
Events in Mackinaw City 

All events listed are still planned, but that may change - check first

August 29 Saturday
•	 Movies	by	the	Bridge:	The Lego Movie,	Michilimackinac	State	Park,	dusk,	free

August 29 - 30 Saturday - Sunday
•	 Corvettes	Across	the	Bridge,	parade	through	town,	7	pm
•	 Arts	and	Craft	Show,	Conkling	Park

September 5 Saturday
•	 Movies	by	the	Bridge:	Star Wars – The Rise of Skywalker,	Michilimackinac	State	Park,	dusk,	

free

September 14 Monday
•	 Historical	Society,	Lynn	Evans	presentation,	Zoom,	7	pm

September 15 Tuesday
•	 Blood	drive,	St.	Anthony	parish	hall,	noon	to	5	pm

September 19 - 20 Saturday-Sunday
•	 Michilimackinac	Secrets	and	Scandals:	History	Revealed,	Colonial	Michilimackinac,	Included	

with	Regular	Admission

Fire at Rodeway Inn
There	was	a	fire	at	the	Rodeway	Inn	this	week.	It	is	now	part	of	an	ongoing	investigation	being	performed	by	the	
Michigan	State	Police	and	the	Mackinaw	City	Fire	Department.	Guests	were	moved	out	and	accommodated	at	the	Super	8	
and	Baymont	Hotels.
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100 Years Ago
Michigan	adopted	women’s	suffrage	in	1918	through	a	state	constitutional	amendment,	along	with	S.	Dakota	and	
Oklahoma.	The	issue	moved	to	the	national	stage.	The	Nineteenth	Amendment	passed	the	House	and	Senate	on	May	19,	
1919.	It	required	ratification	by	thirty-six	states.	In	the	rush	to	ratify,	Michigan’s	Governor	Sleeper	reported	a	special	
session	of	the	state	legislature.	The	state	was	eager	to	be	the	first	to	ratify	the	amendment.	But,	alas,	it	was	the	third	to	
ratify	on	June	10,	1919.	Georgia	was	the	first	to	turn	down	the	amendment	on	July	24,	1919	and	did	not	ratify	it	until	1970.	

Two local women are apparently the only 
celebrants of this 100th anniversary in the 
state. (Linda Rogers and Angie Morthland)
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By	March,	thirty-five	states	had	ratified.	Only	one	more	was	needed.	One	legislator	in	Tennessee	changed	his	vote	after	
receiving	a	letter	from	his	mom,	making	him	the	swing	vote	for	the	entire	state.	Tennessee	ratified	on	August	18,	1920.	On	
August	26,	1920	the	vote	was	certified,	allowing	women	to	vote	in	the	November	presidential	election.	More	than	eight	
million	women	voted.	

The	Nineteenth	Amendment	did	not,	however,	guarantee	any	woman	the	vote.	What	it	said	was	laws	reserving	the	ballot	
for	men	were	unconstitutional.	Women	would	still	have	to	navigate	a	maze	of	state	laws—based	upon	age,	citizenship,	
residency,	mental	competence,	and	more	that	might	keep	them	from	the	polls.	Many	were	excluded.	In	addition,	all	Native	
Americans	were	excluded	because	they	were	not	citizens.	That	changed	in	1924	when	Native	Americans	were	declared	to	
be	citizens.	All	Native	Americans	finally	received	the	right	to	vote	in	1962	when	Utah	finally	allowed	it.
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Village Hall News

Helicopter rides - give feedback

Starting	this	weekend	and	running	through	
September	7,	up	to	60	helicopter	rides	per	
day	will	be	launching	from	just	west	of	the	
zip	line	near	Crossings	Drive	and	flying	
east	over	Conkling	Heritage	Park,	the	state	
marina,	and	the	Icebreaker	Mackinaw.	This	
is	a	test	for	a	potential	permanent	business	
and	Village	Hall	is	asking	everyone	to	give	
feedback	to	village	staff.

Some	council	members	had	questions	about	
safety	and	noise.	Sergio	Troiani,	the	owner,	
revealed	that	this	will	be	his	first	operation	that	is	not	from	an	airport	or	sky	park.	He	also	
conceded	that	there	have	been	noise	concerns,	but	he	has	adjusted	his	flight	paths	to	correct	these	when	they	occurred.	
Mackinaw	City	has	an	ordinance	that	limits	noise	to	60	decibels	at	residential	property	lines	and	70	decibels	at	commercial	
property	lines.	The	helicopter	will	produce	81	decibels	but	will	be	launching	in	the	middle	of	a	field.	It	was	noted	that	
village	ordinances	only	apply	to	the	ground.	Things	that	happen	in	the	air,	like	high	noises,	are	not	regulated	by	village	
ordinance.	The	Icebreaker	Mackinaw	Maritime	Museum	did	lodge	a	concern	about	noise.

The	helicopter	will	fly	at	2,000	feet	and	must	remain	500	feet	from	any	structures.	When	asked	how	high	it	will	be	when	it	
flies	over	S.	Huron	Ave.,	Sergio	could	not	give	an	answer.	Council	voted	five	to	two	in	favor	of	allowing	this	special	use.

Sergio Troiani

The Robinson R44 Clipper II with Pop-out Floats
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DAS/Small Cell Systems

Village	council	had	passed	a	resolution	last	December	against	small	cell	tower	installations	in	town	pending	a	review	of	
village	ordinances.	The	resolution	covered	a	period	of	six	months.	Apparently	Verizon	was	watching	and	waiting	for	the	
resolution	to	expire.	Once	it	did	they	immediately	applied	for	four	towers.	Three	towers	will	be	in	residential	areas,	one	
near	the	Church	of	the	Straits	and	two	on	the	west	side,	and	one	on	S.	Huron.	Council	passed	a	new	moratorium	on	more	
towers	and	scheduled	an	Ordinance	Committee	meeting	to	update	the	rules	for	these	new	tools	of	communication.

Here	is	what	I	wrote	in	the	December	22,	2019	newspaper	when	the	first	resolution	was	passed	by	village	council.
DAS (distributed antenna system) is a 20-year old technology to extend wireless coverage and
capacity beyond cell phone towers. This is used where large numbers of people congregate and 
create data spikes that make it hard for anyone, including Mackinaw residents, to get reliable 
service. DAS uses one central power supply for multiple nodes. Small cell technology is similar 
except it uses a dedicated power supply at each individual node. DAS can support multiple 
frequencies such as 2G, 3G, 4G, and the new 5G and it can be used by multiple service providers.
Small cell systems are tuned to one frequency, are proliferating in expectation of 5G phone 
service and self-driving cars, and only serve one carrier (at least at the current time). Both require 
antennas attached to poles, whether utility poles or purpose-built poles. None are in place at this 
time in Mackinaw City. But once installed on every block the effect was described as “unsightly.” An 
ordinance could give the village footing to contest some installations.

Staff reports

•	 Civil	complaints	are	up	substantially	for	the	year	and	Police	Chief	Woods	attributes	it	
to	opening	of	northern	Michigan	to	visitors	from	downstate.	

•	 Water	superintendent	Rivera	reported	that	the	water	main	suppling	the	Shores	of	Mackinaw	running	along	US-23	
broke	on	July	28th.	With	the	help	of	a	contractor	it	was	fixed	the	next	day.	Sixty	to	seventy	people	were	affected	and	
received	bottled	water	for	three	days.	

•	 DPW	Superintendent	Boesel	reported	the	rebuilt	sign	
at	Conkling	Park	is	now	installed.	

•	 Treasurer	Peppler	reported	that	both	Emmet	and	
Cheboygan	Counties	requested	that	the	village	update	
the	software	used	for	taxes.	Council	approved	the	
expenditure	for	the	software	update.

Those	who	play	the	“license	plate	game”	report	that	they	
have	now	seen	autos	from	all	50	states.

DAS installation
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Mackinaw Athletic Hall of Fame Request for Nominations
Do	you	remember	a	team,	a	player,	a	coach,	or	a	dedicated	volunteer	that	should	be	nominated	for	the	
Mackinaw	City	High	School	Athletic	Hall	of	Fame?	The	nominee	can	be	living	or	deceased	and	the	
committee	in	charge	of	nominations	particularly	wants	to	makes	sure	some	qualified	persons	or	teams	
from	the	early	days	get	nominated.	Do	you	remember	a	stellar	player	from	the	1940s,	50s,	or	60s?	There	
were	remarkable	basketball	teams,	football	teams.	If	you	remember	one	please	nominate	them.	The	
players	must	be	out	of	school	for	10	or	more	years.	Other	individuals	must	be	retired.

The	process	is	easy,	either	stop	by	the	school	to	pick	up	a	form	or	find	it	on	the	athletic	web	site	at	
www.mackinawcitycomets.com	(Go	to	the	More	button	at	the	top	and	then	pick	the	Hall	of	Fame	Nomination	Form.)	The	
form	requests	information	about	the	years	the	person	played,	their	special	accomplishments,	a	letter	of	recommendation,	
and	one	of	support.	They	also	hope	you	can	provide	newspaper	clippings	or	yearbook	confirmation	and	a	photo	of	the	
nominee.	

The	deadline	is	October	1st	and	the	2021	Inductees	will	be	reviewed	and	selected	by	the	committee	in	mid	October.			
Induction	will	be	at	a	basketball	game	in	February	2021.	Other	nominations	are	kept	in	a	file	for	future	consideration.	So	
please	send	in	your	nomination	or	pass	this	along	to	former	classmates	who	might	want	to	nominate	someone.

ST.	IGNACE	NEWS	—	Authorities	are	seeking	photos,	video,	or	
information	about	a	plane	that	flew	under	the	Mackinac	Bridge	in	late	
June.	

“This	was	extremely	reckless	behavior	on	the	part	of	the	pilot,	and	it	
imperiled	the	safety	of	everyone	on	the	bridge	that	day,”	said	Det.	Sgt.	
Gary	Demers	of	the	Michigan	State	Police.	Reckless	operation	of	an	
aircraft	is	a	misdemeanor	under	state	law.

A	U.S.	Coast	Guard	crew	recorded	the	June	28	incident	on	video	
(https://www.dvidshub.net/video/763815/detectives-seek-help-finding-
pilot-who-flew-under-mackinac-bridge)	.	Anyone	with	information	
can	contact	state	police	at	(906)	643-7582	or	the	Coast	Guard	at	
https://www.p3tips.com/878.

HISTORY	
On April 24, 1959, Captain John S. Lappo, an officer in the Strategic Air 
Command, operating from Lockbourne AFB flew his Boeing B-47 Stratojet 
beneath the bridge. Following a general court-martial, he was grounded for life. 

On September 10, 1978, a small private plane carrying United States Marine 
Corps Reserve officers smashed into one of the bridge’s suspension cables 
while flying in a heavy fog. The impact tore the wings off the plane, which then 
plunged into the Straits of Mackinac. All three men were killed.

Two months ago a plane flew under the Mackinac Bridge
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Sometimes	it	seems	like	yesterday	when	my	brother	Richard	and	I	bought	this	gas/service	station	when	in	fact,	it	has	been	
close	to	40	years.	After	semi-retiring	for	a	while,	I	was	cast	back	into	the	heart	of	things.	Although	my	heart	and	soul	are	here,	
my	body	is	telling	me	otherwise.

In	the	beginning,	I	learned	as	much	as	I	could	from	Richard	until	he	decided	to	move	on.	My	wife	Dawn	and	I	decided	to	forge	
ahead	with	my	daughter	Nicole	and	my	son	Nathan	at	our	side.	We	headed	off	into	this	adventure	and	never	looked	back.	We	
went	from	not	having	two	nickels	to	rub	together,	to	owning	and	building	a	wonderful	business.	As	our	business	grew,	and	age	
finally	became	a	factor,	my	son	Nate	started	to	help	with	some	of	the	work	and	Nate’s	wife	Melissa	did	the	record	keeping.	
But	in	the	end	Nate’s	life	is	not	in	the	mechanic	field.	We	are	in	a	place	where	we	need	someone	who	can	buy	this	business	and	
continue	running	it	with	the	same	love	and	community	standards	that	we	have	strived	to	achieve.	

We	would	be	remiss,	if	we	did	not	acknowledge	some	of	the	people	that	made	our	business	possible.	First,	we	want	to	thank	
our	customers	whether	they	were	from	the	surrounding	area	or	passing	through.	A	break	down	is	a	traumatic	event.	We	always	
tried	to	treat	anyone	in	that	situation	with	a	smile,	a	kind	word,	a	good	work	ethic,	and	most	of	all	an	affordable	price.	Over	the	
years,	we	allowed	people	to	receive	services	that	they	did	not	have	the	money	to	pay	for	at	the	time	because	we	have	been	in	
those	desperate	positions.	Sometimes,	we	all	need	a	helping	hand	and	that	is	what	we	tried	to	do	for	those	that	at	the	time	were	
less	fortunate.	In	the	end,	more	times	then	not	it	all	worked	out,	and	people	found	a	way	to	pay	us	back.

Next	a	huge	thank	you	to	the	many	businesses	that	supplied	parts	especially	Carquest	of	Cheboygan	(Don	Landon,	family,	
and	employees),	Carquest	of	Petoskey	(Dave	Peterson,	family	and	employees),	Spies,	Interstate	Batteries,	the	area	tow	truck	
drivers,	and	the	many	other	part	stores	and	tire	stores	in	Cheboygan,	St.	Ignace,	Petoskey,	and	Indian	River.	The	Carquest	
family	had	the	ability	to	get	us	parts,	almost	on	demand,	and	then	take	the	time	to	deliver	them.	Without	all	of	theses	
establishments,	we	would	not	have	been	successful.

Over	the	years,	we	have	had	several	top-notch	mechanics	that	added	to	the	diversity	of	the	work	and	made	most	cars	
serviceable.	Initially	we	had	Dave	Hedges	as	our	lead	mechanic,	followed	by	Scott	Gregory.	Our	third	mechanic	was	Todd	
Spencer,	who	because	of	illness	had	to	retire,	and	finally	we	are	finishing	our	tenure	with	Eric	Bancroft.	All	have	played	an	
important	part	in	our	business	and	were	a	major	
part	of	our	success.

This	to	let	everyone	that	depends	on	us	know	
that	we	appreciate	them.	As	of	the	18th	of	
September	2020,	we	will	be	closing	our	doors	
under	the	Krueger	Auto	Repair	banner.	We	are	
trying	our	best	to	find	someone	that	will	buy	
and	continue	to	run	the	only	service	station	in	
our	area.	If	a	sale	does	not	happen,	we	want	to	
recommend	to	all	our	customers	that	they	should	
search	out	another	repair	facility.	

We	will	certainly	miss	our	time,	friendships	and	
all	the	service	we	have	provided.	This	is	not	
the	way	we	expected	our	business	to	end,	and	
we	have	not	given	up	hope	for	this	business	to	
continue	to	grow	and	flourish.	But	for	now,	it	is	a	
sad	reality.	Our	family	will	forever	be	indebted	to	
this	gracious	community.

Sincerely,	Gerald	and	Dawn	Krueger

Jerry Krueger and Eric Bancroft still working for a few more weeks. Then both will 
retire.

The business is listed with Coldwell Banker, Jim Bell 231-330-1359. 
Krueger’s Auto Repair, 101 Louvigny St., 231-436-5295
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What Are Those Black Dots on my Windshield?
At	some	point	while	driving	or	examining	your	vehicle,	you	may	have	noticed	a	somewhat	curious	pattern	along	

the	edge	of	the	windshield	consisting	of	black	dots,	and	commented	to	yourself,	“I	wonder	what	those	are	for?”	The	
answer	to	this	mystery	is	rather	simple.

The	modern	windshield	is	a	marvel	of	engineering,	and	is	one	of	the	most	under-appreciated	components	of	a	
vehicle.	Part	of	that	engineering	involves	how	the	windshield	is	bonded	to	the	frame.	You	may	have	also	noticed	the	
black	band	along	the	periphery	of	the	windshield,	it	is	called	the	frit.

The	frit	is	a	black	enamel	band	that	is	baked	into	the	edges	of	the	windshield	glass,	accompanied	by	the	border	of	
black	dots.	The	purpose	of	the	frit	is	to	provide	an	etched	surface	that	allows	adhesive	to	bond	to	the	glass.	When	a	
manufacturer	installs	a	new	windshield,	or	an	auto	glass	specialist	replaces	your	windshield,	the	glass	is	bonded	to	
the	vehicle	with	the	frit	as	the	contact	point	between	the	glass	and	the	frame.	

There	is	a	triple	purpose	here,	though.	In	production	the	frit	is	applied	to	the	glass	in	a	very	hot	oven.	The	black	
heats	faster	than	the	rest	of	the	glass.	Dots	are	applied	to	spread	the	heat	and	thus	avoid	optical	distortion	in	the	
glass.

While	the	inward	facing	side	of	the	frit	allows	adhesive	to	bond	to	the	glass,	the	outward	facing	side	of	the	frit	acts	
as	a	shield	against	UV	radiation	in	order	to	protect	the	adhesive	bond,	which	would	otherwise	be	weakened	by	
continual	exposure	to	direct	sunlight.

Cosmetically,	the	frit	also	nicely	conceals	the	adhesive	used	to	install	the	windshield	and	provides	a	more	“polished”	
appearance.	The	dissolving/shrinking	effect	of	the	black	dots	provides	a	more	visually	appealing	transition	from	the	
black	border	of	the	frit	to	the	transparent	glass,	and	also	provides	a	small	amount	of	heat	dissipation.	The	dots	do	
provide	some	level	of	sun	shade	as	well.	
It	is	a	camouflage	that	makes	the	frit	and	
dots	unnoticeable.

Some	manufacturers	use	this	to	the	
occupants’	advantage	by	expanding	the	
dot	pattern	downward	between	sun	visors	
to	create	a	kind	of	“third	visor”,	which	
helps	to	reduce	glare	from	sunlight	that	
the	driver	and	passenger	visors	can’t	
block.	Some	car	makers	even	take	it	a	
step	further	and	use	small	logos	or	other	
unique	designs	in	place	of	the	traditional	
circular	dots.

Source:	https://dedona.com/the-purpose-of-
the-frit-black-band-and-spots-on-windshield/
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State News

Why ballots were rejected
Ten	thousand	absentee	ballots	were	rejected	in	the	Michigan	primaries.	Here	is	why:
	 6,405	ballots	were	late
	 2,225	due	to	either	the	signature	not	matching	the	one	a	voter	had	on	file	or	no	signature	being	present
	 1,111	absentee	because	the	voter	moved
	 846	because	the	voter	died	between	the	time	of	turning	in	the	ballot	and	election	day
	 51	because	the	voter	canceled
	 31	because	an	envelope	was	sent	with	no	ballot	inside	
	 24	because	an	identification	of	the	voter	could	not	be	confirmed
	 1	ballot	was	rejected	because	the	individual	was	incarcerated	at	the	time	of	voting

School rules from state
Michigan	schools	can	restart	this	fall	with	online-only,	in-person	or	blended	instruction	but	will	be	required	to	revisit	that	
decision	monthly	and	allow	for	parental	feedback	in	public	meetings	under	a	new	bipartisan	deal	between	Gov.	Whitmer	
and	legislative	leaders.

Park use and trash up
Bridge	-	Michigan’s	beaches,	campgrounds,	hiking	trails	and	harbors	are	logging	record	attendance	this	summer,	as	
vacationers	seek	relief	from	COVID-19	cabin	fever.	At	Sleeping	Bear	Dunes	National	Lakeshore,	July	crowds	shattered	
an	all-time	record,	with	more	than	590,000	visitors.	In	July	2019,	the	lakeshore	saw	just	under	500,000.	At	Tahquamenon	
Falls	State	Park,	day-use	attendance	in	July	was	nearly	60,000,	up	4	percent	from	last	year’s	already	higher-than-average	
numbers,	and	the	campground	was	full	virtually	all	month.	Statewide,	nights	reserved	in	July	were	up	25	percent	at	
state	campgrounds	along	with	“unprecedented”	attendance	at	first-come,	first-served	rustic	campgrounds.	Harbor	slips	
reservations	are	up	14	percent	and	off-road	vehicle	trail	permits	are	up	22	percent.	But	this	has	lead	to	trash	being	dumped	
everywhere,	people	defecating	in	inappropriate	spots,	cars	parked	illegally,	and	illegal	camping.

Governor wants census counting period returned to end of October
Gov.	Whitmer	and	many	other	state	governors	sent	a	joint	letter	to	the	U.S.	Census	Bureau	and	the	U.S.	Department	of	
Commerce	urging	them	to	reinstate	the	Census	collection	and	response	period	to	October	31.	The	Census	Bureau	recently	
slashed	the	period	by	an	entire	month	to	September	30,	2020.	In	Michigan	alone,	3.3	million	people	are	considered	Hard	to	
Count	(HTC)	based	on	the	Census	Bureau’s	own	Low	Response	Score	calculation	which	factors	in	internet	access,	rental	
rate	and	more	to	determine	which	areas	are	less	likely	to	respond	to	the	2020	census.

Michigan asks for $300 per week supplemental benefits
The	Michigan	Unemployment	Insurance	Agency	(UIA)	was	approved	by	United	States	Federal	Emergency	Management	
Administration	(FEMA)	for	funding	that	would	provide	an	additional	$300	per	week	payment	to	Michiganders	receiving	
unemployment	benefits.	The	UIA	estimates	that	under	the	program,	about	910,000	Michiganders,	just	under	10%,	would	
receive	at	least	$300	per	week	in	supplemental	benefits.	The	program	allows	for	existing	Unemployment	Trust	Fund	
payments	delivered	by	Michigan’s	Unemployment	Insurance	Agency	to	count	as	the	25%	matching	funds	required	for	
participation.	Eligible	claimants	will	be	paid	benefits	retroactive	to	August	1.	It	is	unclear	how	long	funding	will	last.	

60 drownings this summer
According	to	the	Great	Lakes	Surf	Rescue	Project,	a	nonprofit	that	tracks	drownings,	there	have	been	over	900	drownings	in	
the	Great	Lakes	since	2010.	In	2020,	there	have	already	been	60	drownings	—	34	of	which	took	place	in	Lake	Michigan.

Some closures might change
AP	—	Gov.	Gretchen	Whitmer	said	Wednesday	that	her	administration	is	assessing	the	risk	of	reopening	Michigan	
businesses	that	have	been	closed	for	five	months	to	curb	the	spread	of	the	coronavirus,	saying	she	will	have	more	to	say	next	
week.	Movie	theaters,	gyms	and	indoor	pools	are	among	the	places	that	remain	barred	from	operating	in	much	of	the	state.
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Illegal alcohol into Michigan amounts to one-third of supply
An	estimated	one-third	of	all	alcohol	shipped	into	the	state	during	the	second	and	third	quarters	of	2019	came	into	
Michigan	illegally,	per	data	released	by	the	Michigan	Beer	and	Wine	Wholesalers	Association.	Of	the	1,535,616	bottles	
of	alcohol	shipped	into	Michigan	from	January	2019	through	September	2019,	it’s	believed	484,101	bottles	of	wine	were	
illegally	shipped	into	the	state.	Every	time	an	unlicensed,	out-of-state	retailer	illegally	ships	alcohol	into	Michigan,	they	
rob	our	state	of	tax	revenue.	Over	the	last	several	years	the	attorney	general’s	office	has	issued	873	cease	&	desist	letters	
to	non-licensed	out-of-state	wineries.

Cars to become more fuel efficient
NY Times		—Ford,	Honda,	BMW,	Volkswagen	and	Volvo	sealed	a	binding	agreement	with	California	to	follow	the	state’s	
stricter	tailpipe	emissions	rules.	Under	the	California	agreement,	the	automakers,	which	together	make	up	about	30	
percent	of	the	United	States	auto	market,	will	be	required	to	increase	their	average	fuel	economy	from	about	38	miles	per	
gallon	today	to	about	51	miles	per	gallon	by	2026.	It	is	expected	that	the	agreement	will	produce	similar	fuel	economy	in	
all	states	despite	President	Trump’s	regulation	changes.

Patchwork of rules keep travelers home - but U.P. doing fine
Forty	percent	of	American	travelers	do	not	feel	safe	traveling	outside	their	home	communities.		And	only	forty	five	
percent	feel	safe	dining	in	local	restaurants	and	shopping	in	local	stores.	This	last	factor	is	critical	to	monitor	as	leisure	
travel	is	unlikely	to	accelerate	its	growth	until	more	travelers	become	more	comfortable	moving	around	within	their	own	
communities.	Inconsistent	and	ever-changing	travel	restrictions	and	health	protocols	across	cities	and	states	is	causing	
American	travelers	to	be	hesitant	about	traveling	in	the	U.S.		As	a	whole,	tourism	spending	in	the	U.P.	this	August	is	on	
pace	with	August	2019.	People	are	interested	in	outdoor	space.	The	U.P.	has	that	says	Travel	Michigan.	The	U.P.	makes	
up	nearly	one-third	of	Michigan’s	land	mass,	but	only	accounts	for	3%	of	the	state’s	population.	It	has	had	806	COVID-19	
cases,	accounting	for	0.9%	of	the	state’s	total.

Michigan job prospects
A	job	field	projected	to	experience	the	most	growth	is	the	health	services	industry,	which	will	account	for	some	of	the	
largest	employment	market	gains	through	2028	because	a	large	segment	of	the	general	population	is	aging	and	as	the	
baby	boomer	generation	starts	to	retire,	many	will	leave	health	care	jobs.	There	also	will	be	an	increased	demand	for	
business	and	financial	professionals,	particularly	accountants.	The	advent	of	new	financial	products	and	technological	
advancements	in	the	financial	industry	are	buoying	prospects.	There	will	be	an	increased	need	for	computer	information	
managers	(780	annual	openings),	computer	user	support	specialists	(1,750	annual	openings)	and	software	developers	
(2,600	annual	openings).

Flint settlement
Michigan	will	pay	$600	million	to	compensate	Flint	residents	whose	health	was	damaged	by	lead-tainted	drinking	water	
after	the	city	heeded	state	regulators’	advice	not	to	treat	it	properly.	It	includes:
•	 Working	to	help	the	city	complete	lead	service-line	replacement;		
•	 	A	2021	State	budget	that	includes	millions	of	dollars	for	Flint’s	ongoing	nutrition	programs,	child	health	care	

services,	early	childhood	programs,	lead	prevention	and	abatement,	school	aid,	services	to	seniors,	and	other	programs	
supporting	people	in	Flint	who	were	previously	exposed	to	lead	and	other	contaminants.	

Secretary of State offers special appointments
Department	of	State	branch	offices	will	offer	special	appointments	for	license	or	state	identification	card	renewals	for	
extended	hours	during	the	week,	Secretary	of	State	Jocelyn	Benson	announced.	Customers	can	now	make	appointments	
for	between	4	and	7	pm	Monday	through	Friday	for	dates	starting	August	24	and	running	through	September	
30,	2020,	specifically	for	license	renewals	and	state	identification	card	renewals	that	expire	between	January	1	
and	September	30,	2020,	tasks	that	must	be	done	in	person.	Things	that	can	be	done	online	should	be	done	that	
way.
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Cost of natural gas goes up
New	natural	gas	rates	will	take	effect	Oct.	1,	2020.	A	residential	customer	using	100	cubic	feet	of	gas	a	month	will	see	an	
increase	of	approximately	$2.97,	or	3.9%,	on	their	monthly	bill.	When	an	infrastructure	recovery	mechanism	goes	into	
effect	in	January	2021,	the	same	customer	will	see	an	increase	of	approximately	63	cents,	or	0.8%,	for	a	total	increase	of	
$3.60,	or	4.7%.	Under	a	settlement,	DTE	Gas	also	agreed	to:	
•	 	Make	a	one-time	donation	of	$1	million	to	The	Heat	and	Warmth	Fund,	which	helps	struggling	households	pay	utility	

bills.	The	cost	of	the	donation	will	be	borne	by	DTE	Energy	shareholders	and	not	recovered	from	ratepayers.
•	 	Launch	a	demand	response	pilot	program	in	winter	2021-2022	in	line	with	recommendations	from	the	MPSC’s	2019	

Statewide	Energy	Assessment	to	increase	resilience	when	energy	supplies	or	delivery	are	constrained.	The	company	
will	hold	a	conference	with	interested	parties	to	share	and	refine	proposals	and	implementation.	

•	 	Include	a	10-year	natural	gas	delivery	plan	in	its	next	general	rate	case	that	will	provide	a	framework	for	the	
next	decade	of	investment	in	its	natural	gas	infrastructure.	Long-term	infrastructure	plans	for	gas	utilities	were	
recommended	in	the	Statewide	Energy	Assessment	to	better	prioritize	investments	based	on	cost,	safety	risk,	
resilience,	and	other	factors.

Contact tracers only reach 60% of those exposed
State	contact	tracing	efforts	for	Covid-19	exposure	are	still	only	successful	roughly	60	percent	of	the	time,	Dr.	Joneigh	
Khaldun,	chief	executive	for	health	with	the	Department	of	Health	and	Human	Services	said	Wednesday	while	urging	
residents	to	participate.	State	contact	tracers	have	made	more	than	100,000	calls	from	those	testing	positive	since	early	
May.	Cases	are	reported	in	the	home	county	of	infected	individuals,	not	in	the	county	they	are	visiting	when	tested.

DNR drone recovered
The	Michigan	Department	of	Environment,	Great	Lakes,	and	Energy	(EGLE)	has	recovered	a	drone	sent	to	the	bottom	of	
Lake	Michigan	by	an	unhappy	bald	eagle	in	Michigan’s	Upper	Peninsula.	EGLE’s	Willful	Eagle	Trauma	Team	Engaged	in	
Retrieval	pulled	the	soggy	hardware	from	the	lakebed	Tuesday	afternoon	at	almost	the	exact	GPS	coordinates	of	its	final,	
frantic,	transmission.	It	was	resting	upside	down	in	the	muck	and	missing	a	propeller,	but	otherwise	showed	little	evident	
damage	from	the	encounter.

The waterfront includes a kite surfer, Enbridge barges, a cruise ship and a freighter. There is no more interesting place to live.
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Post Office - Has Had Political Problems Before - Service vs. Business
	by	Dr.	Philip	F.	Rubio,	North	Carolina	A&T	State	University,	written	for	Politico	magazine.

The	United	States	Postal	Office	was	founded	in	1775,	designed	as	the	national	communications	network.	It	grew	from	the	
mandate	in	the	constitution.	All	Americans	were	to	be	within	reach	of	the	post.	This	spurred	a	huge	national	investment	
in	post	roads,	roads	that	could	carry	the	mail.	Many	of	Michigan’s	first	roads	were	post	roads.	The	thinking	was	that	the	
new	nation	required	an	informed	citizenry.	Editors	and	members	of	Congress	could	send	newspapers	through	the	mail	for	
free.	Individuals	could	mail	newspapers	for	less	than	two	cents.	(This	service	was	curtailed	just	prior	to	the	Civil	War	as	
southerners	complained	about	Abolitionist	newspapers	arriving	in	the	south.)	Letters,	on	the	other	hand,	were	originally	
quite	expensive	to	mail	and	people	looked	for	alternative	delivery	methods.	In	our	area	this	was	often	passing	ships.	
Responding	to	consumers	being	gouged	by	private	carriers	letter	mail	rates	were	decreased	in	the	1840s	and	50s.

And	yet	for	its	innovation	to	help	develop	America,	there	have	also	been	ways	that	it	has	compromised	democracy.	In	
1802,	the	longest-serving	postmaster	general,	Gideon	Granger,	convinced	Congress	to	pass	a	law	making	postal	work	
white-only.	He	was	concerned	that	African-Americans	would	see	themselves	as	government	workers	and	therefore	entitled	
to	freedom.	President	Andrew	Jackson,	trying	to	keep	slavery	out	of	the	presidential	debates	of	1836,	recommended	that	
southern	postmasters	make	a	list	of	people	in	their	communities	who	wanted	abolitionist	materials	so	their	names	could	be	
publicized	in	the	media.	

It	was	not	Jackson’s	first	abuse	of	the	system.	In	1829	three-quarters	of	all	civilian	officers	in	the	federal	government	
worked	for	the	Post	Office.	In	addition,	the	Post	Office	paid	some	editors	for	advertising	postal	routes	in	their	papers,	a	
perk	that	proved	valuable	to	editors	and	opened	newspaper	content	to	political	abuse.	Upon	his	arrival	in	office,	Jackson	
dismissed	dozens	of	career-long	civil	servants	under	the	theory	of	“rotation	of	office,”	or	what	his	political	opponents	
derided	as	“the	spoils	system.”	The	president	replaced	many	of	postmasters	with	loyal	editors	who	had	broadcast	bitter	
and	abusive	rhetoric	while	campaigning	on	his	behalf	in	the	election	of	1828.	Critics	pointed	to	heretofore	unseen	levels	
of	partisanship,	corruption,	
and	incompetency.	
Complaints	of	partisan	
abuses	of	free	delivery	of	
newspapers	and	irregular	
mail	delivery	grew.	The	
postmaster	general,	
Jackson’s	appointee,	
was	asked	to	cancel	the	
construction	of	a	new	post	
office	in	Missouri	because	
the	area	was	reportedly	
filled	with	residents	who	
were	“the	most	violent	
political	enemies	of	the	
administration.”

A	Senate	committee	
revealed	abuses	in	an	
exhaustive	report	released	
in	July	1834.	“Along	
the	way,	the	Post	Office	
accumulated	alarming	
deficits:	it	owed	
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$488,000	to	state	banks	and	$635,000	to	private	contractors.	What	the	committee	uncovered	was	a	secret	political	clique	
of	Jacksonian	financiers,	newspaper	editors,	and	postmasters	who	misappropriated	public	money	in	an	attempt	to	shape	
public	opinion	and	advance	party	interests.”*		(Sound	familiar?)	Over	the	next	100+	years,	problems	came	and	went.

By	the	1960s,	the	Post	Office	lagged	behind	technologically;	morale	was	low	as	was	pay.	Employee	turnover	on	the	eve	
of	the	1970	nationwide	postal	wildcat	strike	was	26	percent.	The	Post	Office	was	running	up	deficits	of	close	to	a	billion	
dollars	a	year.	And	eventually,	there	was	a	debate	about	how	to	reform	the	Post	Office.	The	conclusion	was	that	it	needed	
to	become	more	businesslike.	The	idea	of	the	Post	Office	providing	a	service	was	replaced	with	the	idea	of	it	being	an	
efficiently	run	business.

In	1969	President	Richard	Nixon	appointed	a	new	postmaster	general,	a	Republican	who	worked	on	Nixon’s	campaign,	
and	both	promoted	the	idea	of	a	postal	corporation.	Nixon	would	not	provide	any	raises	unless	his	postal	corporation	
was	passed.	So	in	New	York	City,	rank-and-file	letter	carriers	struck	on	March	18,	1970.	Keep	in	mind	postal	striking	
was	—	and	still	is	—	illegal.	They	struck	for	eight	days,	slowing	and	stopping	mail	just	as	income	tax	payments	should	
have	been	flowing	into	Washington.	The	Nixon	administration	realized	they	couldn’t	fire	them	all	so	made	offers.	And	
they	began	negotiating	and	actually	got	most	of	what	they	wanted	
including	collective	bargaining	rights,	the	only	federal	employees	with	
these	rights,	and	Nixon	got	his	postal	corporation.	He	signed	the	Postal	
Reorganization	Act	fifty	years	ago:	August	12,	1970.

The	assumption	that	the	postal	service	was	essential	was	never	
questioned	until	after	1970.	Conservative	political	forces	and	private	
carriers	—	FedEx	started	in	1971	—	started	a	campaign	to	privatize	the	
Postal	Service.	In	the	70s	and	80s,	there	was	an	ideological	campaign	
promoting	the	narrative	that	the	post	office	is	an	unfair	monopoly,	that	it	
was	a	dinosaur	—	and	this	was	before	the	first	e-mail.

Now	the	last	four	Postmaster	Generals,	before	DeJoy,	have	been	career	
employees.	And	while	they’ve	seemed	to	be	more	sympathetic	towards	
the	idea	of	service,	they	have	participated	in	a	gradual	downsizing	of	the	
Postal	Service.	The	two	Postmasters	General	before	current	Postmaster	
General	DeJoy,	both	proposed	to	eliminate	Saturday	delivery,	close	
mail-processing	plants,	close	post	offices,	cut	hours,	cut	retail	window	
times.	DeJoy	has	ramped	up	this	trend.

The	Post	Office	is	a	$1.6	trillion	dollar	industry.	Nationally	it	employs	
637,000	full	and	part-time	workers.	Michigan	has	20,917	total	postal	
workers,	of	which	12,630	are	mail	carriers	earning	a	mean	annual	wage	
of	$51,340.	The	2006	Postal	Accountability	and	Enhancement	Act	
required	the	USPS	to	pay	roughly	$5.5	billion	dollars	a	year	for	10	years	
to	prefund	a	Retirees	Health	Benefit	Fund.	This	prefunding	mandate	put	
the	USPS	in	perpetual	debt	despite	typically	earning	annual	operational	
revenue	surpluses	between	1995	and	2018

*	http://werehistory.org/a-vast-political-corporation-the-power-of-the-post-office-in-the-bank-war/

AP—	Mail	sorting	equipment	was	found	dismantled	outside	a	U.S.	Postal	Service	facility	in	the	Grand	Rapids	
area,	a	day	after	the	postmaster	general	said	equipment	would	stay	in	place	across	the	country,	a	TV	station	
reported	Wednesday.	WOOD-TV	posted	video	of	the	equipment	and	a	full	trash	bin	nearby.	Amy	Puhalski,	
president	of	a	postal	workers	union	in	western	Michigan,	said	six	of	35	machines	have	been	dismantled	in	the	
Grand	Rapids	area.

page	12 page	13August 23, 2020

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



The pandemic has cut postal use - could help with ballots

Pandemic leaves the post office with excess capacity
Between	April	and	June	of	this	year,	the	volume	of	marketing	mail	—	like	catalogs	and	fliers	—	has	plummeted	36	
percent	compared	with	the	same	period	last	year.	First-class	mail,	like	letters	and	bills,	has	fallen,	too.	Even	with	a	normal	
Christmas	surge	and	an	unusually	high	number	of	mail-in	ballots,	overall	postal	volume	between	October	and	December	
would	most	likely	be	less	than	last	year’s	Christmas	season	by	more	than	one	billion	pieces	of	mail.

If	half	of	registered	voters	from	2018	chose	to	vote	by	mail,	that	would	mean	that	the	post	office	would	have	to	process	
153	million	pieces	of	mail.	This	spring’s	first-class	mail	volume	was	already	down	1.2	billion	pieces	from	the	same	period	
last	year.	Assuming	the	seasonal	trends	this	year	match	those	in	the	past,	the	additional	mail-in	ballots	in	the	fall	still	
wouldn’t	push	first-class	mail	volume	anywhere	near	last	year’s	levels,	unless	they	were	all	mailed	the	week	before	the	
election.

Source: New York Times

Postal Service as Law 
Enforcement

The Postal Inspection Service was the 
nation’s first law enforcement agency. The 
USPIS made 5,759 arrests in 2019, leading 
to nearly 5,000 convictions, mostly involving 
mail theft, mail fraud or prohibited mailings, 
the agency says.

About 200 federal crimes are related to 
mail, making the USPIS’s activity broad 
and constantly evolving for its nearly 1,300 
inspectors.

For instance, narcotic transit by mail has 
exploded in recent years, leading to 19,000 
arrests and the seizure of $18 million in 
drug proceeds from 2010 through last 
year, and romance scams leveraging the 
Internet to fleece lonely hearts for millions 
are tracked by investigators. The agency 
has also investigated the movement of child 
pornography, arrives at the front lines of 
disasters such as fires and hurricanes to 
restart mail service and, of course, leads 
efforts to combat mail fraud.

The arrest this week of Steve Bannon was 
by postal inspection agents.

Source: Washington Post
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Covid exposures in St. Ignace
Possible	exposure	at	the	Captain’s	Quarters	Wash	
&	Dry	Dock	Coin	Laundromat	occurred	
			between	11	am	to	noon	Wednesday,	August	12,	
			11am	to	noon	Friday,	August	14,	and	
			2	pm	to	3	pm	Saturday,	August	15.	

Possible	exposure	times	at	Bentley’s	B-M-L	Café	
occurred	between	1	pm	and	2	pm	August	14.	If	
you	were	present,	monitor	for	symptoms	and	
contact	LMAS	District	Health	Department	at	906-
643-1100	or	1-800-562-4832.

Saliva test approved by 
FDA

Now	Yale	University	researchers	have	
developed	a	saliva-based	assay	that	
is	easier	to	administer	and	analyze	
than	the	standard	nasal	swabs	and	
can	be	manufactured	using	a	range	
of	chemical	suppliers.	The	FDA	
granted	the	COVID-19	diagnostic	test,	
called	SalivaDirect,	
an	emergency	use	
authorization	last	week.

State issues fines to 
businesses for not 

protecting employees

AP	—	The	state	on	Friday	
fined	six	Michigan	businesses	
thousands	of	dollars	for	
allegedly	not	protecting	
workers	from	the	coronavirus,	
in	what	was	described	as	an	
initial	round	of	citations	as	
regulators	confront	a	five-fold	
increase	in	safety	complaints	
during	the	pandemic.

The		businesses	include	a	
gym,	a	financial	services	
business,	a	gas	station,	a	
contractor,	UPS,	and	a	roofer.	
the	fines	were	between	$5,300	
and	$7,000.
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25 YEARS AGO August 1995
The	Mackinac	State	Historic	Parks	celebrated	their	100th	anniversary	with	a	beautiful	afternoon	concert	at	Maritime	Park	
performed	by	the	U.S.	Army	Drill	Team	and	Michigan	National	Guard.

The	paper	was	full	of	letters	to	the	editor	with	passionate	comments	on	Headlands	as	a	park,	and	the	proposed	casino.	
The	paper	reflected	the	massive	development	facing	Mackinaw:	Shepler’s	retail	development,	the	casino,	and	Headlands.	
Controversies	swirling	around	all	of	them.

Shepler development
Shepler	Drive	on	the	south	end	of	the	Crossings	Development	
was	under	discussion.	It	would	run	between	Nicolet	and	S.	
Huron	Sts.	According	to	village	regulations,	since	it	connected	
two	streets,	it	was	a	street	and	must	be	66-feet	wide.	The	
proposed	road,	which	Shepler’s	called	an	access	drive,	would	
only	be	42-feet	wide.	Shepler’s	was	asking	for	a	variance	for	the	
narrower	road.	After	discussing	whether	the	access	should	have	
a	dead	end	along	its	path	and	thus	not	become	a	road,	or	if	it	did	
connect	both	major	Mackinaw	streets	how	much	traffic	would	
it	carry.	Ultimately	the	council	approved	the	variance	for	the	
narrow	roadbed.

Plans	for	the	Shepler	development,	called	at	that	time	Old	Town,	
called	for	shops	of	almost	38,000	square	feet,	restaurants	of	
6,000	square	feet,	a	movie	theater	with	720	seats	and	the	Depot	
Restaurant	of	3,200	square	feet.	Total	parking	would	be	433	
spaces.

Casino
There	was	a	casino	“scoping	session”	in	late	July.	The	meeting,	was	held	in	the	Ramada’s	conference	center,	was	
attended	by	350	people,	half	from	town	and	half	from	nearby.	Frank	Ettawageshik,	tribal	chairman,	explained	the	tribe’s	
legal	status	and	plan.	Mike	Jacobson	spoke	for	the	firm	that	would	loan	the	money	for	the	project	and	then	manage	it	for	
30%	of	revenues.	Earth	Tech	explained	the	environmental	impact	study	needed	to	start	the	process.	It	would	include	a	
traffic	study.	A	petition	against	the	casino	was	presented	with	366	signatures.

Then	the	public	commented.	Arguments	against	were:	1)	the	implication	from	a	casino	that	you	can	get	rich	without	
work,	2)	Mackinaw’s	historical	past	would	be	trampled,	3)	gambling	is	against	the	word	of	God,	4)	gambling	harms	
families,	5)	based	on	a	report	from	the	Sault	the	town	should	expect	more	drifters,	insufficient	fund	checks,	violent	crime,	
and	increased	home	repossessions.

The	arguments	for	the	casino	were:	1)	it	would	draw	more	people	to	town	and	thus	draw	more	investment,	2)	it	would	
provide	more	entertainment	options	for	visitors,	3)	tax	and	revenues	for	the	village	would	increase,	4)	the	increased	
demand	for	workers	would	increase	wage	rates	and	the	number	of	jobs,	St.	Ignace	experienced	600	additional	jobs,	5)	
allow	Native	American	workers	who	currently	cross	into	St.	Ignace	to	stay	in	their	home	community,	and	6)	year-round	
work	would	help	other	local	year-round	businesses.

A	large	group	of	residents	attended	the	subsequent	council	meeting	to	hear	what	council	was	thinking	about	the	
proposed	casino.	The	meeting	concluded	with	the	scheduling	of	a	public	hearing	to	get	community	input.	The	
crowd	was	clearly	opposed	to	the	casino	fearing	it	would	divert	tourist	money	from	downtown	businesses.	A	
second	“scoping	session”	will	be	held.

page	16August 23, 2020

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



25 YEARS AGO August 1995
Misc.
Church	of	the	Straits	announced	a	licensed	Day	Care	for	up	to	30	children	ages	3	to	10	from	8	am	to	5	pm.	The	state	was	
providing	a	financial	subsidy	for	qualifying	working	parents.	It	was	expected	that	two-thirds	to	three-quarters	of	Straits	
Area	parents	would	qualify.

Larger	than	expected	amounts	of	asbestos	were	found	at	the	former	Marathon	tank	farm.	Removal	was	being	bid	out	by	
the	state.	The	state	asked	Mackinaw	City	for	its	ideas	on	how	to	develop	the	property.

The	state	agreed	to	provide	their	share	of	funding	to	purchase	Headlands	if	Mackinaw	guaranteed	its	portion.	Mackinaw	
City	had	until	the	end	of	October	to	decide.	That	gave	them	time	to	await	the	results	of	a	feasibility	study.

The	earlier	retreat	on	governmental	planning	had	produced	the	second	inter-governmental	meeting	where	all	local	units	of	
government	discussed	the	casino,	trash	downtown,	gum	on	the	sidewalks,	and	limits	of	the	sewer	plant.	A	joint	meeting	of	
council	and	planning	commissions	failed	because	planning	commission	members	did	not	show	up.	The	town	was	trying	to	
create	a	plan	to	expand	water	and	sewer	service	to	the	west	side	in	order	to	control	growth.

The	Rodeway	Inn	on	Nicolet	St.	was	bankrupt	and	the	Sault	Ste.	Marie	Tribe	of	Chippewa	Indians	was	poised	to	buy	it	for	
$875,000.

The	DNR	reported	that	the	state’s	goose	population	was	up	50%	and	this	showed	in	Mackinaw	in	poop	on	the	new	
sidewalk	from	Henry	Park	to	the	fort.	The	DNR	was	again	offering	a	special	goose	hunting	season	from	Sept.	1	-	15.	With	
a	$30	license	a	hunter	could	shoot	a	limit		of	20	geese	in	the	special	and	regular	hunting	season.

Tennis	courts	and	basketball	courts	at	the	recreation	field	were	being	completed	and	nearly	ready	for	use.	Wind	screens	
were	added	to	the	north	and	west	sides	of	the	tennis	courts	to	make	them	more	usable.

The	paper	featured	an	article	that	explained	what	the	internet	was	and	why	you	might	use	e-mail.	The	school	was	wiring	
for	computers	but	no	computers	were	bought	because	a	new	computer	chip	was	expected	before	fall.	Also	at	the	school,	
the	school	lockers	were	painted,	the	first	time	since	1957.	A	new	teacher,	Lisa	Somers,	was	hired	to	teach	Spanish	and	
computers.

Parking	tickets	for	extended	parking	downtown	were	causing	complaints	from	tourists.	Cars	are	allowed	to	park	in	
one	space	for	three	hours,	and	ticketed	after	4-1/2.	Abuse	of	parking	was	occurring	by	car	owners	spending	the	day	on	
Mackinac	Island	and	by	downtown	employees.

Rollerblading	downtown	between	cars	was	a	concern.

Trash	concerns	were	expressed	for	several	locations:	the	empty	lot	west	of	O’Brien’s	on	Central,	across	the	street	from	the	
Hampton	Inn,	and	at	the	old	seaplane	building.

Car	accidents	were	up	and	Police	Chief	Winans	blamed	drunk	driving.	He	noted	that	Mackinaw	had	11	bars	and	8	take-out	
stores	that	sell	alcohol.

The	president	of	the	North	Country	Trail	Association	was	in	town	to	recruit	volunteers	to	build	a	foot-bridge	
over	the	Carp	River	and	to	adopt	segments	of	the	trail	to	keep	it	clear	and	re-fresh	trail	markers.	The	trail	
from	Mackinaw	City	to	Wilderness	State	Park	was	scheduled	to	open	by	October	1st	if	the	65-foot	bridge	was	
complete.
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Amazing Spring 2020 Raptor Migration in Mackinaw City
The	highest	counts	ever	recorded	of	raptors	flying	through	Mackinaw	City	came	this	spring.	In	addition,	high	daily	counts	
were	recorded	for	three	individual	species.	For	example,	

65	Bald	Eagles	were	seen	on	May	26,	beating	the	previous	high	of	58.
20,763	Broad-winged	Hawks	were	seen	on	May	1,	beating	the	previous	high	of	17,022.
733	Turkey	Vultures	were	seen	on	April	3,	beating	the	previous	high	of	593.	

The	overall	2020	count	of	73,365	raptors	with	469	hours	of	observation	far	exceeds	the	previous	high	count,	in	2019,	of	
65,561	when	there	were	more	hours	of	observation	(473).	MSRW	and	Mackinaw	City	still	hold	the	nationwide	record	for	
Red-tailed	Hawks	(22,420,	set	in	2019),	and	the	most	Golden	Eagles	seen	east	of	the	Mississippi	(374	in	2015).

A	new	analysis	showcases	seven-year	trends.	A	strong	increasing	trend	has	been	proven	for	Broad-winged	Hawks	and	
Red-shouldered	Hawks.	Also	increasing,	to	a	lesser	extent,	are	Bald	Eagles,	Turkey	Vultures,	Red-tailed	Hawks,	and	
Peregrine	Falcons.	On	the	flip	side,	some	species	have	decreased,	including	Ospreys,	American	Kestrels,	and	Sharp-
shinned	Hawks.

Ed	Pike,	a	biologist	who	co-founded	MSRW,	said	“Ornithologists	who	study	birds	have	long	been	concerned	about	
Ospreys.	These	fish-eating	birds	must	compete	with	increasing	numbers	of	Bald	Eagles	for	nest	sites	near	good	fishing	
lakes.	On	Kestrels,	the	Peregrine	Fund	launched	an	effort	many	years	ago	to	study	and	try	to	reverse	their	decline	around	
the	country.	These	smallest	of	North	American	falcons	eat	mostly	insects	and	need	to	nest	in	cavities.”	Pike	cautions	
against	jumping	to	conclusions	about	species	infrequently	counted	by	MSRW,	such	as	Peregrine	Falcons.		“Plus,	we	still	
are	learning	whether	any	of	these	numerical	trends	actually	reflect	population	size	or	if	they	result	from	other	factors	such	
as	wind	and	weather	patterns.	The	data	analysis	is	complex	and	must	simultaneously	examine	the	data	from	other	hawk	
watches	across	the	Great	Lakes	and	Midwest	region.	Still,	what	MSRW	has	proven	is	that	the	Straits	of	Mackinac	form	a	
vital	corridor	for	these	birds.	That’s	why	MSRW	has	committed	to	long-term	annual	monitoring	here.”		
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Do thunderstorms send older residents to the emergency room more?
Yes,	emergency	visits	for	acute	
respiratory	illness	significantly	
increased	during	the	days	
before	major	thunderstorms	
among	Medicare	beneficiaries,	
particularly	those	with	asthma	
and/or	COPD.	Visits	were	
temporally	associated	with	rises	
in	temperature	and	particulate	
matter	concentrations	based	
on	a	study	of	45	million	
Medicare	patient	records.	
This	is	important	because	
thunderstorm-related	
atmospheric	changes	are	
expected	to	increase	in	severity	
with	rising	global	temperatures.

Source: JAMA, August 10, 2020

Weather before and after a thunderstorm

Changes in numbers of emergency room visits Hearing Loss in 
Older People
Hearing	loss	was	highly	
prevalent,	at	81.4%	in	those	80	
years	or	older,	similar	to	prior	
studies.	Prevalence	increased	with	
age,	from	77.2%	in	those	aged	
80	to	85	years	to	93.8%	in	those	
90	years	and	older.	Surprisingly,	
6.2%	of	those	90	years	and	older	
had	normal	hearing.	Similar	to	
prior	studies,	hearing	aids	were	
underused,	with	less	than	one-
third	of	those	aged	95	years	and	
older	surveyed	wearing	them	
despite	94%	hearing	
loss	prevalence.	
	Source: JAMA June 25, 
2020
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Restore this Sign
This	sign	used	to	stand	at	
the	entrance	of	Coast	Guard	
housing	in	Cheboygan.	
When	WAGB83	was	
replaced	with	the	new	
Mackinaw,	they	made	a	
new	sign.	This	had	been	
stored	in	someone’s	garage	
then	given	to	the	Icebreaker	
Mackinaw	Maritime	
Museum.	They	are	looking	
for	a	volunteer	to	restore	
it.	If	you	are	willing	give	
IMMM	a	call	at	231-436-
9826.
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The Globe is Out of Resources - Earth Overshoot Day
Each	year	an	environmental	group	monitors	when	humans	have	used	“all	the	biological	resources	that	Earth	can	renew	
during	the	entire	year,”	They	plot	how	fast	the	resources	are	depleted.	Here	is	their	graph	for	this	year.	We	have	now	
consumed	more	that	the	earth	can	support	for	this	year.	In	2006	the	date	fell	in	October,	but	we	have	been	using	up	
resources	faster	and	faster.	Yet,	the	good	news	is	that	this	trend	was	slightly	pushed	back	this	year,	due	to	the	virus,	so	that	
the	date	fell	three	weeks	later	than	last	year.	We	are	dipping	into	reserves,	reserves	that	will	not	be	available	for	future	
generations.

The art trail at Heritage Village now has a bench made from recycled logs from the stump dump. page	22August 23, 2020
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Where and When did PPP dollars arrive?
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