buried	
children,	everything,	to	go	with	her	husband	to	a	new	unknown	country	across	two	thousand	miles	of	ocean	where	she	has	
no	hope	of	ever	seeing	any	person	she	has	ever	known	before.

(1856 was the start of a mass immigration from Germany and Ireland. In the next 35 years more than 8 million people would arrive at 
the same New York entry as the Heilmans)

Letter #2
Sometime	in	the	month	of	August,	1856,	in	
the	City	of	Hamburg	there	arrived	Mr.	George	
Heilman	and	his	wife	Caroline	Heilman	and	their	
small	son	Henry,	who	had	just	learned	to	walk,	
and	sought	out	the	company’s	office	to	register	
for	passage	to	New	York,	North	America.	The	
ship,	John Herman	by	name,	was	to	sail	next	
forenoon	at	ten	o’clock	and	lay	at	anchor	out	there	
in	the	harbor	and	when	all	the	arrangements	had	
been	attended	to,	our	friends	were	free	to	stroll	
about	and	see	what	there	was	to	see,	and	truly	
for	these	people	who	had	never	been	very	far	
from	home	and	certainly	not	in	a	seaport	town,	it	
was	wonderful.	The	harbor	of	course	drew	their	
attention	first.	There	seemed	to	be	
hundreds	of	ships	all	with	masts	and	

Heilman
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Henry Heilman late in life

New York Harbor 1855 Fitz Hugh Lane, Museum of Fine Art, Boston

endless	rigging	all	pointing	upward,	and	
as	they	stood	looking	at	them	a	ship’s	boat	
was	rowed	ashore	and	some	people	were	
getting	in.	One	of	the	boats	crew	asked	
them	if	they	wanted	to	go,	where	to,	asked	
George,	to	the	John Herman	which	sails	
tomorrow	for	N.Y.	No,	not	until	tomorrow	
morning.

All	right	said	the	sailor	be	here	early,	and	
they	rowed	away,	and	as	they	looked,	the	
wife	said	to	her	husband	why	do	those	large	
ships	seem	to	be	tipped	sideways,	see	their	
masts	slanting	away.	So	they	asked	some	
sailors	and	received	this	answer.	Tide’s	out,	
lying	on	bottom,	when	tide	comes	in	they	
will	float	all	right.	So	after	finding	a	good	
place	for	the	night,	not	too	far	away	from	
the	dock,	they	decided	to	rest	this	last	night	
of	their	stay	on	their	native	shore,	the	wife	and	mother	thinking	of	the	mother	and	friends	left	behind	and	wondering	¬

Letter #3
It	was	a	beautiful	summer	morning	when	George	and	Caroline	Heilman	came	out	of	their	room	at	the	inn	and	looked	out	
across	the	bay.	Both	were	rather	quiet	and	sad,	suddenly	their	faces	brightened	and	Caroline	said,	“Oh	look	how	different	
everything	is.”	“Yes,”	said	George,	“I	hope	you	are	going	to	be	happy	about	it,	this	is	the	day	we	have	long	waited	for,	
our	sailing	day,	yes	and	everything	is	so	much	nicer	than	it	was,	the	water	seems	brighter	and	every	ship	and	boat	seems	
alive	and	dancing	as	if	anxious	to	go”,	and	so	it	was.	The	tide	was	in,	and	at	the	full,	and	soon	would	be	going	out	so	they	

went	down	to	the	dock	taking	little	Heinrich	and	their	hand	bags	with	
them,	the	large	sea	chest	and	a	smaller	one	having	been	taken	before.	
Along	with	others	they	were	rowed	out	to	the	ship	and	climbed	the	
rope	ladders	up	the	side	to	the	deck	of	the	ship	that	seemed	to	be	
straining	at	her	anchor	to	be	off	as	a	fresh	breeze	was	blowing	off	
shore	towards	the	new	land.	They	spent	most	of	the	time	the	first	day	
making	their	adjustment,	no	staterooms	but	just	bunks	in	an	emigrant	
ship	as	steerage	passengers	below	decks.	When	evening	came	and	
they	went	on	deck	they	were	on	their	way	out	and	soon	lost	sight	of	
land,	their	homeland,	perhaps,	or	rather	most	surely,	never	to	return.	It	
surely	took	courage	to	face	such	a	future	and	so	for	seven	weeks	they	
were	isolated	with	strangers	on	board	ship.	For	a	week	the	weather	
was	fine,	then	it	turned	sullen	and	contrary,	then	nearly	a	week	a	dead	
calm	day	and	night	sails	just	slapping,	so	the	sailors	went	fishing.	
As	they	began	to	catch	them	and	as	there	was	lots	of	tackle,	fishing	
became	general	and	everybody	had	lots	of	fish	to	eat.	Then	a	storm	all	
afternoon	and	all	night,	it	raged	when	every	minute	seemed	the	last	
but	by	morning	it	had	blown	itself	out	and	as	my	father	said,	“God	
only	knew	where	we	were	but	somehow	our	captain	found	
out	and	struck	a	new	course,	and	somehow	he	got	it	right,	
and	with	fair	wind	the	ship	John Herman	began	to	approach	
America.

I will continue printing this diary for the 
next several weeks.
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Looking inside the stores
As	a	local	I	forget	to	actually	look	at	the	activities	inside	the	stores.	So	I	started	to	take	a	few	pictures.

At Marshall’s Fudge toffee was being coated with chocolate with this 
machine that circulated a ribbon of chocolate. Then sprinkles were 
added.

At Teysen’s Gift Shop the employees were all smiles.

How many inventory items does Coffman’s carry?
Mama Mia’s history, tied 
to the bridge workers, is 
celebrated out front
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Logos keep evolving - do you remember?

Census Bureau reports homeowners far wealthier than renters
Homeowner’s	median	net	worth	is	80X	larger	than	renters’.	What	accounts	for	the	difference?	Home	equity	and	
retirements	accounts.	(Net	worth	is	the	value	of	the	assets	you	own	minus	the	debts	you	owe.	)	

For	unmarried	folks	in	mid-life	(ages	35-54),	women	only	have	a	net	worth	of	40%	of	the	men’s.	The	difference	
disappears	in	the	next	10	years.

Northern Lights Viewing Saturday and Sunday , 1st and 2nd
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