
Events in Mackinaw City 

All events listed are still planned, but that may change - check first

August 18
•	 Archaeology	at	Mill	Creek,	Historic	Mill	Creek	Discovery	Park,	5:30	pm,	free

August 19 Wednesday
•	 Hidden	Histories:	The	Grenadiers’	“Mutiny”	of	1780,	Colonial	Michilimackinac,	7:30	pm,	free

August 22 Saturday
•	 Movies	by	the	Bridge:	Moana,	Michilimackinac	State	Park,	dusk,	free

August 29 Saturday
•	 Movies	by	the	Bridge:	The Lego Movie,	Michilimackinac	State	Park,	dusk,	free

August 29 - 30 Saturday - Sunday
•	 Corvettes	Across	the	Bridge,	parade	through	town,	7	pm
•	 Arts	and	Craft	Show,	Conkling	Park

September 5
•	 Movies	by	the	Bridge:	Star Wars – The Rise of Skywalker,	Michilimackinac	State	Park,	dusk,	

free

FOOD PANTRY AUGUST 19TH 
CHURCH OF STRAITS, 10 am

The food pantry will continue every two 
weeks through September. Those with 

excess vegetables from their garden 
can provide them to the food pantry by 

depositing them at the church.
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Historic Mill Creek Discovery Park to 
Close for Season August 22
 
MACKINAW	CITY,	MICH.	—	Historic	Mill	Creek	Discovery	
Park	will	close	for	the	2020	season	on	August	22.	The	
COVID-19	pandemic	forced	the	popular	Adventure	Tour,	a	
high	ropes	nature	course	at	the	park,	to	be	canceled	prior	to	the	
season.	This,	along	with	a	staff	shortage	and	budget	
implications,	have	forced	the	early	shutdown.

“Much	like	the	cancellation	of	Fort	Fright,	this	was	
not	an	easy	decision	to	make,”	said	Steve	Brisson,	
Mackinac	State	Historic	Parks	Deputy	Director.	
“However,	this	is	the	correct,	prudent	decision.”	
Historic	Mill	Creek	Discovery	Park	will	open	in	
early-to-mid	May,	2021.

Two	other	Mackinac	State	Historic	Parks	programs	
will	close	for	the	season	on	August	22	as	well:	the	
archaeological	dig	at	Colonial	Michilimackinac	in	
Mackinaw	City,	and	the	American	Fur	Company	
Store	&	Dr.	Beaumont	Museum,	part	of	Historic	
Downtown	Mackinac,	on	Mackinac	Island.	

			

Archaeology Walk at Mill Creek Discovery Park

Tuesday,	August	18,	5:30	pm,	Mill	Creek,	free

Archaeology	played	a	key	role	in	the	development	of	Historic	Mill	
Creek	Discovery	Park.	After	its	rediscovery	in	1972,	excavations	
occured	in	1973-75,	1979,	and	between	1984-1994.	Join	Curator	of	
Archaeology	Dr.	Lynn	Evans	for	a	brief	history	of	the	site	and	its	
excavation,	followed	by	a	walking	tour	of	the	archaeological	sites.	
This	is	a	free	Mackinac	Parks:	125	event!

This	will	be	an	outdoor	event,	and	all	Covid-19	precautions	will	be	
followed.	We	encourage	guests	to	dress	for	the	weather.

Hat artifact found at Mill Creek
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Village Hall News
Helicopter	rides	in	Mackinaw	City	were	discussed	at	a	
Public	Safety	Committee	meeting	this	week.	Sergio	Troiani,	
owner	of	MIFlight	Aviation,	presented	a	plan	for	a	test	run	
of	helicopter	flights	from	August	21	through	September	
7	from	10am	-	9	pm.	The	flights	would	be	based	in	the	
open	field	on	S.	Huron	Ave	.	The	helicopters	would	launch	
and	return	over	Conkling	Park	and	be	primarily	over	the	
water.	When	they	are	over	town	they	will	be	at	full	altitude.	
The	test	would	allow	the	owner	time	to	assess	the	market	
potential	and	the	town	to	assess	the	impact.	If	successful,	
the	business	would	apply	to	become	a	permanent	business.	
The	business	currently	operates	in	Detroit,	Grand	Rapids,	
Grand	Haven,	and	St.	Ignace.

The	business	is	operating	out	of	the	airport	in	St.	Ignace,	
where	they	don’t	need	any	special	permits.	It	offers	five	
tours	starting	at	$40	per	person	for	a	flight	over	the	bay.	At	
$80	they	offer	a	Mackinac	Bridge	tour,	$100	a	sunset	tour,	
$700	a	photo	flight	tour,	and	newly	added	a	fireworks	tour.

Safety	was	the	committee’s	main	concern.	Such	an	
operation	is	regulated	by	the	MDOT	Office	of	Aeronautics	
which	sends	a	person	to	inspect	the	launch	area	and	
the	flight	path.	MDOT’s	permission	is	required	before	
operations	can	begin.	For	operational	safety	the	pilot	would	
remain	aboard	any	time	the	blades	are	moving,	a	clerk	would	be	in	the	field	trailer	to	handle	sales,	and	two	or	three	ground	
crew	would	escort	customers	to	and	from	their	seats.	Since	the	helicopter	will	fly	over	the	water	it	will	be	equipped	with	
pop-up	floats,	in	case	of	engine	failure.	Fire	Chief	Krueger	asked	about	fuel	storage,	use,	and	fire	prevention	equipment.

The	committee	will	recommend	that	council,	next	week,	approve	the	helicopter	special	event	dates.

The library received a $1,000 grant from Enbridge to buy two picnic tables and two benches for the public
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State News

Michigan Bald Eagles dying of lead poisoning and car crashes
AP	—	A	study	of	more	than	30	years	of	data	on	bald	eagles	in	Michigan	shows	the	leading	causes	of	death	for	the	iconic	
national	bird	are	being	hit	by	cars	and	lead	poisoning.	The	study	was	conducted	by	the	U.S.	Fish	and	Wildlife	Service,	
Michigan	State	University	and	the	Michigan	Department	of	Natural	Resources.	It	reviewed	the	cause	of	death	for	almost	
1,500	eagles	from	1986	to	2017,	according	to	The Detroit Free Press.	After	vehicular	trauma,	birds	eating	road	kill	and	
being	hit	by	passing	cars,	the	leading	cause	of	death	was	lead	poisoning,	which	is	related	to	eagles	ingesting	ammunition	
fragments	from	animals	shot	by	hunters.	Michigan	officials	said	they	encourage	non-lead	ammunition.	Some	states	have	
banned	lead	for	some	types	of	hunting.	California	bans	it	for	all	hunting.

Groceries, pharmacies, long-term care staff still protected
The	governor	continued	to	protect	Michigan’s	frontline	workers	in	grocery	stores,	pharmacies	and	long-term	care	facilities	
by	extending	existing	safety	measures,	including	two	hours	a	week	of	reserved	shopping	time	for	vulnerable	populations,	
to	protect	consumers	and	employees	at	grocery	stores	and	pharmacies.	She	also	maintains	the	strong	infection	control	
protocols	in	nursing	homes	she	put	in	place	at	the	outset	of	this	crisis,	and	protects	residents	from	eviction	and	employees	
from	retaliatory	action	for	staying	home	when	exhibiting	symptoms.

State has no money to match federal unemployment
Gongwer		—	Mr.	Trump	signed	an	executive	order	which	would	continue	federal	aid	to	unemployment	services	–	though	
at	a	rate	of	$400	in	additional	funding	rather	than	the	previous	$600.	Of	that	$400,	he	said	states	would	be	expected	to	pay	
25	percent	of	the	fee,	or	$100	per	unemployment	check.	State	Budget	Office	spokesperson	Kurt	Weiss	said	that	with	the	
state	already	facing	a	$3	billion	shortfall	any	move	to	make	Michigan	pay	a	portion	of	unemployment	claims	would	be	
“very,	very	difficult	on	us.	There’s	no	money	to	go	grab,	if	you	will,	just	from	the	budget.”

Whitmer to speak at Democratic national convention
Whitmer	will	have	a	prime-time	speaking	slot	at	next	week’s	Democratic	National	Convention.	She	is	set	to	speak	during	
the	Monday	night	program.	The	opening	night	will	be	bookended	by	addresses	from	Sen.	Bernie	Sanders	of	Vermont	and	
former	First	Lady	Michelle	Obama.

Beverage industry wants uncollected bottle refunds to be distributed differently, some for fraud 
investigations
Bridge	—Under	the	current	bottle	recycling	law,	75	percent	of	the	uncollected	bottle	deposits	—	which	last	year	totaled	
nearly	$43	million	—	goes	to	the	state	Cleanup	and	Redevelopment	Trust	Fund,	where	it	supports	the	EGLE’s	efforts	to	
clean	up	contaminated	sites.	The	other	25	percent	goes	to	retailers	to	offset	their	cost	of	collecting	returns.	The	beverage	
industry	is	advocating	for	legislation	that	would	send	50	percent	of	the	pool	to	the	state,	keep	retailers’	share	at	25	percent,	
give	20	percent	to	beverage	distributors,	and	allocate	another	5	percent	for	law	enforcement	to	combat	recycling	fraud.	
The	package	of	legislation	would	also	increase	criminal	penalties	for	recycling	fraud	from	$1,000	fines	to	up	to	$35,000	or	
higher	fines	and	up	to	20	years	in	prison.	Fraud	occurs	when	bottles	from	out-of-state	are	returned	for	cash	in	Michigan.	
Some	have	claimed	returnables	fraud	costs	Michigan	$10	million	per	year,	but	the	state	itself	has	said	the	cost	of	fraud	
is	unknown.	Ten	states	nationwide	have	bottle	returns,	and	those	that	do	typically	collect	5	cents	per	container	although	
some	collect	15	cents	for	liquor	or	wine	bottles.	Michigan	has	collected	10¢	since	1976	and	89%	of	bottles	and	cans	are	
usually	recycled.	But	the	number	could	be	lower	this	year	because	of	the	period	when	recycling	was	closed.

Tampon tax challenged in court
A	new	lawsuit	filed	in	Michigan	on	Tuesday	is	challenging	the	legality	of	allowing	a	sales	tax	on	menstrual	
products,	setting	up	the	next	phase	in	a	national	movement	to	end	the	so-called	tampon	tax.	The	argument	is	
that	the	tax	is	sex-based	discrimination	for	a	medical	necessity.	Although	several	states	and	legislatures	have	
taken	policy	action	in	recent	years,	30	states	still	tax	menstrual	products.	For	Michigan	it	is	estimated	that	
these	taxes	amount	to	roughly	$7	million	per	year.
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Autonomous car road Detroit to Ann Arbor
Governor	Whitmer	announced	an	initiative	to	develop	a	first-of-its-kind	corridor	for	connected	and	autonomous	vehicles	
designed	to	improve	transportation	for	communities	in	Southeast	Michigan.	A	key	goal	of	the	project	will	be	to	design	the	
corridor	with	a	focus	on	closing	long-standing	gaps	in	access	to	transit	and	transportation	from	Detroit	to	Ann	Arbor.

Woody invasive web site announced
The	state	has	produced	a	web	site	to	help	homeowners	identify	and	eradicate	woody	invasive	plants,	many	of	which	were	
or	are	sold	as	ornamentals.	I	see	many	of	them	growing	in	gardens	around	town.	The	web	site	is
	https://woodyinvasives.org

The	plants	on	their	list	are:
Bald Eagle takes down drone

AP—	A	bald	eagle	launched	an	aerial	assault	on	a	drone	operated	by	EGLE	—	ripping	off	a	propeller	and	sending	the	
aircraft	into	Lake	Michigan.	The	$950	drone	was	mapping	shoreline	erosion	near	Escanaba.	Bird	watchers	saw	the	
encounter	but	did	not	realize	the	eagle	had	attacked	a	drone.	The	eagle	flew	away	apparently	unhurt.	The	drone	sent	
27	warning	notifications	in	the	3.5	seconds	that	it	took	to	spiral	to	the	water,	including	one	noting	that	a	propeller	was	
missing.	EGLE’s	drone	team	is	considering	what	it	can	do	to	reduce	the	possibility	of	a	repeat	attack,	including	possibly	
using	“skins”	or	other	designs	on	the	aircraft	to	make	them	look	less	like	seagulls.

Free masks for low-income residents, seniors, schools and homeless shelters
Four	million	free	masks	are	being	provided	to	Michigan	residents	who	are	most	vulnerable	to	COVID-19	through	a	
partnership	involving	the	state,	Ford	Motor	Company	and	the	Federal	Emergency	Management	Agency	(FEMA),	Gov.	
Whitmer	announced.	Anyone	interested	in	receiving	a	free	mask	can	find	a	distribution	location	by	calling	the	COVID-19	
Hotline	at	888-535-6136	or	looking	up	their	local	Community	Action	Agency	online.

GM automates temperature checking and recording
Detroit’s	General	Motors	Co.	has	developed	new	technology	to	aid	workplace	safety	during	the	pandemic.	It	is	sharing	
its	innovations	with	the	public	for	use	in	manufacturing	plants,	offices,	schools,	and	more.	The	technologies	include	an	
automated	kiosk	for	temperature	scanning,	software	for	contact	tracing,	and	a	mobile	app	for	touchless	printing.	
The	system	automatically	detects	when	someone	has	stepped	in	front	of	the	camera	and	checks	for	an	elevated	
skin	temperature.	It	then	indicates	on	the	monitor	whether	it	is	safe	to	proceed,	or	the	entrant	needs	further	
evaluation.	The	process	takes	a	couple	of	seconds,	preventing	bottlenecks.
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School Board
After	hours	and	hours	of	discussion	and	research,	the	committee	of	parents,	teachers,	staff,	the	union,	and	school	board	
members	finished	the	plan	for	the	September	8th	re-opening	of	Mackinaw’s	school.	The	school	board	accepted	the	plan	
by	a	vote	of	four	to	one	and	the	plan	is	now	available	on	the	school’s	web	site	along	with	a	series	of	Frequently	Asked	
Questions	submitted	by	parents	at	https://mackcity.k12.mi.us/our-district/school-reopening-2020-2021-faqs/.	

The	school	will	open	in	person	but	staff	will	be	ready	to	close	if	needed.	The	school	board	authorized	the	superintendent	
to	hire	another	lunch	worker	and	health	screener	at	$18	per	hour	to	make	opening	safely	possible.

The	plan	requires	that	the	school	agree	to	a	page	of	rules,	many	based	on	the	governor’s	phase	for	the	area.	For	our	school,	
currently	Phase	5	but	acting	like	we	are	the	more	at	risk	Phase	4,	the	relevant	rules	are	that	indoor	assemblies	be	limited	to	
one	class	at	a	time	and	if	someone	comes	down	with	Covid-19	then	contract	tracing	will	be	initiated	for	two	days	before	
the	symptoms	through	the	time	when	the	person	is	no	longer	in	school.	

The	school	plan	says:
•	 Students	and	parents	will	be	required	to	sign	a	document	that	they	are	aware	of	face	covering	policies	before	students	

are	permitted	to	continue	face-to-face	instruction.
•	 All	MCPS	staff	will	be	required	to	wear	masks	at	all	times.
•	 All	K-12	students	will	be	required	to	wear	masks	on	the	school	bus.
•	 All	6th-12th	students	will	be	required	to	wear	masks	at	all	times	in	the	building.
•	 K-5th	students	will	be	required	to	wear	masks	as	much	as	possible	when	proper	social	distancing	cannot	be	achieved.
•	 Those	who	claim	medical	exemption	will	need	to	meet	with	the	district	Health	Safety	Team	to	provide	rationale	and	

documentation.
•	 Students	who	are	capable	of	wearing	a	face	covering	and	refuse	will	be	issued	a	face	covering	and	asked	to	put	it	

on.	The	refusal	will	be	documented.	Students	showing	patterns	of	non-compliance	will	be	removed	from	the	school	
building	and	placed	into	remote	instruction.	Continued	removals	from	the	school	will	result	in	permanent	placement	
into	remote	instruction	with	the	student	being	banned	from	coming	to	the	school	site.

•	 Masks	must	be	worn	in	hallways	and	all	common	areas	except	when	eating.	All	classrooms	will	have	cleaning	
stations.	Students	in	grades	9-12	will	spray	and	clean	their	desks	after	each	class.	Students	in	6-8	will	spray	their	
desks	any	time	they	leave	their	classroom.	Elementary	students	will	clean	their	desks	periodically	if	they	are	able.	The	
multipurpose	room	will	be	cleaned	after	each	use.	All	rooms	will	be	cleaned	with	an	electromagnetic	cleaning	device	
each	day,	the	quarantine	room	after	each	quarantine.	The	front	doors	will	be	cleaned	after	each	group	enters.	Students	
will	sanitize	their	hands	after	entering	the	school	and	throughout	the	day.	Students	will	be	encouraged	to	wash	with	
soap	and	water	often.	Windows	will	be	open	as	much	as	possible	throughout	the	school	year	and	students	should	dress	
accordingly.	The	custodial	staff	will	adjust	the	air	supply	and	clean	filters	so	more	fresh	air	is	being	brought	into	the	
school.	Playground	equipment	will	be	cleaned	twice	a	week.

•	 In	the	morning	the	bus	will	pick	up	out-of-town	students	and	drop	them	off	at	the	school,	then	pick	up	the	in-town	
students.	In	the	afternoon	the	two	routes	will	be	run	simultaneously.	Students	will	have	a	temperature	check	before	
being	allowed	on	the	bus	and	they	must	wear	a	mask.	Parents	will	inform	the	school	weekly	if	they	want	their	students	
picked-up	or	if	they	will	bring	them	by	car.	Buses	will	be	cleaned	after	every	pick-up.

•	 Elementary	students	will	be	assigned	one	table	per	grade	for	lunch	and	the	tables	will	be	spread	out	around	the	
multipurpose	room.	K-2	students	will	eat	first	then	go	to	recess.	Grades	3-5	will	recess	first	then	eat.	Middle	school	
students	will	eat	during	4th	hour.	Grades	9-10	will	eat	outside	using	the	pavilion	and	playground	across	the	street.	
Grades	11-12	will	eat	outside	or	off	campus.

•	 Staff	will	do	health	screening	daily.	If	they	are	quarantined	they	may	choose	to	teach	from	home	and	not	
use	sick	days.	They	may	live-stream	classes	on	days	when	students	are	home	in	quarantine.	The	high	
school	teachers	lounge	will	become	the	quarantine	room	when	necessary.
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•	 Classes	will	be	allowed	to	take	field	trips	to	the	Hathaway	property.	One	class	at	a	time	may	attend	presentations	in	
the	multipurpose	room	or	gym.	The	playground	will	be	divided	into	sections	and	students	segregated.

•	 Mask	breaks	will	be	taken	often	for	students	in	grades	6-12,	hourly	if	possible.	This	can	be	done	outside,	in	the	
multipurpose	room,	or	gym.

•	 Any	student	with	a	medical	reason	to	not	wear	a	mask	must	set	up	an	approved	plan.
•	 Band	will	be	held	outside	when	possible,	in	the	rec	room	or	gym.	Face	shields	may	be	effective	for	band	and	shop.
•	 There	will	be	no	lingering	or	socializing	in	the	hallways.	Students	are	to	be	in	rooms	and	only	use	the	halls	to	quickly	

get	to	their	lockers	and	between	rooms.
•	 Classroom	books	will	be	used	in	the	classroom	and	when	the	student	finishes,	the	book	will	be	put	in	a	quarantine	bag	

for	three	days	before	being	re-shelved.
•	 Physical	education	classes	will	be	held	outdoors	in	the	first	and	fourth	marking	periods.	Health	will	be	taught	in	

classrooms	in	the	second	and	third	marking	periods.
•	 Student	use	of	the	hallways	will	be	staggered.
•	 Lockers	will	be	assigned	with	grades	9-12	in	every	other	locker	and	middle	school	students	between.
•	 No	visitors	will	be	allowed	past	the	school	vestibules	unless	invited.

School	athletic	practice	is	continuing	but	the	decision	of	whether	to	participate	in	traveling	sports	events	will	be	made	at	a	
special	school	board	meeting	on	September	2nd.

School	repairs	are	continuing.	The	school	roof	is	complete.	The	higher	profile	includes	two	inches	of	added	insulation	and	
elevation	for	better	drainage.	The	overall	roof	of	the	school	actually	consists	of	16	sections	and	this	was	one	of	the	larger.	
A	few	more	sections	need	to	be	re-done	including	one	large	one.	This	will	be	handled	a	bit	each	year.	National	Restoration	
has	been	delayed	in	working	on	the	school	brick	repairs.	They	will	arrive	September	15th.

Mighty Mac Swim Donates to Food Pantry
Swimmers	who	were	to	participate	in	this	Sunday’s	scheduled	Mighty	Mac	Swim,	which	
was	canceled	due	to	COVID-19,	have	donated	their	entry	fee	refunds	to	raise	over	$6,000	
toward	serving	urgent	needs	in	the	St.	Ignace	and	Mackinaw	City	communities.	

“In	light	of	the	cancellation,	we	gave	swimmers	the	option	of	receiving	a	refund	or	
donating	their	refund	back	to	the	race	to	help	cover	our	deficit	and	to	donate	any	excess	
funds	to	charity,”	said	Jim	Dreyer,	Mighty	Mac	Swim	Executive	Director.	The	funds	
raised	were	split	evenly	between	the	St.	Ignace	Area	Community	Foundation	and	the	
Church	of	the	Straits	Community	Food	Pantry,	which	serves	Mackinaw	City	and	the	
surrounding	area	south	of	the	bridge.	“The	number	of	families	we	serve	each	week	has	
doubled	since	the	onset	of	the	pandemic,”	said	Rose	LaPointe,	Church	of	the	Straits	
Community	Food	Pantry	Coordinator.
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Enjoy Your Evening with an Ugly Anne Tour

Ugly Anne	has	been	operating	as	a	tour	boat	in	the	Straits	for	a	decade	now,	serving	both	local	residents	and	visitors.	(It	is	
pronounced	AnnE.)	I	spoke	with	owner	and	captain	Chris	West.	

“We	have	two	daily	cruises.	A	history	cruise	departs	at	5	pm	and	is	around	one	hour	long.	During	the	cruise	we	give	
visitors	a	maritime	history	of	the	Straits	of	Mackinac	including	shipwrecks	and	structures	they	see	while	out	on	the	cruise.	
The	highlight	is	going	under	the	middle	of	the	majestic	Mackinac	Bridge	and	seeing	the	cars	driving	over	top	of	the	boat.	
People	of	all	ages	really	enjoy	it.	We	also	discuss	what	it	is	like	living	in	the	northern	Great	Lakes	region	in	the	winter	
including	how	residents	of	Mackinac	Island	and	Boblo	get	supplies	and	live	year	round	in	these	secluded	locations.
	
The	second	cruise	is	at	sunset.	This	is	by	far	the	most	popular	cruise	as	there	are	not	many	places	in	the	world	that	have	
as	beautiful	sunsets	as	we	get	over	Lake	Michigan,	and	with	the	Mackinac	Bridge	in	the	foreground,	there	is	not	a	better	
seat	in	the	Straits	to	watch	the	sun	dip	into	the	lake.	We	do	give	a	little	information	about	the	area	on	this	cruise	and	will	
answer	any	questions	people	have.	But	for	the	majority	of	the	time	we	play	background	music,	serve	beer,	wine,	pop	and	
water	while	people	just	enjoy	being	on	the	Straits.

We	offer	private	charters	from	anywhere	in	the	Straits	of	Mackinac.	Our	home	port	is	Mackinaw	City	and	we	tend	to	
mainly	run	out	of	here,	but	from	time	to	time	will	get	calls	from	Mackinac	Island,	Boblo,	the	Les	Cheneaux	Islands	or	
Cheboygan.	
	
A	fairly	new	thing	is	to	get	married	aboard	Ugly Anne.	Backdrops	for	this	nautical	wedded	bliss	include	Round	
Island	Lighthouse,	Mackinac	Island	Harbor,	Grand	Hotel	or	Arch	Rock,	but	under	the	Mackinac	Bridge	is	by	
far	the	favorite	spot.	[Chris	is	certified	to	perform	weddings.]
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Ugly Anne	is	40-foot	wooden	Downeast	Lobster	boat	that	operated	from	the	coast	of	southern	Maine	starting	in	1975.	
This	style	of	boat	has	been	used	since	1912	and	is	one	of	the	most	comfortable	boat	rides	you	will	find	for	her	size.	Her	
all	wood	construction	absorbs	the	waves	making	for	a	very	enjoyable	ride.	We	are	a	small	family	run	operation	that	
understands	people	spend	all	year	saving	up	to	take	a	vacation.	So	when	people	choose	to	spend	their	vacation	time	
in	Mackinaw,	and	come	for	a	boat	ride	with	us,	we	want	them	to	have	
memories	that	they	will	always	cherish.	When	we	give	information	about	
the	area	it	is	not	just	dates	and	facts,	but	stories	and	personal	experiences,	
which	humanize	the	stories,	and	people	seem	to	really	enjoy	the	
information	and	the	cruises.”
	
How are you protecting people from the virus?	“We	have	lowered	our	
capacity	from	35	to	25	visitors.	Even	with	the	lower	capacity	we	are	not	
able	to	achieve	six	feet	of	social	distancing,	so	we	do	require	everyone	to	
wear	a	mask.	We	also	disinfect	the	boat	after	every	cruise.

The	tours	continue	through	October	but	the	schedule	differs	after	Labor	
Day.	People	can	reach	us	through	our	website	at	www.mackinawtour.com,	
phone-	231-436-5094	or	stop	by	the	office	at	229	S.	Huron	Ave.	behind	
The	Hook	Restaurant	and	next	to	Mackinaw	Parasailing	“

And yes, there is a story behind the Ugly Anne name. When West bought the boat, he was told the owner’s first wife 
had been a woman named Anne. She was a woman used to living in a big city, and she wasn’t particularly happy to 
be living in a small town in Maine.

“She was beautiful, physically, but her personality was pretty ugly,” West explained. So when Anne’s husband bought 
a boat, she asked him to name it after her. He did. He had “Ugly Anne” painted on its backside. They got divorced 
shortly after.
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What is this flying over Heritage Village?

Welcome	to	the	future.	You	are	seeing	60	of	the	597	satellites	launched	by	Elon	Musk’s	SpaceX	in	his	project	
called	Starlink,	designed	to	beam	high-speed	internet	from	orbit	to	anywhere	in	the	world.	We	happen	to	be	on	
one	of	its	flight	paths.	It	has	been	passing	over	and	these	clear	nights	have	been	perfect	for	watching.	To	find	the	
time	and	where	to	look	use	the	phone	app	Find	Starlink.	The	app	is	not	perfectly	accurate	in	its	timing,	so	select	
the	button	showing	where	the	satellites	are	currently	before	you	commence	a	special	viewing	trip.	

Building	120	satellites	a	month,	SpaceX	will	increase	the	network	to	12,000	satellites	over	the	next	decade.	The	
most	recent	60	satellites	were	launched	a	week	ago.	The	Starlink	internet	service	is	expected	to	be	available	in	
our	area	in	late	fall.	The	service	is	expected	to	be	40	times	faster	than	current	internet	service.

The	satellites	will	use	lasers	to	connect	with	each	other	and	will	beam	information	to	earth.	Musk	depicts	it	as	
an	electronic	global	nervous	system.	Each	satellite	weights	780	pounds	and	has	a	five	year	life.	At	the	end	of	its	
life	it	will	be	taken	out	of	orbit	and	will	burn	up	on	descent	to	earth.	It	will	then	be	replaced.
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Our History in One Spot - Fort, Lumbering, Railroad
When	you	visit	Mill	Creek	be	sure	to	
take	the	trail	to	the	bottom	of	the	mill	
and	reflect	on	how	our	history	tumbles	
upon	itself.

Standing	where	the	North	Central	
State	Trail	crosses	Mill	Creek,	think	
back	to	a	frigid	February	250	years	
ago.	Corporal	John	Annan	was	leading	
one	of	many	work	details	from	Fort	
Michilimackinac,	cutting	wood	for	
the	hungry	fireplaces	of	the	fort.	The	
fatigue	detail’s	job	was	to	cut	and	
transport	as	much	wood	as	possible	to	
the	British	community.

The	population	boom	at	the	fort	and	
its	suburbs	consumed	more	and	more	
firewood,	and	the	distance	to	procure	
it	was	growing.	Now	six	miles	from	
their	base,	these	men	were	engaged	in	
the	hard	work	of	cutting	and	dragging	logs.	The	work’s	only	redeeming	feature	being	
that	it	kept	them	warm	with	the	exercise.

Annan	was	a	51-year-old,	belonging	to	the	2nd	Battalion	of	the	60th	Regiment.	He	
probably	enlisted	for	20	years,	the	standard	enlistment,	and	then	stayed	on,	planning	
to	remain	in	service	for	life.	MSHP	interpretor	Patrick	Chargo,	a	St.	Ignace	history	
teacher,	said	it	was	common	for	soldiers	to	stay	until	death	and	up	to	25%	of	the	
soldiers	could	have	been	in	their	50s.	Annan	did	indeed	stay	on	until	death.	We	will	
never	know	what	happened	to	him,	an	accident?,	a	heart	attack?	something	else?	
Annan	died	on	February	10,	1771,	near	this	spot	on	Mill	Creek,	away	from	his	home	
at	Fort	Michilimackinac.

One	hundred	and	ten	years	later,	the	crew	that	built	the	first	railroad	bridge	over	Mill	
Creek,	in	1881,	found	a	thin	copper	sheet	inscribed:	
	 Here lieth the Body of
 John Annan Late Corpl
 in the 2nd Battn 60th Regt
 who departed this lif feby 10
 Anno Domini 1771
 Aged 51 years

Although	no	other	marker	like	this	has	been	found	around	Colonial	
Michilimackinac,	these	plates	were	used	in	other	locations	during	that	era	as	
a	face	plate	on	a	casket.

As	you	stand	in	this	modern	recreation	area,	think	of	those	sweating,	yet	
freezing,	soldiers	cutting	timber,	and	those	similarly	sweating	railroad	
laborers	building	up	the	grade	for	the	bridge	over	the	creek.	All	were	far	
from	their	birthplace,	working	hard	to	tame	this	northern	land,	the	land	we	
enjoy	today.

Where the copper plate was discovered 110 years after its placement

Unfortunately, only a newspaper description 
of the plate survives. A replica is on display 
in the Mill Creek Visitor Center.
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Green Insect at Mill Creek
Devon	McNabb	was	the	working	naturalist	at	Mill	Creek	on	a	
cool,	early	August	day	when	I	visited	to	learn	about	Corporal	
Annan.	I	spotted	this	fuzzy	green	insect	sucking	avidly	on	the	
plant	called	common	boneset	growing	on	the	wet	bank	of	the	mill	
pond.	Devon	and	I	pondered	the	critter,	took	miserable	photos	on	
our	phones,	and	agreed	to	do	our	homework	to	figure	this	out.

The	results	are	in.	This	is	the	hunchback	bee	fly	(Lepidophora 
lutea),	a	fly	that	mimics	a	bee.	It	is	a	fly	that	neither	bites	nor	
stings,	yet	has	a	fascinating	story.	It	lives	its	adult	life	in	July	and	
August,	concurrent	with	the	flowering	of	many	aster	plants	which	
it	seems	to	prefer.	Look	for	it	around	Daisies,	Black-eyed	Susans,	
and	Goldenrod.

According	to	bugguide.net	this	fly	is	a	member	of	the	
Bombylildae.	Although	little	is	known	about	the	individual	
species	of	this	group,	apparently	including	our	green	pollinator,	
all	members	are	kleptoparasites	of	cavity	nesting,	solitary,	wasps.	
A	kleptoparasite	is	an	animal	that	habitually	robs	another	species	
of	its	food.

The	female	adult	fly	follows	wasps	around	and	when	the	wasp	builds	
a	nest	and	deposits	its	eggs,	the	fly	immediately-inserts	its	own	eggs,	
then	lets	the	wasp	provision	the	nest.	The	fly	egg	hatches,	grows	into	a	
larvae,	and	eats	the	food	that	had	been	provisioned	for	the	wasp	larvae.	
In	other	words,	the	fly’s	baby,	being	closer	to	the	food,	eats	the	wasp	
baby’s	food.

Being a fly means this insect only has one pair of wings. Most 
insects have two pairs. Yet this fly is an amazing flyer with great 
wing control that allows it to hover and speed off with incredible 
agility.

The fly proboscis cannot be 
curled up and tucked away. 
This differentiates them from 
moths and butterflies.

Their antennae stick out in front 
looking a bit menacing

This is yet another obvious but poorly understood insect

The purple, Joe-Pye Weed grows in the same 
area. According to folklore, Joe-Pye Weed was 
named for a colonial-era Native American, Joe 
Pye, who used it to treat fevers and taught early 
colonists to use it to treat an outbreak of typhus. page	12August 16, 2020
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Ghost Pipes in Bloom at Mill Creek
A	good	rain	after	a	dry	spell	brings	out	one	of	nature’s	
more	interesting	plants,	Ghost	pipes	(Monotropa uniflora)	
—	and	ghost-like	it	is.	The	entire	plant	is	a	translucent	
white	with	touches	of	black	and	pink	and	grows	to	
between	three	to	nine	inches	tall.	Is	it	a	mushroom?	Nope.	
But	mushrooms	are	part	of	its	story.

To	understand	this	plant	requires	stepping	into	the	new	
understanding	of	plants	in	general.	(New	is	a	relative	term,	
meaning	the	understanding	since	I	was	in	school.)
.
What	I	learned	was	that	plants	are	the	green	things	that	
grow	all	around	us,	sit	firmly	in	place	not	running	around	
like	animals,	make	food	for	themselves	using	chlorophyll	
to	convert	sunlight	to	sugars,	and	in	the	process	spew	out	
oxygen	that	humans	breathe.	Well,	that	is	an	outdated	
view	of	plants.

Enter	fungi	into	the	story.	Today	scientists	know	that	
individual	plants,	the	most	researched	being	trees,	live	in	
partnership	with	fungi	(mushrooms).	Fungi	mostly	live	
underground,	spreading	around	by	growing	their	hyphae.	
To	get	the	nutrients	they	need,	fungi	digest	plant	and	rock	
material	around	them	by	exuding	their	digestive	materials	
outside	their	bodies.	Once	nearby	stuff	is	dissolved	into	
nutrients	the	fungi	soak	them	in.	Fortuitously,	those	
nutrients	are	also	sitting	there	for	trees	to	absorb.	So	fungi	
make	nutrients	for	themselves	and	other	nearby	plants.	But	
it	is	not	a	one-way	street.	The	fungi	will	also	intertwine	
with	the	tree	roots	and	absorb	sugars	from	the	tree,	actually	
usually	from	many	trees.	So	it	is	a	mutually	beneficial	
system.	Trees	get	mineral	nutrients;	fungi	get	sugars.

Along	comes	Ghost	pipes,	a	clump	of	single	flowers	on	stalks.	They	are	
regular	flowers	like	daisies	or	dandelions.	But	they	are	not	green	and	do	
not	produce	their	own	food.	Instead	they	steal	food	and	nutrients	from	
fungi.	Indian	pipes	mooch	off	of	the	partnership	between	fungi	and	trees	
by	tapping	into	the	fungi.	This	is	a	very	specialized	relationship	and	these	
perennial	pipes	must	find	the	right	fungus	in	a	mature,	dark,	moist	forest.	
At	Mill	Creek	we	found	them	under	the	west	boardwalk.

These	flowers	may	appear	between	May	and	October,	but	only	bloom	
once	a	summer.	This	patch	will	take	one	to	two	weeks	to	get	pollinated	
by	a	small	bumblebee,	the	tiny	seeds	mature	and	be	blown	about	by	the	
wind.	Perhaps	a	few	will	luckily	fall	in	just	the	right	spot	to	land	on	just	
the	right	fungus.

Because these flowers do not require sunlight they are often found 
in dark areas, like under the boardwalks at Mill Creek. The flowers, 
with dangling heads, are young and immature. This orientation keeps 
rainwater out of the flower. Once mature the flower will be horizontal 
and more obvious to pollinators, and later when pollinated it will turn up 
toward the sky.
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Ten to twelve stamen with yellow anthers surround the stout style in the flower. Nectaries at the base of the flower attract 
pollinators. When fully ripe the seed pod, which has turned woody, splits into five compartments and the seeds are blown out.
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N95 and homemade cotton masks best, gaiter masks worse than none
Duke	University	physicists	tested	14	masks	to	help	schools	decide	which	type	to	buy	for	students.	Researchers	tested	14	
commonly	available	masks	including	a	professionally	fitted	N95	mask.	Each	mask	was	tested	10	times.	The	most	effective	
mask	was	the	fitted	N95.	Three-layer	surgical	masks	and	cotton	masks,	
which	many	people	have	been	making	at	home,	also	performed	well.	
Neck	fleeces,	also	called	gaiter	masks	and	often	used	by	runners,	were	the	
least	effective.	In	fact,	wearing	a	gaiter	mask	resulted	in	a	higher	number	
of	respiratory	droplets	because	the	material	seemed	to	break	down	larger	
droplets	into	smaller	particles	that	are	more	easily	carried	away	with	air.	
Folded	bandannas	and	knitted	masks	also	performed	poorly	and	did	not	
offer	much	protection.	Masks	with	vents	are	not	at	all	effective	since	the	
vents	let	out	droplets.

Clean	masks	daily,	or	throw	away	paper	ones.	UV	light	may	disinfect	
masks	but	there	is	no	way	to	know	if	a	mask	has	had	enough,	plus
“We	know	that	prolonged	direct	sunlight	can	degrade	some	of	the	plastic	
materials,	even	the	foam	in	some	of	our	surgical	masks,”	said	an	expert	
from	Johns	Hopkins	U.	Don’t	store	your	mask	hanging	from	your	rear-
view	mirror.	If	it	is	contaminated	your	air	conditioner	will	send	the	virus	
throughout	the	car.	A	used	mask	should	be	folded	with	the	exposed	side	
against	itself.	Anytime	you	touch	a	used	mask	sanitize	your	hands.

Our	own	masks	do	seem	to	protect	us	to	
some	extent.	At	the	least,	it	suggests	that	
if	we	are	exposed	to	the	coronavirus	while	
wearing	a	mask,	our	illness	could	be	less	
severe	or	even	asymptomatic	because	masks	
reduce	the	number	of	virus	particles	we	
breathe	in.	If	you'd	like	some	human-based	
evidence	for	the	benefits	of	masks,	take	the	
tale	of	two	cruise	ships.	On	the	Diamond 
Princess,	where	masks	weren’t	distributed	
as	the	virus	spread,	around	20	percent	of	
the	infected	passengers	were	asymptomatic.	
Twenty	percent	didn’t	get	sick	enough	to	
have	symptoms.	On	another	cruise	ship,	
where	an	outbreak	hit	in	mid-March	and	
surgical	masks	were	given	to	all	passengers,	
81	percent	were	asymptomatic.	Eighty-
one	percent	didn’t	get	sick	enough	to	have	
symptoms.

The	amount	of	viral	particles	someone	is	exposed	to	is	called	the	viral	dose.	Scientists	have	known	for	decades	
that	exposure	to	a	small	amount	of	any	virus	is	easier	for	our	immune	systems	to	overcome	than	exposure	to	a	
large	amount.	Wearing	a	mask	appears	to	be	a	good	way	to	limit	our	own	virus	exposure.	

Source:	Washington Post

Possible Covid Exposure
Breakers Restaurant in Topinabee, MI on August 7, 2020 from noon-1:00 pm

If you were there call 989-358-7970
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Vaccine testing
Operation	Warp	Speed,	the	plan	that	is	causing	vaccine	development	to	speed	along,	is	no	reason	to	question	the	vaccines	
that	result.	Normally	vaccines	take	years	to	produce	because	there	are	many	false	starts,	each	of	which	is	costly.	So	
one	attempt	is	made	and	researchers	await	the	results	before	starting	another	attempt.	The	resulting	vaccines	take	up	
to	a	decade	to	develop.	But	Operation	Warp	Speed	pumped	lots	of	federal	money	into	research	so	that	many	different	
approaches	were	started	simultaneously.	The	federal	government	took	the	financial	risk	out	of	the	process,	thus	speeding	it	
into	months	not	decades.

This	does	not	change	the	FDA	approval	process.	The	FDA	has	been	very	specific.	To	be	approved	a	vaccine	must	be	
at	least	50%	effective	with	a	deviation	that	does	not	allow	that	success	rate	to	fall	below	30%.	So	when	vaccines	start	
to	arrive	be	sure	to	check	the	level	of	efficacy	reported,	some	will	undoubtedly	be	higher	than	the	minimum.	Of	course	
safety	is	a	major	concern.	“The	FDA	recognizes	that	the	pandemic	has	disproportionately	affected	many	populations	
and	strongly	recommends	that	investigators	ensure	sufficient	representation	of	racial	and	ethnic	minorities,	older	adults,	
and	individuals	with	medical	comorbidities	in	the	clinical	trials.	.	.	Developers	will	also	need	to	consider	how	to	provide	
additional	safeguards	for	special	populations,	such	as	children	and	pregnant	women.”	The	authors	of	the	article	in	JAMA,	
one	of	whom	is	an	FDA	doctor,	assure	readers	that	all	trials	will	consider	all	groups.	Even	after	the	vaccine	is	found	safe	
the	“FDA	platforms	such	as	the	Vaccine	Adverse	Event	Reporting	System	can	offer	points	for	post-market	surveillance	of	
COVID-19	vaccines.		Source:	JAMA	August	7,	2020

Asymptomatics equally capable of spreading disease
In	a	study	of	303	people,	36%	of	whom	were	asymptomatic,	many	individuals	with	SARS-CoV-2	infection	remained	
asymptomatic	for	a	prolonged	period,	and	viral	load	was	similar	to	that	in	symptomatic	patients;	therefore,	isolation	of	
infected	persons	should	be	performed	regardless	of	symptoms.
Source:	JAMA August	6,	2020

Children capable of spreading the disease
A	study	of	145	symptomatic	patients	aged	younger	than	1	month	to	65-years-old	was	performed	to	learn	the	viral	load	
of	three	age	groups,	but	particularly	of	the	very	young.	There	were	46	children	younger	than	5-years-old,	51	older	kids	
aged	5	to	17	and	48	adults.	The	results	show	that	“young	children	have	equivalent	or	more	viral	nucleic	acid	in	their	
upper	respiratory	tract	compared	with	older	children	and	adults.	Thus,	young	children	can	potentially	be	important	drivers	
of	SARS-CoV-2	spread	in	the	general	population.	Behavioral	habits	of	young	children	and	close	quarters	in	school	and	
daycare	settings	raise	concern	for	SARS-CoV-2	amplification	in	this	population	as	public	health	restrictions	are	eased.	
In	addition	to	public	health	implications,	this	population	will	be	important	for	targeting	immunization	efforts	as	SARS-
CoV-2	vaccines	become	available.”		Source:	JAMA	July	30,	2020

Virus in air at 16 foot distance
A	research	team	at	the	University	of	Florida	succeeded	in	isolating	live	virus	from	aerosols	collected	at	a	distance	of	
seven	to	16	feet	from	patients	hospitalized	with	Covid-19	—	farther	than	the	six	feet	recommended	in	social	distancing	
guidelines.	The	room	had	six	air	changes	per	hour	and	was	fitted	with	efficient	filters,	ultraviolet	irradiation	and	other	
safety	measures	to	inactivate	the	virus	before	the	air	was	reintroduced	into	the	room	and	sampled.	Source:	New York Times 

People checking Wikipedia for Covid info
As	of	the	end	of	July,	according	to	a	Wikipedia	spokeswoman,	more	than	67,000	editors	had	collaborated	to	create	more	
than	5,000	Wikipedia	articles	in	175	different	languages	about	covid-19	and	its	various	impacts.	Some	of	these,	including	
the	disease’s	main	English-language	article,	are	sensitive	pages	restricted	to	certain	trusted	users	(a	decision	made	by	other	
Wikipedia	volunteers),	according	to	a	Wikipedia	spokeswoman.	By	the	end	of	July,	the	main	English-language	
covid-19	article	had	been	edited	22,000	times	by	more	than	4,000	editors.	The	English-language	covid-19	page	
received	more	than	73	million	page	views	as	of	July	30.
Source:	Washington Post
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WOMEN’S 
SUFFERAGE

AUGUST 18, 1920
The	Nineteenth	Amendment	to	the	Constitution	
was	passed	100	years	ago	this	week.	The	
Nineteenth	Amendment	prohibits	the	states	and	
the	federal	government	from	denying	the	right	to	
vote	to	citizens	of	the	United	States	on	the	basis	
of	sex.	Once	passed	by	Congress	it	moved	on	to	
state	ratification.

Also	this	month	is	the	75th	anniversary	of

Animal Farm -	the	book	and	

Japan	surrenders ending WWII.
President	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	signed	the	
Social	Security	Act	in	1935,	providing	economic	
security	for	workers	when	they	retired.	This	is	
the	85th	anniversary	of	the

Social Security 
Act.
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Midyear Cougar report
DNR	—No	matter	what	you	call	them	–	pumas,	panthers,	mountain	lions	or	cougars	–	these	mysterious	mammals,	and	
suspected	sightings	of	them,	get	people	talking.	The	DNR	wants	residents	to	know	the	department	is	listening	and	keeping	
a	careful	eye	on	where	cougars	reportedly	are	turning	up.

This	year,	the	DNR	has	six	confirmed	reports	of	cougars	in	Michigan,	all	in	the	Upper	Peninsula:	one	each	in	Chippewa,	
Ontonagon	and	Schoolcraft	counties	and	three	in	Delta	County.	In	February,	DNR	Wildlife	Division	staff	confirmed	two	of	
those	reports	after	finding	cougar	tracks	while	conducting	the	U.P.	winter	wolf	track	survey.	Four	additional	sightings	were	
confirmed	after	residents	submitted	trail	camera	photos	of	cougars.

Though	originally	native	to	Michigan,	cougars	were	driven	from	the	state’s	landscape	due	to	several	factors,	including	
habitat	loss,	around	the	early	1900s.	Despite	the	occasional	reported	sightings,	wildlife	experts	say	there’s	no	evidence	of	
a	breeding	population	in	the	state.

The gardens at Heritage Village are producing a bounty of vegetables
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Too much sodium, not enough potassium in U.S. diet
CDC—Most	U.S.	residents	consume	too	much	sodium	and	too	little	potassium,	increasing	the	risk	for	cardiovascular	
disease.	During	2015–2016,	approximately	40%	of	sodium	intake	came	from	the	top	10	food	categories,	which	included	
prepared	foods	with	added	sodium	(e.g.,	deli	meat	sandwiches,	pizza,	burritos	and	tacos,	soups,	savory	snacks).	
Approximately	43%	of	potassium	intake	came	from	the	top	10	categories,	which	included	foods	low	in	added	sodium	
(e.g.,	unflavored	milk,	fruit,	vegetables)	and	prepared	foods.

What	are	the	implications	for	public	health	practice?	Increasing	intake	of	foods	that	are	naturally	low	in	added	
sodium	(e.g.,	fruits	and	vegetables	without	added	salt)	might	have	the	dual	benefit	of	decreasing	sodium	intake	
and	increasing	potassium	intake.

The most favored, the post office, is in crisis
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