
Events in Mackinaw City 

All events listed are still planned, but that may change - check first

August 29 Saturday
•	 Movies	by	the	Bridge:	The Lego Movie,	Michilimackinac	State	Park,	dusk,	free
•	 Corvettes	Across	the	Bridge,	parade	through	town,	7	pm

August 29 - 30 Saturday - Sunday
•	 Arts	and	Craft	Show,	Conkling	Park

August 30 Sunday
•	 Welcome	Afghanistan	Veteran	Travis	Snyder	at	the	American	Legion,	4	pm

September 5 Saturday
•	 Movies	by	the	Bridge:	Star Wars – The Rise of Skywalker,	Michilimackinac	State	Park,	dusk,	free

September 14 Monday
•	 Historical	Society,	Lynn	Evans	presentation,	Zoom,	7	pm

September 15 Tuesday
•	 Blood	drive,	St.	Anthony	parish	hall,	noon	to	5	pm

September 19 - 20 Saturday-Sunday
•	 Michilimackinac	Secrets	and	Scandals:	History	Revealed,	Colonial	Michilimackinac,	Included	with	

Regular	Admission
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Raising awareness of veteran suicide
Marine	Afghanistan	veteran	Travis	Snyder	has	been	walking	22	miles	a	day,	for	
the	22	veterans	who	commit	suicide	daily,	all	the	way	around	Lake	Michigan.	That	
is	an	810-mile	walk	that	he	started	last	year.	He	started	this	year’s	leg	of	300	miles	
in	Holland	on	August	17th.	He	will	finish	his	goal	on	Sunday	at	the	Mackinac	
Bridge.	

Village	of	Mackinaw	City,	the	Greater	Mackinaw	City	Chamber	
of	Commerce,	and	the	American	Legion	Post	159	have	
partnered	in	the	welcoming.	A	volunteer	Chamber	of	Commerce	
Ambassador	will	transport	him	from	the	neighboring	community	
of	Pellston	on	Saturday	to	participate	as	the	Grand	Marshall	in	
the	31st	Annual	Corvette	Crossroads	‘Vette	Parade	Across	the	
Mighty	Mac	and	drive	him	back	afterward	to	complete	the	last	
22	miles	of	his	hike.	Disabled	Veteran	Corvette	Owner	Jeremy	
Merecki	was	selected	to	drive	Mr.	Snyder	and	lead	the	parade	in	
his	2011	Inferno	Orange	Convertible.	Red-white-blue	ribbons	
line	the	parade	route.
Mr.	Snyder	will	complete	his	hike	and	officially	arrive	to	

Mackinaw	City	on	Sunday	where	he	will	be	formally	
welcomed	by	the	Village	of	Mackinaw	City	and	
American	Legion	Post	159.	Post	Command	will	

provide	a	presentation	and	present	a	check	for	
Mr.	Snyder’s	cause,	Mission	22	(for	details	
visit	mission22.com.)	The	presentation	is	
scheduled	for	Sunday,	August	30,	at	4:00	pm	on	the	Legion	lawn	at	106	S	Huron	Ave.	

Public	is	invited	to	attend.

Michigan National Guard to help Wisconsin
Thursday,	upon	the	request	of	Governor	Tony	Evers	of	Wisconsin,	Governor	Whitmer	

authorized	the	use	of	two	companies	of	Michigan	National	Guardsmen	and	women	in	Wisconsin.	These	Guard	
professionals	will	operate	under	State	Active	Duty	through	an	Emergency	Management	Assistance	Compact.	They	are	not	
federalized,	and	Governor	Whitmer	can	call	them	back	to	Michigan	at	any	time

Coin shortage in Mackinaw City
Citizen’s	National	Bank	has	had	a	coin	shortage	making	it	a	challenge	for	local	business.	Although	the	shortage	has	eased	
a	little,	they	would	like	to	encourage	everyone	to	bring	in	their	jar	of	coins.	They	can	send	it	to	Cheboygan	to	run	through	
the	automatic	counting	machine	and	send	back	the	money	the	next	day	or	you	can	take	it	to	the	main	Cheboygan	office	
yourself	and	have	it	counted.	Help	local	business	by	turning	in	your	coins.

page	2August 30, 2020

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



Michigan voters can track their 
Absentee ballots online by visiting

https://vote.michigan.gov 

and clicking on the “Your voter 
information” link
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Village computer file security
I.T.	Right,	the	company	that	manages	the	village’s	computer	technology,	approached	the	village	staff	with	growing	
concerns	about	cyber	attacks	and	especially	ransomware.	The	experts	noted	that	because	big	orgnizations	are	getting	better	
about	protecting	their	files,	the	attackers	are	locking	up	information	of	smaller	organizations	for	a	ransom.	Mackinaw	City	
is	more	likely	to	be	a	target	than	most	because	foreign	attackers	go	after	places	with	“city”	in	their	name,	assuming	that	
such	places	are	big	communities.	I.T.	Right	has	found,	
after	the	fact,	that	outsiders	have	peeked	at	the	village	
files.	They	are	now	offering	a	service,	which	the	state	
police	requested	them	to	develop,	that	is	pro-active	in	
keeping	out	attacks.	The	methods	are	“super	secret”	and	
guaranteed.	In	addition	to	keeping	the	village	files	safe,	
the	system	will	constantly	train	staff	by	sending	phishing	
emails.	If	a	staff	member	opens	something	they	should	
not,	their	computer	will	be	locked	until	they	complete	
training.	The	current	I.T.	Right	service,	which	costs	
$5,385	a	year,	will	increase	to	$13,800.	The	committee	
will	recommend	to	council	that	they	buy	this	additional	
$8,415	worth	of	insurance.	The	committee	also	sent	a	
request	to	I.T.	Right	to	assure	that	village	staff	phones	and	
laptops	contain	VPN	so	if	they	are	used	to	access	village	
files	from	a	remote	location	the	data	will	be	encrypted.

Zoning administrator
The	village	was	preparing	to	advertise	for	a	zoning	
administrator	to	replace	Fred	Thompson,	when	Ken	Lane,	
the	village’s	former	attorney,	called	to	indicate	he	would	
be	interested	in	the	job.	The	committee	will	recommend	
he	be	hired	for	50	hours	a	month	at	$110	per	hour	with	no	
benefits.	The	“at	will”	arrangement	is	for	three	years.

Rental scooters
The	village	was	approached	by	an	Alpena	vendor	who	would	like	to	put	rental	scooters	into	some	businesses	in	town.	The	
committee	that	heard	this	request	decided	the	entire	council	should	discuss	this	issue	and	it	will	be	on	next	week’s	agenda.	
Currently	they	would	be	prohibited	under	the	outdoor	advertising	ordinance.

What is VPN?
Typically,	when	you	try	to	access	a	website	on	the	internet,	
you	start	by	connecting	to	your	internet	service	provider	
(ISP).	They	redirect	you	to	any	websites	that	you	wish	to	
visit.	All	your	internet	traffic	passes	through	your	ISP’s	
servers,	which	means	they	can	see	and	log	everything	you	do	
online.	They	may	even	hand	your	browsing	history	over	to	
advertisers,	government	agencies,	and	other	third	parties.

Here’s	where	a	VPN	comes	into	play.	It	redirects	your	
internet	traffic	through	a	specially	configured	remote	server.	
This	way,	the	VPN	hides	your	IP	address	and	encrypts	all	
the	data	you	send	or	receive.	The	encrypted	data	looks	like	
gibberish	to	anyone	who	intercepts	it	—	it	is	impossible	to	
read.

You	should	have	VPN	protection	if	you	use	public	Wi-
Fi	a	lot,	travel	a	lot,	use	file-sharing	services,	to	avoid	
government	surveillance,	and	if	you	want	to	shield	your	
internet	browsing	from	third	parties.

Village Hall News

The scooter rental business with Alpena owner Sherry Garlanger

Segway scooters
Ship@Bay	was	launched	in	Alpena	on	June	30.	
Currently	they	have	12	scooters	with	8	more	scheduled	
to	arrive.	The	company	set	the	top	speed	of	the	scooters	
at	15	miles	per	hour.	Riders	must	be	at	least	18	years	
old,	have	a	driver’s	license,	and	have	a	helmet	to	rent	
the	scooters.	Only	one	person	can	ride	the	electric	
scooter	at	a	time.	The	Segway	Pass	app	can	help	locate	
a	Segway,	navigate	a	route,	and	arrive	and	park	safely.	
The	scooters	can	be	left	anywhere	and	the	company	
picks	them	up	at	night.

Source: https://www.thealpenanews.com/news/local-
news/2020/07/alpena-natives-launch-electric-scooter-
business/
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VFR flight rules

Casino water bill
The	casino	questioned	the	$42,000	connection	fee	for	the	9,000	square	foot	addition	they	are	currently	constructing.	The	
ordinance	committe	reviewed	the	ordinance	and	decided	that	the	current	category	that	set	a	rate	solely	for	casinos	needed	
revision.	Since	casinos	can	be	a	multitude	of	businesses,	from	restaurants	to	camping,	each	type	of	construction	should	be	
evaluated	on	its	use.	Hence,	the	committee	will	recommend	to	council	removing	the	“casino”	category.	This	would	leave	
the	9,000	square	foot	addition	in	the	category	of	an	“amusement	facility”	and	drop	their	water	hook-up	fee	to	$9,000.

Small cell ordinance
Because	of	the	current	flux	in	court	cases	about	small	cell	towers,	the	ordinance	committee	decided	to	maintain	the	
moratorium	on	new	towers	and	wait	until	court	rulings	clarify	the	village’s	legal	rights	to	this	use	of	the	public	right-of-
way.	In	the	meantime,	Verizon	is	proceeding	with	their	towers,	which	now	await	ground	boring	work.

Helicopter rides
I	got	more	information	on	the	helicopter	rides	after	last	week’s	paper	went	out.	MDOT’s	approval	re-aligned	the	flight	
path	for	the	helicopter	and	put	some	restrictions	on	the	operation.	Notice	that	the	permit	allows	operation	under	Visual	
Flight	Rules	(VFR)	only	(see	graph	below).
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Enbridge Permit to Discharge Water - Topic of Public Meeting

“The	draft	permit	authorizes	an	increased	loading	of	pollutants	to	Lake	Michigan,	which	will	
lower	the	water	quality	with	respect	to	certain	parameters.	The	permitted	discharge	shall	not	
cause	an	exceedance	of	water	quality	standards	.	.	.”
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A sample of pot holes on Wilderness Park Drive
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Paving between 1st and 2nd beach - to pay or not?
A	meeting	convened	by	the	Wawatam	Township	Board	featured	the	Emmet	County	Road	Commission	explaining	the	
history	and	options	for	moving	forward	on	paving	the	section	of	Wilderness	Park	Drive	between	1st	and	2nd	beach,	the	
area	discovered	to	have	encroachment	of	landscaping	and	garages	on	the	roadway.

An	assembly	of	37	people	heard	their	options:	
	 1.	Pay	an	assessment	of	roughly	$3,000	per	100	feet	of	frontage	to	get	the	westerly	edge	of	the	road	to	remain	
where	it	is,	with	the	addition	of	a	three	foot	berm,	and	pave	to	the	east	for	a	28-foot	wide	road.
	 2.	Pay	roughly	10%	less	assessment	and	get	a	26-foot	wide	road	paved	to	the	east	with	a	2-foot	berm.
	 3.	Pay	no	assessment	and	get	10	feet	of	property	to	the	west	cleared,	meaning	moving	structures	and	landscaping,	

while	not	getting	any	new	pavement.

The	township	will	send	out	a	ballot	in	the	spring	and	the	
decision	will	be	made	depending	on	how	the	owners	of	
51%	of	the	frontage	vote.	

The	history	of	the	project	goes	back	several	years	when	
the	road	commission	announced	it	had	acquired	$360,000	
of	federal	money	to	pave	the	section.	Apparently,	in	part,	
the	federal	government	agreed	to	that	amount	because	
Wilderness	State	Park	draws	so	many	people	down	the	
road.	But	the	funding	required	a	clear	title	to	the	land	the	
road	would	be	built	upon.	A	survey	showed	that	the	title	

was	not	clear,	structures	had	been	built	on	the	road	over	the	years.	So	the	federal	money	was	lost.	The	road	commission	
worked	diligently	to	get	a	permanent	easement	from	the	DNR	to	pave	the	road	to	the	east	and	onto	DNR	property.	That	
easement	is	now	in	place	but	the	money	is	not.

Currently	the	roadway	is	22	feet	wide.	The	newly	paved	section	to	the	north	is	28	feet	wide	and	the	newly	paved	section	
to	the	south	will	be	26	feet	wide.	To	pave	this	in-between	segment	to	28-feet	wide	is	estimated	to	cost	$672,000.	The	road	
commission	would	invest	$150,000	into	the	project	and	the	township	would	invest	the	same,	leaving	a	deficit	of	$372,000	
to	be	paid	by	the	homeowners	along	that	section.	If	the	paving	passes	on	the	spring	vote,	the	trees	would	be	cleared	next	
summer	and	the	paving	would	occur	in	2022.

The	audience	had	many	questions	and	comments.	Most	prominent	were	the	questions	of	fairness.	
	 	Is	it	fair	that	today’s	owners	would	have	to	pay	for	mistakes	by	either	the	county	permit	process	that	allowed	
encroachment	or	mistakes	by	ancestors	who	built	outside	the	rules.
	 Is	it	fair	that	a	stretch	of	homeowners	have	to	pay	for	a	road	mostly	used	by	visitors	to	Wilderness	State	Park.
	 Is	it	fair	that	the	road	speed	is	45	mph?	(The	speed	limit	is	determined	by	either	1)	the	current	speed	of	85%	of	the	
travelers,	which	measured	at	46	mph,	or	2)	by	the	density	of	the	traffic,	which	also	indicated	45	mph).

There	were	other	questions.	
•	 Why,	if	they	vote	NO,	would	a	10-foot	wide	swatch	to	the	west	be	cleared	for	safety	when	it	has	been	acceptable	for	

decades	past?	Answer:	Now	knowing	where	the	road	sits	in	the	right-of-way,	highway	standards	require	clearing	10	
feet	to	the	west.	

•	 Could	federal	money	be	acquired	later?	Answer:	The	title	to	the	roadbed	would	have	to	be	cleared,	an	unlikely	
possibility,	and	then	the	road	commission	would	have	to	wait	10	years	to	be	eligible	to	apply	for	funding	
again	in	2028.

•	 Would	this	be	the	first	time	homeowners	had	to	pay	such	an	assessment	in	the	county?	Answer:	It	would	be	
the	first	time	in	the	township	but	three	other	county	roads	were	assessed	in	the	past	four	years.

It	appears	from	the	comments,	that	there	are	folks	for	the	assessment	and	those	against.

The meeting was socially distanced in the Rec Center. Most people wore 
masks.
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State News

IKEA donates to match FEMA funds
Governor	Whitmer	welcomed	a	$1.2	million	donation	from	IKEA	Retail	U.S.	that	will	go	to	Michigan’s	COVID-19	
Response	and	Recovery	Initiative.	The	donation	is	the	largest	donation	to	the	fund	to	date	and	will	help	support	Michigan’s	
ongoing	COVID-19	relief	efforts	and	other	critical	services.	The	Initiative	helps	leverage	federal	resources,	including	the	
new	$300	FEMA	funds,	that	require	a	match	to	provide	critical	services	and	needs	to	respond	to	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	

Likely to need heating bill assistance - act now
Customers	should	be	proactive	in	seeking	help	if	they	find	themselves	unable	to	pay	their	energy	bills	and	to	not	wait	
to	receive	a	shut	off	notice	or	are	almost	out	of	propane	or	fuel	oil.	If	you’ve	recently	become	unemployed	or	have	lost	
income	due	to	the	pandemic,	you	should	contact	your	energy	provider	or	propane	supplier	to	ask	your	options.

No decision on status of Lake Sturgeon
Last	summer,	the	U.S.	Fish	&	Wildlife	Service	said	it	would	consider	a	request	to	determine	if	the	Lake	Sturgeon	should	
receive	federal	protection.	A	new	letter	says	the	federal	review	to	determine	if	lake	sturgeon	should	be	listed	as	an	
endangered	or	threatened	species	is	on	hold	indefinitely.	The	next	step	is	what	the	USF&WS	calls	a	“12-month	finding”	on	
whether	the	lake	sturgeon	warrants	listing,	according	to	Barbara	Hosler,	regional	listing	coordinator.

Valves on Soo locks to be replaced
Ryba	Marine	of	Cheboygan	will	replace	the	WWII-era	tainter	valves	for	the	
MacArthur	Lock	for	$7	million.	Tainter	valves	are	used	to	control	the	flow	of	
water	during	a	lockage.	The	MacArthur	Lock	has	two	sets	of	tainter	valves,	
one	upstream	set	and	one	downstream	set.

Have camping gear delivered directly to state campground
Michigan	Department	of	Natural	Resources	allows	people	to	find	RV	rental	
companies	that	have	been	granted	permits	to	deliver	RVs	straight	to	a	reserved	
campsite	at	a	Michigan	state	park	or	recreation	area.	The	program	has	been	
operating	for	more	than	a	decade.	Campers	can	peruse	the	DNR’s	list	at.	
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79119_79145_81213_81219-531116--,00.html

Stretch season expected
“Stretch	Season,”	is	the	new	term	for	the	an	extension	of	the	summer	travel	season	into	the	fall	months	driven	by	pent-up	
travel	demand	and	the	ability	to	travel	while	working	and	learning	remotely.	A	survey	found	64%	of	travelers	expect	to	
take	a	leisure	trip	within	the	next	six	months,	and	54%	say	that	they	are	more	likely	to	travel	in	the	fall	this	year.

Benson had authority to send ballot applications
AP—A	Michigan	judge	dismissed	lawsuits	challenging	the	secretary	of	state’s	mailing	of	absentee	ballot	applications	to	
millions	of	voters	who	did	not	request	one,	ruling	that	Jocelyn	Benson	had	“clear	and	broad”	authority	to	do	so.

Progressive insurance did not refund enough
Since	the	outbreak	of	COVID-19,	many	motorists	have	kept	off	the	roads.	The	state	ordered	insurance	companies	to	
refund	portions	of	Michigan	drivers’	premiums	because	of	fewer	accidents.	Progressive	refunded	consumers	20	percent	of	
their	premiums	in	April	and	May,	but	even	after	the	refund	Progressive	saw	its	after-tax	net	income	increase	by	83	percent.	
The	Coalition	Protecting	Auto	No-Fault	is	demanding	the	company	refund	more.

August Immunization Awareness Month
Gov.	Whitmer	declared	August	as	Immunization	Awareness	Month	and	Pet	Immunization	Awareness	Month.	
As	flu	season	approaches,	the	governor	is	highlighting	the	importance	of	all	Michiganders	getting	vaccinated.

Tainter gate pivots to 
allow water in or out
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More to understand about the Post Office
First-class	mail	volume	is	down	nearly	50%	since	its	
2001	high.	Last	year,	this	mail	accounted	for	38.5%	
of	the	Postal	Service’s	volume	and	34.3%	of	its	$71.1	
billion	in	revenue.	Marketing	mail,	which	accounted	
for	53.1%	of	the	post	office’s	volume	and	23.2%	of	
its	revenue	in	2019,	has	also	declined	in	recent	years,	
though	not	as	much.	
	
In	2006,	Congress	passed	a	law	requiring	the	agency	
to	pay	for	retirees’	benefits 75 years in advance.	Since	
2012,	the	USPS	has	missed	$55.4	billion	in	those	
payments.	The	agency	hasn’t	turned	a	profit	since	the	
passage	of	the	2006	law.
	
The	USPS	reported	total	revenue	of	$17.6	billion	
between	April	1	and	June	30	—	a	3.2%	increase	
compared	to	the	same	period	last	year.	Revenue	from	shipping	and	packages	was	up	$2.9	billion,	53.6%	more	than	the	
same	three	months	in	2019.

Source:USA Facts

Two more residents to Mackinaw City

Quincy	and	Danny	Ranville	added	the	residents,	

Wilhelmina	Ann	Ranville	weighing	4lbs	7oz	and	17	
inches	long	and	her	twin	sister

Bernadette	Ray	Ranville	weighing	5lbs	10oz	and	18	
inches	long.

They	probably	arrived	too	late	for	the	census	count.
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Mill Creek enters repair season

On	Monday	the	Mill	Pond	at	Mill	Creek	look	placid.	The	
tourist	season	at	the	park	had	ended	on	Saturday	and	all	was	
quiet.	By	Wednesday	repair	work	was	in	full	swing.

Every	fall	the	dam	is	opened	
and	the	pond	drained.	This	
returns	the	creek	to	its	
natural	state.	It	is	left	natural	
through	most	of	the	year	to	
assure	that	fish	can	move	
to	and	fro	as	needed.	When	
I	arrived	the	crew	had	just	
lifted	the	dam	gate	using	a	
hydraulic	pump	powered	
by	their	truck’s	battery	and	
using	cooking	oil,	a	natural	
oil,	as	the	hydraulic	fluid.	
The	water	behind	the	dam	

Troy Allaire is monitoring the water release by raising the sluice slowly
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is	released	slowly	and	the	two-man	maintenace	crew	
concurrently	walked	the	exposed	banks	making	sure	no	
fish	were	stranded.

Once	the	stream	was	returned	to	its	natural	state,	the	men	
moved	on	to	repairs	on	the	mill.	The	first	was	changing	
the	ropes	on	the	mill’s	flutter	wheel	gate.	It	runs	through	
the	wooden	wall	of	the	mill	and	around	four	pulleys	under	
a	great	deal	of	pressure.	It	frays	over	the	summer.	Other	
repairs	to	the	mill,	the	visitor	center,	and	the	dam	will	
occur	this	fall.

Jonathan Towers had wet feet from scooping 
stranded fish back into the stream

The flutter wheel gate 
holds back the water
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Enbridge tax payment to local entities grows
Enbridge	added	$25	million	to	its	personal	property	value	in	Wawatam	Township	over	the	past	year.	They	also	purchased	
more	properties	at	McGulpin	Point	adding	$818,000	in	taxable	value	for	housing.	The	housing	purchases	must	be	valued	
at	market	value,	not	the	amount	Enbridge	paid—Enbridge	generally	paid	considerably	over	market	value—but	the	
properties	will	no	longer	be	homestead	exempted	and	the	cap	on	taxes	has	been	removed	bring	them	up	to	full	market	
value.	Together	they	increased	both	the	personal	property	taxes	and	property	taxes	paid	by	Enbridge.

Enbridge	just	paid	their	summer	2020	taxes	on	the	29	parcels	they	now	own	in	Wawatam	Township.	The	tax	bill	was	for	
$813,951,	up	roughly	50%	from	2019,	making	Enbridge’s	total	annual	payments	collected	by	Wawatam	Township	well	
over	$1	million.	This	payment	is	split	among	numerous	taxing	entities.	Enbridge	tax	payments	constitute	roughly	35%	of	
the	township	budget	of	$360,000	and	roughly	17%	of	the	school	budget	of	$2.5	million.	Their	tax	payment	to	the	village	
is	a	mere	$6,000	since	most	of	the	properties	fall	outside	of	the	village	limits.

Summer	tax	on	24	parcels	paid	in	2019
State	education	tax		 	 	 	 $114,203
County	Allocated		 	 	 	 $92,314
CCE/911			 	 	 	 	 $5,860
Mackinaw	School	Operating		 	 	 $335,135
Mackinaw	School	Dbt.17		 	 	 $14,275
Wawatam	Twn.	Admin.	Fee			 	 	 $5,617
Total	for	summer	taxes				 	 	 $567,405

Winter	tax
Senior	Citizens			 	 	 	 $9,573
Ambulance	&	EMS			 	 	 	 $13,492
Township	Alloc.			 	 	 	 $38,334
Township	fire	millage	for	fire	department		 $9,583	
NCMC	Operating		 	 	 	 $21,046
NCMC	Ex	Vtd.			 	 	 	 $18,907
Cheb.,	Otsego,	Presq.	ISD			 	 	 $33,685
Wawatam	Twn.	Admin	Fee			 	 	 $1,446
Total	for	winter	taxes		 	 	 	 $146,070

The	total	Enbridge	paid	for	2019	taxes	was		 $713,476
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Scarlet runner beans

Accompanying	a	sixteenth-century	watercolor	of	scarlet	runner	bean,	is	a	
recipe	“for	small	animals	which	descend	into	the	human	abdomen.”	The	
authors,	two	indigenous	Mexica	Aztec	men,	likely	meant	this	as	a	treatment	
for	intestinal	parasites.	They	state	that	after	putting	the	powdered	beans	
in	your	mouth,	taking	a	hot	bath,	and	holding	(but	not	swallowing)	bitter	
water	in	your	mouth,	the	“small	animal”	will	be	eliminated—either	through	
vomiting	or	defecating.

Scientific	study	has	confirmed	aspects	of	the	Mexica	knowledge	
about	runner	beans	in	the	manuscript.	Seeds	contain	a	protein	called	
phytohaemagglutinin	(PHA)	that	becomes	toxic	in	larger	quantities	and	
can	only	be	eliminated	if	the	beans	are	properly	cooked.	So,	when	raw	or	
undercooked	beans	are	consumed	by	humans,	the	PHA	remains	and	can	
cause	diarrhea	and	vomiting.	Whether	these	actions	would	expel	a	parasite	
has	not	been	verified.	But	it	is	clear	that	if	you	are	trying	to	avoid	an	evening	
in	the	bathroom,	you	should	cook	your	scarlet	runner	beans	thoroughly	
before	consuming	them.

Scarlet	runner	beans	are	indigenous	to	the	Americas,	the	plant	and	its	many	
virtues,	medicinal	and	otherwise,	were	likely	well	known	for	thousands	of	

years	prior	to	European	arrival.	This	is	why	we	plant	it	each	summer	at	
Heritage	Village.	Some	of	the	earliest	documented	human	use	of	beans	
in	Mesoamerica	dates	to	between	7,000	and	5,500	years	ago.	

Separated	from	its	native	context	and	knowledge,	the	runner	bean	spread	
across	early	modern	Europe,	grabbing	the	attention	of	gardeners	and	
farmers.	The	striking	color	of	the	plant’s	beans	and	flowers,	the	ease	with	
which	they	grow,	their	environmental	adaptability,	and	their	nutritional	
value	have	made	it	a	staple	in	household	gardens	and	small	farms,	from	
Mesoamerica	to	Europe,	to	this	day.

The	runner	bean	might	have	remained	in	the	often	scientifically	
ignored	corner	of	local	kitchen	gardens	but	for	one	of	the	world’s	
greatest	scientific	thinkers:	Charles	Darwin.	In	1858,	Darwin	reported	
on	experiments	with	and	observations	of	the	“Scarlet	Kidney	
Bean,”	likely	a	scarlet	runner	bean.	He	demonstrated	that	while	the	
plants	could	fertilize	themselves,	they	were	more	likely	to	fruit	after	
being	visited	by	vectors	like	insects	or	birds,	which,	as	we	know	today,	
promote	cross-fertilization	by	bringing	pollen	from	genetically	different	
plants.	Darwin	had	discovered	something	new,	something	we	take	for	
granted	today.This	type	of	reproduction	leads	to	greater	diversity	within	
a	species.

As	a	single	species	that	takes	a	variety	of	forms,including	plants	with	
the	more	boring	white	flowers,	the	runner	bean	has	inspired	
individuals	and	cultures	to	diversify	in	their	own	backyards.

1931-33 reproduction of The Badianus Manuscript, 
1552; Rare Book Collection, Dumbarton Oaks 

Source: https://daily.jstor.org/plant-of-the-month-the-runner-bean/?utm_term=Plant%20of%20the%20Month%3A%20
The%20Runner%20Bean&utm_campaign=jstordaily_05282020&utm_content=email&utm_source=Act-On+Software&utm_
medium=email

Scarlet runner beans are a beautiful sight at the 
Heritage Village garden where they are grown as the 
bean in the Native Three Sisters
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The	Army	Corps	of	Engineers	presented	their	final	report	on	any	potential	
munitions	risk	left	from	WWII	at	Waugoshance	Point	this	week.

The	area	around	Waugoshance	Point	and	Waugoshance	Point	Lighthouse	
was	used	briefly	in	1944-45	to	test	newly	developed	glider	bombs	and	
remote	control	bombs	launched	out	of	the	Naval	Air	Station	in	Traverse	
City,	today	called	the	Cherry	Capital	Airport.	There	was	also	some	limited	
machine	gun	practice	from	low	flying	aircraft.	The	Navy	retained	the	
property	until	1956	when	it	was	transferred	to	the	Department	of	the	Interior	
and	it	became	Wilderness	State	Park.

Using	both	water	search	equipment	and	walking	the	ground	they	found	one	
500-pound	and	one	750-pound	practice	bomb	and	a	practice	torpedo	in	the	
water.	They	found	several	100-pound	practice	bomb	casings	on	land	and	
three	minature	practice	bombs	in	the	water.	All	of	the	large	munitions	were	
sand	filled.

Waugoshance Point Target Plan presented

The white rectangle in these historic 
photos were the targets

There were four search areas, and the fuselage area shown. The actual transits they ran are 
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This is a typical practice bomb casing that was found

The	conclusion	was	that	there	is	no	acceptable	risk	to	
human	health	or	to	the	environment.	The	only	possible	
risk	might	come	from	the	minature	bombs.	They	might	
have	been	armed	with	signal	cartridges,	meaning	a	shot	
that	would	go	off	on	impact	so	the	shooter	could	see	
where	they	landed.	None	of	these	were	found	and	could	
potentially	be	somewhere	under	the	water.	They	would	be	
like	a	shot	gun	shell.	

The	final	recommendation	was	that	No	Further	Action	be	
taken.	However,	their	report	is	out	for	public	review	until	
September	28	at	5pm.	You	can	review	the	report	at
https://www.lrl.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental/
Waugoshance-Point-Target/	
Look	under	the	Resources	tab	at	the	right.

On land the debris was found 
up to a dept of 28 inches. 
Under water up to four inches.
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This lady is out and about now
The	long,	glossy	abdomen	('tail')	of	the	Pelecinid	Wasp	
female	invokes	trepidation	among	humans,	but	it	does	
not	sting.	It	is	actually	used	to	deposit	eggs	onto	the	
backs	of	grubs	living	underground.	She	pokes	her	
abdomen	deep	into	the	soil	until	she	hits	one.	She	then	
lays	one	egg	on	it	and	moves	on	to	find	another.	When	
the	wasp	egg	hatches,	the	larva	will	use	its	mouth	to	
burrow	into	the	helpless	grub	and	eat	it	from	the	inside	
out.

Females	have	bulging	legs	in	addition	to	the	extremely	long	and	thin	
abdomen.	They	do	not	have	stingers,	but	may	try	to	poke	at	a	threat	to	
push	or	scare	it	away.	The	male	has	a	shorter	abdomen	with	a	swollen	tip.	
Males	are	rarely	seen,	but	share	traits	like	the	glossy	body	and	bulging	
legs	(albeit	smaller)	with	females.	

Adults	feed	on	nectar	from	garden	plants,	woods	and	other	areas.	They	
are	low	fliers,	staying	close	to	the	ground	and	sometimes	are	spotted	
perched	on	low	growing	shrubs	or	plants.	Females	are	often	spotted	
surveying	land	for	hosts.	This	species	is	capable	of	producing	offspring	
from	unfertilized	eggs,	a	remarkable	feat	for	a	living	creature.

Storm drain repaired
The	storm	water	drain	threatened	by	high	lake	levels	and	thus	severe	
erosion	on	Lakeside	Dr.	has	been	repaired.	The	road	end	is	a	popular	
dark	sky	viewing	location.

Photos by Angie Morthland

Erosion
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Plague and protest are correlated
A	deadly	and	contagious	illness	sweeps	the	country,	and	strict	quarantine	measures	are	swiftly	implemented.	The	death	
count	rises,	but	government	reporting	is	unreliable.	Social	isolation	takes	its	toll	as	political	tensions	escalate.	Citizens	
break	government	mandates,	asserting	their	right	to	work.	Neighbors	turn	on	each	other.	In	response	to	long-standing	
social	injustices,	riots	break	out,	and	protesters	
demand	systemic	change.	Sound	familiar?

While	the	parallels	are	striking,	this	is	not	a	
description	of	2020.	It’s	a	description	of	early	modern	
England.	Starting	with	the	Black	Death,	in	1348,	
and	continuing	for	more	than	300	years,	Europe	was	
struck	with	incessant	waves	of	plague.	In	England,	
this	proved	especially	deadly	between	1563	and	1666,	
when	multiple	epidemics	hit	London.	The	social	
response	generated	by	these	outbreaks	mirrors	what	
we	are	experiencing	today.	Plague	and	protest,	in	
short,	are	correlated.

Source: JSTOR Daily, By: Emma K. Atwood and Sarah 
Williamson  August 19, 2020
https://daily.jstor.org/plague-and-protest-go-
hand-in-hand/?utm_term=Read%20More&utm_
campaign=jstordaily_08202020&utm_content=email&utm_
source=Act-On+Software&utm_medium=email

Gaitergate - the name given the controversy from the Duke study that gaiters 
do not work against Covid -19
After	the	Duke	study	(that	I	reported	here)	came	out	saying	that	gaiter	masks	are	worse	than	no	masks,	other	researchers	
pushed	further.	They	have	concluded	that	fabric	type	and	the	number	of	layers	are	the	factors	for	the	low	efficiency	
reported	earlier.	Some	research	shows	that	doubling	the	gaiter	fabric	makes	it	as	effective	as	cotton.	But	not	all	is	good	
with	gaiters,	removing	a	gaiter	is	more	likely	to	contaminate	your	hands.	It	also	appears	that	aerosols	are	now	more	and	
more	considered	the	transmitting	factor	for	Covid-19.

“The	continued	debate	over	the	effectiveness	of	gaiters	highlights	the	challenges	faced	by	researchers	who	are	aiming	
to	provide	answers	to	the	public.	Testing	non-medical-grade	coverings	has	been	especially	difficult,	said	Christopher	
Sulmonte,	project	manager	for	the	Biocontainment	Unit	at	Johns	Hopkins	Medicine.	-	Washington Post

Other Covid news - plasma
“We	must	assess	whether	or	how	responses	to	convalescent	plasma	vary	in	patients	with	different	degrees	of	disease	
severity	and	demographic	diversity.	We	must	support	the	large-scale	studies	now	underway,	the	results	of	which	may	
become	available	within	weeks.	We	must	resist	baseless	conspiracy	theories	that	government	scientists	are	holding	back	
work.	We	must	avoid	unscientific	approaches	such	as	“right	to	try,”	which	can	undermine	objective	clinical	trials.	We	must	
complete	randomized	controlled	trials	to	ensure	that	this	therapy	is	both	safe	and	efficacious.	Most	importantly,	we	must	
allow	the	professionals	in	the	FDA	to	make	data-based,	scientifically	sound	decisions,	unbiased	by	political	pressure.”	
-Scientific American

Other Covid news - why do we act less worried now?
“Social	scientists	have	long	known	that	we	perceive	risks	that	are	acute,	such	as	an	impending	tsunami,	differently	than	
chronic,	ever-present	threats	like	car	accidents.	Part	of	what’s	happening	now	is	that	covid-19	—	which	we	initially	saw	as	
a	terrifying	acute	threat	—	is	morphing	into	more	of	a	chronic	one	in	our	minds.	That	shift	likely	dulls	our	perception	of	
the	danger,	risk	perception.”	-	Washington Post
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If you sit on a park bench will you pick 
up the virus on your clothing? 
“The	Washington Post responds:	There	is	some	risk	of	picking	
up	coronavirus	from	a	surface,	but	there	are	two	more	points	to	
ease	your	mind	if	all	you	want	to	do	is	sit	down	and	enjoy	the	
outdoors	for	a	bit.	

The	first	is	that	viruses	don’t	live	very	long	when	they	land	on	
porous	surfaces	—	such	as	most	wooden	park	benches.	Viruses	
are	covered	in	an	“envelope”	that	protects	them	from	their	
surroundings,	State	News	explains,	and	“porous	surfaces	pull	
moisture	away	from	viruses	that	land	on	them,	accelerating	the	
destruction	of	the	envelope.”	

The	second	is	that	we	also	have	the	environment	working	in	our	
favor	when	we’re	outdoors.	Heat,	humidity	and	direct	sunlight	
have	been	shown	to	kill	the	novel	coronavirus.	It’s	not	enough	to	
put	a	halt	to	the	pandemic,	but	could	help	by	serving	as	a	natural	
disinfectant	in	public	outdoor	spaces.	

Experts	mostly	agree	that	it’s	not	necessary	to	change	and	wash	
your	clothes	when	you	get	home.”	But	do	wash	your	hands.
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State of Great Lakes Report emphasizes groundwater
STATE	OF	GREAT	LAKES	REPORT:	Drinking	water	protections,	high	lake	levels	and	algal	blooms	are	some	of	the	
topics	of	the	Department	of	Environment,	Great	Lakes	and	Energy’s	annual	State	of	the	Great	Lakes	report.	But	the	report	
also	emphasizes	the	public	trust	doctrine	of	the	state,	the	doctrine	at	the	base	of	so	many	legal	battles	in	the	state	from	
the	right	to	walk	the	shoreline,	to	Enbridge’s	Line	5,	to	Nestle’s	desire	to	extract	a	lot	of	ground	water.	Ground	water	
protection	is	especially	emphasized	to	the	delight	of	water	protection	groups	like	Traverse	City’s	FLOW.

“Michigan’s	Great	Lakes	water	resource	management	policy	is	shaped	by	a	complicated	network	of	legal	protections,	
regional	agreements,	and	science-driven	decision-making	processes.	The	basic	premise	behind	much	of	the	Great	Lakes	
legal	protection	is	the	idea	that	surface	water	itself	is	not	property	of	the	state,	but	a	public	good.	The	public	trust	doctrine	
means	protecting	public	water	resources	for	the	use	and	enjoyment	of	all.	Under	the	public	trust	doctrine,	the	state	acts	
as	a	trustee	who	is	empowered	to	protect	the	water.	According	to	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court,	the	state	holds	title	to	the	land	
below	public	waters	but	would	not	be	allowed	to	use	or	dispose	of	those	resources	if	there	is	“substantial	impairment	of	
the	interest	of	the	public	in	the	waters.”	The	state	may	grant	leases	to	private	owners,	but	only	with	conditions	that	they
protect	the	public	use	of	the	waters	themselves.	The	public	trust	doctrine	protects	the	public’s	right	to	use	the	waters	of	
the	Great	Lakes	for	purposes	such	as	navigation,	hunting,	and	fishing.	It	also	ensures	that	people	have	the	ability	to	walk	
along	the	shorelines	of	the	Great	Lakes,	even	as	water	levels	fluctuate—in	2005	the	Michigan	Supreme	Court	found	that
walking	along	the	lake	was	part	of	the	doctrine’s	traditionally	protected	rights.

The	Great	Lakes	St.	Lawrence	River	Basin	Water	Resources	Compact	is	an	agreement	between	states	to	regulate	large	
quantity	water	users,	in	excess	of	100,000	gallons	a	day,	in	a	similar	manner	as	determined	by	each	state.	Michigan	
viewed	this	charge	as	an	opportunity	and	responded	by	creating	a	science	driven,	ecosystem-based	approach	to	regulation	
of	large	quantity	water	withdrawals.	Since	groundwater,	at	55	degrees	F,	keeps	trout	streams	cool,	withdrawal	from	
groundwater	is	a	concern.

Our Voting Ladies Get Around
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The	monarchs	are	starting	to	assemble	for	their	group	
flight	to	Mexico.	This	fall	event	is	occasion	to	marvel	at	
the	beauty	of	these	stained-glass	colored	insects.	But	a	
little	research	shows	that	there	is	a	hidden	side	in	the	male	
female	relationship.

	“Although	having	a	brain	no	larger	than	a	pinhead,	and	
weighing	less	than	a	paper	clip,	monarch	butterflies	
navigate	great	distances.	Unable	to	regulate	their	
temperatures,	they	travel	south	along	one	of	three	butterfly	
highways	toward	Mexico.	There	they	vacation	during	
the	winter	months.	The	California	coast	harbors	a	host	of	
overwintering	monarch	zones	.	.	.	But	more	than	half	of	
these	have	been	abandoned	in	recent	years,	and	the	number	
of	migrating	butterflies	is	steadily	falling.	

Despite	their	radiant	beauty	and	often-described	gentle	nature,	male	monarchs	indulge	in	brutal	sexual	behavior,	knocking	
down	females	and	forcing	themselves	upon	them	while	they	are	in	a	half-dazed	state,	according	to	a	description	Miriam	
Rothschild	provided	in	a	1978	essay	titled	“Hell’s	Angels.”	

Miriam	Rothschild,	the	first	entomologist	to	recognize	this	behavior	used	more	colorful	and	anthropomorphic	language	
than	researchers	do	today.	

“The	Monarch	butterfly	could	well	be	designated	nature’s	prime	
example	of	the	male	chauvinistic	pig.	The	other	members	of	this	
genus	bemuse	and	subdue	their	females	by	means	of	a	sophisticated	
aphrodisiac—a	love	dust	metabolized	from	a	plant	precursor	and	
shaken	over	her	like	a	golden	snow	flurry	during	courtship.	The	male	
Monarch	on	the	other	hand,	dispenses	with	these	refinements	and,	
more	often	than	not,	knocks	down	his	female,	and	while	in	a	half	
dazed	state,	takes	her	by	force.	Her	antennae	may	be	bent	double	in	
the	process,	her	legs	crumpled	beneath	her	body	and	her	wings	sadly	
mutilated.	Sometime	another	male,	apparently	irresistibly	drawn	to	
the	lustful	scene,	will	join	in	and	attempt	to	mate	indiscriminately	
with	either	party	.	.	.	He	is	simply	a	thug.”	More	recent	research	
reports,	“At	the	overwintering	sites,	about	one	third	of	these	attempts	
end	in	a	successful	mating..	.“*

To	think	of	this	behavior	in	human	terms	is	inappropriate,	and	
yet	one	has	to	wonder	how	this	behavior	has	worked	to	make	the	
species	more	successful.	This	is	yet	another	example	of	how	little	we	
understand	about	the	natural	world	around	us.

*Adrian	Woolfson,	Washington Post,	“The	insects	that	seem	to	defy	
physics,”	July	31,	2020.
Mariam	Rothschild,	“Hell’s	Angels,”	Antennae,	Vol	2,	

Issue	2,	April	1978.
Lincoln	Brower,	etc.	“Monarch	sex,”	Antennae,	Vol	
31,	Issue	1,	Sept.	2006.

The Most Loved Insect  — Monarch Butterflies — Have a Dark Side

A dazed female dangles from a male who flits off to the next flower

page	20 page	21August 30, 2020

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



Weekly income also shows wide disparities, with Black Americans seeing little of the wage increases 
experienced by other groups. Their weekly earnings increased 4% since 2002, but earnings have 
gone up 7%, 17%, and 26% for white, Hispanic, and Asian Americans, respectively.

Who is winning in the economy? - The rich and Asian Americans
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Time for a swim? Should have gone in early July

Wait time for VA care lower than community care and falling
The	mean	wait	time	for	care	in	days	in	2018-2019	based	on	3	million	VA	visits	for:
	 	 	 VHA	 Community	Care
Cardiology	 	 33.0	 	 38.0
Gastroentrology		 53.9	 	 60.3
Orthopedics	 	 36.2	 	 43.6
Urology	 	 36.1	 	 50.5
Overall		 	 41.1	 	 49.0

The	implementation	of	the	Veterans	Choice	Program	in	2014	did	not	lower	speciality	wait	times.
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