
Events in Mackinaw City 

All events listed are still planned, but that may change - check first

July 9 Thursday
•	 Fire	at	Night	at	Michilimackinac,	Colonial	Michilimackinac,	dusk,	free

July 11 Saturday
•	 Movie	by	the	Bridge,	Mary Poppins Returns,	near	gazebo,	dusk,	free

July 11 - 12 Saturday - Sunday
•	 Labor	and	Trades,	Colonial	Michilimackinac,	9	am,	regular	admission

July 15 Wednesday
•	 Hidden	Histories:	Marriage	and	the	British	Army,	Colonial	Michilimackinac,	7:30	pm,	free	

July 18 Saturday
•	 Mustang	Stampede
•	 Movie	by	the	Bridge,	A League of their Own,	dusk,	free

Food Pantry 
Continues
Due	to	continuing	
need,	the	Food	
Pantry	will	be	open	
every	other	week	on	
Wednesdays	at	10	am	
starting	July	8th	at	the	
Church	of	the	Straits..
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7th Annual Mustang Stampede
Saturday,	July	18,	10	am,	Conkling	Heritage	Park

Celebration	of	the	Ford	Mustang	since	1964!	
Family	fun,	food,	drinks	and	topped	off	with	a	
parade	of	Mustangs	across	the	Mackinac	Bridge.

Fire at Night at Michilimackinac

Thursday,	July	9,	Colonial	Michilimackinac,	dusk,	free

Experience	Colonial	
Michilimackinac	in	an	entirely	
new	way	and	see	the	flash	of	the	
cannon	under	the	stars!	

They’ll	be	firing	off	the	three	
main	artillery	pieces	-	the	
cannon,	wall	gun	and	mortar.	
Guests	will	be	allowed	into	the	
fort	around	9	pm	to	explore	the	
grounds	and	take	photos	from	the	
fort.	All	of	the	buildings	will	be	
closed.	As	it	gets	dark	(probably	
around	10	pm	or	so),	they’ll	fire	
off	the	weapons.	This	is	a	free	
event	to	help	celebrate	our	125th	
anniversary.	

A wall gun (top) is a scaled up version of a musket (bottom)
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A mortar is a small short piece of artillery that is designed to lob shells. 
Its high trajectory means it covers a short distance. It would drop the 
shell down onto a target.

A cannon fires a ball straight out. 
Being on wheels it was more easily 
maneuvered on the battlefield.
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Next Movie by the Bridge
Saturday,	July	11,	9	pm	-	11:30	pm

Enjoy	Mary	Poppins	Returns	in	Michilimackinac	State	Park	
with	the	stunning	Mackinac	Bridge	as	your	backdrop.	This	is	
a	free	#mackinacparks125	event.	Free	parking	available	at	the	
Colonial	Michilimackinac	Visitor’s	Center	or	Old	Mackinac	
Point	Lighthouse.

MACKINAW	CITY	—	As	a	part	of	its	125th	anniversary	celebration,	Mackinac	State	Historic	Parks	is	hosting	free	movie	
events	every	week	on	Mackinac	Island	and	in	Mackinaw	City.

“Movies	in	the	Fort”	will	be	held	on	Tuesdays	in	Fort	Mackinac	on	Mackinac	Island	and	“Movies	by	the	Bridge”	will	
take	place	in	Michilimackinac	State	Park	in	Mackinaw	City	on	Satrurdays.	The	movies	begin	at	dusk	and	attendees	are	
encouraged	to	bring	a	blanket	or	a	chair.	Attendees	can	also	bring	snacks.	Restrooms	will	remain	open	at	both	sites.	The	
shows	include:

July	7	(Fort	Mackinac)	and	July	11	(Mackinaw	City):	Mary	Poppins	Returns
July	14	(Fort	Mackinac)	and	July	18	(Mackinaw	City):	A	League	of	Their	Own
July	21	(Fort	Mackinac)	and	July	25	(Mackinaw	City):	Wreck-It	Ralph
July	28	(Fort	Mackinac)	and	August	1	(Mackinaw	City):	Space	Jam
August	4	(Fort	Mackinac)	and	
August	8	(Mackinaw	City):	
Finding	Nemo
August	11	(Fort	Mackinac)	and	
August	15	(Mackinaw	City):	The	
Mighty	Ducks
August	18	(Fort	Mackinac)	and	
August	22	(Mackinaw	City):	
Moana
August	25	(Fort	Mackinac)	and	
August	29	(Mackinaw	City):	The	
Lego	Movie
September	1	(Fort	Mackinac)	and	
September	5	(Mackinaw	City):	
Star	Wars:	The	Rise	of	Skywalker

These	movies	are	one	of	many	
free	events	being	held	during	
the	2020	season	as	a	part	of	the	
Mackinac	Parks:	125	Celebration,	
which	includes	evening	cannon	
firings	at	the	forts	and	fun	themed	
weekends	at	all	Mackinac	State	Historic	Parks	sites.	For	a	full	list	of	movie	times	and	all	upcoming	Mackinac	Historic	
Parks	events,	please	visit	https://www.mackinacparks.com/events-calendar/

Movies by the Bridge
Saturday	nights,	at	gazebo	by	fort,	dusk,	free
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Kindness Rock Garden 
The	Mackinaw	City	Area	Arts	Council	asked	village	
council	for	permission	to	start	a	Kindness	Rock	Garden	
at	Maritime	Park	on	N.	Huron	Ave.	This	will	be	part	of	a	
national	movement	to	create	a	patch	of	painted	rocks	with	
messages	to	brighten	a	day.	Create	your	own	rock	and	
leave	it	for	someone	to	read	or	to	take.	The	patch	of	ground	
chosen	is	a	sandy	area	near	the	water.	The	Arts	Council	
will	lay	down	some	weed	prevention	fabric,	cover	it	with	
sand,	border	it	with	rock	edging,	install	a	painted	rock	sign,	
and	then	ask	residents	to	paint	and	drop	off	their	rocks.	To	
read	more	about	the	national	movement	go	to	https://www.
thekindnessrocksproject.com

The	council	approved	the	idea.	Watch	for	more	details	later	
this	summer.

Car insurance now offers choice
AP	-	Starting	July	1st	you	have	the	chance	to	choose	
which	level	of	bodily	injury	(PIP)	coverage	you	prefer.	
The	personal	or	bodily	injury	portion	of	your	insurance	
fee	amounts	to	about	half	of	what	you	pay	for	car	
insurance.	No	matter	which	choice	your	insurance	PIP,	
premiums	are	expected	to	go	down	about	10%.

There	are	three	choices.	If	you	continue	with	unlimited	
bodily	coverage	you	can	expect	a	15.5%	PIP	rate	drop	
because	the	$220	assessed	fee	for	the	catastrophic	claim	
fund	on	every	vehicle	will	drop	to	$100.	The	other	
choices	are	$500,000	of	coverage	resulting	in	30.6%	drop	
in	PIP	fee,	or	$250,000	of	coverage	resulting	in	41.8%	
savings.	If	you	do	nothing	and	ignore	the	form,	you	will	
automatically	be	assigned	unlimited	coverage.	

70¢ of postage to mail back 
your ballot
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5 New Covid-19 Cases in Cheboygan County*
7 New Cases in Emmet County

20 New Cases in Chippewa County 

On	Wednesday,	Chippewa	County	reported	20	new	Covid-19	cases	in	the	preceding	week,	raising	their	total	to	91.	
Chippewa	County	recommends	not	sharing	buffet	style	food.

With	contact	tracing	and	case	investigation	conducted	by	LMAS	District	Health	Department	and	Chippewa	County	Health	
Department,	the	following	locations	have	been	identified	as	possible	exposure	sites	for	COVID-19:

June	20,	2020	10:30	a.m.	-12:00	p.m.	AGLOW	meeting,	Ashmun	Creek	Apartments	Community	Room,	Sault,	MI
June	20,	2020	2:00	p.m.	–	4:00	p.m.	Pickford	Pickers,	Pickford	Township	Hall,	Pickford,	MI
June	20,	2020	4:30	p.m.	–	5:30	p.m.	Sundown	Lounge,	Sault,	MI
June	21,	2020	9:45	a.m.	–	11:00	a.m.	Pickford	Methodist	Church,	Pickford,	MI
June	21,	2020	10:30	a.m.	–	12:00	p.m.	E-Free	Church,	Sault	Ste.	Marie,	MI
Lynn	Auto	Parts	in	Kinross	any	time	between	June	20	and	June	30

If	you	were	at	any	of	these	locations	during	the	dates	and	
times	noted,	please	monitor	for	symptoms	and	contact	your	
health	department.

For	Cheboygan	County	residents,	call	231-627-8850
For	Emmet	County	residents,	call	800-432-4121
For	Mackinac	County	residents,	call	906-643-1100.
For	Chippewa	County	residents,	call	906-635-1566.

“The	health	department	acknowledges	that	cases	of	
COVID-19	have	rapidly	increased	within	the	past	four	
days,”	The	Health	Department	said	in	a	press	release.	“We	
would	like	to	remind	community	members	to	adhere	to	
social	distancing	practices,	wear	a	mask	in	public	places	and	disinfect	commonly	used	surfaces	often.”

Murder-Suicide Investigation in Mackinaw City
On	Sunday,	June	28th	at	approximately	12:20	pm	the	Mackinaw	City	Police	Department	was	dispatched	to	a	hotel	on	S.	
Huron	Ave	in	reference	to	a	male	subject	reporting	his	girlfriend	had	killed	herself.	When	the	officer	arrived	on	scene	and	
made	entry,	he	found	two	deceased	individuals	inside.	The	individuals	were	identified	as	a	39-year-old	female	and	her	
11-year-old	son	from	the	Grand	Rapids	area.	After	further	investigation,	it	has	been	determined	that	the	female	shot	her	
son	and	then	died	from	a	self-inflicted	gunshot	wound.	Both	were	pronounced	dead	at	the	scene	and	no	motive	has	been	
determined.	An	autopsy	has	been	scheduled.	

The	Mackinaw	City	Police	Department	was	assisted	by	the	Cheboygan	County	Sheriff	Dept.,	Michigan	State	Police	and	
the	Michigan	State	Police	Crime	Lab.	

Todd	A.	Woods
Chief	of	Police
Mackinaw	City	Police	Department

Michigan Covid-19 cases turn up

* In both Emmet and Cheboygan Counties five of the cases are probable but not yet confirmed
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Vandals Hit Town
Early	Thursday	morning,	between	1:30	am	and	6:30	am	vandals	spray	painted	and	damaged	structures	in	downtown	
Mackinaw	City.	A	handful	of	painted	graffiti	appeared	on	the	sides	of	buildings.	Fay	Stilwell	was	totally	distraught.	With	

delivery	and	staffing	problems,	she	did	not	need	this	extra	concern.	
Jamie	Westfall,	Chamber	Director	jumped	to	the	rescue	calling	upon	
Sam	Staffan	to	donate	his	expertise	to	try	to	clean	the	paint	from	the	
side	of	Mama	Mia’s.

Siding was pulled off
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Village Hall News
The	village	pier,	Shepler’s	dock,	has	been	
repaired	with	quality	work	for	less	money	than	
budgeted.

The	village	is	moving	forward	with	
discussions	with	the	DNR	and	the	school	to	
determine	if	we	can	find	a	better	way	to	utilize	
the	Rec	Center.

Village	council	considered	a	revised	ethics	
policy	to	make	it	clear	that	neither	staff	nor	
council	members	can	request	information	
for	personal	use.	The	policy	emphasized	
“fiduciary”	responsibility,	i.e.	behavior	in	the	
best	interest	of	the	village.	At	the	meeting	the	
question	of	council	members’	concerns	about	
things	about	town	and	whether	they	need	to	
be	submitted	in	writing	just	like	those	of	any	
citizen	came	up.	The	ethics	policy	was	sent	
back	to	committee.

Council	approved	an	update	to	the	Begging	
and	Solicitation	Ordinance,	particularly	the	
solicitation	portion	that	must	allow	charitable	
and	civic	organizations	to	solicit	money	on	
the	street.	For	example,	Mackinaw’s	fire	
department	used	a	fire	boot	to	solicit	money	
for	relief	to	911.	The	village	can	regulate,	
under	the	leadership	of	the	chief	of	police,	the	
time,	place,	manner,	and	weather	under	which	
such	solicitation	can	occur.	It	cannot	be	within	
12	feet	of	any	building	the	public	might	enter.

The	topic	of	when	a	special	event	needs	
council	review	was	discussed	and	sent	to	
committee.

Beauty of Heritage Village
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State News

State Budget Settled
The	governor	and	legislature	have	agreed	on	a	plan	to	balance	this	year’s	budget.	It	will	combine	budget	cuts	with	federal	
money	and	the	state’s	rainy	day	fund.	Next	year’s	budget	will	be	harder.	The	Federal	funding	of	$880	million	will	be	
used	for:
•	 A	$2/hour	increase	for	direct	care	workers;	
•	 $125	million	in	grant	funding	to	reduce	the	cost	of	child	care	for	families;	
•	 $100	million	for	hazard	pay	for	local	first	responders	and	$200	million	for	local	units	of	government;	
•	 $100	million	in	small	business	restart	grants;	
•	 $60	million	in	rental	assistance	and	eviction	diversion;	
•	 $25	million	for	wireless	hotspots	and	enhanced	connectivity;	
•	 $18	million	for	health	and	safety	grants	for	schools;	
•	 $10	million	in	MIOSHA	grants	for	protections	to	keep	workers	safe	on	the	job;	
•	 $14	million	for	food	banks	and	domestic	violence	shelters.

State-Owned Lewis Cass Building Renamed Elliott-Larsen Building
Governor	Whitmer	signed	Executive	Order	2020-139	to	rename	the	state-owned	Lewis	Cass	Building	in	downtown	
Lansing	to	the	“Elliott-Larsen	Building,”	honoring	the	legislators	who	sponsored	Michigan’s	landmark	civil	rights	act.	
The	civil	rights	legislation	was	introduced	by	Republican	State	Rep.	Melvin	Larsen	and	Democratic	State	Rep.	Daisy	
Elliott	in	1976	and	was	signed	into	law	by	Governor	William	Milliken	in	January	of	1977.	This	change	of	the	building’s	
name	marks	the	first	time	in	Michigan	history	that	a	state	building	is	named	after	an	African-American	woman.

DNR Wants Your View on Public Land
The	DNR	is	beginning	to	update	its	strategy	for	managing	more	than	4	million	acres	of	state	land.	The	strategy,	originally	
created	in	2013,	provides	a	framework	for	the	conservation	and	management	of	public	lands	to	ensure	their	best	use	
for	the	benefit	of	Michigan	residents,	visitors	and	the	state’s	natural	resources.	An	updated	public	land	strategy	must	be	
submitted	to	the	Michigan	Legislature	for	consideration	and	approval	by	July	1,	2021.	The	DNR	invites	people	to	be	
part	of	the	land	strategy	process	by	visiting	Michigan.gov/PublicLands	and	using	the	interactive	map	to	drop	a	pin	on	
the	location	of	the	public	lands	they	value	most.	Additionally,	the	DNR	will	accept	public	input	about	the	strategy	update	
process	via	email	at	DNR-LandStrategy@Michigan.gov.

Capitol Commission Can Regulate Guns in Capitol Building
The	Capitol	Commission,	which	was	uncertain	whether	it	had	the	legal	authority	to	prohibit	guns	in	the	Capitol,	reviewed	
the	legal	opinion	they	paid	for	and	decided	that	they	do	in	fact	have	the	right	to	regulate	guns	in	the	Capitol	and	on	its	
grounds.	The	exception	is	that	the	commission	does	not	control	decisions	over	spaces	in	the	building	under	the	control	
of	the	House	and	Senate	including	offices	as	well	as	the	Capitol	parking	lot	space.	Now	the	commission	has	to	decide	if	
it	wants	to	take	action	on	guns.	One	of	the	commission	members	doesn’t	want	to	ban	guns	because	detection	equipment	
could	cost	a	quarter	of	a	million	dollars.

Some Microbreweries Can Self-Distribute - Cocktails-To-Go Approved
The	governor	signed	a	bill	package	which	amends	the	Michigan	Liquor	Control	Code	allowing	microbreweries	to	self-
distribute	directly	to	retailers	under	limited	circumstances.	She	also	signed	the	law,	which	allows	bars	and	restaurants	
to	sell	cocktails-to-go	and	expand	social	districts	to	allow	for	more	outdoor	seating	and	areas	for	people	to	safely	
congregate	while	practicing	physical	distancing.	Specifically:
•	 Allow	for	drinks	to	go	and	the	delivery	of	drinks	by	on-premises	licensees	until	Dec.	31,	2025;
•	 Allow	two-for-one	pricing	on	drinks	sold	in	a	licensed	establishment;
•	 Increase	the	amount	of	spirits	an	on-premises	account	can	purchase	from	an	off-premises	account	from	

nine	liters	per	month	(108	liters	per	year)	to	120	liters	per	year	with	no	monthly	cap;
•	 Create	an	exception	to	the	aid	and	assistance	rule	to	allow	a	manufacturer	to	refund	a	wholesaler	for	

expired	products;
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•	 Allow	local	governments	to	establish	social	districts	with	a	commons	area	that	multiple	on-premises	licensees	can	use	
to	increase	sales	via	permit	until	Dec.	31,	2024.

Governor Announces Plan for Re-Opening Schools
The	governor’s	plan	for	re-opening	schools	varies	depending	on	the	Phase	the	school	resides	in	and	is	grouped	into	
required	and	recommended	actions.	The	system	is	based	heavily	on	wearing	masks	since	social	distancing	will	be	difficult,	
but	recommended	if	possible.	Currently	Mackinaw	City	is	in	Phase	5.	Any	school	that	falls	to	Phase	3	or	lower	can	not	
open;	learning	will	be	remote..

In	Phase	5,	students	won’t	be	required	to	wear	masks	but	will	be	recommended	to	do	so	using	the	Phase	4	guidelines.	
Schools	would	be	strongly	recommended	to	do	health	screenings	and	send	students	with	COVID-19	symptoms	back	
home.	Phase	5	also	allows	for	indoor	spectator	events,	but	recommends	a	limit	of	50	people,	and	allows	for	outdoor	
spectator	events	to	have	250	present	–	though	still	encouraging	socially	distancing.

Should	we	fall	back	to	Phase	4,	the	plan	requires	all	pre-kindergarden	students	and	staff	to	wear	masks	in	common	areas	
of	school	buildings.	Students	and	teachers	in	grades	6	to	12	must	wear	them	in	classrooms.	The	remaining	students	won’t	
be	required	to	wear	them	in	the	classroom	unless	they	have	contact	with	the	students	outside	of	their	classroom.	The	
masks	must	be	washed	daily,	or	if	disposable,	replaced	daily.

Postponement of Drivers License Renewal Now Law
Governor	Whitmer	signed	a	bill	extending	the	renewal	dates	for	driver’s	licenses,	CDLs,	state	ID	cards	and	vehicle	
registrations.	Those	expiring	between	Feb.	1	and	June	30	would	have	until	Sept.	30,	2020	to	have	them	renewed.

Pellston Regional Airport received $250,000 from the state toward monitoring and testing for PFAS 
contamination.

Ruling expected on location of state’s jurisdiction at water’s edge
EGLE	contends	it	has	jurisdiction	over	the	lake	bottom	to	the	point	where	the	water	sits	on	a	calm	day.	In	2011	a	
Michigan	appeals	court	ruled	that	the	state	has	control	to	the	statutory	set	point	of	580.5	feet,	called	the	ordinary	high	
water	mark.	Currently	the	water	is	at	least	a	foot	above	that.	The	difference	is	important	for	shoreline	property	owners	for	
permitting	purposes	and	for	public	access.	A	court	ruling	is	awaited.

Absentee ballot requests up 350% from 2016
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Medication Drop Offs for July
McLaren	Northern	Michigan	will	be	hosting	two	medication	drop	off	events	in	July.	
McLaren	Cheboygan	Campus	near	the	Emergency	Department	July	8,	2020	from	9	am	-	1	pm
McLaren	Petoskey	Campus	Administration	Entrance	July	15,	2020	from	7	am	-	4	pm

Pipeline Probably Hit by Boat Anchor in the Past Year - When is important
Enbridge	says	it	has	not	yet	concluded	what	happened	to	the	dual	pipes	running	under	the	Straits	of	Mackinac.	They	
postulate	that	the	scraped	quagga	mussels	was	caused	by	a	dragged	wire	(cable)	pulled	perpendicular	to	the	westerly	
pipe	because	they	can	see	where	it	dragged	on	the	bottom	on	both	sides	of	the	pipe.	The	more	serious	damage	to	the	east	
pipeline	was	probably	caused	by	a	modest	sized	boat’s	anchor	dragged	parallel	along	the	pipeline.	It	caught	the	east	leg	
of	the	anchor	support.	This	explanation	came	out	at	the	court	hearing	prompted	by	Attorney	General	Nessel’s	request,	and	
the	court’s	compliance,	to	shut	down	both	lines	last	week.	

At	the	court	hearing,	the	state	asked	that	Enbridge	provide	the	state	with	all	the	available	information	about	the	recently-
discovered	damage,	including	an	explanation	of	what	caused	the	damage	and	how	Enbridge	will	prevent	future	incidents.	
The	state	asked	that	both	spans	of	the	pipeline	remain	closed	until	Enbridge	“affirmatively	demonstrates”	it	can	safely	
resume	operations.	The	state	is	concerned	that	Enbridge	has	not	determined	exactly	what	hit	the	anchor	support	on	the	
east	leg,	or	when.	The	question	of	when	particularly	raises	
questions	about	Enbridge’s	monitoring	of	the	pipeline.	
Enbridge	said	they	do	not	know	when	the	pipeline	was	hit	
but	probably	in	the	past	year.	

Enbridge	believes	the	state	cannot	order	the	pipeline	shut	
down,	only	the	federal	government	can	do	that.	Enbridge	
says	it	will	soon	position	a	boat	over	the	pipelines	24-7	
to	monitor	all	boats,	not	just	large	ones.	The	judge	heard	
both	side	of	the	argument	and	ruled	that	the	scraped	west	
line	can	re-open	after	Enbridge	conducts	an	inline	interior	
inspection	of	the	pipe	and	shares	acceptable	results	with	
the	state.	More	safety	assessments	are	required	on	the	
east	line	before	re-opening.	The	judge	wants	all	available	
information	by	Tuesday.

Enbridge’s Request to Build Tunnel Must Go Through Full Review
Enbridge	asked	the	Michigan	Public	Service	Commission	(MPSC)	that	permission	to	build	the	tunnel	in	the	Straits	be	
permitted	either	through	a	1929	law	or	through	the	terms	of	its	1953	easement	agreement.	Based	on	Enbridge’s	spring	
application	and	public	comments,	the	MPSC	decided	that	the	tunnel	was	sufficiently	different	from	the	pipeline	approved	
in	the	1953	easement	so	the	1953	easement	could	not	be	extended	to	include	the	tunnel.	Falling	back	to	the	1929	law,	
“The	Commission	found	that	the	Line	5	project	involves	important	factual,	policy	and	legal	issues	best	resolved	through	
a	proceeding	that	includes	discovery,	comprehensive	testimony	and	evidence	to	provide	a	robust	record.	The	Commission	
observed	that	this	proposal	is	a	matter	of	significant	public	interest	best	addressed	through	a	contested	case.”

The	MPSC	is	scheduling	a	public	hearing	on	Aug.	24	to	provide	an	overview	of	the	MPSC	process	and	Enbridge’s	
application	and	for	commissioners	to	hear	directly	from	the	public.	The	hearing	will	be	held	remotely	with	telephone	and	
web	access	options.	Additional	details	will	be	provided	in	the	coming	weeks.	The	MPSC	launched	a	dedicated	web-page,	
www.michigan.gov/MPSCLine5,	to	enable	the	public	to	monitor	Enbridge’s	siting	application	and	related	requests.

In this photo of the westerly pipe you can see where something dragged 
across the bottom as well as over the pipe
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Colonial Michilimackinac Archaeology

Cuff link

MACKINAW	CITY,	MICH.	–	The	field	season	has	begun	at	Colonial	Michilimackinac	and	already	archaeologists	are	
finding	exciting	items.
	
“We	had	an	interesting	find	late	in	the	week,”	said	Dr.	Lynn	
Evans,	Curator	of	Archaeology	for	Mackinac	State	Historic	
Parks.	“It	appears	to	be	an	intaglio	glass,	or	possibly	crystal,	
sleeve	button,	what	we	would	call	a	cuff	link	today.	We	are	
not	sure	who	the	figure	is,	but	it	appears	to	be	a	Classical	
figure,	which	might	have	appealed	to	an	educated	man	of	
the	eighteenth	century.	It	was	found	in	what	we	believe	
to	be	the	second	cellar	of	the	house,	where	we	have	been	
finding	British-era	artifacts.	We	have	found	other	intaglios	at	
Michilimackinac,	including	another	one	at	this	house,	but	the	
others	have	all	been	round	and	appear	to	have	been	busts	in	
the	style	of	the	eighteenth	century.
	
The	root	cellar	in	House	E	of	the	Southeast	Rowhouse	in	the	
southeast	corner	has	yielded	a	gunflint,	a	plain	pewter	button,	
and	part	of	a	bone	handle	from	a	knife.	Two	horizontal	
planks,	perhaps	the	floor,	are	starting	to	be	exposed.	In	
addition	to	the	intaglio	glass,	a	plain	brass	button	and	an	
intact	heart-shaped	trade	ring	have	been	excavated	in	this	
area.
	
In	the	French	period,	this	house	was	owned	by	Charles	
Gonneville.	We	don’t	know	for	sure	if	he	ever	lived	here	
year-round.	His	wife,	Marie	Leriger,	may	have	accompanied	
him	for	at	least	some	summers,	because	her	sister	lived	
next	door	(in	the	end	unit).	By	1765,	the	house	was	being	
occupied	by	an	English	trader.	We	don’t	know	his	name.	It	
looks	like	he	stayed	into	1781	and	the	house	was	never	rented	by	the	military.

The ring is 
brass. The 
design could 
be the letter V, 
or the Roman 
numeral V, or 
something more 
abstract. It is 
a type of trade 
ring commonly 
known as a Jesuit ring, but more properly termed an iconographic ring. They are 
common on fur trade sites. They are brass rings with a flat bezel which may be 
round, octagonal or heart-shaped. They are called Jesuit rings because some of the 
earliest found had recognizable religious symbols. Subsequent finds and research 
have demonstrated that while they MAY have started as religious items, they quickly 
became secularized trade goods with seemingly random symbols.
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Visit Colonial Michilimackinac
I	made	my	first	visit	to	Colonial	Michilimackinac	this	week.	It	was	great	to	get	
inside	the	fort	walls,	see	the	tourists,	and	feel	like	maybe	things	are	returning	to	
normal.	But	there	were	obvious	differences	this	year,	all	for	safety.	To	go	inside	
any	of	buildings	requires	a	mask.	So	masks	were	on	nearly	everyone,	including	
those	in	the	gift	shop	entry	with	its	new	Plexiglas	screening.	The	next	change	I	
noticed	was	for	the	safety	of	the	facility	rather	than	the	people.	The	spot	where	
the	canoes	and	fur	trading	interpretation	formerly	occurred,	just	outside	of	the	
water	gate,	have	eroded	under	the	current	high	lake	levels.	New	rip-rap	is	now	
protecting	the	shore	and	the	interpretation	is	occurring	much	closer	to	the	entry	
buildings.

Once	inside	the	fort	walls	I	could	immediately	tell	that	the	number	of	
interpretors	is	reduced.	At	least	one	reason	
is	reduced	housing,	as	rooms	that	formerly	
housed	two	summer	workers	now	only	
house	one.	So	interpretors	are	at	about	half	
the	normal	number.	But	they	are	augmented	
with	obvious	DNR	staff	walking	around	
disinfecting	surfaces.	To	provide	an	equal	
quality	of	experience,	the	interior	room	
demonstrations	and	explanation	have	been	
supplanted	with	more	extensive	exterior	
guided	tours.

In	anticipation	of	the	125th	anniversary,	
special	events	were	scheduled	for	every	
day	of	the	summer.	But	the	virus	disrupted	
this	plan.	The	free	Saturday	night	movies	
near	the	gazebo	by	the	fort	are	still	ongoing.	
Also,	some	of	the	exterior	special	free	
events	will	take	place	including	the	Fire	at	
Michilimackinac	this	
upcoming	Thursday.	
It	is	expected	that	this	
free	event	at	dusk	will	
be	a	great	experience	
to	see	the	fire	power	of	
the	different	pieces	of	
artillery	owned	by	the	
fort.

Visiting	the	fort	seemed	
like	a	totally	safe	
experience.
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Signs of a Pandemic
Food	is	still	an	important	part	of	vacation.	The	pandemic	
has	created	food	lines	and	building	adaptations.

Windows amd doors 
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Trash
Village	staff	say	that	trash	levels	are	up	about	50%	
mostly	due	to	food	containers	from	take-out	that	don’t	
compact	very	well	and	attract	seagulls	that	scatter	the	
trash	about.	Masks	are	a	new	form	of	litter.

A Few Jamaican  Workers Arrive
Officially	H2B	Jamaican	workers	were	again	allowed	to	come	to	
the	U.S	on	May	18,	but	practically	visas	were	not	issued	until	the	
day	before	President	Trump’s	new	immigrant	ban	of	June	22,	explained	Joe	Lieghio.	Thirty	workers	arrived	but	he	said,	
“We	are	still	very	short	and	can’t	open	all	businesses.	Hours	are	cut	and	some	businesses	will	not	open	for	the	summer.”
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Identify, Isolate and Contact is Not Working
Dr.	Fauci	says,	“Something	isn’t	working,”	when	he	talks	about	the	resurgence	of	Covid-19.	Up	until	recently	Fauci	
stressed	the	triple	prong	approach	to	containing	the	virus:	identify,	isolate,	and	contact	trace.	He	now	realizes	that	this	
system,	used	for	decades	to	control	contagious	diseases,	isn’t	working.	Why	not?	He	believes	it	is	because	the	system	is	
built	on	the	basic	assumption	that	everyone	with	the	disease	shows	symptoms.	The	recent	numbers	suggest	that	40%	of	
those	infected	are	asymptomatic.

The	new	approach	is	called	pool	testing	or	group	testing.	It	works	because	most	people	are	not	infected.	Estimates	are	that	
92	to	95%	of	the	population	is	still	susceptible.	Scientific American	magazine	described	it	as	

“Group testing is a numbers game. Let’s say you are examining 100 people, and one of them is positive. Normally you 
would do 100 diagnostic tests, searching for genetic material from the virus in each individual. But with 
group testing, you can divide those 100 people into five groups of 20. That gives you five pools with 20 
samples, and you use one test per pool. If the first four sample pools test negative, you have eliminated 80 
people with four tests. If the last pool tests positive, you retest each sample in that last pool individually to 
identify the one with the disease. In the end, you did 25 tests instead of 100.”

FDA Will Give Full Approval If a Vaccine is 50% Effective
The	Food	and	Drug	Administration	said	that	to	win	full	regulatory	approval,	any	Covid-19	vaccine	will	have	to	prevent	
or	decrease	the	disease’s	severity,	in	at	least	50	percent	of	the	people	who	receive	it.	The	standards	apply	to	full	
approvals.	But	the	agency	didn’t	rule	out	temporary	approvals,	called	emergency	use	authorizations,	which	typically	
are	based	on	less	stringent	requirements.	For	comparison	the	flu	vaccine	is	40-60%	effective	while	the	two	doses	of	
measles,	mumps	and	rubella	(MMR)	vaccine	is	97%	effective	against	measles.
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Dr. Fauci on what he does and doesn’t do
The	Washington Post	asked	five	health	specialists	how	they	deal	with	Covid-19	in	their	
daily	lives.		Here	are	shortened	responses	by	Dr.		Fauci.

Q: When and where do you wear a mask?
It	dominates	everything	I	do.	The	only	time	I	don’t	wear	one	is	when	I	am	alone,	when	
I	am	home	with	my	wife,	or	when	I	am	speaking	in	public	—	provided	there	is	6	feet	
between	me	and	the	people	to	whom	I	am	speaking.

Q: Besides family, do you allow anyone else inside your home, such as cleaners or service people for repairs?
The	only	person	who	comes	into	the	house	besides	(my	wife)	Christine	and	me	is	the	woman	who	cleans	the	house	once	
every	two	weeks.	She	wears	a	mask	and	gloves	at	all	times	while	in	the	house.

Q: Do you shop in grocery stores, or order online? Do you wash the items off or disinfect the packages at home?
I	do	physically	go	to	the	grocery	store,	but	I	wear	a	mask	and	keep	my	distance.	I	usually	go	at	odd	times.	In	the	late	
afternoon	or	evening,	when	I’m	finished	with	the	White	House,	I	go	shopping	for	groceries,	or	to	drugstores.	I	don’t	
disinfect	the	bags.	In	general,	I	will	take	the	materials	out	of	the	bags,	then	wash	my	hands	with	soap	and	water,	and	then	
use	Purell,	and	let	everything	sit	for	a	day.

Q: Would you dine inside a restaurant? Outside? Do you get takeout?
We	don’t	do	anything	inside.	I	don’t	eat	in	restaurants.	We	do	get	takeout.

Q: Do you take any precautions with your mail or packages?
I	used	to,	but	now	I	just	bring	the	mail	in,	wash	my	hands,	then	let	it	lie	around	for	a	day	or	two	before	I	open	it.

Q: Do you go to friends› homes for dinner, or have friends to your house, or see them in other ways?
On	the	rare	occasion	when	we	have	people	over,	we	have	them	out	on	the	deck,	six	feet	apart,	and	we	never	have	more	
than	two	people,	and	they	are	people	who	themselves	are	locked	in.	We	wear	masks,	unless	we	are	eating.	We	don’t	share	
anything.	Each	person	has	his	or	her	own	receptacle.	Some	people	even	bring	their	own	glasses.	We	always	do	takeout	and	
I	tell	the	takeout	people	that	I	want	the	food	in	four	separate	plastic	containers,	so	no	one	has	to	touch	anyone	else’s	food.	
Everyone’s	food	is	self-contained.	Also,	we	always	stay	outside.	If	it’s	too	hot,	or	rainy,	we	cancel	it.

Q: Are you getting your hair cut?
I	usually	get	it	cut	every	five	weeks,	but	I	didn’t	go	for	a	long	while.	By	the	11th	week,	it	was	looking	really	bad.	So	I	
asked	the	woman	who	cuts	my	hair	if	I	could	come	in	really	early	in	the	morning,	at	7	a.m.,	and	we	arranged	to	do	that.	
No	one	else	was	there.	She	wore	a	mask	and	I	wore	a	mask.

Q: Are you willing to fly? What about bus, train, subway?
I’m	79	years	old.	I	am	not	getting	on	a	plane.

Q: Would you go work out at a gym? Swim in a pool? Run? Walk?
I	would	not	go	to	a	gym.	I	need	to	be	so	careful.	I	don’t	want	to	take	a	chance.	I	have	a	pool	at	home,	so	I	swim	in	that.	I	
do	power-walking	with	Chris.	We	go	every	day,	3.5	miles	per	day	during	the	week,	four	miles	over	the	weekend.	

Q: Are you making routine trips to the doctor or dentist?
No,	not	yet,	although	I	might	check	in	within	the	next	few	weeks	with	my	physician	to	get	some	soothing	meds	for	my	
throat	since	I	have	a	hoarse	voice	from	so	many	briefings	and	interviews.	He	will	probably	take	a	look	and	say:	
“Just	stop	talking	so	much.”

Q: Will you ever shake hands again? Hug/kiss someone?
I	think	it’s	going	to	be	a	while.	The	infection	rate	will	have	to	be	extremely	low	or	nonexistent,	or	we	have	to	
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Snakes
Psychologists	say	we	have	an	innate	fear	of	snakes	and	spiders,	probably	residual	from	our	ancestors	that	lived	in	trees	
where	both	could	be	a	threat.	Here	in	northern	Michigan	there	is	nothing	to	worry	about.	Instead	they	are	a	marvel	to	
appreciate,	especially	their	eating	habits	compared	to	humans.

Humans,	at	their	most	glutinous	eat	maybe	5	pounds	of	food	at	a	sitting,	well	under	5%	of	our	body	weight.	Snakes,	on	the	
other	hand,	routinely	eat	25%	of	their	body	weight	at	a	meal	and	can	eat	up	to	100%	or	even	more.	It	is	an	evolutionary	
trade-off.	The	bones	in	human	heads	have	evolved	into	intricate	ear	structures	allowing	humans	to	have	good	hearing	at	
the	cost	of	great	jaws.	Snake	evolution	moved	those	bones	into	the	jaw	to	allow	snakes	to	open	wide	and	consume	a	huge	
prey.	

Bone arrangement lets the snake eat big
In	snakes	the	quadrate	bone,	the	middle	of	the	three	bones	
making	up	the	human	inner	ear	also	called	the	incus,	has	
migrated	to	the	back	of	the	snake’s	jaw,	acting	like	a	double	
hinge	allowing	a	very	wide	jaw	opening.	Humans	can	open	
their	mouths	only	about	30	degrees;	snakes	150	degrees.	Also	
snakes	can	move	their	lower	jaw	much	further	to	the	left	and	
right	than	humans.	And	better	yet	the	left	and	right	side	of	
their	lower	jaw	are	not	rigidly	attached.	In	other	words,	it	is	
like	cutting	our	jaw	apart	between	our	front	teeth	and	then	
hooking	it	back	with	rubber	bands.	All	this	jaw	movement	
allows	the	snake	to	capture	enormous	prey,	prey	as	big	as	the	
snake	itself.

With	these	eating	advantages,	the	snake	can	capture	a	prey,	
hold	it	with	its	back	facing	
teeth,	and	then	gradually	
walk	over	it	moving	from	
side	to	side	hooking	it	
further	and	further	along.	It	
will	gradually	work	the	prey	
to	the	inside	of	its	mouth	
and	throat.	It	may	take	just	
a	moment	to	capture	a	prey	
but	several	hours	to	swallow	
it.	Prey	is	eaten	head	first	so	
that	hair,	legs,	and	feathers	
are	pressed	back	and	the	
prey	won’t	get	stuck.	Thus,	
the	snake’s	teeth	are	used	
to	move	the	food	inside,	
like	we	use	our	hands.	But	
the	teeth	are	of	no	use	in	
chopping	up	the	food.

Earlier this spring music teacher 
Katie Anderson sent me pictures 
of garter snakes in her yard. They 
are the garden’s best friend. They 
eat garden pests, including slugs, 
snails, insects, grasshoppers and 
small rodents.
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The risks of a big meal
The	snake’s	digestive	juices	slowly,	oh	so	slowly,	dissolve	
the	prey	into	nutrition.	It	will	even	digest	the	bones,	but	not	
hair.	While	this	dissolving	is	going	on	the	snake	is	at	risk.	
First,	from	the	prey	rotting	before	it	is	dissolved.	If	it	rots	
it	swells	up	filling	with	gas	and	distending	the	snake	more.	
If	the	prey	get	too	big	the	snake	may	have	to	vomit	it	out	
or	risk	death.	Snakes	bask	in	the	sun,	preferring	90	degree	
temperatures,	to	speed	their	digestive	processes.	When	it	
gets	cool	outside,	65	degrees	or	less,	a	snake	stops	eating.	
They	don’t	want	anything	in	their	stomach	that	might	
ferment	during	the	winter.

Secondly,	a	full	snake	is	weighted	down	with	its	meal	
and	has	trouble	moving	about,	making	it	an	easier	prey	
to	bigger	predators.	The	snake	tries	to	hide	while	it	is	
digesting	food.

Also,	with	a	full	mouth,	a	snake	will	have	trouble	getting	
enough	oxygen.	It	has	nostrils	for	breathing	but	they	are	
insufficient	during	digestion.	Nature	has	taken	care	of	the	problem	by	providing	the	snake	with	a	breathing	tube	in	its	
mouth	called	the	glottis.	Although	the	glotis	is	something	we	seldom	see,	we	have	likely	heard	it.	When	the	snake	exhales	
a	piece	of	cartilage	inside	the	glottis	vibrates	creating	the	hiss	we	associate	with	snakes.	

Why	does	the	snake	need	the	extra	oxygen	boost?	For	a	comparison,	when	a	human	jogs	their	oxygen	consumption	
increases	1,000%	over	normal.	When	a	human	eats,	oxygen	consumption	increases	from	20-25%.	When	a	snake	eats,	it	
consumes	3,600%	over	normal.	

Snakes	can	regurgitate	a	partially	digested	meal	if	they	feel	threatened	and	need	to	escape	or	they	are	feeling	oxygen	
deprived.	It	may	take	days	for	a	snake	to	digest	a	meal.

And	to	complete	the	digestive	cycle,	how	long	after	eating	does	it	take	to	
become	feces?
•	 Humans	less	than	a	day
•	 Hummingbirds	less	than	an	hour
•	 Big	snake	a	week	or	up	to	three

Source: https://www.discovermagazine.com/the-sciences/dining-with-
the-snakes

A snake with its mouth full exhibits its glotis through which it is 
breathing.
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Americans Are Aging and The Housing Stock is not Ready
The	American	population	is	aging.	That	means	there	is	a	need	for	more	homes	suitable	for	aging	homeowners.	The	CDC	
estimates	that	more	than	1	in	4	people	over	
age	65	fall	each	year,	creating	medical	
expenses	of	more	than	$50	billion	annually.	
Medicare	and	Medicaid	pay	for	most	of	
this	with	the	average	hospital	stay	costing	
$30,000.

Here	are	the	items	recommended:

Home	layout
	 Single	floor	home
	 Multiple	floor	with	bedroom	and	bath	
on	entry	floor
	 Step	free	entry	into	home

Bathrooms
	 Built-in	shower	seat
	 Elevated	toilet
	 Handrails	or	grab	bars	in	bathroom

Mobility	features
	 Elevator	
	 Extra	wide	doors	or	hall
	 No	steps	between	rooms
	 Ramps	in	home

Wheelchair	accessibility
	 Bathroom
	 Climate	control
	 Counter	tops	low
	 Electrical	outlets	low
	 Kitchen	cabinets

House	features
	 Door	handles	instead	of	knobs
	 Handrails	along	stairways
	 Kitchen	trays	or	lazy-susans
	 Sink	handles	or	levers	(not	knobs)

For	adults	over	the	age	of	65,	37.8	percent	
are	living	alone	while	46.8	are	living	with	
a	spouse.	Most	are	living	in	single-family	
homes	that	they	own.	In	2011,	94%	of	the	115	million	housing	units	in	the	country	had	at	least	one	aging	feature.	But	only	
10%	were	aging	ready,	meaning	they	had	a	step	free	entry,	a	bedroom	and	full	bath	on	the	first	floor,	and	had	at	
least	one	bathroom	accessibility	feature.

Of	the	28.5	million	households	with	an	older	adult,	28%	reported	difficulty	using	some	aspect	of	their	home.	
The	biggest	problem	was	mobility	and	the	lack	of	handrails	and	grab	bars.
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