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   Events in Mackinaw City 

October 2 Wednesday
•	 Musicians and potential musicians meet, library, 7 pm

October 3 Thursday

Public Hearing on N. Huron Rd. project
7 pm, school

October 4 - 5 Friday, Saturday
•	 Fort Fright, Colonial Michilimackinac, 6:30 - 9:30 pm
•	 Great Pumpkin Hunt - completed card due Sun. by 4 pm at Great Lakes Lighthouse 

Keepers
•	 Start of Fall Shopper’s Festival
•	 On-man play at library, Friday at 5 pm, Saturday at 1 pm
•	 FIREWORKS FRIDAY

October 5 Saturday
•	 Glo Run, Trailhead, 9 pm

October 9 Wednesday
•	 The birds and fungi, talk by Marilyn Smith, Cheboygan library, 6 pm

October 11 Friday
•	 Flu shots St. Anthony’s, 1 - 2 pm, register ahead
•	 FIREWORKS FRIDAY

October 12 Saturday - Fall into Mackinaw 
•	 Monster Mash Street Bash, Central Ave., 11 am - 10 pm
•	 Marketplace, big tent, 11 am - 5 pm
•	 The Big Dog Eating contest, 3 - 3:30 pm
•	 Creepy Critter Parade, Old School Park to downtown, 12:45 pm
•	 Weenie Roast, 11 am - 4 pm
•	 Bounce House and petting zoo, 2 - 6 pm
•	 Fudge Prowl, 11 am - 7 pm
•	 Live Music, 11 - 2 pm, 4 - 7 pm
•	 Street Dance, 7 - 10 pm

October 14 - 19 Monday thru Saturday
•	 Win-Some Women
•	 Leaf Pick-Up begins
•	

October 19 Saturday
•	 Mystery Town Food Pantry Fund Raiser 4 - 7pm



Ca
n 

yo
u 

na
m

e 
th

is
 s

to
re

?

page 2September 29, 2019

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



A Tree on the Moon
A librarian numb with loss   

 A little boy called 

“… don’t go anywhere alone.  

We are not meant to be alone.”

Presenting a series of scenes depicting the relationship 
between a lonely librarian in a small Michigan town and 
a local boy whose broken family is among the working 
poor, this one hour play spans from 2006 to the present.

A New One-Man Play From Ray Goodwin 

Presented at Two Showtimes: 

Friday, 
October 4 
5:00 PM 

Saturday 
October 5 
1:00 PM 

Mackinaw Area Public Library 

528 W. Central Avenue 

Mackinaw City 

New drop box at the Wawatam Township building! 
For the convenience of Wawatam Twp. residents, a new drop box has been 
added just to the right of the front door. It is secure and it is permitted to be 
used for all tax and election purposes. This may come in handy for those 
absentee voters who need to drop off an application or ballot!

One-Man  Play  at Library
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Friday, Saturday, October 4-5, 6:30 - 9:30 pm
 
Be wary of werewolves and look out for lutins as you walk the lantern-lit path along the shore of Lake Michigan to 
Colonial Michilimackinac for Fort Fright the evenings of October 4 and 5.

From 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. (last admission at 8:30 p.m.) on Friday and Saturday, eighteenth-century French-Canadian 
folklore comes to life. Visitors must tread lightly on the path along the shoreline, because as the sun sets on the horizon, 
all	manner	of	monsters	take	over	the	fort	and	eagerly	await	your	arrival	inside.	There	are	campfires	glowing	in	the	night	
where a voyageur tells eerie tales and warns you of the terror that might await you, before you approach the guarded gates 
of Colonial Michilimackinac. You are now on your own to enter the wooden palisade, a frightening world of fun and 
phantoms wrapped into one.

As you venture inside the gate, British Redcoats of a different order patrol the wooden 
fort.	Look	closer	to	see	they’re	not	ordinary	soldiers,	but	skeletons	with	bony	fingers	
outstretched	beckoning	you	to	enter.	More	campfires	crackle	inside	the	fort,	but	there	
are friendly faces around these. French fur traders and voyageurs are telling more 
tales, singing songs played to traditional music of the 1700s, and visiting with guests. 
The	fires	offer	a	respite	from	the	mythical	creatures	that	prefer	other	places,	like	the	
upper stories of the wooden buildings where they throw open shutters and cackle, 
howl or prowl around the palisade.

“The majority of the activities at Fort Fright will be 
suitable for the entire family,” said Steve Brisson, 
Mackinac State Historic Parks deputy director. “But 
we’ll also have a number of interesting and scary 
activities designed to appeal to older children and 
adults.” A tour of the haunted rowhouse, a custom 
designed exhibit for this occasion, will not be easily 
forgotten.

In other wooden buildings within the fort and fur trading village, colonial ladies serve 
warm autumn treats like homemade cookies and toffee. Guests can learn about death and burial in the 1700s, and the 
various traditions and ceremonies for the dead from over 250 years ago in the church. In addition to creatures, colonial 
men and women with friendly faces roam the village, following the lantern-lit paths that wind throughout the fort, a 
unique nighttime atmosphere available only on these two nights.

New	for	Fort	Fright	in	2019,	the	Frolic	at	the	Commanding	Officer’s	House	offers	guests	an	exclusive	opportunity	to	
enjoy 18th century snacks, drinks, music, and spooky stories. Reminiscent of the lively parties hosted by merchants John 
and Archange Askin, or their good friend Captain Arent DePeyster and his wife Rebecca, the Frolic is an opportunity to 
experience	the	finer	aspects	of	Michilimackinac	society.	Each	20-minute	program	includes	historic	treats,	refreshments,	
and scary stories not available anywhere else at Fort Fright. A limited number of tickets are available each night on a 
first-come,	first	served	basis.	Tickets	will	be	available	for	$5	at	the	event	and	must	be	purchased	with	general	Fort	Fright	
admission.

Fort Fright isn’t meant to simply scare visitors. There’s an eerie but real background to the event, which stems from 
French-Canadian tales that were passed on from person-to-person as voyageurs and other people traveled. As such, there’s 
a	strong	history	of	oral	tradition	behind	Fort	Fright.	That	oral	history	is	shared	around	campfires	much	in	the	same	way	it	
was shared over two-and-a-half centuries ago.

Admission	to	Fort	Fright	is	$10	per	adult,	$6	children	ages	5-12,	and	free	for	children	4	and	under	and	
Mackinac Associates members (excluding Heritage Level). Tickets are available now online at www.
mackinacparks.com/fort-fright, or pre-purchase your family’s tickets beginning October 1 in the Colonial 
Michilimackinac Visitor’s Center. Call 231-436-4100 for more information.



“Enbridge has received a permit from the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to install 54 
steel supports along Line 5 in the Straits. 
We are beginning work immediately and 
have started the installation of a support at 
the	span	we	identified	to	be	measuring	more	
than 75 feet.
 
Enbridge’s ongoing work to inspect, 
maintain and modernize its transport 
system ensures that Line 5 remains in top 
condition – keeping the environment safe 
and securing energy delivery to Michigan 
and the Great Lakes region. Ongoing 
inspections of the system will continue to 
guide the need for any additional anchors.
 
Since 2002 we have installed 147 supports 
on Line 5, and they have performed well in 
enhancing the safety of the Line.
 
Enbridge believes that the tunnel project 
is the best long-term solution for Line 5 
moving forward. Placing the pipeline inside 
a tunnel, 100 feet below the lakebed, would 
eliminate any span issues, and the need for 
supports.

We expect that weather permitting, we will 
complete work on the span measuring more 
than 75 feet later this week.”

Press Release from 
Enbridge
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Prepare for Hunting Season
Any Mackinaw City resident can sight in their guns until November 14th at the 
police	firing	range.	The	range	will	be	closed	from	November	15th	-	30th	for	
the	firearm	deer	season.	If	a	resident	would	like	to	sight	in	their	gun,	all	they	
need to do is stop by city hall and Janelle will provide them with a list of range 
masters they can call. There has to be a range master if someone is going to be 
at the range.



New Theory of Obesity
Globally, obesity has tripled between 1975 and 2016. Indeed nearly everyone worries about their weight and has heard of 
various diet techniques. A summary of new research says:

•	 “Many nutrition scientists blame overeating fats or carbohydrates for the world’s obesity pandemic.
•	 In a controlled study that limited carbs there was no long-term weight loss.
•	 But new research points to “ultraprocessed” foods such as chicken nuggets and instant soup mixes that dominate 

modern diets as an obesity trigger.
•	 These foods seem to distort signals between the gut and brain that normally tell us we are full, so instead people 

overeat.”

Other research reports that to lose weight you must eat less.  Exercising more, while good for overall health, is unlikely to 
cause weight reduction.  It takes more exercise than most people care to undertake to have any effect on weight.

Source:	https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-new-theory-of-obesity/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_
medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-digest&utm_content=link&utm_term=2019-09-24_featured-this-week&
spMailingID=60503892&spUserID=NTM5NzIyNTUyNwS2&spJobID=1723203118&spReportId=MTcyMzI
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Term	Limit	Modifications	Might	be	on	Ballot	2020
On Mackinac Island last weekend, Michigan Senator Mike Shirkey said there is a 50/50 probability he will try to put 
a bipartisan proposal on the 2020 ballot to overhaul term limits. Currently Michigan has the strictest in the nation with 
senators limited to two, four-year terms and representatives limited to three, two-year terms.

New State Budget Proposal Cuts MEDC Funding
Do	we,	in	Mackinaw	City,	really	care	about	MEDC	funding?	Indeed	we	should,	the	Michigan	Economic	Development	
Corporation,	funds	a	lot	of	projects	around	the	state	but	right	now	it	is	giving	Mackinaw	City	$4	million	for	the	parkway	
development	of	N.	Huron	Ave.	That	amounts	to	$5,000	for	each	of	us	in	Mackinaw	City,	money	we	won’t	have	to	pay	in	
our	taxes.	The	proposed	$26	million	cut	to	the	MEDC	budget,	20%	of	its	funding,	will	impact	future	projects,	hopefully	
not ours.

Automatic Voter Registration Up and Running
Last fall the citizens of Michigan voted to have automatic voter registration, absentee ballots without a reason, the ability 
to	vote	straight-party	tickets,	and	to	register	to	vote	on	the	day	of	an	election.	The	Secretary	of	State’s	office	has	been	
working	to	make	these	happen.	Automatic	voter	registration	is	now	happening	if	you	stop	in	the	Secretary	of	State’s	Office	
to renew your driver’s license. They will automatically register you unless you ask to opt-out. But if you aren’t headed to 
their	office	soon	you	can	also	register	online	after	the	November	election.

https://www.michigan.gov/sos/



Moving the boat into its cradle happened on a cold winter day in 2019

Bob Schafer in front of the Welcome

Setting up the Welcome
The Welcome is home. After moving from the 
Mackinac State Historic Parks, to Traverse 
City, to Emmet County, and back to Mackinaw 
City, the replica of the Revolutionary War sloop 
and its huge pile of assorted parts is being 
reassembled	in	its	final	home	on	the	Lake	Huron	
waterfront outside the Hook restaurant. 

The re-assembly has been a labor of love for 
Bob	Schafer	who	first	heard	about	the	possibility	
of its arrival at the Hook three years ago. 
Immediately he offered advice – don’t put it in 
the water, it will rot out, move it to its cradle 
with a big crane which can be located on the ice. 
Then starting this April he agreed to re-rig the 
boat.	Parts	were	strewn	across	the	field	under	
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At left the mast is laying on 
the ground and the tops 
of the shrouds are being 
attached at the fighting 
platform. Although all of this 
looks small from a distance 
you can see the lines are 
several inches in diameter.

the zip line, in a storage barn on Nicolet, bits here, bits there. It 
took	two	weeks	to	find	all	the	parts,	but	amazingly	they	were	
all located.

Having never rigged a ship like this, he turned to the experts, 
principally Jim Graczyk of the Maritime Heritage Alliance, 
the Traverse City group which had restored and sailed the 
Welcome after the Mackinac State Historic Parks, its builder, 
turned	it	over	to	them.	It	is	now	rigged	except	for	the	five	sails	
that will be displayed in a furled position next summer.

This summer, after locating and sorting the rigging, all of 
the ropes were treated for preservation. The lines that now 
appear	black	needed	three	treatments.	The	first	coat	was	a	thin	
petroleum combination to soak entirely through the rope, the 
next coat was thicker, and the topcoat contains tar to give the outsides a stiff waterproof protection. Properly treated and 
cared for these lines will last a man’s lifetime, longer than the stainless steel lines used on modern sailboats, according to 
Bob. The lines that appear white are running rigging, meaning the lines move through blocks. They also needed treatment, 
but	a	lighter,	more	flexible	one.	They	did	not	get	a	final	heavy	coating	of	tar.	Then	the	lines	had	to	be	assembled	onto	the	
mast in the correct order, left to right, and stacking order to be exactly as they were originally. Their lengths had to be 
exactly correct. Slipping over the mast incorrectly, before its partner on the other side, would mean the length would be 
slightly	off	and	would	not	fit.

All of the rigging that stabilizes the mast – the shrouds and ratlines on each side, the three fore-stays, the back-stays, all 
had to be attached to the top of the mast while it was on the ground. The mast would be hoisted, then the bottoms of the 
lines	would	find	their	spot.	With	an	expensive	crane	crew	lifting	and	placing	the	mast,	a	crew	with	no	knowledge	of	boat	

rigging and rigging 
terms, communication 
was critical. Fortunately, 
after considerable 
anxiety, the mast went 
up	correctly	the	first	
time. The lines were 
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As a war vessel the sloop would have had a 
swivel gun like this and would have been taking 
aim at the fledgling American navy. This was a 
reenactment near St. Joseph Island.
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The transom, when restored, will be a beautiful thing

all in the right orientation and could be 
attached to their proper home. The stressful 
part of the job was over; the rest will be 
easy, says Bob.

With the mast in place and stabilized, there 
is still work to be done this fall. Next is 
cleaning the inside of the hull. A corn cob 
grit was used to scour the inside. Now the 
remaining dust needs to be removed and 
the hull treated with what, historically, 
was called a special recipe, a mix of pine 
tar, turpentine, and boiled linseed oil. This 
preservative, if it is well soaked into the 
wood, makes it waterproof. Once that is 
compete,	five	or	ten	tons	of	ballast	rock	will	
be loaded into the hull to give it absolute 

stability. Also, the top two feet of the transom, which 
had to be cut off when the boat was moved over the 
highway to Emmet County, will be rebuilt.

The ship originally had 10 deck guns and four swivel 
guns. The guns you now see on deck are not historically 
correct but the best that is currently available. The 
original deck guns were used from a distance to tear 
masts off rival vessels. The swivel guns were used to 
target individuals, especially the captain of the enemy 
vessel.	And	up	top,	on	the	fighting	platform	(not	crows	
nest	as	I	thought)	men	with	muskets	would	fire	down	at	
opposition crew.

This restoration took more than a dozen of Lieghio’s 
workers. They sanded, caulked, painted, welded the 
supports, and moved gear. It took a large workforce 
to put this up in one summer. For Bob it has been fun, 
especially when families have come with kids to see 
the boat. He loves explaining the boat and hopes that 
Mackinaw school kids will be able to visit.
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Many folks worked on the Welcome. Here are some 
(from left):
Bob Schafer, Dale Dotski, Mark Hartman, Kalen Searles, 
Joe Lieghio, Marco Strika, Enzo Lieghio, Scott Kitchen, 
Brandon Long, Mike Strojny, Don Weiss
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Fall raptor counting is well underway and Jason Bojczyk, hawk 
counter, explains to me that the results differ from the spring 
count. He is stationed at Pte. La Barbe.

In the spring the raptors are funneled as they enter the Great 
Lakes area. They don’t want to cross Lake Erie and Ontario. 
Although some veer east through Buffalo and some veer west 
through Duluth, many come up the middle and end up in 
Mackinaw City. But in the fall the path south is more diffuse. 
Duluth, Windsor/Detroit, and Buffalo become more visible to 
high	flying	birds.	Pte.	La	Barbe	is	a	projection	south	and	gets	a	
share of the migrants. But Detroit, which gets almost no spring 
bird migration, gets around 120,000 migrants in the fall. The 
Straits of Mackinac is more important in the spring than the fall.

Not only are the numbers of migrants smaller in the fall but the 
relative numbers in each species differ. Bald Eagles are much 
more common in the fall, as are Red-shouldered Hawks and 
Rough-legged Hawks. The huge numbers of Red-tailed and 
Broad-winged Hawks we see in the spring are not here now. 
But Blue Jays, which are not seen in any numbers in the spring, 
might number 1,000 in the fall. Also Canada Geese come 
through in the fall.

Knowing 
species 
behavior is 
as important 
as species 
identification	
for the art 
of counting 
migrants. 
While I was 
visiting Jason 
six turkey vultures were circling. There was an eight mph wind from the 
east and it was cool. Jason explained that the vultures will circle until 
they think the time to venture forth is right. While we watched, one of 
the six started across, hesitated, and returned to the north to circle more. 
Then another did the same. He contrasted this to the Falcons and Bald 
Eagles,	both	strong	flyers,	that	do	not	hesitate.	

The weather seems to affect the numbers of birds crossing 
as much as the time in the season. The birds seem to cross 
around the time of arriving cold fronts. A strong wind out of 
the north encourages crossing but sometimes a very gentle 
south wind provides special updrafts. The Mackinac Bridge The weather is taken with this hand-held device and 

recorded regularly
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Meet Jason Bojczyk, raptor counter
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also	provides	useful	updrafts.	Birds	might	arrive	at	Pte.	La	Barbe	but	shuffle	
east to cross over the Bridge.

The birds arrive on the southern shore at a range of locations from as far west 
as Sturgeon Bay or as far east as Cheboygan State Park. Or they might follow 
the bridge and end up in downtown Mackinaw City.

Jason is a professional hawk counter by choice. He learned the love of birds 
from	his	mother	and	uncle	while	living	in	Waterford,	Michigan.	He	was	first	
enchanted by Red-wing Blackbirds at their backyard feeder.  He was exposed 
to the Kensington Metropark spring and fall bird counts. Then his mother 
took him to Berrien County for a Bird Count. He was hooked.

He studied Wildlife Management at Lake State because it is located close to 
Whitefish	Point,	a	noted	bird	migration	site.	As	he	approached	graduation,	
although still two classes short and still uncompleted, he turned to bird 
research. He learned he could make money at least two ways. One is as 
a	field	worker	studying	birds	across	transects.	But	it	involves	sitting	and	
watching for sporatic birds. There was not much activity. Or he could 
participate in spring and fall migrations studies where there are hundreds 
of birds every day, and a wide variety of species. He has worked in 
Pennsylvania, Maine, and on the Texas Gulf shore. This is his second fall 
in the Straits of Mackinac. He likes moving about, seeing the country, and 
possibly one day seeing the world while counting migrating birds. During the 
non-migration season he writes up the results.

The data is entered in the field

Jason’s	latest	report	from	mackinacraptorwatch.org	-	Sept	20-26

Raptors: The last week has been excellent, with more than 2,000 raptors moving through. 
In	fact,	this	week	alone	nearly	tallied	(46%)	half	of	all	the	raptors	recorded	this	season.	We	
are	now	significantly	ahead	of	last	year’s	pace	with	1,000	more	raptors	tallied	than	this	date	

last year. Compared to last year through this date, 
significantly	more	Sharp-shinned	Hawks	(1,886	
vs. 1,213) and Broad-winged Hawks (860 vs. 475) 
have been tallied. In fact, we didn’t reach or exceed 
today’s current seasonal Sharp-shinned Hawk total 
(1,886) until October 9th (13 days later) last year! The only species not ahead of 
last year’s pace is Turkey Vulture (923 last year through today vs 760 this year). 
However,	they	are	expected	to	significantly	pick	up	very	soon.

Non-raptors: Highlights have included an increase in waterfowl, including 
Gadwall, American Wigeon, Mallard, American Black Duck, Redhead, Scaup, 
and Red-breasted Mergansers, Black-bellied Plover, American Golden-Plovers, 
a peak of 18 Common Loons, a peak of 94 Blue Jays, a peak of 19 American 
Crows, a peak of 62 American Pipits, Savannah Sparrows, a peak of 69 American 
Goldfinches,	and	Common	Grackles.	Canada	Goose	had	their	best	day	on	the	
23rd, with 826 birds. Sandhill Cranes peaked (during the period) on the 26th, with 
376 individuals.

Monarchs: Monarchs have continued to remain in excellent numbers. Most 
notable were 1,011 on the 23rd, 745 on the 26th, and 512 on the 20th.
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Sharp-shinned Hawks have been 
the most dominant raptor of the 
period
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Where Have the Birds Gone?
“A new study, which analyzed decades of data on North American 
birds, estimates that the continent’s bird populations have fallen by 
29 percent since 1970. That’s almost 3 billion fewer individuals than 
there	used	to	be,	five	decades	ago.	.	.	It’s	a	staggering	result,’	says	
Kenneth Rosenberg from Cornell University and the American Bird 
Conservancy, who led the analysis.”

Rosenberg says his team found that 90 percent of the missing birds 
came from just 12 families, and that they were all familiar, backyard 
birds	such	as	sparrows,	warblers,	blackbirds,	finches,	larks,	starlings,	
and swallows. Some of the biggest in trouble are red-winged blackbird, 
dark-eyed junco, and even introduced species such as the house 
sparrow and European starling. 

He puts out a warning using the passenger pigeon example. There were 
millions and million of the pigeons, then it seemed overnight there 
were none. Likewise, there are still 24 million eastern meadowlarks, 
but 74 million have disappeared.

What	are	the	implications?	What	does	it	mean?
  a loss of beauty
  a loss of consumers of pesky insects
  a loss of seed distributors
  a loss of a charming sounds

What	can	you	and	I	do?	Here	is	what	the	researchers	suggest:

1) Make windows safer with products that prevent collisions.
2) Keep cats indoors (or walk them on a leash).
3) Choose native plants instead of lawns, to offer food and resting 
places for migrants.

4) Avoid pesticides.
5) Choose bird-
friendly, shade-
grown coffee that’s 
grown on farms 
that preserve bird 
habitat.
6) Reduce the use of 
plastics, and especially single-use plastics.
7) Watch birds and report what you see to help scientists track the 
surviving populations.

The one point of good news: the number of raptors has doubled since 
1970 because of the ban on DDT and hunting restrictions.

Source: The Atlantic
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2019/09/america-
has-lost-quarter-its-birds-fifty-years/598318/?wpisrc=nl_
todayworld&wpmm=1
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Mackinaw History
Heilman settles into new life
Letter X

April 6th 1878 - left Petoskey at nine o’clock and took dinner at Maple, now Brutus River at noon, started on foot 
and arrived at Munro’s at sundown. At dinner I met an elderly man from Harbor Springs who was anxious to get to 
Cheboygan, and as he was lame and it was Saturday I gave him my chance and went on foot across the plains by the high 
springs to Riggsville and on to the Munro’s, arriving at sundown, or twilight.

April 7 Sunday, stayed to prayer meeting in the forenoon, and Ezra Munro 
went with me to show me my place, found log house 14 x 16 feet, good shingle 
roof	and	one	gable	end	closed,	no	floor,	no	door	no	window	and	one	gable	end	
open, the door and window and gable had been taken off by someone.

April 8, Mon. Made an ax handle and helped Ira Munro build a garden fence in 
the afternoon. 
April 9, Tue. Piled brush on my place near my house and cleared away other 
rubbish around the house. Cool and windy.
April	10,	1878.	Went	to	Giarville	post	office	to	mail	a	letter	to	Father,	a	round	
trip of 14 miles. Mr. Giar told me of a man in town Cheboygan who had a 
small cook stove for sale, # Seven. 
April 11th Went to a bee to raise Dan Mosser’s house and went to Mr. Giar’s to 
stay all night. 
April	12th	-	Went	to	Cheboygan	with	Mr.	Giar	and	bought	the	stove	for	$4.50	
and Mr. Ira Munro came to town as prearranged to take a load of things home 
with his ox team, cool and pleasant day. 
April 13th Saturday and warm and pleasant. We left town at nine o’clock with 
three hundred feet of pine rough lumber, stove and everything I could think 
I might need and a quantity of groceries and dishes but as I did not understand housekeeping very well I forgot lots of 
things I needed. We got back to Munro’s at dark, hard trip.
April 14th quite warm. Mr. Riggs came to Mr. Munro’s house and held church as it was Sunday. After noon I went to 
Martin Horan’s on a visit and back to Munro’s at night. It was the warmest and nicest weather for April I ever knew of and 
the woods was just full of wild pigeons, millions of them. 
April 15th and Monday. Mr. Munro took my lumber to my house and my stove and other things too, and as we carried 
everything into the house he jokingly shook hands with me and said welcome to our neighborhood, hope you don’t get 
homesick,	and	I	said	No	I	won’t,	for	this	is	my	home	from	now	on.	He	drove	away	and	I	built	a	fire	in	my	stove	and	
cooked	my	first	meal	and	had	dinner	on	my	new	homestead	and	I	am	going	to	sleep	here	tonight	too,	warm	and	pleasant.	
No	one	was	ever	prouder	of	their	first	home	than	I,	and	I	did	not	even	have	a	bride.	

April 16th 1878 and warm. Tuesday after breakfast I made a table and a door case and closed the gable end and cut the 
boards for a door, and left to myself I found out how poor a carpenter I was. I was awful awkward. 
April 17th Wednesday and very warm, worked at the house and went to Orin Munro’s and stayed all night as I had the 
door on and padlocked so wild animals could not get in. 
April	l8th	Thursday,	worked	on	the	house	all	day.	Rained	in	the	afternoon	so	I	could	not	go	a	fishing.	I	caught	a	
woodchuck so I had some nice stew, good as chicken. Wish you had been there. 
April	l9,	1878.	Worked	at	getting	the	floor	laid,	very	warm	and	rainy,	had	to	cut	sills	and	flat	them	and	carry	
them in alone, hard work.

American #7 cook stove
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April	20	Saturday.	Finished	the	floor	and	chinked	some	of	the	cracks	to	keep	the	wind	out,	all	I	need	now	is	a	window,	
very windy and shower in the afternoon.
April 21 Sunday. Went to Dan Mosser and borrowed his shotgun to get some of those pigeons, the woods are full of them, 
will try to get some for supper. Am feeling some lonesome, a big owl sits on a hemlock tree near by and hoots at me at 
night. He better watch out now, for I have a gun and can shoot.

Letter 11.
April 22nd, 1878. I put a 4-light, 1-sash window beside the door and did other things to make it more pleasant, built a 
sleeping	bunk	and	at	odd	times	papered	my	house	with	old	newspapers.	Went	fishing	at	night	by	Jack	light	and	spear	and	
we caught seventeen large pike, then I was sick and thought I had the mumps so I went to town to see a doctor, but the 
druggist said let me see your throat. Ah sure he said you’ll know more after this, you are cutting wisdom teeth, see. No I 
didn’t see them but I can feel them peeking. Well he laughed a lot, then gave me some good advice and we were friends 
for good. The next morning I bought a clock and a few other things and walked home. My occupation for some time now 
was to clear a little ground in front of the house to plant a few garden vegetables and early potatoes and help my neighbors 
logging, for which they would work for me after planting time was over. I had by this time made up my mind not to locate 
where my house stood, but at the other side of my land a half mile to the west on a regular section line which would be a 
public road eventually. This house was in the middle of the section.

May 1st, 1878. I piled brush in the forenoon and went to Orin Munro’s to grind my ax in the afternoon. The Misses Munro 
&	Myers	called	in	the	evening.	That	night	a	large	owl	sat	on	a	large	Hemlock	tree	near	my	house	and	hooted,	who	who	
whoo	are	you.	I	thought	I’ll	show	you	who	I	am,	and	got	out	of	bed	and	took	my	revolver	and	went	out.	He	flew	a	little	
ways	and	hooted	again.	I	followed	him	and	fired	as	he	flew	away	but	as	I	had	got	into	shin	tangle	and	thistles	I	went	back	
to the house and to bed, but he never came back to try me again. 

May 13th, 1878. Chopped brush fence half a day and went to Munro’ s in the afternoon. Miss Etta Wheelock and Miss 
Embury were there and we enjoyed boating and chasing around till night. Miss Wheelock was sweet sixteen and very 
attractive, to me at least.

May 15, 1878 Wednesday. Ira Munro logged for me with his oxen and two men besides myself as rollers. We put up 18 
log heaps, Mrs. Orrin Munro cooked for us in my house, on my little cook stove. That was quite an event for me, I offered 
to pay her but she would take no pay. We are all neighbors together she said. 
May 16th. Fired log heaps and picked up small rubbish all day and at night went spearing bass at Douglas Lake. Got all 
we wanted for the next few days. I worked to get my little clearing ready to plant. 
May 2lst. Planted potatoes and sweet corn all day, this was hard and slow work as the ground was not prepared in any 
way, but just dug holes and got the seed in as best we could. One evening I carried a pork barrel from Mr. Clark’s place 
3/4 of a mile on a path through the woods as I wanted it for a rain barrel. 
May 24th. Gracie Myers is very sick, this is a new family living in a shanty while they are building a house on their place.

Letter 12
The James Myers family moved into a shanty half a mile from my house, they were my nearest neighbors, there were 
two grown sons age 17 and 19 working in Cheboygan and three daughters and the parents. They had a homestead 1/2 
mile west of mine and were getting ready to build a house. The youngest girl about 4 years old took sick a week ago 
and yesterday morning she died, and the mother in bed with another new baby. Oh how sad it all seemed to me. The two 
brothers came home from town, and they and Erastus Munro and myself carried her three quarters of a mile to a little 
clearing where a few people and the preacher from Riggsville had gathered and there we buried her. This place 
afterward	became	our	cemetery.	Someone	had	made	a	rough	little	coffin	for	her,	then	I	went	home	with	E.	
Munro and stayed all night. 
May 28th. Chopped on my place all day alone and feeling quite lonely.
June 7th. I had a happy surprise last night. I had been working for the neighbors at clearing land and planting 
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and hoeing so I have now about two acres cut down and have quite a bit of work coming to me so will get along a lot 
faster, and last night my Father came to make me a visit and was I glad to see him. He is going to stay a few days so I am 
going to spend them with him and he with me, and as there was nothing else for me to do and as I wanted to get as large 
a piece cut down as I could I kept on chopping most of the time, and as the opening in the woods kept getting larger I 
chopped	harder	and	faster	and	was	getting	about	five	acres	down	and	it	looked	like	a	farm	to	me.	But	I	was	planning	to	
go on a visit to Lapeer for the fourth of July and work in harvesting and then back to my farm again and lumber camp in 
winter. So I made the acquaintance with a pigeon trapper to go to Cheboygan with him as he was going home to Ohio.

June 29th, 1878
Mr. Quackenbush and I left my house at half past ten and walked to Cheboygan on an old winter road cut right through 
a large swamp where a little misstep would let one down to the hips in muck and water, but we took it slowly and were 
lucky and arrived at Cheboygan at four o’clock. Mr. Quackenbush took a shore boat for Petoskey and I stayed all night 
and most of the next day waiting for a boat down Lake Huron.

June 30th Sunday. Left Cheboygan at three P.M. on the St. Joseph,	a	large	stern	wheel	passenger	ship	on	my	first	real	boat	
ride, and as the weather was fair and warm I enjoyed it very much, but as I was going to Bay City and the St. Joseph did 
not go into Saginaw Bay, I had to stop at Alpena all day and get one of the mail boats next morning. Alpena was then a 
lumber town like most of the other towns were and I enjoyed going about to see what there was and visited the Mineral 
Springs. 

July 2nd, 1878 Left Alpena at six A.M. and stopped in Harrisville, Greenbush - Oscoda-Tawasse and other shore towns 
that I do not remember, but I do remember that the Dunlap was built long and narrow for speed and as Saginaw Bay 
is nearly always rough I was a little seasick (and lots of others were worse than I). But when we arrived at Bay City at 
six o’clock I was all right and had to wait till eleven for my train to Lapeer, so I looked about for entertainment for the 
evening and found a play show that was pretty good. Well there were plenty of bright lights here but I was still quite sober 
and got my train at eleven o’clock and arrived at Lapeer at two A.M. July 3rd, and found a hotel and went to bed and slept 
till morning and after a really good breakfast and making a few inquiries for directions to Nepessing Lake I started out to 
find	my	friends.	They	were	farmers	and	I	felt	quite	at	home	stopping	at	houses	along	the	road.	This	is	now	July	third	and	
at dinnertime I sat at table with my friends. 
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Outdoor Recreation’s Value to Michigan’s Economy Reinforced by New 
National Report

According to Bridge Magazine,	“Outdoor	recreation	contributes	$10	billion	to	Michigan’s	economy	annually.”	That	
amounts	to	2.8%	of	all	Michigan	jobs.	Bicycling	has	shown	the	biggest	increase	nationally	since	2012.	Michigan	ranks	5th	
in the nation in boating, 7th in the value of the RV industry, and 18th in snow related activities.

Source: https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-environment-watch/talk-about-pure-michigan-outdoor-pursuits-generate-10b-report-says
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Why Employees Leave Small Businesses
An	article	in	Priceeconomics.com	with	data	from	Gusto	(a	payroll	management	firm	at	https://gusto.com)	explains	that	
low pay is the biggest reason employees leave their jobs. But receiving managerial responsibilities as they mature over the 
years helps keep workers.

The advice in the article is 
	 Keep	employee	pay	up,	over	$15	an	hour	now
	 Set	employees	up	for	success	in	their	first	year	on	the	job
 Create an obvious ladder to success and management
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