
Sept. 17 Constitution Day
Sept. 22-29 Trails Week in Michigan, 
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   Events in Mackinaw City 

September 15 Sunday
•	 Bliss Memorial Church service, corner of Pleasantview Road and Sturgeon Bay Trail, 2 pm
•	 Small game hunting starts

September 25 Wednesday
•	 Seed saving talk, library, 6 pm

September 28 Saturday
•	 Civil War reenactors in Negaunee, 9:30 am - 4 pm

October 2 Wednesday
•	 Musicians and potential musicians meet, library, 7 pm

October 4 - 5 Friday, Saturday
•	 Fort Fright, Colonial Michilimackinac, 6:30 - 9:30 pm
•	 Great Pumpkin Hunt- completed card due Sun. 4 pm at Great Lakes Lighthouse Keepers
•	 Start of Fall Shopper’s Festival

October 5 Saturday
•	 Glo Run, Trailhead, 9 pm
•	 Cider and Donuts, Marina lawn, 2 - 4 pm, free
•	 Fall Harvest, McGulpin Point, 11 am, $

October 9 Wednesday
•	 The birds and fungi, talk by Marilyn Smith, Cheboygan library, 6 pm

October 12 Saturday - Fall into Mackinaw (times according to their facebook page)
•	 Monster Mash Street Bash, Central Ave., 11 am - 10 pm
•	 Marketplace, big tent, 11 am - 5 pm
•	 The Big Dog Eating contest, 3 - 3:30 pm
•	 Creepy Critter Parade, Old School Park to downtown, 12:45 pm
•	 Weenie Roast, 11 am - 4 pm
•	 Bounce House and petting zoo, 2 - 6 pm
•	 Fudge Prowl, 11 am - 7 pm
•	 Live Music, 11 - 2 pm, 4 - 7 pm
•	 Street Dance, 7 - 10 pm
Friday	fireworks	are	possible



Leaf and Brush Pick-Up
October 14 - November 13
Place leaves at the curb.
Place brush in a separate pile at the curb with cut ends toward the street

Mackinaw Comet Athletic Season Passes available
Season Passes can be bought for:
$20 for Volleyball
$12 for JH Basketball
$25 for Boys Basketball
$25 for Girls Basketball

 
When    Event    Competitor   Where
Monday Sept. 16      4 pm Boys Varsity Cross Country EUPC Conference Meet #1  Away Unknown location

                                 4 pm Girls Varsity Cross Country EUPC Conference Meet #1  Away Unknown location 
 
                             5:30 pm Girls Middle Schl Basketball Wolverine High School  Home

                              5:30 pm Boys Middle Schl Basketball Wolverine High School  Home
 
Tuesday Sept. 17  5:30 pm Girls Junior Varsity Volleyball Wolverine High School  Home

                               5:30 pm Girls Varsity Volleyball Wolverine High School  Home
 
Wednesday Sept. 18  5 pm Boys Varsity Cross Country Northern Lakes Conf Jamboree #2 Away Unknown location 
 
                                  5 pm Girls Varsity Cross Country Northern Lakes Conf Jamboree #2 Away Unknown location
 
Thursday Sept. 19   4 pm Boys Varsity Cross Country St. Ignace Invitational  Away Unknown location 
 
                                4 pm Girls Varsity Cross Country St. Ignace Invitational  Away Unknown location 
 
                               5 pm Girls Junior Varsity Volleyball Northern Lakes JV Tri  Away  Unknown location

Friday Sept. 20      5 pm Girls Varsity Volleyball Northern Lakes Varsity Tri  Away Unknown locaton

The	final	copy	of	the	schedule	is	not	yet	available.		
Here is this week’s schedule. Check with the school for 
last minutes details.
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Harvesting Seeds Workshop 
    & Seed Swap 

Wednesday September 25 @ 6 p.m. Mackinaw Area Public Library invites you 
to an informal learning experience for all 
levels of gardener.   

You have a harvest of vegetables and 
fruit, now you want to save the seeds.  
Whatever your experience level there’s 
more to learn.  Larry Dyer will share 
techniques for saving your specific seeds. 
He will also go over good record keep-
ing and secure storage.  Swap and share 
extra seeds that you have. Our seed cata-
log is also open with new seeds. 

Bring with you: 

 Fruit or Vegetables you want to save the 
seeds from. 

 Your extra seeds to swap and share.   

Iron Ore and the Civil War in Negaunee
Saturday, September 28, Negaunee, 9:30 am - 4 pm

The Civil War and the role Michigan's iron resources played in preserving the Union come to life with Iron Ore and the 
Civil War, a free, family-friendly event at the Michigan Iron Industry Museum from 9:30 am to 4 pm Saturday, Sept. 28.

You’ll discover the lives of soldiers and civilians alike, as Battery D, First Michigan Light Artillery, of Jackson and others 
bring fun and engaging experiences:

•	 Visit a re-created Civil War campsite.
•	 Talk with costumed interpreters.
•	 See, hear, feel and smell Civil War cannons and other artillery.
•	 Dance to Civil War-era music.
•	 Watch a blacksmith shape iron into tools.
•	 Play popular 19th-century children’s games.
•	 Canon	firing	during	Civil	War	reenactment

The Michigan Iron Industry Museum is located at 73 Forge Road in 
Negaunee.

Leaf and Brush Pick-Up
October 14 - November 13
Place leaves at the curb.
Place brush in a separate pile at the curb with cut ends toward the street
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‘Music under the Harvest Moon’ at Headlands

Saturday, September 21, Headlands, 8 - 10 pm, $

Local musician Shawn-Dell Stenson will entertain visitors to the Headlands International Dark Sky Park Saturday, Sept. 
21, in celebration of the Harvest Moon. Stenson, queen of the Honky Tonk Society, will play from 8-10 p.m. under the 
covered patio at the Headlands Waterfront Event Center. Seating under the patio is limited and guests are welcome to 
bring their own chairs. If the weather does not cooperate, the concert will be held inside the event center.

Admission	is	$10	a	person.	Parking	is	limited	inside	the	park.	When	the	lot	fills	up,	vehicles	are	diverted	to	the	overflow	
lot across the street from the Headlands entrance so visitors should arrive prepared to walk the one-mile paved path into 
the event center. Weather-permitting, free guided observing will take place after dark until approximately midnight with 
the telescopes outside and staff astronomers on hand to help. 

For more information on this event, please call the program coordinator at (231) 340-1191. Follow the Headlands 
International Dark Sky Park Facebook page for updates, news, photos and more.

Hunting Season Begins
Hunters around Michigan are getting ready to head outdoors! Sunday, Sept. 15, marks the statewide start of 
hunting season for cottontail rabbit, snowshoe hare, ruffed grouse, fox, and gray squirrel. Woodcock season, 
also statewide, follows less than a week later on Sept. 21.

It is the time of year for advancement to the rank of Chief in the Coast Guard. 
Annually, the Coast Guard brings all those eligible for promotion in the region to the 
Mackinaw	for	a	big	event.	Air	Station	Traverse	City	did	a	few	fly-overs	this	week.	It	
was great and a nice salute. The Mackinaw has hosted this event for over six years.

Coast Guard Helicopter Display
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Come on out with Little Traverse Conservancy and Partners this Fall!
 
These events are offered at no charge, but pre-registration is requested by calling 231.347.0991 or online at www.landtrust.org 
(unless otherwise indicated).
 
HIKE THE ROUND ISLAND POINT NATURE PRESERVE
Saturday, September 21 / 10 - 11:30am
Round Island Point Nature Preserve, Chippewa County
Join	Bird’s	Eye	Outfitters	of	Sault	Ste.	Marie	and	LTC	for	a	morning	hike.	This	1,024-acre	preserve	includes	1.75	miles	of	
Lake Superior shoreline and 1.5 miles of rolling trail. Located roughly 30 minutes from the Sault. What a beautiful time of 
year to join us near our most northern Great Lake!
 
OUTDOOR BOTANY CLASS: ASTERS!
Tuesday, September 24 / 5:30pm
Greenwood Nature Sanctuary, east of Wolverine
Join LTC staff members and plant enthusiasts, Derek Shiels and Brad Von Blon, on a tour of the Asteraceae Family. We will 
look for several goldenrods and asters to ID and photograph. We'll start with an outdoor classroom portion to learn about the 
key	characters	and	recognizable	forms	used	to	identify	taxa	in	the	family	and	then	set	out	on	a	walk	to	find	plants	and	practice	
using	keys	to	identify	them.	Registration	required	as	group	size	is	limited	to	12	participants.	Please	call	for	specific	directions.	
Optional dinner for $5.
 
WARBLERS AND WATERFOWL ON THE NORTH HURON BIRDING TRAIL
Wednesday, September 25 / 8am - 11am
Hessel, Chippewa County
Join Hessel Schoolhouse, LTC, and MI Sea Grant Educator Elliot Nelson for a birding tour of some of the most spectacular 
sights along the North Huron Birding Trail. We will start at the McDonald’s in St. Ignace and from there we will target 
waterfowl such as Redhead, Scaup, Red-Necked Grebe, and Scoters. Then we will drive east to Hessel and visit nature 
preserves	and	other	sites	where	late	migrant	warblers	and	large	flocks	of	Bonaparte’s	gulls	can	be	expected.	We	will	finish	
at the Hessel Schoolhouse with the option to go for lunch afterwards. Please register by calling the Hessel Schoolhouse at 
906.484.1333.
 
FALL HIKE AT GREENWOOD FOUNDATION
Saturday, September 28 / 10am - Noon
Wolverine, Cheboygan County
The Greenwood Foundation is one of the largest privately-owned northern Michigan properties protected with a conservation 
easement. Join Conservancy staff as you hike the rolling trails around this diverse land - keeping your eyes and ears open for 
migratory	birds,	wild	turkeys	and	elk.	Registration	appreciated	and	please	call	for	specific	directions.	
 
MUSHROOMING WITH MARILYNN
Sunday, September 29 / 1 - 3pm
Seven Springs Nature Preserve, Indian River
Local mycologist Marilynn Smith will take us on a mushroom hike through autumn woods and share her vast knowledge of 
all things fungal. Program is weather dependent. Registration is required as group size is limited.
 
WOMEN IN THE WILD PART 4: FALL COLOR HIKE
Thursday, October 10 / 6 - 7:30pm
Woollam Family Nature Preserve, Good Hart
Join us for a gathering of like-minded women who enjoy hiking in the splendor of fall colors. This 1/2-mile hilly 
trail winds through the forested sand dunes to the shoreline. We will hope for a clear evening and nice sunset over 
Lake Michigan. You may choose to enjoy a picnic dinner on the beach on your own after the hike (don't forget your 
flashlight).	There	is	limited	parking	so	we	will	carpool	from	the	LTC	office,	leaving	at	5:30	sharp.
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      Is it really true nobody likes to get into a “jam”?

Wednesday, October 2, library, 7 pm, free

Well what about musicians? (…at least, into a musical jam, that is.) Wednesday, Oct. 2nd, there will be 
a meeting at 7pm in the Mackinaw City Library Community room to discuss what sorts of area musical 
activities the Mackinaw City Area Arts Council could help organize and present. There are probably lots of 
musical instruments (voices included) sitting in the back of closets or down in basements gathering dust that 
would like to have the chance to make a little “joyous noise” once again. Or maybe someone wants to just 
listen... or even learn a new instrument. This meeting will be an opportunity to discuss these options and 
hopefully show enough area interest to begin forming a local musical arts presence.

Three types of possible activities will be discussed, however other ideas could be put forward for discussion if there is 
enough interest.
•	 Open Mic: A gathering of musical artists where attendees present a limited number of solo (or rehearsed group) 

musical numbers for each other. Positive feedback and criticism would be encouraged.
•	 Jam Sessions: participants take turns calling songs to be played but all participants are invited to join in vocally and or 

instrumentally. Usually, a regular playlist evolves that all participants learn.
•	 Mountain Dulcimer Club: A lap dulcimer is one of the easiest and least expensive instruments to learn. It only has 

three strings and sits on the players lap or on a table. Popular for both youth group and adult group playing, this 
instrument will be demonstrated. Options for acquiring one will discussed as well.

This event will be facilitated by Dan House, a new Mackinaw City resident and new member (along with his wife Jackie) 
of the Arts Council. Dan is a life-long guitar player but also will tackle anything with strings that doesn’t involve a bow!

He is a past board member and past president of the Paint Creek Folklore Society and a former board member of the 
Michigan Fingerstyle Guitar Society. While retired in the Grayling area, Dan played in venues throughout northern MI, 
played for Munson Hospital Hospice patients, and formed a mountain dulcimer club at the Crawford County Council 
on Aging. Currently Dan is a co-host at the twice-monthly Boyne Celtic Sessions in Boyne City. Please plan to join us 
to discuss ways to include the musical arts in the Straits area. For individuals unable to attend the event, you may email 
comments, questions, or concerns to DHMCcommunitymusic@gmail.com.
There is no charge for this event.

Village Hall News
A request was made by the KOA to buy property from the village between the campground and the DNR trail.

Music in Mackinaw applied for use of Conkling Park for July 3, 4, 7, 10, 11, 14, 17, 21, 24, 25, 28 and August 4, 7, 8, 11, 
14,	15,	18,	21,	22,	25,	28,	29,	and	Sept.	1.	It	was	noted	that	there	is	a	conflict	with	a	wedding	on	July	11	and	a	potential	
partnership with the Rendezvous, who already reserved the date, on July 28th.

The e-team met to rebalance their priorities. They decided that the shortage of housing is being handled by 
other groups. They decided to focus on succession planning for business by inviting David Emmel, an expert 
on the subject. It was also noted that Enbridge staff are getting more involved, and helpful in community 
events. Headlands was also discussed. It was reported as being listed as one of the top 14 dark sky viewing 
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Changes in Plans for N. Huron Ave. Re-development Project Possible
The facilities committee met to move the N. Huron Ave. project forward with the news of a $4 million grant from the 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation that requires many park upgrades, including a pavilion and bathrooms at 
Old School Park. The total road project with park improvements would cost about $7 million. Many of the park upgrades 
required to get the grant are projects the council has discussed over the years but couldn’t afford. 

The council will consider the committee’s recommendations at this Thursday’s council meeting. All plans are still just 
plans	and	are	flexible.	The	main	recommendation	is	that	instead	of	either	an	all	boulevard	option	or	an	all	2-lane	option	
for the new road, that a combination would best serve the residents, businesses, and park visitors. The combination option 
would set the road as 2-lanes from the clock-intersection downtown north through Wawatam Park. Then, in the residential 
area, the boulevard would be maintained going north until the bend in the road near the Lieghio house, where the road 
would turn back into 2-lanes.

Section from clock to just past Wawatam Park - 2-lane
The	committee	recommends	this	section	of	road	be	2-lane.	This	is	based	on	two	needs.	First,	the	businesses	in	the	first	
block, the Dixie, the bakery, etc., receive deliveries on N. Huron. The 2-lane option will give cars a way to either pass the 
stopped delivery truck or allow the truck to pull into the parking lot out of the way. With the boulevard option, a stopped 
truck	would	stop	traffic	until	the	truck	leaves.	Next,	changes	to	Wawatam	Park	will	make	it	the	showcase	park	for	the	
village. The park will get new bathrooms with a pavilion, a play scape, a kayak launch, and upgrades to the beach. These 
extra attractions will draw more visitors and require more parking. From the perliminary drawings, the 2-lane option 
provides	a	parking	lot	with	37	spaces	versus	the	boulevard’s	on-street	21	spaces.	Therefore,	for	better	traffic	flow	and	more	
parking the 2-lane option was chosen.

The roadbeds will be 12 feet wide both directions under either option, giving a considerably narrower total 
roadway than currently exists.

2-Lane Option Boulevard 
Option
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The section north of Wawatam Park to Lieghio’s - boulevard
Again in this section of road there are 
two considerations. Both Williams Park 
and the church would get more nose-
in parking under the boulevard option, 
something both need. Williams Park will 
be made ADA accessible and possibly 
get a viewing platform on the north end. 
Maritime Park, and Campbell Park will 
also get upgrades. Neither road plan 
provides more parking for these two 
parks, something the committee members 
felt should be investigated. Going further 
up the road there are four houses with 
no driveways. Both plans show parallel 
parking on the street, but unlike today, 
the street will have curbs so the cars 
won’t be able to pull off as far. The 
boulevard option, with some adjusting of 
the placement of the road, could give the 
homeowners driveways.  Whether they 
would be long enough to park a car is 
unclear. Another possible change would 
be to not curb the grassy middle of the 
boulevard, but rather grade it to accept runoff, thus keeping the more open feel of the road and reducing the demands on 
the storm water system while reducing the cost of curbing.

Proceeding into the business section - 2-lane
Both plans provide the same amount of parking but the 2-lane road would be easier to plow and might cost less.

2-Lane Option

Boulevard 
Option

Party StoreParty Store

2-Lane Option Boulevard 
Option

Other
With	park	improvements,	the	project	will	cost	around	$7	million.	With	a	$4	million	grant	that	leaves	the	village	to	find	$3	
million. Part of it, maybe up to $1 million, might come from less curbing, and more use of 2-lane segments. This means 
the village needs donors, other grants, or they will have to take funds for many years from other roads that also need 
attention. In addition there are aesthetic considerations yet to be decided such as burying power lines, and the type and 
placement of street lights, etc.
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It is the start of the school year and all is well. Enrollment 
is at 155, enough students for group activities. The budget 
is healthy and the academics continue to be outstanding.

Summer work
Repairs over the summer included brick replacement on 
the exterior. The building, built in 1957, is 62 years old 
and after the replacement began it was discovered that 

time had taken a bigger toll than originally thought. Many 
anchors that held the brick facing to the interior had rusted 
away. The whole wall near the high school entrance had 
to be replaced bringing the project’s total use of bricks to 
fourteen hundred. The work is discontinued for this fall but 
will resume in the spring when it will be concluded.

The WiFi upgrade in the building, allowing everyone to be 
online simultaneously, is nearly complete.

To give the school a more friendly appearance, not so 
industrial looking, landscaping was added along the front. Yews and hydrangea bushes were added. A new blue spruce 
near the high school entry was donated by the Rogala family.

In honor of our school’s academic success it received a Golden Apple award in 2002. That award is now 
proudly displayed at the elementary (west) entrance.

School Update - Financial and Academic Excellence

Planting the blue spruce
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The high school entry wall was taken totally down and rebuilt
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Audit
Financially, the school had a net income (revenues minus expenses) of 
$256,040 this past school year. That puts the school’s savings at 11% 
of annual expenses. The state expects schools to keep that percentage 
in the 7 – 10% range. In June all schools have to create a budget for the 
upcoming year. Mackinaw’s budget forecast is for an additional net income 
of $417,000, putting the savings at 17%. The teacher salary contract, in 
its second year of a 4-year term, says that if savings go up then salaries 
go up. Our school, being an out-of-formula school, can have substantial income swings because the revenues are tied to 
non-residential property taxes. Because of this uncertainty, the school board feels that a target of 25-30% savings is ideal. 
“Vitality in the school system, and vitality in the staff wages are critical,” says Superintendent Jeff Curth.

Academics
Michigan has 587 school districts and Mackinaw City rates #41 from the top on SAT scores. Mackinaw is also the best 
among our neighboring districts. Here are the regional 2019 SAT scores in order:

Mackinaw City 1124
Glen Lake 1110
Elk Rapids 1094
Charlevoix 1088
Harbor Springs 1082
Traverse City West 1069
Traverse City Central 1063
Boyne City 1047
Gaylord 1042
Petoskey 1042
Cheboygan 999
STATE AVERAGE 984
Pellston 950
St. Ignace 946
Inland Lakes 917

A big concern statewide this year is with the progress of 3rd graders. A state law that goes into effect this year says that 
3rd	graders	who	do	not	score	“proficient”	or	better	on	a	state	test	should	be	held	back	a	year.	Statewide	only	45%	of	3rd	
graders passed the benchmark. But in Mackinaw 91% passed, twice the state success rate. The one student who did not 
achieve high enough on this one evaluation performed the very best on math. Therefore, this student will continue along 
with their classmates. The school credits all this academic success to great teachers, a safe friendly learning environment, 
and constantly upgraded curriculum. The school has installed new K-5 reading and science programs and is now looking 
at a new math curriculum.

Republican Party of Cheboygan County will meet September 16th at 6:30 pm in the 
Commissioner’s Room, Cheboygan County Bldg. Regular business meeting, speaker, refreshments. All are 
welcome. 

School continued
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Landmark burnt to ground
A	fire	at	the	Carp	Lake	Store	totally	destroyed	the	100-year-
old	building.	No	person	was	hurt,	but	dogs	died	in	the	fire.	The	
cause	of	the	fire	is	unknown.

Photo thanks to Ron Dye also Greg Teysen sent one

There is a gofundme for the Dreisler Family if you want to help.
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Mackinaw History
I put off the Heilman letters until next week since the paper was already too long. Below is a photo of the Carp Lake 
store over 100 years ago. Miles M. Hunt ran a shingle-mill in the town of Wheeling, one mile north of Carp Lake, before 
he opened the grocery store. The town of Carp Lake was founded in 1871 by Otave Terrian, originally from Quebec. He 
and his family had lived in Mackinaw City before being one of sevral founders of the Carp Lake community.
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MacPass Stickers Coming
macpass.mackinacbridge.org

If you have a MacPass card for the Mackinac Bridge you may already be aware that this week the new sticker system 
went into operation. Here is what I gleaned from the Mackinac Bridge website.

The sticker, which will go on the inside of the windshield just below the rear view mirror, will replace your card. The 
sticker will be scanned by an antenna in the canopy at the toll booth so you won’t have to swipe your card. However, the 
gate will still have to be activated, so you will need to slow down to get through. The sticker will be usable at any open 
lane or MacPass lane. If you have more than one car you can get multiple stickers linked to one account.

Another advantage of the new system is your online account. If you don’t have an account you can set one up at the 
MacPass web site (macpass.mackinacbridge.org). From this web site you will be able to request your sticker by entering 
information about your vehicle as soon as this part of the system is working. If you already have an account you are 
encouraged to log in to make sure everything is working properly.

Later this year an app for your phone will be available. With this app you will be able to monitor your account balance 
and apply funds. Deposits to the account are $50 minimum. You will still be able to add money to your account at the toll 
booth or the service center using cash or credit cards. Or you can have an automatic deposit to your account from your 
bank account.

To	get	a	sticker	you	will	need	to	file	a	request	(which	is	not	yet	working).	The	stickers	will	be	free	until	July	1,	2020;	
thereafter there will be a minimal charge. Your card must be replaced by December 31, 2020. After that it will be void.

Pick the Winners -
Help the Chamber Reward Community Service
The chamber wants to honor outstanding contributors to our community. 
But they need your help to nominate possible winners. There are four 
categories:

•	 Citizen of the Year - an individual recognized for exceptional 
contribution to the community

•	 Business of the Year - business recognized for exceptional 
contribution to the community

•	 Organization of the Year	-	model	non-profit,	active,	community	
focused

•	 Hospitality Leadership Award - an employer nominated 
employee

Take just a moment and think about who you think deserves a big thanks from the community and nominate them.

Dinner	tickets	and	raffle	tickets	can	be	ordered	in	person,	by	mail,	or	over	the	phone.	Call	the	Chamber	at	(231)436-5574	
for details. Nominations, however, can also be completed online at https://www.mackinawchamber.com/community-
excellence-awards-dinner/ 

Nominations are due by October 2nd.
Dinner Ticket $30.00/PERSON (buffet style featuring Prime Rib) 6 pm November 1, Audie’s
Raffle	Ticket	$100.00	each	(sold	separately)
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Monarch Butterfly tagging
This	fall	(2019)	Mackinac	Straits	Raptor	Watch	(MSRW)	is	conducting	preliminary	research,	tagging	monarch	butterflies	
migrating through the Mackinac Straits. Bert Ebbers (MSRW Board 
member) is heading the project and purchased the equipment and tags. Bert 
is investigating the habitat used by Monarchs on Point LaBarbe. As well as 
learning the techniques utilized in capturing and tagging monarchs, and the 
data to be collected. This project will lead to the determination of the habitat 
use, migration period and movement of monarchs through the Straits.

August	31,	the	first	day	of	the	project,	was	a	good	monarch	migration	day	at	
Point LaBarbe – we tagged 52 monarchs. This was a group effort, 5 people 
with nets (Bert, Steve Baker, Ed Pike, Jack Kirby, John and Mary Fix), 2 
people (Bert and Ed Pike) tagging. At least a 1,000 got away untouched. 
Monarchs	were	crossing	the	Straits	or	getting	ready	to	cross,	so	mostly	flying	
fast	with	migration	on	their	minds.	Only	a	few	stopped	to	feed	on	flowers	
which allowed easier capture.

Sept.	1	was	an	even	better	day;	the	experience	from	the	previous	day	allowed	
more monarchs to be captured and tagged. Large numbers of monarchs 
were in migration across Point LaBarbe. A total of 73 were tagged over a 
3.5	hour	period	in	the	morning.	The	first	half	of	the	morning	was	with	Bert	
conducting the capture and tagging alone, with help from 3 others (Ed Pike, 
John and Mary Fix) later in the morning.

We are planning to continue the tagging effort on several more weekends, 
depending on the weather and numbers of monarchs migrating.

(The migration has slowed considerably. The monarch migrations cycle 
involves four generations of monarch. When these reach Mexico they will produce the next generation which 
will	overwinter	in	Mexico.	That	generation,	and	the	subsequent	one	will	fly	north.	The	current	generation	is	the	
fourth,	the	fly-back	generation.).

Grand Hotel Sold To Private Equity Firm
The Musser family is selling 
the Grand Hotel after 86 years 
of being in the family.

The	private	equity	firm	KSL	
Capital Partners will purchase 
the hotel from Dan Musser III, 
his sister, Mimi Cunningham, 
and their mother, Amelia 
Musser.	Stewart	Woodfill	
bought the hotel in 1933. He 
sold the hotel to his nephew, 
Dan Musser Jr., in 1979. Mr. 
Musser III became president 
in 1989. Dan Musser III will 
remain Chariman during a transition period.
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Performing in Mackinaw City
You have seen this man hundreds of times, 
I am sure. Don’t recognize him? That is 
because when he is working he does not 
look like this. He puts on his makeup, 
his specialty garb, and stands outside, 
absolutely still, for up to nine hours a day. 
Now do you know who he is? Yes, he is 
the living statue in the Crossings.

Robert Shangle and his wife Rachel met 
with me to talk about his career and their 
life. In high school, in Sparta Michigan, he 
hated speech class and enjoyed running. 
He ran track and learned that he was very 
competitive and very much an introvert. 
Later he also learned he had attention 
deficit,	not	the	physically	hyperactive	
kind but the mentally hyperactive kind. 
He grew up, married his Sparta classmate, 
introverted Rachel and had three sons.

He also had a good career working for 
Wolverine Worldwide as a high level 
manager of over 400 people. He traveled 
a lot and missed out on the growing years 
of his sons. In the year 2000 he had had 
enough. The mentally draining job was 
not worth the loss of family life. During 
the last of those years he had developed 
a	hobby	that	satisfied	him.	The	B.O.B.,	
a nightlife venue in downtown Grand Rapids, hosted Halloween parties with prizes for best costumes in the $1,000 
to	$5,000	range..	Robert,	with	Rachel	at	the	sewing	machine,	entered	and	won	first	prize	eight	out	of	ten	years.	It	was	
relaxing, an outlet for an introvert, and fed his competitive spirit. He started looking forward to Halloween. He quit 
Wolverine	and	took	the	year	2001	off	to	find	a	new	path.

He	needed	a	job.	He	saw	that	if	he	could	win	a	contest	five	or	six	times	a	year	he	could	earn	a	living,	but	that	was	just	not	
possible at the time. He also learned that his taste buds and sense of smell were uniquely sensitive. Ask his wife how many 
times	they	have	to	change	seats	in	a	movie	theater	if	people	are	wearing	cologne,	or	the	floor	smells,	or	.	.	He	harnessed	
this	difference	and	became	a	Certified	Professional	Taster	working	for	a	coffee	manufacturer	tasting	coffee.	With	his	
natural ability and a great mentor, he enjoyed his new career working in a small organization of only 70 people. Weekends 
were free for costume competitions. 

He and Rachel were making more and more complex costumes. In 2004 he was working on an elaborate jack-in-the-box. 
With	Halloween	only	three	days	away	he	realized	he	was	not	going	to	finish	on	time,	and	he	was	certainly	not	going	to	
enter with a sub-par costume. What to do? He went to the business Theatricks in Grand Rapids and came out 
with bronze make-up. He went home, painted some clothes and ask Rachel, his reliable critic, her opinion. She 
said, “Have fun.” Translated that meant I don’t think it is very good, you are not going to win. He went, 
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stood still in the corner all night and won a trip to 
Hollywood for two. As was his tradition, he only 
used the costume once. He continued to make 
costumes and began handing out business cards.

In 2006 he and Rachel were headed to Minnesota for 
a tasting convention for his job and passed through 
Mackinaw City on the way. He considered, could he 
make a living here? It was two weeks before Labor 
Day and with encouragement from a clerk in the 
Crossings stopped to see Sara Grant, then manager of 
the Crossings. They agreed to a trial over Labor Day 
and both Robert and the Crossings would evaluate his 
success after the weekend. After the weekend, both 
agreed it was a success. He has been performing for 
all three major summer holidays since – Memorial 
Day, July 4th, and Labor Day. He retired from tasting 
in 2013.

Working in the Crossings lead to more exposure and 
more offers. He performed at ArtPrize and has been 
a	three	time	finalist	and	two	time	category	winner.	
He also learned about the World Living Statues 
Festival in the Netherlands. He applied and 
was the only American accepted, that was 
2009. In the U.S. he is an anomaly, with very 
few competitors. In Europe living statue 
performances, with university programs to This cartoon character, treboR, has been a big success. You may see 
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teach the participants, are considered a special vocation. He likened 
the performers to NFL stars. The Netherlands festival arranges a 
2-mile stage and 350,000 people walk by in a 4-hour exhibition. His 
style, all self-created, is quite different from the European. European 
living statues perform a skit, then freeze for a few moments, then 
continue on with the skit, freeze again and so on. They don’t stand 
still for hours like he does. Once exposed in Europe he has gotten 
invitations to other European festivals and fairs. He has also developed 
a more theatrical style for other markets. He has now performed in 
Romania and Hungary while turning down Ukraine. This past Labor 
Day he turned down Portugal. But other countries are asking and 
he will return to the Netherlands in October. When his wife retires 
they may take more foreign opportunities. Argentina and China are 
possible.

He has so many stories. In 2016 the Indianapolis Colts were dedicating 
a statue to Peyton Manning. They advertised the dedication for most 
of a year. Then when the time came the statue wasn’t ready. Someone 
involved was visiting Mackinaw, and walking through the Crossings 
dropped their card in his basket and said, call. He did and was hired 
as a stand-in for the real statue. They moved him around town and 
everyone had a grand time. The next year, even though the real statue 
had arrived, they asked him back. 

He also talked about the challenges. He was hired for a business 
convention. The kind of place where businesses try 
to lure customers to their booth and give out their 
business cards. But of course the cards end up on 
the	floor	two	booths	down.	Robert	thought	about	the	
problem and came up with a fortune teller costume. 
When people approached, he gave them a fortune on 
a card with the business details on the back. Nearly 
everyone pocketed those cards.

Why Mackinaw?
From a business perspective, Mackinaw City is 
perfect with a steady stream of visitors, many who 
have not seen him before. But he quickly learned 
that Mackinaw visitors did not want him to change personalities from year to year. If they returned to 
Mackinaw they wanted to come see him in exactly the same clothes in exactly the same location. They 
might, for example, take pictures of their children with him year after year and share those with him. 
So he has stayed with his bronze man statue. From a personal point of view, he likes it here. He has 
an apartment near downtown and he loves walking around after work, harkening back to his youthful 

interest in running. “I want to be here,” he said.

Why this business?
The	living	statue	business	is	perfect	for	him	with	his	attention	deficit.	Not	moving	is	easy.	But	his	mind	is	
free to spin constantly. He is reading faces, eavesdropping on conversations, and creating a reaction for each 
situation. It is a challenge. He plays with people who want to play. People that interact walk away happy, and 

The Colts shipped him an actual Peyton Manning uniform 
to use

Zuduni the fortune 
teller. He builds the 
sets himself.
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that makes him happy. Apparently the Crossings likes that too because happy 
visitors become better customers. (BTW he can pick out local residents, they 
act differently.) Of course, not every interaction is positive. He has had teens 
that bump and kick. Women that grope. Conversations he wishes he had not 
heard. But those are few. 

What does it take to get ready?
The bronze make-up is professional make-up manufactured by an American 
company. He will not buy from China, to protect his health. His clothes 
take	about	a	week	to	prepare.	They	are	first	soaked	in	primer,	then	painted	
with regular house paint. They get stiff and he slithers in and out. He has 
13 prepared shirts and three pants. He wears them then takes them home to 
Sparta for cleaning and repair. He must wear glasses and so he has had contact 
lenses made, 20 pairs, in a variety of colors – bronze, yellow, red, blue, etc. He 
picks the day’s pair based on his mood. This leads to another way he differs 
from Europeans. He has learned to control his blinking and to breathe very 
shallowly. Both of these are necessary to appear immobile. He can go several 
minutes without blinking, and only blinks when the person staring at him 
blinks, or when there is a loud noise that momentarily detracts the viewer. 
Europeans, instead, wear dark glasses or close their eyes.

What is the future?
He is 58 years old and hopes to be able to work in Mackinaw, or at least at 
this business, for maybe 15 more years. His three sons have each learned the 
business and will perform beside him when a pair of performers is requested. 
Labor Day weekend he had a chance to perform with his 8-year-old grandson. 
He hopes to be able to pass the profession along, whether to his family or 
someone else. 

You can follow him on facebook at LiveStatue or on his web site livestatue.com.

The above two photos 
are not paintings 
of him, rather he 
is performing as a 
painting.

Robert and his grandson
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When to give an opinion
If I learned that a resident across town was considering switching from a bathtub to a shower would I give my opinion, 
would I round up my neighbors and encourage a neighborhood vote on an opinion? Under what circumstances would I do 
this?
 1. I am a busybody with nothing better to do
 2. I think I am smarter that the tub owner
 3. A shower manufacturer took me to lunch and talked about the merits of showers
Or all of the above?

These were the thoughts going through my mind when I read that Michigan counties far from here, were voting to support 
the Enbridge tunnel idea. Why would they vote on such a thing? Incidentally, Cheboygan County did vote and voted in 
support of the tunnel. Neither Emmet nor Mackinac counties have taken such a vote.

“The	Michigan	Campaign	Finance	Network	(MCFN)	is	a	nonpartisan	nonprofit	organization	that	seeks	to	shine	the	
brightest light possible on the role of money in Michigan politics. MCFN started in 1996,” according to their web site. 
They issued the following report this week: 

“The County-By-County Push To Boost Line 5
County Commissioners And An Association That Represents 
Them Have Become Allies Of A Company That Owns A 
Controversial Oil Pipeline In The Straits Of Mackinac.
 
By CRAIG MAUGER
Michigan Campaign Finance Network

LANSING (Sept. 6, 2019) — Enbridge, the company that 
owns the Line 5 oil pipeline that runs beneath the Straits of 
Mackinac, was a top sponsor last month of a gathering of 
county	officials	from	across	Michigan.	In	the	weeks	before	
the event, the Michigan Association of Counties described 
Enbridge as a “partner” in putting on the association’s 
annual conference. At the conference, the company’s 
pipeline	became	part	of	the	proceedings.	County	officials	
voted to adopt a pro-Line 5 amendment to the Michigan 
Association of Counties’ policy platform. The amendment 
supported a much-debated proposal to construct a tunnel in 
order to keep the pipeline in the Straits.”

The entire report can be read at: http://mcfn.org/node/7351/
the-county-by-county-push-to-boost-line-5

Remember that coincidence does not mean causality.
Locally, the question has arisen: “How to deal with contributions from a controversial 
company?”  It is a morally interesting question.
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Our police officers ran for Special Olympics and were encouraged at Village Hall by manager Wyman. The four 
officers from left to right are: Ryan Szalai, Todd Woods, Nick McIntosh, and John House. Below they are with the 
Special Olympians they ran with and for. It was a fund raising event.

Worried about democracy?
I read a fascinating article about an academic paper discussing the future of democracy that was presented at the recent 
International Society of Political Psychologists meeting. It said, “And unlike democracy, which makes many demands, 
the populists make just one. They insist that people be loyal. Loyalty entails surrendering to the populist nationalist 
vision. But this is less a burden than an advantage. It’s easier to pledge allegiance to an authoritarian leader than to do the 
hard work of thinking for yourself demanded by democracy.” It concludes that we are biologically unsuited to sustain a 
democracy. It is too much work.

The entire thought-provoking  article is well worth reading and can be found at https://www.politico.com/magazine/
story/2019/09/08/shawn-rosenberg-democracy-228045

M
ac

ki
na

w
 C

ity
 P

ol
ic

e 
D

ep
t.

page 20September 15, 2019

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



Lobbyists in Michigan off to a Record Season

Chatfield speaks on gun rights
House	Speaker	Lee	Chatfield	(R-Levering)	said	this	week,	“Here	is	a	promise	you	can	take	to	the	bank:	as	long	as	I	am	
speaker of the House, there will be no bill that passes through our chamber that violates your God-given right 
to	self-defense	and	a	right	that	is	constitutionally	secure	to	keep	and	bear	arms,”	Mr.	Chatfield	said.	“And	I	
have one simple question for politicians in Washington and politicians in Lansing: What part of ‘shall not be 
infringed’ can you not get through your head?”
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