
Events in Mackinaw City 

All events listed are still planned, but that may change - check first

September 5 Saturday
•	 Movies	by	the	Bridge:	Star Wars – The Rise of Skywalker,	Michilimackinac	State	Park,	dusk,	free

September 6 Sunday
•	  Church	service	at	Conkling	Heritage	Park,	11	am

September 14 Monday
•	 Historical	Society,	Lynn	Evans	presentation,	Zoom,	7	pm

September 15 Tuesday Noon - 5 pm
•	 Blood	drive,	St.	Anthony	parish	hall,	noon	to	5	pm

September 16 Wednesday 10 am
 Food	pantry,	Church	of	Straits

September 19 - 20 Saturday-Sunday
•	 Michilimackinac	Secrets	and	Scandals:	History	Revealed,	Colonial	Michilimackinac,	Included	with	Regular	

Admission
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Governor extends State of 
Emergency until October 1st
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NOTICE THEY WILL BE TESTING FOR ANTIBODIES
A chance to discover if you have been infected
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Archaeological Finds at Colonial Michilimackinac this Summer Presentation
Monday,	September	14,	7	pm

Zoom	into	a	Mackinaw	Area	Historical	Society	meeting	and	hear	Dr.	Lynn	Evans	speak	on	“History	in	our	Backyard:	
Recent	Archaeological	Excavation	at	Michilimackinac.	The	presentation	
will	cover	the	basics	of	the	archaeological	process	and	provide	an	overview	
of	the	current	project,	a	fur	traders’	residence,	including	finds	from	the	
recently-concluded	field	season	at	Colonial	Michilimackinac

Join	Zoom	Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72239424934?pwd=djhoMVltN2kwS0lWQVV
nM2t1d2s5Zz09

Meeting	ID:	722	3942	4934
Passcode:	0nsPdj

Mackinaw Area Historical Society wins tree grant
Streets,	parks	and	other	public	spaces	are	going	to	look	a	little	greener	thanks	to	a	grant	program	sponsored	by	the	
Michigan	Department	of	Natural	Resources,	the	DTE	Energy	Foundation	and	the	nonprofit	ReLeaf	Michigan.	Twenty-
eight	Michigan	communities	will	plant	1,100	trees	in	those	spaces,	sharing	$91,870	in	grants	dedicated	to	tree-planting	
projects.	One	of	the	recipients	is	the	Mackinaw	Area	Historical	Society	(MAHS)	which	was	awarded	$1,350	for	the	
planting	of	nine	trees	to	go	with	the	nine	new	interpretive	signs,	benches	and	ADA	pads	at	Heritage	Village.

“Trees	in	our	communities	play	a	vital	role	in	the	health	and	well-being	of	our	cities	and	the	people	who	live	there,”	said	
Kevin	Sayers,	DNR	Urban	and	Community	Forestry	program	coordinator.	“This	has	become	especially	important	during	
the	COVID-19	pandemic	as	communities	recognize	the	value	of	having	extensive	and	accessible	green	spaces	filled	with	
healthy	trees.”

Since	the	program’s	inception,	nearly	47,000	trees	and	seedlings	have	been	planted	in	over	500	communities	
from	Iron	Mountain	to	Detroit.	This	is	the	second	grant	MAHS	has	gotten	from	this	group.	A	wall	of	trees	on	
the	east	edge	of	Heritage	Village	screen	the	property	from	Darrow’s	and	was	paid	for	with	one	of	these	grants.

A post unearthed at Colonial Michilimackinac

Archaeological digging at Michilimackinac is closed for 
the season

page	2 page	3September 6, 2020

by Sandy PlanisekMackinaw News



More on Wilderness Park Drive
The	residents	of	Wilderness	Park	Drive	(WPD)	are	voting	now	on	the	special	assessment	option	for	paving	their	road.	
Ballots	are	due	by	September	25,	2020.	A	letter	accompanying	the	ballot	says,

If special assessment funding is not approved, the road commission is required by law to create a 10 foot clear zone 
from the current edge of pavement on both sides of the road. That means, any encroachment within the 10 foot clear 
zone must be removed. If the special assessment is approved, the clear zone on the west side (residential) will be 7 
foot with a 28 foot pavement from the current edge of pavement and all widening will be to the east. The clear zone 
on the west side of the pavement will be 8 foot if a 26 foot pavement is constructed; using only 2 feet of the current 
pavement as part of the clear zone. (A 10 foot clear zone from the white line is required regardless of pavement 
width)
 
The section of Wilderness Park Drive between Second Beach and Cecil Bay Drive will be constructed in 2021 to a 
28 foot wide pavement with 3 foot paved shoulders. We are anticipating a $30,000 to $50,000 savings if both projects 
can be bid together. It is highly recommended that the special assessment portion be constructed to 28 foot wide to 
match both ends of Wilderness Park Drive. The special assessment will not exceed $372,000. Once bids are received, 
any bid savings will lower the special assessment. If a special assessment is seen as favorable, the road commission 
will seek additional funding sources.

The	price	of	the	special	assessment	was	reported	by	the	road	commission	at	the	public	meeting	to	be	$3,000	per	100	feet	
of	frontage,	but	as	was	pointed	out,	if	you	do	the	math	for	$372,000,	it	actually	comes	out	to	over	$7,000	per	lineal	foot,	
more	than	twice.	So	the	amount	of	the	assessment	is	unclear	to	me	and	was	not	mentioned	in	the	letter	sent.

It	was	also	explained	to	me	that	the	road	drifts	dramatically	in	the	right-of-way	(ROW).	Here	is	a	description	I	was	
provided.

This section of WPD begins on or very close to the deeded ROW center line at 1st Beach but going north to south 
from 1st to 2nd Beach the road drifts to the East until it is approx. 16’ east of ROW center line. It then bends fairly 
sharply to the West to cross the creek located approximately in the center of the Bay and at the creek crossing the 
road is approx. 9’ west of ROW center line. After crossing the creek the road again drifts East until it is once again 
approx 16’ east of the ROW center line. After the last house before 2nd Beach the road moves West again until it is 
back in the center of the ROW near 2nd Beach. 

Bridge card to expire soon - get your windshield sticker
The	Mackinac	Bridge	Authority	reports	that	70%	of	all	MacPass	transactions	were	completed	with	the	windshield	sticker	
tag,	meaning	30%	were	still	done	with	the	old	card.	They	want	to	remind	everyone	that	you	only	have	to	the	end	of	the	
year	to	convert	your	card	to	the	window	sticker.	Then	the	card	will	be	useless.	To	switch	go	to	the	MacPass	website	
https://macpass.mackinacbridge.org	to	sign	into	your	existing	MacPass	account.	You	will	have	to	request	MacPass	
sticker	tags	and	enter	information	about	your	vehicle	(license	plate,	make,	model,	color	and	year).	Stickers	cost	only	$1	
each,	and	you	can	have	multiple	tags	on	one	account.	If	you	have	any	questions	or	concerns	call	(906)	643-7600.
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Village Hall News

At	his	job	performance	review	Manager	Pat	Wyman	received	excellent	marks.	Some	council	members	expressed	hope	that	
with	the	hiring	of	a	zoning	administrator,	Pat	will	have	more	time	to	take	professional	development	courses.

Special	events	were	approved:
•	 	 Trek	the	Mighty	Mac,	expecting	3,000	ATVs,	will	be	September	24-26	with	staging	at	the	Crossings	parking	lot.	
	 	 N.	Nicolet	will	be	closed	as	the	vehicles	cross	onto	the	bridge	on	Saturday.
•	 	 The	Beer	and	Wine	Festival	has	been	canceled.	Instead	the	Visitors	Bureau	replaced	it	with	an	Arts	and	Craft	
	 	 Show	on	September	26-27.

The	purchase	of	ransomware	security	software	for	the	village	was	approved	by	village	council.
The	moratorium	on	small	cell	towers	was	continued	awaiting	more	clarity	from	the	courts	and	the	state.
The	helicopter	rides	have	not	begun	and	the	village	permit	expires	Sept.	7th	while	the	state	permit	expires	the	8th.	The	
owner	may	request	an	extension.	The	village	is	planning	to	do	some	noise	testing.
For	Labor	Day	the	performance	shell	has	been	rented	by	Sun	Theatre	Variety	Show.
	
Zoning administrator
Village	council	approved	the	hiring	of	Ken	Lane.	His	duties	shall	include:

A.		 Administering	and	enforcing	the	village	zoning	ordinance	and	land	development	regulations;
B.		 Review	and	issuance	of	Zoning	Permits;
C.		 Interpret	and	apply	Zoning	Ordinance	and	corresponding	state	law	provisions;
D.		 Planning	and	zoning	assistance	to	village	officers	and	employees;	
E.		 Grant	research	and	applications;
F.		 Map	and	brochure	creation;
G.		 Surrounding	government	cooperation	and	networking;
H.		 Trail	planning;
I.		 Recreation	Plan	creation;
J.		 Strategic	Planning	with	Village	Manager	and	non-profits;	
K.		 Master	Plan	creation;
L.	 Staff	liaison	to	Village	Zoning	Board	of	Appeals;
M.		 Staff	liaison	to	Village	Planning	Commission;
N.		 Community	surveys	of	facility	conditions	and	use	(i.e.	sidewalk	plan,	sign	conditions,	etc.);
0.	 Community	surveys	of	viewpoints;	
P.		 Site	plan	review;
Q.	 Perform	such	other	duties	as	may	be	directed	by	the	Village	Manager.

It	is	estimated	that	Mr.	Lane	will	spend	an	average	of	fifty	(50)	hours	per	month	performing	the	duties	and	attending	to	the	
responsibilities	of	the	Village	Zoning	Administrator.	Such	time	shall	include	attendance	at	one	(1)	Village	Council	meeting	
and	one	(1)	Village	Planning	Commission	meeting	per	month	plus	two	(2)	eight	(8)	hour	in-service	days	per	month	at	
Village	Hall.	He	will	be	paid	$110	per	hour	with	no	fringe	benefits.	It	is	hoped	that	over	time	he	will	take	on	some	village	
legal	opinions,	a	service	the	village	currently	hires	at	$265	an	hour.	It	is	expected	that	Mr.	Lane	will	earn	$66,000	a	year.

Casino water sewer hook-up
The	village	has	a	fee	table	called	the	equivalent	unit	factor	fee	for	hooking	up	to	the	water	and	sewer	system.	This	is	a	
hook-up	fee	not	the	regular	quarterly	usage	fee.	The	base	is	1.0	unit	per	homeowner	dwelling.	For	gift	shops	
and	other	low	intensity	users	the	fee	is	0.5	units	per	1,000	square	feet.	For	schools,	grocery	stores,	hotels	and	
a	lot	of	other	things	it	is	1.0	units	per	1,000	square	feet.	A	car	wash	is	charged	1.5	per	1,000	sq.	ft.	Fudge	and	
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candy	shops	at	2.0.	Food	service	at	2.5.	Formerly	casinos	were	charged	3.0.	
The	money	collected	is	put	into	a	fund	for	upgrades	to	the	systems.	After	a	
lengthy	discussion	the	council	voted,	with	a	split	vote,	to	remove	the	category	
of	“casino”	from	both	the	water	and	sewer	ordinances.	Any	construction	at	the	
casino	will	be	categorized	into	one	of	the	other	groups	defined	in	the	table.	If	
they	build	a	hotel	they	will	pay	the	hotel	rate,	etc.	The	casino	is	only	asking	to	
hook	to	the	sewer;	they	have	water.

That	leaves	the	question	of	which	category	the	new	9,000	sq.	ft.	casino	
extension	will	fall	into.	If	it	is	to	be	considered	an	amusement	they	would	pay	
the	1.0	rate.	One	council	member	pointed	out	puzzling	anomalies.	Is	a	putter	
golf	course,	categorized	as	an	amusement,	going	to	have	the	same	impact	on	
the	water	and	sewer	system	as	a	casino?	The	category	for	the	gaming	floor	
addition	was	unresolved.	Also,	one	trustee	pointed	out	that	since	the	addition	
is	already	in	place,	the	old	ordinance	should	apply,	not	the	new	one.	However,	
that	did	not	seem	to	resonate	with	the	other	council	members.	

Enbridge Water Discharge Public Hearing
In	the	Enbridge	water	discharge	public	notice	last	week	there	were	links	to	register	for	the	public	hearing.	Because	of	how	
they	were	underlined	their	true	coding	was	hidden.	Here	are	the	correct	links.
Sept	29	from1	-	4	pm:	https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hab7JL3oSTSPeMP7tfkwkQ

Oct	6	from	6	-	9	pm:	https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1AP-twl4Qj2NENqynJIH1g
The	associated	documents	can	be	found	at	https://miwaters.deq.state.mi.us/nsite/site/2746869251480183093

EGLE	is	holding	eight	hearings	about	Enbridge	between	September	8	and	October	8.	They	are	listed	with	links	at

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIDEQ/bulletins/29dbd86	
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School Board Meeting
The	school	plan	for	re-opening	was	accepted	by	the	state.	The	board	realizes	that	events	might	not	unfold	as	expected	and	
gave	Superintendent	Curth	the	ability	to	make	small	adjustments	to	the	plan	with	weekly	updates	to	the	Covid	committee	
and	monthly	updates	to	the	entire	board.	If	big	changes	have	to	be	made,	a	special	board	meeting	can	be	called.

Both	cross-country	and	volleyball	are	sports	allowed	in	our	region	of	the	state	and	Mackinaw	City	is	participating	in	
both	under	more	stringent	rules	than	recommended	by	MHSAA,	the	private,	not-for-profit	corporation	of	voluntary	
membership	by	over	1,500	public	schools	which	exists	to	develop	common	rules	for	athletic	eligibility	and	competition	in	
Michigan.

Under	MHSAA	rules	the	gym’s	capacity	is	reduced	to	25%.	With	500	seats	this	leaves	the	capacity	at	125	visitors,	a	
number	not	likely	to	be	reached	by	volleyball	fans.	Later,	in	basketball	this	might	become	a	concern.	But	at	the	first	home	
volleyball	game	there	were	36	fans,	30	for	Mackinaw	City	and	six	for	Detour,	the	competition.	The	rules	in	effect	at	this	
time	are:
	 Social	distancing	by	everyone,	in	the	seats,	on	the	bench,	by	the	players	before	and	after	games
	 Neither	team	will	use	the	locker	rooms
	 There	will	be	no	concessions
	 There	will	be	no	admission	fee,	to	eliminate	the	need	to	touch	money
	 The	benches	will	be	limited	to	one	coach,	one	assistant	coach,	one	statistician	and	the	players
	 Players	must	have	their	own	water	bottles	which	can	be	refilled	from	cases	of	water,	not	from	the	water	fountain
	 Everyone	must	enter	and	exit	through	the	north	main	school	door	to	minimize	traffic	in	the	rest	of	the	school
	 Masks	are	required	for	everyone	at	all	times,	except	players	on	the	field	who	have	the	option
	 The	temperature	of	all	athlete	will	be	checked	upon	arrival
	 Players	will	have	to	hand	sanitize	before	going	into	the	game	and	upon	return	before	they	hit	the	bench
	 A	three	ball	rotation	will	be	used	with	sanitizing	the	balls	between	use

The	rules	for	cross	country	are	essentially	the	same	except	the	number	of	spectators	is	not	limited.	Finishing	runners	will	
not	go	to	the	scorer	tent	but	will	receive	a	card	with	their	results.	It	will	be	given	to	the	coach	who	will	accumulate	them	
all	and	take	them	to	the	scorer.

An	audience	member	reported	that	some	of	the	schools	in	northern	Michigan	have	been	approached	about	lending	their	
gyms	to	schools	further	south	where	these	sports	are	not	currently	permitted.	This	raises	two	questions:	would	our	school	
consider	renting	the	gym	for	a	downstate	school	if	asked,	and	would	they	be	willing	to	continue	to	play	a	school	in	our	
district	if	that	school	loans	their	gym?	These	questions	will	
be	researched	for	a	future	board	meeting.	(Since the meeting 
the Governor announced that organized sports practices and 
competition can resume downstate - so presumably there will 
be no requests to rent our gym.)

The	school	board	also	dealt	with	Project	Close-Up,	the	trip	
which	takes	juniors	and	seniors	to	Washington,	DC	for	an	
education	on	our	political	system.	The	school	was	prepared	
to	take	17	students	and	2	chaperons	on	November	8th	with	all	
fees	already	paid.	The	organization	Project	Close-Up	has	not	
re-started	yet	and	the	school	board	decided	to	postpone	the	
trip	until	April	of	2021	and	take	all	juniors	and	seniors.	This	
will	involve	raising	enough	money	for	two	or	three	additional	
students	but	hopefully	with	pizza	sales	and	wreath	sales	at	
Christmas	there	will	be	enough	money.
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State News

86% Of Mich. K-12 School Districts Beginning Year With Some In-Person Learning
Roughly	86	percent	of	school	districts	across	the	state	will	begin	their	fall	semester	either	offering	some	or	completely	
in-person	instruction,	a	Michigan	State	University	study	found.	MSU’s	Education	Policy	Innovation	Collaborative	found	
that	upon	reviewing	the	return	to	learn	plans	as	of	August	19	for	537	traditional	schools	districts	and	286	public	school	
academy	districts,	59	percent	are	offering	students	the	option	of	returning	to	school	five	days	a	week	and	another	27	
percent	give	students	the	ability	to	return	to	their	school	between	two	to	three	days	a	week.

Most Governors Can Amend Laws In Emergencies; Most Legislatures Have Oversight
Most	states	give	their	governors	extraordinary	powers	to	amend	or	suspend	laws	and	regulations	during	emergencies,	as	
Governor	Whitmer	has	done,	but	most	states	also	give	their	legislatures	power	to	end	an	emergency	declaration,	unlike	
the	Michigan	law	on	which	Ms.	Whitmer	is	relying	to	keep	a	state	of	emergency	in	place.	A	review	of	research	conducted	
by	the	National	Conference	of	State	Legislatures,	National	Governors	Association,	Council	of	State	Governments	and	
the	U.S.	Centers	for	Disease	Control	and	Prevention	shows	that	for	as	much	as	Ms.	Whitmer’s	use	of	her	authority	
to	unilaterally	amend	statutes	to	respond	to	the	COVID-19	pandemic	has	rankled	Republicans,	most	states	give	their	
governors	the	same	authority	in	an	emergency.	Forty-nine	of	the	50	states	remain	under	some	form	of	a	state	of	emergency	
at	this	time.

Michigan Postal Service probably ready for election
Bridge Magazine	did	a	test	of	Michigan’s	postal	service	delivery	times.	They	asked	50	people	to	mail	a	letter	within	their	
own	county.	The	results	were	good.	Forty-two	arrived	within	two	days,	six	arrived	on	the	third	day,	and	only	two	took	
longer.	The	limitations	of	the	results	are	1)	this	was	not	for	packages,	and	2)	there	will	probably	be	more	mail	around	
election	time.	The	Secretary	of	State	says	to	be	sure	to	allow	at	least	a	week	for	absentee	ballots	and	the	sooner	you	mail	
yours	the	better.	If	you	requested	an	absentee	ballot,	it	should	be	sent	to	you	by	September	24th.

$300 for unemployed should start retroactively August 1st
Michigan	lawmakers	approved	a	budget	bill	that	would	authorize	the	federal	government’s	supplemental	$300-a-week	
unemployment	benefit	during	the	coronavirus	pandemic.	The	aid	—	which	is	in	addition	to	the	regular	state	benefit	—	has	
been	estimated	to	help	approximately	910,000	Michiganders	and	could	last	up	to	nine	weeks,	potentially	covering	from	
Aug.	1	through	Sept.	30,	according	to	an	analysis	from	the	nonpartisan	House	Fiscal	Agency.	Others	suggest	there	will	
only	be	five	weeks	worth.	This	boosts	Michigan’s	unemployment	benefit	to	$662	per	week.

Homeowner type customer suppliers of electricity complain
Gongwer	-	The	Public	Service	Commission	should	ensure	Consumers	Energy	Company	pays	a	fair	price	for	solar	energy	
produced	by	customers.	Consumers	Energy’s	proposal	would,	if	approved,	allow	the	company	to	pay	customers	46	
percent	less	for	energy	provided	to	the	electrical	grid	than	what	it	charges	the	same	customers	for	electricity.	There	are	
about	4,100	jobs	in	the	state	associated	with	the	solar	energy	industry,	which	generates	between	1	percent	and	2	percent	of	
electricity	in	the	state.

Automatic trucks could reduce crashes
AP—	Safety	features	such	as	automatic	emergency	braking	and	forward	collision	warnings	could	prevent	more	than	40%	
of	crashes	in	which	semis	rear-end	other	vehicles,	a	new	study	has	found.	Trucks	with	collision	warning	systems	reduced	
rear	crashes	by	44%,	while	automatic	emergency	braking	cut	rear	crashes	by	41%,	the	study	found.	The	institute	called	on	
the	federal	government	to	require	the	systems	on	new	large	trucks	and	said	many	truck	fleet	operators	are	already	adding	
emergency	braking	on	their	own.

In less than six months since the arrival of the new coronavirus in Michigan, the Unemployment 
Insurance Agency has received as many claims as it had in the previous six years combined, the 
agency said.
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Talons Over Mackinac - Mackinac Straits Raptor Watch 
MSRW		—On	August	20,	the	Mackinac	Straits	Raptor	Watch	launched	two	components	of	its	fall	research;	a	count	of	
waterbirds	migrating	through	the	Straits	of	Mackinac,	and	a	count	of	the	raptors	that	pass	overhead.	

Previous	waterbird	counts	from	2015	to	2018	showed	that	the	Straits	are	heavily	used	by	Red-necked	Grebe,	Long-tailed	
Duck,	and	Redhead	Duck	during	Fall	migration.	The	first	birds	to	come	through	are	Red-necked	Grebe	in	the	middle	of	
August	while	Redhead	Duck,	Long-tailed	Duck	and	White-winged	Scoter	are	late	migrants.	Long-tailed	ducks	begin	
to	pass	through	the	area	in	mid-October	and	are	still	coming	through	when	the	November	weather	turns	cold.	Common	
Loons	fly	through	the	Straits	for	most	of	the	fall,	with	few	stopovers.	Migrating	waterbirds	move	in	the	early	morning,	
then	find	a	place	to	feed	and	rest	later	in	the	day.	For	some	socially-distanced	fun,	take	your	binoculars	to	McGulpin	Point,	
or	Graham	Point	in	Saint	Ignace	from	7am	to	9	am	and	see	several	species	of	waterbirds.

Identifying	waterbirds	can	be	tricky	because	the	birds	usually	fly	at	a	distance.	Biologist	Ben	Stalheim,	from	Bellingham,	
Washington	is	our	professional	counter	this	year.	He	graduated	from	Humboldt	State	University	in	northern	California	in	
wildlife	and	evolutionary	biology.	

Since	waterbirds	are	just	beginning	to	migrate,	Ben	has	had	time	to	check	out	other	northern	Michigan	bird	life	and	waxes	
poetic	about	the	bright	colors	of	the	eastern	warblers:	northern	parulas,	Canada	warblers,	black-throated	green	warblers,	
American	redstarts,	yellow-rumped	warblers,	and	Nashville	warblers.	“Being	a	west	coast	kid,	all	of	the	diversity	and	
beautiful	warblers	that	light	up	the	trees	in	this	area	have	been	my	favorites.”

Check	out	Ben’s	periodic	blogs	https://www.mackinacraptorwatch.org/category/2020/.	During	the	fall,	Ben	promises	us	
some	lessons,	quizzes,	identification	aids,	and	other	fun	tidbits	to	accompany	the	weekly	breakdowns.	You	can	follow	the	
daily	waterbird	count	at	Dunkadoo:	https://dunkadoo.org/explore/mackinac-straits-raptor-watch/waterbirds-fall-2020.	

The	hawk	count	has	also	begun.	Our	counter	this	year	is	Calvin	Brennan,	from	Grayling.	He	will	observe	and	tally	raptors	
and	monarch	butterflies	from	August	20	to	November	10,	working	at	Point	LaBarbe,	St.	Ignace.	Watch	the	next	‘Talons	
Over	Mackinac’	for	his	story.	In	the	meantime,	watch	the	daily	data	for	bald	eagles	and	other	species	at	http://hawkcount.
org/month_summary.php?rsite=799.

Traveler confidence up
“Heading	into	the	2020	Labor	Day	holiday	weekend,	49	percent	of	those	surveyed	by	Longwoods	Int.	said	that	they	feel	
confident	about	venturing	outside	of	their	communities—a	ten-percent	jump	from	the	number	of	respondents	
who	said	the	same	two	weeks	ago	and	the	highest	level	of	such	sentiment	reported	since	early	May.	Also,	
the	percentage	of	those	who	said	they’d	feel	safe	dining	in	local	restaurants	and	shopping	in	their	local	
community’s	retail	stores	reached	48	percent—the	highest	confidence	level	reported	since	mid-May’s	nadir	of	
31	percent.”

Blue Jeans polluting Great Lakes
Researchers	at	the	University	of	Toronto	published	a	paper	revealing	that	they’ve	detected	cotton	microfibres	from	blue	
jeans	in	aquatic	environments	ranging	from	the	shallow	suburban	lakes	near	Toronto,	across	the	Great	Lakes	and	all	the	
way	up	to	the	Arctic	Archipelago.	Up	to	now	the	focus	has	been	on	synthetic	microfibers.	This	result	for	“natural”	fibers	
opens	a	new	area	of	concern.
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American Transmission Co. (ATC) will replace old electric cables across the Straits
Michigan’s	Upper	Peninsula	and	lower	Michigan	
have	been	connected	electrically	for	decades	by	
two	underwater	138-kilovolt	transmission	lines,	
comprised	of	six	cables.	These	connections	are	
critical	to	electric	reliability	in	the	eastern	U.P.	
and	northern	lower	Michigan.	ATC	will	remove	
the	six	underwater	cables	and	re-establish	
two	new	138,000-volt	circuits	in	the	Straits,	
approximately	four	miles	in	length.	The	new	
circuits	will	be	comprised	of	two,	three-phase	
submarine	cables	containing	solid	dielectric	
insulation.

Project need
In	April	2018,	ATC’s	transmission	lines	were	damaged	when	an	anchor	severed	two	of	the	cables	and	severely	damaged	
a	third.	The	three	undamaged	cables	were	reconfigured	to	form	a	single	transmission	line,	allowing	ATC	to	restore	an	
electrical	connection	between	the	U.P.	and	lower	Michigan.	With	only	one	operating	circuit	currently	in	service	across	
the	Straits,	there	are	risks	to	electric	system	reliability	and	
maintenance	in	the	region	when	other	transmission	lines	are	out	
of	service	–	either	planned	or	unplanned.	Two	new	underwater	
transmission	lines	are	needed	to	maintain	adequate	electric	
reliability	and	operating	flexibility.	The	cost	of	the	project	is	
estimated	to	be	$105	million.

Process
There	graphics	show	the	timeline	provided	by	ATC.

Source: https://www.atc-projects.com/projects/straits-cable-replacement-
project/
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Mackinaw History
Wilderness State Park
In	1855,	Father	John	Bernard	Weikamp	established	his	benevolent,	charitable,	and	religious	society	of	St.	Francis	at	Cross	
Village.	Eventually	2,000	acres	of	land	fell	under	its	domain.	Though	the	land	was	used	extensively	for	farming,	cattle,	
and	logging,	it	fell	into	disrepair	upon	Father	Weikamp’s	death	in	1889	and	was	finally	abandoned	in	1896.	For	the	next	
40	years,	the	land	was	owned	by	English	settlers	operating	three	large-scale	saw	mills.

As	fires	and	lumbering	operations	denuded	the	land,	it	became	useless	to	landowners.	In	1902,	“One	Forty	and	
Surrounding	Land”	was	sold	for	as	little	as	$1.00.	Much	of	this	land	reverted	to	the	state	for	nonpayment	of	taxes.	As	the	
years	went	by,	more	private	holdings	came	into	state	ownership	through	purchase	and	land	exchange.

In	1921	and	1922,	a	house	and	outbuildings	were	constructed	to	house	a	resident	manager	of	some	of	these	lands,	Frank	
Lloyd.	In	1928,	the	lands	were	turned	over	to	the	Parks	Division	of	the	state,	and	the	area	officially	became	“Wilderness	
State	Park”.	Its	first	manager	was	Thayer	Denny,	followed	shortly	by	Daddy	Bronson.

Aerial of Camp 1617. The camp consisted of 16 buildings, some permanent administrative buildings and some 150-foot tar paper 
dormitories. On the left in this photo is a covered pit, probably a root cellar. Dynamite was also stored near the camp 
for stump removal. During excavation of the current park amphitheater, a corner of a building was unearthed and its 
construction suggested a dynamite storage building. The tar paper shacks were cheap housing. But the cheap construction 
does not indicate poor maintenance. Competition for neatness of the white washed wooden strips and adjoining flower 
beds were held between barracks.

A New Civilian Conservation Corp?
The	CCC,	started	in	1933,	was	one	of	the	most	popular	New	Deal	programs	that	helped	lift	the	United	States	out	of	the	
Great	Depression.	It	sent	3.5	million	men	between	the	ages	of	18	and	25	into	the	wilds,	where	they	earned	about	$30	
a	month	building	roads,	flood	barriers,	and	campgrounds.	Over	the	course	of	nine	years,	the	CCC	changed	the	face	of	
outdoor	recreation	in	this	country,	ushering	in	the	era	of	easy-access	“car-camping”	that	exploded	after	World	War	II.

Now,	amid	a	global	pandemic,	parallels	to	the	Great	Depression	are	obvious.	A	bill	introduced	to	the	U.S.	Senate	is	
proposing	to	resurrect	the	corps	and	related	work	programs	in	rural	America.	The	21st	Century	Conservation	Corps	Act	
aims	to	support	rural	economies	“by	investing	in	job	training	and	development,	rangeland	and	working	lands	conservation	
programs,	and	the	planting	of	billions	of	trees.”	That	bill	would	include	$9	billion	to	fund	training	and	hiring	specifically	
for	“jobs	in	the	woods”	nationwide.	Supporters	are	trying	to	include	the	proposal	in	the	next	round	of	COVID-19	stimulus	
funding,	believing	it	would	“empower	hundreds	of	thousands	of	younger	Americans	to	serve	their	communities.”
Source: https://historynewsnetwork.org/article/177159
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The	single	greatest	development	at	
Wilderness	State	Park	occurred	during	
the	Depression,	with	the	establishment	
of	the	Civilian	Conservation	Corps	
(CCC).	Beginning	October	1,	1933,	
CCC	Camp	1617	was	built	on	the	hill	
where	the	present	outdoor	center	now	
stands.	During	their	stay	until	1937,	
the	CCC	established	an	impressive	
building	record,	including	all	interior	
roads	and	bridges,	five	trail	cabins	
and	one	trailside	shelter,	dining	hall,	
a	stone	and	log	observation	tower,	60	
feet	in	height	atop	Mt.	Nebo,	a	trail	
system	with	benches,	and	a	15-acre	area	
cleared	for	the	campground.	But	most	
noticeable	today	was	the	dredging	
and	damming	of	Big	Stone	Creek	to	
form	Goose	Pond.	(The	wooden	dam	
constructed	with	30-foot	wings	and	a	
clay	keyway	has	since	been	replaced	
with	concrete.)	When	the	camp	was	
discontinued	in	1937,	a	pit	was	dug	
in	the	camp	area	and	all	of	the	hand	
tools	were	buried	so	they	would	not	
be	used	by	local	residents	and	thus	
create	hardship	for	local	merchants	who	sold	such	tools.

The	year	1937	brought	three	changes	to	the	park;	the	burning	
down	of	a	trail	cabin	at	what	is	now	appropriately	called	
“Burnt	Cabin	Site”,	a	new	park	manager	by	the	name	of	
Bill	Parker,	and	with	the	ending	of	the	CCC	program,	the	
beginning	of	the	Works	Project	Administration	(WPA).	In	

addition	to	the	employment	of	common	laborers,	the	
WPA	employed	craftsmen	such	as	artists,	writers,	
musicians,	teachers,	and	architects.	WPA	workers	
completed	several	park	projects	between	1937	and	
1942,	including	three	log	dormitory	buildings	presently	
in	use	at	the	outdoor	center	and	the	development	of	the	
campground	with	restroom	facilities.	With	the	bombing	
of	Pearl	Harbor	on	December	7,	1941,	the	young	men	
went	into	military	service	and	little	was	done	within	the	
park	other	than	maintaining	the	status	quo;	however,	the	
old	CCC	Camp	and	Waugoshance	Point	
were	taken	over	by	the	Navy	and	placed	
off-limits	to	civilians.	Between	1942	and	
1946	the	area	was	used	as	a	testing	ground	
for	the	Navy.
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While tree planting was perhaps the biggest task of Michigan’s CCC, it 
was not the task of the Wilderness crew. Tree and slash removal were the 
main tasks which lead to the new roads and camp spots. Here a huge tree 
is being removed.
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CCC boys on parade 
in downtown Mackinaw 
City, Yes, they did meet 
and marry Mackinaw 
City girls. Grace and 
Dale Barton are one 
couple who remained 
in town.

The mess hall
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Fire Extinguishers
With	the	recent	motel	fire	nearby,	I	went	looking	for	my	fire	
extinguisher.	Problem	one	was	that	I	could	not	find	it.	It	had	
drifted	to	the	back	of	a	cupboard.	After	I	pulled	it	out	I	checked	
its	ratings	I	wondered	if	it	was	still	useful.	I	consulted	our	fire	
department	and	Asst.	Fire	Chief	Evan	Thompson	provided	much	
useful	information.	Some	of	the	information	verified	my	concern.	
“Deaths	from	fires	ranks	as	the	5th	most	common	reason	for	
unintentional	deaths	in	the	USA.	In	2015,	on	average	someone	
died	in	a	fire	every	160	minutes,	or	was	injured	every	33.5	
minutes.	It	is	also	estimated	that	$14.3	billion	worth	of	property	
damage	was	caused	by	fires	in	the	same	year.”

It	turns	out	the	most	important	information	on	my	extinguisher	is	
in	a	black,	hard-to-read	panel	on	the	back.	Mine	is	a	3-A:10-BC	
bought	in	2004	and	last	tested	in	2018.	It	is	UL	listed.	What	do	
all	these	numbers	and	letters	mean?

Flames	have	five	classes	based	on	the	material	that	is	burning,	
each	with	a	letter	designation:	A,	B,	C,	D,	and	K.	Every	
extinguisher	is	rated	according	to	the	fire	or	fires	that	it	is	
effective	against.	A	is	for	combustibles	like	paper	and	wood;	B	
is	flammable	liquids	like	grease,	C	is	energized	electrical,	D	and	

K	are	not	likely	in	the	home	since	D	
is	for	burning	metals	and	K	is	for	
animal	fat	in	cooking	fryers	and	
won’t	handle	gas	or	motor	oil	fires.	

Mine	is	ABC,	the	kind	recommended	for	homes	because	of	the	possible	types	of	fires,	and	because	it	
uses	dry	chemicals	that	won’t	accidentally	make	a	fire	worse	-	like	spraying	water	on	a	grease	fire	
would.	Home	extinguishers	use	monoammonium	phosphate	as	the	chemical	retardant.	It	does	a	
good	job	but	does	leave	a	residue	and	is	mildly	corrosive	around	damp	metal.

The	numbers	on	my	extinguisher	indicate	how	extensive	its	capabilities	are.	The	number	in	front	
of	the	A	indicates	the	equivalence	in	water,	each	number	amounting	to	1-1/4	gallons.	So	my	3-A	
produces	the	equivalent	of	3-3/4	gallons	of	water.	The	number	before	the	B	is	the	square	footage	of	
coverage,	if	used	properly.	Mine	covers	10	square	feet,	barely	more	than	my	stove.	The	National	Fire	
Protection	Assoc.	recommends	a	minimum	of	one	2A:10BC	extinguisher	on	each	floor	of	the	house.	
(Kitchens	are	the	most	common	source	of	fire,	so	put	one	there.)	But	the	New York Times	found	that	
3A:40BC	tanks,	covering	far	more	area,	cost	and	weigh	no	more	(an	important	consideration	too).

What	to	look	for	in	a	fire	extinguisher	-	ABC	coverage,	UL	listed,	metal	not	plastic	valves,	and	being	
refillable	is	nice.	I	looked	at	several	lists	of	“best”	extinguishers	and	went	with	the	New York Times’	
recommendation		—	a	FirstAlert	PRO5	for	two	reasons.	Most	of	the	recommendations	would	have	to	
be	ordered	online	and	I	read	stories	where	they	discharged	in	shipment.	This	one	can	easily	be	bought	
in	our	area	at	Bernards	for	about	$50.	Some	sources	recommended	Kidde	extinguishers	and	
some	suggest	staying	away	from	them	because	they	have	a	history	of	recalls*

* Read the reviews yourself. Here are two good sources.
https://tinyhousehugeideas.com/best-fire-extinguishers-for-homes/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/reviews/best-fire-extinguisher/#class-k-
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Why monoammonium phosphate?
Monoammonium	phosphate	melts	and	coats	the	
surface	to	which	it	is	applied	at	approximately	350°F.	
It	smothers	and	breaks	the	chain	reaction	of	Class	A	
and	B	fires	and	will	not	conduct	electricity	back	to	the	
operator	making	it	safe	on	C.
	
There are other types
Carbon	Dioxide	(CO2)	extinguishers	remove	the	
oxygen	from	the	fire	and	reduce	the	heat.	They	are	most	
effective	on	Class	B	and	C	(liquids	and	electrical)	fires	
and	ineffective	on	Class	A.	Since	the	gas	disperses	
quickly,	these	extinguishers	are	only	effective	from	3	
to	8	feet.	The	carbon	dioxide	is	stored	as	a	compressed	
liquid	in	the	extinguisher;	as	it	expands,	it	cools	the	
surrounding	air,	often	forming	ice	on	the	extinguisher	
nozzle.	Since	the	fire	could	re-ignite,	continue	to	apply	
the	agent	even	after	the	fire	appears	to	be	out.

Water	&	Foam	These	work	by	removing	the	heat.	The	
foam	also	separates	the	oxygen.	They	are	for	Class	A	
only.	The	can	spread	oil	fires	and	can	put	the	user	at	
risk	of	electrical	shock	in	an	electrical	fire.	

Rechargeable versus disposables
Rechargeables	are
	more	durable
	can	be	used	for	practice
	might	cost	more	initially
	inspection	required	at	a	cost	of	up	to	$30
	cost	of	refill
Disposables	are:
	 more	recalls
	 if	discharged	it	is	trash
	 life	expectancy	of	12	years

Contrary	to	folk	knowledge	don’t	turn	an	
extinguisher	upside	down	and	shake	it,	
according	to	at	least	one	manufacturer.	It	
won’t	“dislodge”	the	powder	inside	and	you	
might	damage	the	unit.

Fire extinguisher cont.
Owning	a	fire	extinguisher	is	not	enough.	You	have	to	take	care	
of	it	and	know	how	to	use	it.	Also	a	smoke	detector	and	carbon	
monoxide	detector	should	be	part	of	your	safety	system.

Caring for your extinguisher
Put	it	where	you	can	get	it	easily.	Some	come	with	a	wall	
mounting	bracket.	If	it	is	wall	mounted	it	is	ugly	but	easy	
to	look	at	when	you	walk	by,	but	also	easy	to	bang	into	and	
damage.	Look	at	it	once	a	month	and	make	sure	the	pressure	is	
in	the	green	range,	no	rust	or	dents	have	developed	on	the	metal	
parts,	and	the	pull	safety	pin	is	still	in	place.

Extinguishers	are	not	good	forever.	They	have	a	seal	that	
contains	the	pressurizing	gas	which	can	deteriorate.	Tanks	
should	be	inspected	internally	by	a	professional	every	five,	six	
or	12	years	according	to	the	tank’s	directions.	And,	of	course,	if	
you	use	it,	either	you	must	replace	it	if	it	is	a	disposable,	or	refill	
it	if	it	is	rechargeable.	(Our	fire	department	uses	Bob	Chasse	at	
UPNORTH	FIRE	&	SAFETY,	12840	Goebel	Rd.	Cheboygan,	
(231)	445-1658)	Rechargeable	is	recommended	because	one	
vital	step	to	owning	one	is	to	practice	with	it,	and	rechargeable	
will	then	be	the	more	cost	effective	option.

Using your extinguisher
If	you	have	a	fire,	first	call	911	(don’t	worry	about	bothering	the	
fire	department),	second,	make	sure	everyone	is	out	of	the	building.	Then	determine	if	the	fire	is	spreading	or	if	you	think	
you	can	control	it	with	an	extinguisher.	If	in	doubt,	leave	the	building.	If	you	decide	to	use	your	extinguisher	you	will	
have	between	20	and	40	seconds	of	use	depending	on	the	model.	Start	back	and	move	toward	the	fire	always	remembering	
to	leave	an	escape	route.	I	remember	trying	a	fire	extinguisher	for	the	first	time.	I	wasted	the	whole	tank	and	did	not	get	
the	fire	out.	I	followed	my	instinct	and	aimed	at	the	fire.	That	is	wrong,	You	aim	under	the	fire,	at	the	gap	between	the	
bottom	of	the	fire	and	the	material	that	is	burning,	where	you	want	the	smothering	material	to	land.	Follow	the	advice	on	
this	graphic	below.	Also	the	heat	will	not	dissipate	instantly	so	never	turn	your	back	on	the	fire	until	it	is	cold.
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Solar Array Coming to Cheboygan County
Orion	Renewable	Energy	Group,	from	Oakland,	Calif.,	is	planning	a	
91-MW	solar	project	covering	227	acres	of	land	within	an	area	of	1,566	
acres.	The	land	is	leased	from	citizens	of	Grant	Township	about	13	
miles	southeast	of	the	city	of	Cheboygan.	It	is	zoned	for	agriculture	or	
stream	protection.	According	to	the	project	proposal	it	will	represent	
a	$90	million	investment	producing	2	-	4	long-term,	full-time	jobs.	In	
the	interim,	during	the	construction	phase,	there	will	be	around	200	
construction	jobs.	The	property	leases	will	average	about	$600,000	
annually	to	the	private	land	owners,	and	$280,000	annually	in	taxes,	split	
among	several	county	organizations.	The	project	is	expected	to	have	a	
25-year	useful	life.

Cheboygan	County	had	begun	working	on	a	solar	power	ordinance	
several	years	ago	to	regulate	residential	and	utility	grade	solar	systems.	
As	part	of	the	county’s	planning	they	asked	a	variety	of	stakeholders	for	
input.	Perhaps	this	alerted	Orion,	or	perhaps	it	was	their	sophisticated	
meteorological	algorithms.	But	in	2017	Orion	started	contacting	land	
owners	about	leasing	land.	They	have	arranged	a	patchwork	of	31	parcels	
with	fenced	solar	arrays	planned	for	each.

The type solar array proposed for Grant Twp. This one 
in southwest Indiana produces 50 Megawatts by using 
300 acres and 150,000 solar panels. The arrays in 
Cheboygan will be oriented north-south and controlled 
by a single-axis tracking device. The DC power 
produced would be fed underground to 40 converters 
from whence it will be routed to a substation where the 
power will be “stepped up” to 138 kV, the level of the 
power transmission line. Based on national averages it 
should power around 16,000 homes give or take a few 
thousand.

Leased land in blue
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History of Orion Renewable Energy
Started	in	1998,	the	company’s	goal	according	
to	its	web	site	is	to	develop	rural	sites	to	
produce	solar	and	wind	energy.	They	identify	
and	develop	overlooked	sites.	As	they	say,	
“Our	team	of	meteorologists,	engineers,	
and	developers	visit	and	study	sites	across	
the	country	to	find	those	locations	with	the	
right	combination	of	wind	or	solar	resource,	
willing	landowners,	compatible	environmental	
conditions,	and	transmission	grid	accessibility.

A	carefully	planned	lease	or	easement	
agreement	is	the	foundation	of	win-win-win	
deals	between	our	company,	landowners,	and	
power	purchasers.

Orion	conducts	a	suite	of	reviews	of	each	
potential	site	in	order	to	ensure	that	a	project	
will	be	compatible	with	the	local	environment.	
These	reviews	help	identify	historical	or	
archaeological	features,	wetlands,	past	soil	
contamination,	and	any	sensitive	species	such	
as	birds	and	bats	that	could	be	impacted.

A	reliable	and	credit-worthy	power	purchaser	
must	be	identified.”	The	company	is	privately	
owned.

Here are some of Orion’s projects in the U.S. They 
also have a concentration of projects in Great Britain 
and others around the world.

Orion’s	presentation	to	the	Cheboygan	Planning	Commission	anticipated	
concerns	about	their	impact	on	
•	 adjoining	property	values,	reporting	“no	consistent	negative	impact,”	
•	 noise	impact,	“at,	or	below,	all	noise	standards,”	
•	 glint	and	glare,	“Less	than	reflection	off	soil	or	wood	shingles,”	
•	 environmental	impact,	“A	Vegetative	Management	Plan	is	designed	to	

reduce	overall	storm-water	runoff,	improve	soil	conditions	at	the	site,	
and	create	habitat	for	pollinators	and	other	local	wildlife.”

The	county	granted	a	Special	Use	Permit	Level	3	for	the	project	and	
construction	is	expected	to	being	in	2021	in	a	phased	development	
expected	to	take	several	years.	You	can	read	all	of	the	details	of	the	
project	at	http://www.cheboygancounty.net/planning-commission-
182/#sect-1207

To visualize the effect, Orion provided these 
simulations of plots. The top photo shows the 
solar arrays on the ground from about 160 feet 
away. The next two show how it should look 
when buffer trees are planted and then grow to 
full size.
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Hidden head down in a milkweed plant

Curved pincers are males, 
straight are female

Creatures of the night
To	see	if	they	are	munching	on	your	
flowers	go	out	at	night	with	a	flashlight	
and	shine	on	the	plants.	Slugs	and	snails	
leave	similar	damage	but	also	leave	
a	slime	trail	behind.	These	nocturnal	
animals	wiggle	themselves	into	tight,	dark,	
damp	crevices	during	the	day.	You	will	
find	them	under	flower	pots,	in	hanging	
baskets,	and	deep	in	flowers.	A	fresh	cut	
bouquet	of	beautiful	dahlias	often	drop	
earwigs	on	the	counter.	

Earwigs - gly but Innocuous
Put	your	nose	deep	into	a	flower	this	time	of	year	and	you	are	likely	to	
be	startled	by	a	dark	set	of	pincers	aimed	your	way.	It	is	earwig	season.

They gnaw on plants, not ears
These	ugly	critters	have	nothing	to	do	with	ears,	in	no	way	harm	
humans,	and	eat	small	garden	pests	like	aphids.	Unfortunately	they	
aren’t	picky	about	their	food	and	also	eat	newly	emerged	vegetable	
plants	and	beautiful	flowers.	They	like	the	mulch	around	your	house	
and	indulge	on	soft	fruit	or	fruit	that	has	been	punctured	by	some	other	
critter.	

Earwigs particularly gnaw on petunias, zinnias, dahlias, 
peonies.

Family life in the early spring
In	the	fall	a	female	digs	a	cavity	in	the	ground.	After	mating	
the	female	lays	about	60	eggs	which	hatch	in	spring.	She	
is	a	doting	mother,	feeding	and	grooming	the	young	and	
protecting	them	-	unusual	for	insects.	After	four	molts	it	is	
time	for	them	to	leave	and	she	forces	them	out	of	the	nest.	If	
they	linger	they	become	unwelcome	and	mom	may	decide	
they	look	tasty	and	eat	them.

Those pincers dominate our view
Since	their	pincers	are	available	for	defense,	that	is	the	part	of	the	insect	aimed	toward	us.	Forceps-like,	they	are	big	and	
look	nasty.	Males	use	them	in	wrestling,	to	drive	other	males	away;	then	use	them	to	help	in	mating.	If	you	get	too	close	
you	might	get	a	pinch,	but	they	don’t	have	the	strength	to	break	human	skin.	Like	all	insects	they	have	wings	but	seldom	
use	them,	preferring	to	run	and	climb.	
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The future of meteorology - customized predictions
Accurate	weather	forecasts	can	determine	whether	a	business	makes	money	or	loses	it:	Construction	companies	can’t	
operate	tall	cranes	in	high	wind,	movie	crews	depend	on	clear	skies,	and	golf	clubhouses	need	more	booze	when	it	rains.	
Some	entrepreneurial	meteorologists	have	taken	notice,	and	they’re	selling	customized	forecasting	services	to	companies	
whose	profits	hinge	on	the	weather’s	increasingly	unpredictable	extremes.

Source:	https://messaging-custom-newsletters.nytimes.com/template/oakv2?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_
clim_20200826&instance_id=21626&nl=climate-fwd%3A&productCode=CLIM&regi_
id=83956262&segment_id=36955&te=1&uri=nyt%3A%2F%2Fnewsletter%2F97cdc550-ca69-5c04-b8fb-
26791bc87403&user_id=763f306bc92cd4d955b9e21c6a413d16

Climate Forward New York Times,	August	26,	2020

The	estimated	incidence	of	e-scooter	injuries	treated	in	emergency	rooms	in	the	US	nearly	doubled	between	2018	and	
2019	despite	various	regulatory	efforts	and	evidence	highlighting	this	issue.	Head	injuries	were	the	most	common	cause	of	
visits	to	the	emergency	room,	and	traumatic	brain	injuries	were	prevalent	among	those	injured.	These	results	are	troubling	
given	that	helmets	are	used	by	a	minority	of	riders,	helmet	requirements	have	been	eliminated	in	some	areas,	and	riders	
often	misunderstand	road	traffic	laws	that	guide	e-scooter	use.	Source:	JAMA Online,	August	31,	2020

Electric scooter use linked to head injuries
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Want to follow autonomous vehicle tests?
The	U.S.	National	Highway	Traffic	Safety	Administration	launched	
its	autonomous	vehicle	online	tracking	tool,	a	map	that	shows	some	
of	the	places	where	the	vehicles	are	being	tested	on	public	roads.	
See	map	at	https://www.nhtsa.gov/automated-vehicles-safety/av-
test-initiative-tracking-tool

Travel is down but parallels last year

The look of an autonomous vehicle in Detroit
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